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- Former teacher unofficial mother hen

By MAGGIE HANNAI
Herald siaff writey

“Entrez. Fermez ln porte ef
assisez-vous, s'H vous plait.”
Those words were the intro-
duction first year students
entering the brand new Acton
High School in 1834 got o a
large, grey-halred lady who
wax the school’s uncfficial
mother hen and eventually iis

vice-principal. :

While none of the students
knew exoctly what Marion
Reed was anying to them they

" did know that French was the

only second language avail-
able in the school apart {from
Latin, and if they had ony
thjJeaﬂf eventually going on to

versity they'd need all the
help this stern-looking lady
could give them. They walked

in, closed the door amd sat
down. Graduslly the strange
garbie of s0und began to mean
something and after four or
five years of daily sessions
some of the more interested
and industrious students could
even speak French.

Looking back on those early
days when there weren’t cven
desks, Just stacking chairs and
enough texts o go round if
some Students shared, one
student recalls how hard it was
io learn French. But more
vividly she recalls Mrs. Reed's
struggles to make the basics of
the language simple enough
that they could be used as 2
base and built on.

Mrs, leed was also one of

the [ew local teachers in the
school. She was the second
daughter of one of Norval's
oldest residents, Col. Noble,
and she tells proudly how her
grandfather bought the miil in

18567 and her father moved to
Norval when he was a year old.

The Norval mill ground flour
calmenl and cornmeal as well
as animal [ced. Her grandfat-
her bacght it from the Provinc-
ial Bank of Onlario who had
taken it over because the
previous owner had gone bank-
rupl. Her grandfather died in
1908, Lhe year after Mrs. Reed
was born,

Her mother was also o
Norval native and among the
family treasures she has "an
immense bible” which was
given 1o her parents because

they were the first couple to be
married in Norval Presbyter-

lan Church. When the Presby-
terians and Methodists united
i 1324 the family wenl to the
United Church.

Col. Noble earned his title
with the 20th Hallon Rifles
during Waorkd War I but he had
begun his military Invelve-
ment with the unit while it was
still a militia unit, Mrs. Reed
savs. He Lived 1o be 9.

The Noble fumily moved to
Toronlo i the mid 1920s
beciuse the eldest daeghter,
Ethel, was ready 1o siarl
muedival schoal and Mrs, Heed
was amoes! ready to o slart

University of Toeronto where
she studied modern languages.
The Neble children all atlend-
ed Brampton High School and

Mrs. Heed says they boarded
in town, going in on KMonday
and returning Friday night.

“That's why Mather wanted
la move to the city,"” she
chueckles. *She sgid she
couldn't stand rattling around
ins this house all week while we
were all away at school.™

Although they moved Lo
Taronto Col. Noble never sold
the farm. He had a man hired
to look after his catile and the
colonet drove aut [rom the cily
every day in his old Dodge car.,

Mrs. Heed lost her younger
brother in 1941,

Mrs. Reed gradunied with
an Hanours B.A. in 1929 and
decided to go to France with a
good fricnd Madelaine Loking
who had won o scholarship to
study at the Sorbanne in Paris.
Although her friend stayed for
iwy years because of her
schalarship Mrs. Reed only
spent one year Lhere,

ENJOYEDIT

1 enjoyed it,”" she says af
her vear in Poris. “'We had
living quarters where the ma-
dame spuke beautiful French
and 1 liked living over there
and being among the French
people.”

Mrs. Meed worked at Bigwin
lan ot Hunisville te earn
money for her tuition at umv-
ersity and recalls that books
were expensive even then,

“The first year 1 wuited on
tables carrying those big 1rays
pver my shoulder,” she re-
calls, ““Then tewirds the end of
that first summer they asked
me 1o lake on the position al

Recreation advisory committee
abolished after five stormy years

Town council has aholished
its recreation advisory com.
miltee after five years af
operatlon that witnessed seve-
ral stormy confrontations bet-
ween commiltee members and
councillors,

The decision was made Mon-
day night during o closed-door
session of council in which
appeintments were made to
four local boards and commit-
tees, When it came time for
council to consider applicat-
jons for membership on the
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recreation advisory commit-
ter, however, council voled Lo
inform the committee’s incum-

- bent and prospective members

that thelr efforts and intent-
ions are appreciated butl no
fonker necessary,

The advisory commitice waos
{ohave taken on s slightly new
format this term, applying for
tie first time 1o Halton Hills as
a whole, For (he past (wo
vears, only Wards 3 and 4
| Georgetawn) linve supported
o recreatlon advisory commi-
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honeat oplnian. B77.0173.

Purchaser - has

call Yo-day BIT.0173.

EXPANSE (NOT EXPENSE]
Try this secluded home, located in Glen
williams, minutes from Gegrgetown Go
Train, an extrs large treed lot, country
kitchen, three targe walk-cuts, 'o cedar
deck. 1 bedroarms plus, call Mike for an

BEST BUY BUNGALOW
Brand new - 1200 sq. 1. - 3 bedrogm with
L-shaped living room and dining reom.
cholice ol
troadicom, kitchen, bathroom colours -
you €a n move in in 2 wecks, Don't detay

cining

paini,

Far
details, 8770071,

Finn H. Poulstrup, {Manager)
R.C. (Bob) Ollivier
Tim Harvey (Mississauga)

Michael Adams

, " THIS IS THE
] ,erﬂif,hﬂ CAT’'S MEOW!
I'M GLAD

WE BOUGHT

OUR HOUSE
FROM

REDDOT!

GOT ALARGE FAMILY
Wwhat you need is this 5 bedroom, 3
tiathraom home on a syper large lol,
minutes from Georgelown. Main floor
family soom with walk-oul, separale
and much more.
Simmons tor more information ar7.0%73.

BARGAIN HUNTING?
Don't miss inspection of this lovely 3
bodroom hame, wilh tutt basement, fully
fenced private yard, priced at $14,900,
quick sale call

ttee to provide a liason bet-
ween the public sector and the
municipal recreatlon depart-
ment.

A recreation advisory com-
miltee for Wards 1 and 2
iActon and Esquesing) was
disbanded in 1976, largely due
1o a lack of public interest,
Hoth commiltees had been
formed when Halton Hitls wos
amalgamated in 1874, replac-
ing the standing recreation
cammitlees that existed in
Acton and Geargetown.

Call Trudy

Tittie for more

877-7858
§77-9290

1-828-6089

877-7071

ELEGANT AND IMPRESSIVE

anly starts to describe this beautiful
home with its 1 bedroams, big modern
kifchen, siiding doors from dinlng fo
professionally landscaped gardens,
chatertalnment
fircplace, and a doublie garage, this is a
must 1o see and only 542,900, Call Tillie
for detalls. 8770173

3 bedroom bungatow localed on Quiel
¢grescent. This home has living rogm,
dining rgorm, finished rec room, huge
garage plus more. CALL Susan today -
priced 1o seld in high $50°s, a477.0171.

Look beyond your back fence fo a scenfc
Y acre parcel
Georgelown. Bulle your own couniry
estate with 1his low priced Jand. There's
no belter place for your disappearing
dollars. Call Reg Cocper BI7.0171

hostess al the dining room
door. 1 held the position for Lhe
next Lhree years.” '

While she no longer had 1o
worry about the heavy [rays
she was now wortying about
her hair and her grooming
instead, she says. Woilresses
uniferms were black with a
while ppron and stiff white
cotlar and culfs while in the
evening they wore white, The
hostess wore the opposite col-
Ours. )

It was while she was working

at Bigwin that Mrs. Keed mel

her husband, Bert, a widower
with two yeung children. She
wenl on to take her teacher's
training ot the Onlario Caollege
of Education in Torente and
taught French in Kitchener for
a couple of years before she
decided to gel married.

“I was gelting kind of old by
then so we decided to getl
married n 1934, We waited
four years to get married and
still wewound up in the middle
of the Depression,” she chuck-
Irs

The Reeds raised four child-
ren, Prudence, King., Julinn
nnel Laurie.

Mrs. Reed can vouch for how
hiard things were at that point
when she explains how her
hushand's  job  disappeared
while they were away on their
haneymoen.

Mr. lleed was an arlist and
the advertising' company he
worked for folded up while
they were away so he had o go
job hunting as soon as they
returned.

“Heuscedtosay 'Iflcandon
painting o week I can Keep us
caling,"” she says. “"He got
warking for another advertis-
ingg firm and once things
settled down there was no
question thal he could doreally
well,”

The Reed's went ta Monireal
when Mr. Heed found work
there and during the war he
wis one of the men loaned Lo
the government to help with
iroop morale for the province
of Quehee. Alihuigh he helped
with enlertainments for (e
troops and continued to do
business for his [irm on week-
ends Mr. Reed plso made
myslerious irips 1o hew York.

“He never talked much
about those trips,” says his
san, Haltan MPP* Julian Reed.

He was always vague about

them. Huot if you stop to think
about it people just weren't

making trips like that then. -

REDDOT
EALTY LTD.

REALTOR

rocm  wilth  fleldsione

only 31 miles to

i B Bt

Combline country

summer c<ool.

Large backsplit

-Maybe he was up io something

we didn’t know about.”

CHARCOAL PORTRAITS

Mr. Reed speciolized In
charcoal portrails and he was
the arlist responsible for the
first portraits in the Hockey
Hall of Fame at the Canadian
WNational Exhibition grounds in
Toronlo.

Mr. Reed was also o writer
of many things including radio
scripts. Mrs, Reed collaborat-
ed with her husband on one
series featuring Girl Guides
who performed -heroic oeta,
Her interes! in the Guidiag
movement gave her the impe-
lus to research the stories and
her hushand turned them inio
polished seripts for a program
sponsored by an 01l company.

Although Norval had had no
Gulde eompany when she was
a pirl she joined the Ranger
group when she was older and
found It lo be such an enjoy-
able experience thal she wani-
ed (o share it with others.
When Norval eventually got its
own Guide company Mrs.
Reed was its fiest Caplain.
Through the years she held
varjous posts including Dist-
rict Commissioner and Lone
Guide Commissioner for the
province of Ontario. It wag
even due to her involvement
with Guiding that she qualified
herself as a St. Jehn's Ambul-
ance instructor and eventually
taught courses in first aid al
Aclon High School as well as to
her Guides.

"She was the camp comand.
ante at Doe Lake (a special
Guide camp) for a couple of
vears,” her son chuckles. **She
was 50 busy with Guides thot
Dad used 1o threaten to wrile a
book entitled *I Married a Girl
guide”.™

Mrs. Heed was also an aclive
member of the Norvdl Wom-
vn's Institute and took her turn
working on the branch’s
Tweedsmuir history of Norval.

She was also aclive in Nory-
al United Church and belonged
io the choir. Her music goes
bhack to her youth, her son
says, when she sang with some
of the big chairs at the Canad-
jan Nationa) Exhibition.

“That would be going back
tn the 1920's,” e says, “when
they trealed the blg choirs
something like 1hé Scottish
Tattoo today. They had no
electrical ampliphication syst-
em s they had to rely on
rumbers, Some of those choirs

WINTER WARM

LOOKING FOR A BARN?

This property has a new 3 level building
al rear which {s suitable for tradesman,
Irucker, home business or harse lovers.
home needs some
tinishing by & handyman all on 1 acre,
asking $44,500. Call Trudy S5lmmaons for
details. 877.-0173,

- 877-0173

- “pyt a smile on your lawn"’

living wilh town
sorvices on this 4 bedroom home in the
$40's. OMers 2 car garage, enclosed pallo
and basemoent walk.out. {possibie in-law
sulte). For this lamlly winner <all Recg
Cooper B77-0173.

The famlily room has
fireplace plus a walkoyt, Heme has a
versatiie layout and ia designed with the
family in mind, Bedrooms are separate
trom rest ol house and overything Is
large, but the price, Ask about the many
ather features ol this country home by
calling Bob Qllivier B77.0173. -

had 2,000 people in them.-She
had no musical degree but she
was a falrly accomplished
musician. She had a big
voive,"" :

In addition tv leaching Fren-
ch and later German, Mrs.
Reed tavght physical educat-
ion to most of the girls at Acton
High school. Siudents might
have had a little more respect
far her struggles to get them
through the basics of volley-
ball, basketball and square

dancing if they'd known how
her vwn youngsters put her
through the wringer rying 1o
teach her to ski,

“H was while we were still in
AMontreal,” Julian says. "l
think it was the year 1 learned.
My older brother and sister
already knew how to ski and
they decided i€ would be just

. the thing if Molher lesrned too

so they lock her along. She
really thought she could do it
but she was already getting
fairly well on 1o start some-
thing like that. I remember she
¢ame home black and blue
from head o {oat. | gucss she
fell down every bump she saw.
That was the last time she ever
iried that.™

HECALLS PARTIES
Contrary to what might be

“expected Julian Reed says his

fumily were never big on
politics, He recalls his father
talking about voling lor both
the muajor parties al different
times and he doesn't sec his
mother as a particularly polit-
ically minded weman either,
One of her [ormer students,
however, recalls very vividly
how Mrs. Heed cornered her
on stopping 1o think of the
censequences of various polili-
cal theories afler the student
made o speech on behalf of the

enjay the rec

Bob Otlivier. 877-0171.

material colours,
builders somples.

0173,

NEW HOME

the low $&0's. 877.017].

110 FOOT LOT
and In one ¢f the best areas of town,,
Cross the road to park and conservallon
land. Summer 15 coming and you wili
appreciate the pocl and patie, bul now
room and franklin
tireplace. 4 bedrooms and large kitchen
for family convenience. See |§ now with

WHAT DID YOU WANT??7

How about a large 3 bedroom ralsed
hrick bungalow with your chaice of
and styles,
A warm
located In Ihe huge (iving reom. Country
sized lot, attached garage. lcads more,
Call Mike lar your couniry needs. 877.

bering bullt tn small vitlage doubie car
garage. huge lot, famlly room with
lireplace and walkout, reasonabld taxes,
? washrooms. Call Svsan Iry an ¢ffer in

CCF
the NDP) ol the demand of
another teacher.

An English teacher decided

party (the lorerunner of

that fourth year students
should represent the three
major puriies that would be
hattling the 1958 election and
designated three students to be
ihe candidates. After appropr-
iate research each student had
to deliver a speech of a
specificd  Jength  over  the
school's public address system
and the next day the students
all voted, 1t was after the
specches were made that Mrs,
Iteed took the sludents aside
and asked some probing guest-
ions on fiww such government
changes would be financed and

made her subtle point on how -

respensitilitics must be met

even by large groups like

gavernments,

“Aother Is prelty much a
one 1o one sorl of person,”
Julian says, “and that would
be her approach il she thought
it was needed. The student
must have done o good job of
convincing her of her sinecrity
if she took the trouble to Lalk 1o
her about it because Mother
just wasn't particularly peliti-
cally minded.”

Mrs. lleed [ost her husband
with a heart ottack just before
Christmas 1057, She was leace-
hing at Acton at the time and
she continged there until the
early 1960s, She spent a short
lime a1 East York Collegiate
hut-returncd in the late 1960s.
Im 1971 she [ell and broke her
hip and tnok an early retire-
ment because of her health.
Purkinson's disease was diag-
nosed the next year and she is
presently in Teronto General
hospital taking reatment,

fIrom
tireplace

B)7.0171.

PRICE AND COMPARE
This truly delighiful 3 bedroom raised
bungalow, eal-in kitchen with walk-out
o cedar deck, professionally finlshed
rec room., extra large lot, alk in im.
maculate condilion and a price tag of
$52,900. Can't believe if1 Come seo for
yvoursolf. Catl Tillle 0770171,

WILDLIFE ACRES
song birds, grouse, hawks, rabbits, deer,
alt sharing your 3 acres. The large 4
bedrgom home
property and has 8 main flpor family
roam with fireplace ang a great view.
Dining reem, kilichen, and living room,
all targe and separate. Catl Bob Olllvier
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Mayor appoints
budget committee

Mayer Pete Pomeroy has
appointed a four-man steeting
committee of town council that
will handle preparntions f[or
the adoption this spring of
Halton Hiils’ 1979 operating
and ecapital bodgels.

Councillers Ross Knechtel of
Ward 1, George Maltby of
Ward 2, John McDonald of
Ward 3 and Harry Levy of
Ward 4§ will tneet specinlly as
an ad hoc commitiee to review

Lions seek
nominees

The Georgetown Lion'a Club
has set a tenlative deadline of
January 20 for nominations for
the Citizen of the Year. 3

A nominee for the Citizen of
the Year nward should be
gomeone who hps given outs-
tanding service to the commu-
nity over the past year, or over
many years, in any and all
fields.

Mr. Sykes suggested anyone
wanling o nominale sorneone
for Citizen of the Year should
write a letter deseribing why
they think their nominee is
deserving of the award, and
give it to a member of the
Lion's Club, or drop it off at
Sykes' Bakery on Main Street,

Citizens
appointed

Town council Monday night
appointed six  Halton Hills
cillzens to fill pesitions on four
local boards and committees
for three-year terms that will
expire Dec. 31, 1978. They are:

Rick West of Wesleyan
Sireet in Georgelown, Wayne
Ruse of Storey Drive in Acton
and L.L. Hartferd of RR3
Georgelown to the Halton Hills
Commillee of Adjustment;

Michoel Ross of Chelvin
Drive in Georgetown to the
Hallon EHills Parking
Aulhorily;

Norman Elliott of Elmore
Brive in Aclon to the Halion
Hills Public Library Board (o
re-appointment ) ;

Pamela Shelden of RR3
Milton, recommended (or ap-
pointment to the Halton Reg-
icn Land Division Committee,
subjeet to approval by regional
council.

i 3

EXTRASPECIAL
deautifut, partlatly weodeg acre lot In deslreable location sQuth of
Goeargelown, paved road with excellent commuting. The brick stdesplit
3 bedroom hame is spotiess and welt finished. Fresh fo the market and
priced right. Detalls from Reg Cooper 877-G173,

compliments  the

0173.

QUTSIDE MAY BE COLD
gut inside you will en|oy the cozlness of
this 4 bedrcom homa. This home con-
talns many excetient faatures such as
huge oat.ln kilchen, plus more. Call
Susan today and Iry an offer on this wel|
malntained home, 877-0173.

RRalse rlght super 3piit enfrance
bungalow ofters ali the features you
really want
g-ﬂl’ﬂﬂ;‘,
broadloom,
village location, Call now for datalls. 877.

and recommend to councll all
mallers relaled to the two
budgeis.

Mayor Pomeroy, a sell-pro-
fessed ¢rilic of the current
systern of having counci] inst-
alled for two-year terms, fall-
ed Monday night Lo persuade
council that the budget steer-
ing commitiee zhould itaelf
stand for two years and consi-
der matters related to bath the
197% and 1980 budgets.

"Il seemas like we drag our
fect on Lhe budget every year,”
hthc said. *m tr;,rlnlg tguiet

E up. i !
ugxmwl:-g: whuichurwglr with the
two-year councll lerm system
anyway."

DEFENDED COMMITTEE

Mayor Pomeroy first defen-
ded his proposed commitlee
format ageainst Coun. Marilyn
Serjeantson’s contention that
the budgels - are I(mportant
enough thao! council should
collectively examine and final-
ize them, The mayor polnted

out that each ward was to be
represented on the ad
committee, meetings of which
would nevertheless be open to
any and all counci] members,
Any decisions which the com-
mitlec mokes, he added, must
then e rotificd by the tawn's
general committee and then
council.

Coun. Levy agreed thal o
two-year term for the commit-
tee wos n good Idea, saying
that the committee’s simulta-
necus cxamination of budgets
for two calendar years would
provide badly-needed continul-
ty and offer a liason that he
said the town's finance depart-
ment wauld “appreciate.”

Coun. Roy Hooth said he
could ngree with the concept
rcposed by Mayor Pomeroy
ut found il (o contradict
enuncil’'s previous decision to
drop its commitlee system
allogether, with the single
exception of the general coms-
mittee. Having ithe hudgel
committee sit for two years, he
argued, creales yel anclher
stonding commiltee of council.
Coun. Walter Bichn suggest-
cd aflter Mayor Pomeroy's
proposal was defealed that the
stecring committee for 1980's
budgets could still be appoint-
ed later this year well ahead of

budget time.
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% F>=Amowv b:u-i)-ﬁm ¥ |

LOTS AMD HILLS

. brand new . firepiace,
your cheice of coldurs,
and muth more. >ereng

Reg Cooper
Trudy Simmons

Susan Carrier

Tillie Harvey

877-9458
877-9345

877-7937
877-9550




