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Break-ins on the increase

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald siafl writer

A person's home may still be
their castle, but with the rising
number of break-ins in homes
in Halton in the last few years,
it would be no surprise “if
people began to cansider build-
ing a moat arcund their “cas-
tle™ and filling it with man-eat-
ing crocodiles in an effort to
protect their property.

Sgt. Keith Hoberison of In-
vestigations, Diviaion 1, of Hal-
ton Regional Police, said there
were 1,740 break-ins in Halton

in 1976, 1,948 in 1977, and "1
think there hos been an in-
crease in the number of break-
ins in 1978, but the figures
haven't been compiled yel to
say fer sure.”

With break-ins increasing,
and every homeowner or apart
ment-dweller o patential viet-
im, The Herald decided Lo look
intn 1the methods available 1o
property owners to make their
homoes and apariments maore
secure.

Sgt. Robertsen said the first
step in protecting your home
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Sid Miersma cut hair and
shaved the German prison
guards as a Dulch prisoner ol
war during the Second World
War; his son, Arl, learncd
barbering as an apprenlice in
his father's shop, and now
Art's daughter, Knthy has qua-
lified as a hairstylist, making
Art's Hair Shop a real family
business.

Art's Hair Shop is pruhahl:,-'
one of the older family busi-

nesses operating In George-

town al the moment, having
been in the family for 25 years.
When Sid first arrived in Can-
ada from Holland, he worked
gt various "odd jobs' in a
mwood mill, and at Dale’s Flow-
er Shop, before starting o
barber shop in the living room
of his heme. Sid orrived in
Canada In 1951, and buill a
home in Georgetown aon Hex-
way Boulevard, which, at that
tlme, was surrounded by
farms.

$id sald that at first he was’
alraid the house and barber
shop were too far from the
town, but the town gradually
moved out to include his shop,
He retired about six years aga,
selling his business 1o his son,
Art, after forly years au a
barber and hafrdresser.

OWNED SHOP

Sid owned o barber shop and
a halr salon in Holland before
the Second World War, and
campetltion [or cuslomers was
fierce, he said. Barbers ofien
offered deals such aos a free
haircut once a month for those
who came twice n week for a
shave.

Before he had his swn busi-
ngss, and laler to earn exira
money, Sid shaved dead men
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£id Mlersma,
granddaughter,

his =xon,
Kathy are the three
generations of the Miersma famlly who have
worked In the barbering and hairstyling

prior te their being embaimed.
He said it was necessary o

rform the shave 33 500N
afler death as possible, so that
he was ealled aut at alf hours of
the nighi.

When Sid was made a pri-
soner of war, it was found he
was ihe only ope in the cump
who spoke fluent German.
Thal, and his barbering skills,
made life in the camp a little
easiee for o brief time, and he
was cven given a pass which
allowed him to travel within 2
ihree-kilometre radius ol the
camp. If he sirayed oulside the
radius, however, any German
was entitled to shoot him on
sight.

id escaped shortly before
the camp moved in the face of
the Allied Advance, and spent
some time in hiding.

“I asked one lady, could I hid
there, and she said, “Oh no,
they'll shoot me,” Sid said. “'1
said, ‘lady, I'li come back and
Il shoot you.”™ '

Aller the war, Sid decided to
emigrate, but it took him five
years te convinee his wife, who
had no relatives in Canada. He
started cutting hair in Lhe
living room of his Georgetown
home in 1955 and giving per-
manenlts in Lhe kitchen. He
buill a barber shop on 1o his
home in 1957. He and his wife
still Jive in the apariment
behind their hair shop, though
Art carried cut some renova-
tions on lhe shop when he
bought the business.

Sid sald prices have changed
with haircuts, as with every-
thing c¢lse. A1 one lime, a
barber in his town in Holiand
decided to raise 1the price of his
haircul by five cents la twenty

Art, and his

and property 15 to make the
house look occupied and hived
in,  3ast burglars are  not
WORINE to run into the owner of
the bouse in the middle of a
break-in, and if thes think
someone is home, or will be
Back shartly, they'll move on
to x more vulnerable larget, he
savid.

Hural homes are particular-
Iy wvoloerable o break-ins,
particularly during the day-
time, and mest of the home
break-ins ... estigated by Hal-
tan KHegional Police in Halten

Hills and Milton ore in rural
homes, 5gt. Roberison said.
Rural homes tend to be seclud-
ed, surrounded by trees and
generally cut off from the
neighbor's view, he said, and
often the entire family is away
during the day, with both
parents working and the child-
ren at school.

TWO BUNGLARS

5¢1. Hobertson described an
ivestigation  [nvelving two
professional burglars who tra-
velled the rural roads looking

ird barber

conts, bul the other barbers in
tawn were afraid they would
Juse business if they followed
suil. A& shave cosl {five cents,
et a rman whe gave i five eent
tip for o shave had money to
hurn.

CUT AR
Art, who has been culling
*hair for about 22 years, said
when e {irst started oul,
hatreuts were 93 cents, going
up to §i.

Art stirted cutling hair as an
apprenclive in his father's
shop, and he gave his [irs]
haireut “cold turkey™, with no
iraining at all. The proof of his
skill ¥ies in the fact that Lhe
custoiners, who tald hin. *You
have slart somoewhere and it
migh! as well be me™, is still

- caminge Lo Arl's shep.

Arl said when it came lime
1o deeide on a career, he talked
lo his father, who suggested he
iry buarbering, because if he
diedn’l like jt, he could go on 1o
sornething else, but he would
still have o trade to fall back
0.

Since lic took over his fath-
er's barber shop, Arl has
expanded into unisex hairsty-
ling, although men looking [or
a barcber can still come in and
get a haircut, Arl said he has
tnken Iraining in varicus cour-
ses, and regulacly attends se-
minars and convenlions.

“To stay on top of what's
happening in hairstyling, you
have 10 go to conventions and
things, becavse if you don’l go,
somebody olse le take ad-
vantage of them,”™ Art said,

I is imp{:riimt for Larbers
and hairstylists to know halr,
ihe products they use and seli,

.
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trade, Actuatiy, S4d's grandfather was a pori-
time barber, in additlan o being o gardener.
The famlly has a tatal o! aver 6l years™ ex-
petlence in hairdressing

hairstylists

and their chemical composi-
tion, Arl said.

“I1ake up seminars now in
things like chemisiry,” he
sald. *“There is much more
:humistr}' invelved in the pre-
ducts you're using and selling.
Somelimes [ test some of the
shampoos that come in, and .
they're maostly alkaline, which
means they're mainly deter-
genl. There seems o be a
psychelogical thing that sham-
poos have to have o lot of
suds. "

Art says he cnjoys doing
creative things with long hair,
an ottitude he atiributes 10 his
interest in art, He says he has
talked to barbers about re-
training themsetves but many
nf themm are not interesied in
working with long hair.

“Long hair is here o stay,
and even shorl hair is styled,”
he said. "'Butl these fellows
don't want to ge! invelved in
tong hair., If you're in the
business, yaou have to make
time for re-training and up-
prading your skills.™

MAMY CUSTOMEHRS

“A Lol of barbers hove enc
eye on the till ond the other on
the customer,”” Art said. °
“They're mainly intercsted in
pelting as many customers in
and out as they can. Barbering
c¢an be somehwat monotonous.
The individual customers are
different, but the haircuts are
the same."

“I've been in the business for
22 years, and 1'm still learn-
ing,"" Art said, “W's a job I've
never ticed of. You have lo
become very critical of your
own work, because if you dan’t
you lose interest in it
*"When I went back 1o school to
learn about. [ong hair, § had to
change my whale attitude," he
said. "*I had to change some of
my methods, nol because they
were wrong, but because with
long hair, things are done
differently.” :

Kathy said she went inlo
hairsiyling becouse, among
other things, it's a good way 10
mﬂ-l:-'l people,

“Deciding what I wanted to
do was 01 my mind most of the
time, and this always stood
out,” she said, She look her
training ot a schoel in Toronlo,
and qualified after passing an
examination in November, al-
lhough she has one more ex-
amination lo take.

“With your first halrcul In
airstyling school in Toronto,
you've got somebody coming
in off the sireel for o haircut,|
and you think, 'Oh my God,
what il the clippers slip?* "
Kathy said.

Kathy works in the shop with
Art, Bill Smith, and Crystol
Dohmen. She said il can be
difficull werking with her fa-
iher at times because she
sumetimes [eels she has to be
heller than she can be, and
thenshe isn't critical enough of
her own wark,

- REALLY WELL

“My [alher and | gel along
really well, so Lhere's no pro-
hlem there,"” she sald.

Sid said he had spoken to a
[ormer cuslomer outside the
shop recenlly who had had
Kathy cu! his hair, and the
mian told him his granddough.
ler had the same knack wilh
his haircul as Sid had had
when he owned the shop. Art
saitd lhere are & nomber of
customers who have ha their
hair cul by all three Miers:
Ima's,

Art said the hair indusiry
has changed radically in the
pasl five or six years, and the
next few years will see more
changes. He said men are
becoming more consclous of
their personal appearance,
and they will be going in for
more intensive groeming, with
manicures and [acials,

“¥You have lo stay wilh it, or:
you can become stagnant,”’
Art said. “The changes are
what makes a hairstylist.™
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for emply homes. They would
douhle-check by knocking at
the door, and if somecne
answered, they asked for
directions. Il no one was home,
they proceeded to carry off as
much as they could, During the
lime they were operaling,
these men were respansible for
pver 50 per cent of the rural
brenk-ins being investigated.

With secluded rural homes,
the best protection the home-
owner can have is a watchdog,
Sgt. Hobertson said. He added
that if the setling of the home
permitted it, the neighbors
could be asked to keep an eye
an things during the day when
no ane is home.

Security for the home is best
achieved through the use of
dead-bolt locks on donrs and
pins drilled through window
(rames to prevent them from
being opened. Dead-bolt locks
are those locks which, once
locked, can only be opened
with a key. Plastic ecredit
cards, which can be used on
many locks, are ineflective
against a dead-boll lock,

Leaving & sparc key hidden

outside the hausc is o mistake,
because altheugh it may be
well-hidden, a thief has only to
watch, and someonc will lead
him 1o it sooner or later.
* With sliding doors or wind-
ows, a piece of wood or a
broom handle in the runners
will prevent the window or
door frem being opened from
the oulside, but if they can be
opened even a little, the burg-
lar will be able to pry them
open the rest of 1he way.

{Once a break-in has laken
place, and the burglars have
made off with valupble pieces
ol property, the most import-
ant factor in the recovery of
the propertly is the homeown-
cr's ability to identify the
stolen items Sgt. Robertson
said. Telling o police officer
that it was a 1%inch portable
color television, ceven if you
can provide the brand-name,
docsn't help in identilying a
specilic plece of property.

SERIAL NUMEBERS
Recording the serial numb-
ers and storing them in a safe
place, such as a safety deposit
box, is Lhe best bel for insuring

"that stolen' properiy can be

identified. Security pens,
which can be used to mark
identification numbers invisi-
bly on property, are also
useful, but they should be used
in conjunction with a record of
serinl numbers.

Sgt. Robertson said quite
often in {he course of question-
ing a suspect vn something
else, he will reveal his involve-
ment in o break-in and some
properiy willbe recovered as a
resull. However, because the
properly owners can'l identify
their property. it will eventual-
ly end up on the pollce auction
block.

Serial numbers on slolen
goods are passed across Coans-
da, and anylime a piece of
stolen property turns up, pol-
ice can compare serial numb-
ers, and possibly return the
property 1o its rightful owner,
Sgt. Roberison said.

“People should not keep
really wvaluable property in
their house,” Sgt. Roberison
said. “Things like jewelry
belong in a safety deposilt box
when they aren't being worn."”

Norval’s
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He also advised against keep-
ing large amounts of cash on
hand.

The larger proportiono |
break-ins occur during the
daylime, Sgt. Robertson said,
aboul 50 lo 75 per cent. So while
it is importunt to make sure
the exterior of the house is
well-dit at night, the most
imperlant facter in precr:nlmp.
a day-time break-in is to make
the house look occupied, parti-
cularly by playing a radio or
television,

If by some chance a burgiar
breaks into the,house while
someone is al home, the best
thing to do, and probably the
safest, is to call the police
immediately. While the law
entitles (he property owner to
make p cilizens” arrest of the
burglar, he is entitled to use
anly as much force as is
necessary o detain the burg-
lar until the police arrive. A

What’s the
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CAUGHT IN THE ACT

secluded windows which aren't properly secured make tempting place, Another suggestion, particularly for rural homes,
tarpets for burglars. Police suggest asking nelghbors to keep an eye on s to get o wal chdog.
“vour hause during the day, when the greatest proportlon of break-lna take

properiy owner is not, as some
people think, entitled te use
any amount of (orce 1o defend
his property. Sheoting an un-
armid man, even though he
may be a burglar, is still
considered a criminal oifence.

MIXIT LR
“These puys don't usually
want 10 mix il up with anybody
though,” Sgt. Robertson said.
“If they ser someone's at
homwe, they won't bother.™
While there are some profes-

siomal hurglars operating in

Halton, juveniles arc also get-
ting involved in burglaries,
Sgt. Robertson said, and be
pointed out that in 1977, 381 of
the burglaries committed in
Hulton were carried out by

" juveniles.

Sentences for convicted bur-
glars vary, depending on a
nutnber of factors, including
the person's age, and whether
or not they have a criminal

recard. A youth ol about 19 who
recently was convicled on "'len
ar twelve” charges of breaking
and entering, wos sentenced Lo
thirty days in jail, Sgt. Rober!-
son sald, mainly because the
vouth had no previous criminal
record. The two men who were
carrying out the series of
rural break-ins were cenvicled
and senlenced to four years.

The average scntence for
someene with o eriminal re-
cord would be about two to
three years, Sgt. Hoberison'
said.  someone was injured
during the break-in, which is
very unusual, that would also
be considered by the judge
belore the sentence |5 handed
down.

Booklels and pamphlets are
avaitable fromthe police ithus-
trating dilferent methods of
securing doors and windows,

(Hlerald phota by Lorl Taylor)

and olher ways of making lile
as difficult as possible for
burglars. Some suggestions
are included which people may
never have thought of, For
example, an OPP booklet call-
ed the Owner's Froperty Pro-
tection puide supgests that
publicizing vacation plans in
the social column of the local
newspaper is an excellent way
of letting a burglar know when |
the house will be empty, and

sometimes for how long,

Sgt. Robertson said the two:
major factors in protecting
home and properly are secure
locks on windows and doors,
andd a record of the serial
numbrers on valuable property
such as television, cameras,
stereos, binoculars and 50 0N,

“aAnd don'l keep anything of
greal value in your hame when
it can be pul somewhere else,”
he concluded,

Local shoe merchants get exclusive
Canadian rights to German product

Moniths of work recently

paid eff in ar sgrecment
ghrlng a Georgetown man
exclusive Canadian rights of
importation and distribution of
a German foot care product.

Geolf Fleicher of Fletcher's
an:ly Shoes Ltd. has been
given the exclusive rights 1o
the Canadian market for their
callous remover by Credo
company ©of Soligen, Wesl
Germany.

Mr. Fletcher fa presenily
arranging a sales force to show
the small device 1o shoe

elatlers in the Metropolitan
’Hﬁarnntu lo Niagara Falls area
aud wpes eventuaily 1t can be
made available throughout
Ontariv and the rest of
Canada.

Mr. Fletcher says & ship
ment of 1,200 ¢allous removers
and 25,000 replocement blades
has just nrrived and soleasmen
will have their Eﬂmph:'ﬁ very
EDON.

The devices will be
avnilable only in shoe slores,
he said, and will sell for under
$10.

Mr. Fli:h:hlzr satd he {irst
became interested in  the
callous remaver because his
wife Lilian had very paiaful
collouses on the balls of her
feet that interfered with her
natlural enjoyment of such

activitiecs as dancing and
tukmg walks.

“"Her [eet were so painful she
eyen had en operation to have
the callouses surglcally
removed,” he said, ‘but they
just grew back.”

Finally one of Mra.
Flelcher’s {riends saw a Credo
remover in use when she was
visiting Germany. She bought
one for Mrs. Fletcher ond
brought it back to Canada with
her, Mrs. Fletcher found it o
great help and Mr. Fletcher
began trying to get one like it
in Canada

“I couldn't find it in any of
the outlets that handle
pedicare products,” he said, *']
wraie ia¢ the manufacturer
twice butl received no reply. 1
was about to give up when I
thought of the German
consulale.”

The consulate was indeed the
answer he needed oas they
supplied all the necessary
information te get in touch
with the manufacturer. Eight
maonths  of  negotiations
tollowed and nnw Fleicher's
whaolesale, a divisien oQf
Fletcher's Family Shoes Ltd.,
will begin selling the calluus
remaver Lo uny ashoesiore
retailer who wanta i

“We looked »nt

various

ways of marketing it,) Mr.

Fletcher said, “'but decided to

gel salesmen alrcady in the
shoe business 1o add it to the
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Cieorgetown merchants Geolf and Ralph
Fletcher show a sample of the callous
remover for which lhey have recelved an
exclusive dealership for Canada. Mr, Fletch-
er sald he had to go through the German
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stares.”’

Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher live
on CharlesSireet, Georgelown.

they
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Germany.

Mr. Fletcher and his son Ralph
have owned and operated their
store on Main Sireet {for three
YCOrs.
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‘consulate to discover the name of the
compuny manufacturing the product, which a
friend brought back (romm & heolliday Ia




