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GDHS music teacher says he’s “a lucky guy”

Lo
'

llurry Hamilton, band [rstructor al Georgetown District High
School models one of the crazy hata presented to him over the 10
veara he has taught here, His atudenis also decoraie his office

Regional reps eat andddrink
their way through $945

Members of Halton regional
council were red-faced last
weck over o $345 bill 1o be
picked up by the taxpayers for
food and beverages consumed
at a recent farewell banquet
for outgoing councillors.,

Former chairman Ric Mor-
row played host 10 20 of the 24
members of his 1977.78 region-
al council Nov. 15 at the House
of Palermo socuth of Milon,
where, (o cveryene's subse-
quent surprise, cach guesl ran
up o dinner tab thal averaged
$45 n head. The bar bill alone
tolalled $336.55.

Members af the new council
were both angry and embar-
rassed when they gol a look al
the bill during a recent council

meeting, where it was decided -
" that the blll would have tc be

paid out of council's official
functions fund. Mr. Morrow
admitted that he had consider-

¢d asking those who atiended
the banguet Lo contribuie in the
hope of alleviating the cost to
the faxpayers, bul noted that
the lateness of the term pro-

vided no time for business

sessjons where such a decislon
would have to be made.
EACH ATE

Fur §345, the councilt mem-
bers, ineluding incumbent Hal-
ton [ills councillors Mike
Armstrong, Roy Boolh and
Huss Miller, along with former
Coun. Pat McKenzie (former

Mayor Tom Hill did not at- -

tend ), cach ate a $12.50 roasl
beef dinner with cheeses, des-
serts and coffee, plus a long
lisl of aleoholic beverages.
Headed by seven bottles of 38
per boitle Ttalion wine, the [Ist
also featured 27 Scotches, 25
vodkas, 24 ryes, 16 gims, 16
martinis, 13 ru.as, cight
Bloody Marys, cight Courvboi-

with thelr own speclal art work ns well as :un:lnﬁ Harry 10 wear

" point,” he o

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Heroald staff writer

“I'm a lucky guy. My whole
career has been fucky. Even
getling thls job was just
through luck,'” says George-
town District High School’s
resident band [eader,

Harry Hamilton, 57, didn™t
even apply for a job when he
was hired 10 years ago. One of
his nelghbours in FElobicoke
was a teacher at the school and
he knew there was an opening

for o dnusic teacher., He or-

ranged an interview for Mr,
Hamilton and Mr. Hamillon
fell obligated to how up for it
slnce the man hod gone to so
much bother,

"1 wasn't even really inter-
esied in becoming a high
school musie teacher at that

. " was
playing still :anl&:s [ was a
iravelling muslc teacher with
ihe Toronto Board of Educa-

lion. Tdidn't need it. 1 liked Mr.

41 Furlong (the high school's

a ¢owhoy bal ar this derby palnted fire engine red.

sier, seven Lowenbrau, four
domeslic beers, four Grande
AMarniers, three aniscties, {wo
tin marias, a Kahlua and an
Amaretto, with 50 boitles of
mix.

The councillors clearly en-
joyed thelr meal, since there
was o $120 1ip added onio the
dinner tab and a 325 reom
renlat charge.

wNew regional chairman Jack
[taflis reminded council as the
bill wus being passed around
for inspection that those who
altend an upcoming council

banquet for the official open-

ing of the new regional head-
fluarters will be required to
pay their own way, o decision
he claimed to have made even
belore the amount of the House
of Palermo hill was revealed.

Expressing disappointment

aver the size of the bill, Mr,

» (Herald photo)

‘Merrow recalled that the Tast

lime regional counclllots ga-
thered for such a feast, they
each contributed $25 and ended
up incurring only a $200 bill for
the region. That meal took
place a1 a Georgetown golf and
country elub,

Along with former Mayor
Hill, other members of the last
regional council who missed
the Nov. 15 banquet in Oakville
were Milton Mayor.Pen Gar-
doen, Qakville Coun. McLean
Anderson and lormer Burling-
tan Coun. Dave Coons.

principal} and he seemd to like
me 80 I decided I'd glve il &
try. Jt was only a temporary

- contracl anyway so I thought

I'd'try it and i I didn't work
out I could quit the next year.”

- He lked it and the young
peaple and by the look of the
art work decorating his pri-

‘vate office off his classroom 1t
* isobvlous that his students llke

Mr. Hamilton too.

"“The kids coll me Harry and

. I don’t mind,” he says, ‘“They

could do lots worse things than
call me by my (irst name."

. Mr. Hamilton Is teachlng
ihree of the five 70-minute
miusie perlods a day this sem-
ester, Although class sizes
vary, one ¢f them has no less
than 62 or 53 students in it. It is
no!l unusunl to have students
drop in lo practise with the
band during thelr lunch period
or g spare period. Il just shows
how most of them feel about

their music and their instruc-
tar.

Alihough the classes are big
he finds them reascnably ecasy
to control.

"When they're in here
they're busy,"” he says, "‘and
busy people aren't a problem.”

ALLINFUN

That docsn't mean there's no
mischief, he added with a grin,
but it's all In fun, not mali-
cious. The fact that hiz stu.
dents are taking music be-
cause they want to is another
plus factor for him as a teach-
er, he feels. Youngater who are
really interested in something
aren’t hard lo teach. It's the
one who are being forced into a
subject they don't want that
give everyone a headache.

Mr. Hamliton's background
as a professional muslclan
shows why he didn't feel the
need to become a high school
teacher. :

He did his firsl radio broad-
cast a5 o0 harmoniclst st the
age of 10. At 11 he won a gold
medal at the Canadian Natlon-
al Exhibition, - and the next

year he again won a gold
meda! ot the C.N.E. for his
harmonica playing although
he was then In a class open to
contestants up to the age of 16.

At 14 he wen a sllver médal
in Teronto for his aecordion

playing and it was as an
accordlon player that he join-

ed the musiclans union. He had

not turned 16 yet at thal time.
He storied fooling around on
the trumpet when he was aboul
20

Al around Lthe nge of 18 he
began doing some arranging
and selling his arrangements
to dance bands, At aboul the
same Lime he began dolng a
radio program from St. Catha-
rines wilh two secordionists,

une af these was a {ellow who
used the name Sharpe but Is
betler known to the public
today as Sam Shopsowitz of
Shupsy's Delicatessen. He was
a fantastic accordion player,
Mr. Homilten says, bul he
gave up hls muslc to become a
Efﬂnmman when his [ather

When World War 1l broke
oul he decided toa get In ahead
of canscription because he
wanied to go in the air force.
When he enlisted they were

tooking for musicians appar-
ently and before he knew [t he
wns in the air force band
playing ol recrulllng posts and
jn Otlawa as well as al depar-
ture centres in the Marilimes,

“When | got out of the air

force after 3'; years I was siill
getting calls ns an accordion

player,” he chucklea, “al-

- though I had long since sold

my accordion. Only a [ew
people knew me as a trumpet
player,”

TRUMPETPLAYER
It was o3 o {rumpel player
that he became knowh as an
adult musicians, howesver,
and he lists appearances on
Chicho Valle's Los Cubanos

- and Latln American Seranade

along wlth his membership in
the Art Hallmen Orchestra
when they did the People's

" Credit Jeweller's show as part

of his experience,

He played trumpet and French
horn with Hallman and also
sang with the Hallman quar-
let.

He also sang with the Jack
Duffy quartet and Lhe Pat
Ricclo quintel. Other bands he
played with which might be
remembered are Mart Ken-
ney's Orchestra, Barry Town-
ley, Sunny Puncan and Walter
Mishko's quartel. He also

played the vibraphones with

Mishka,
He only gave up playing
professionally a couple of

yeara ngo because of medical
reasans.

“Two years ago was the flrat
New Year's Eve I've had to
myselfl since I was 13, he
chuckles. *} found m ARy-
ipg ‘What am 1 doing here? |
should be out there'. I'm as
bad ns an old {lre horse, I
didn't know encugh to quit,”

When he quit Mr, Hamllton
had 1% year's work booked up
to do. He hed also had surgery

Iey @ nervous condition which
spoiled his trumpet playing
and later surgery put him in a
leg brace and cut him off from
the vibraphone sinee he could
no longer stand for long pe-
riods. This is part of the luck in
his carecer, he says, slnce he
had no medical problems in
evidence when he made Lhe
move to teaching but he woulld
have had no great chance ¢f
becoming a teacher a couple of
years age when hes had lo

give up playing.

During his years a8 a profes-
sional musician Mr, Hamilton
also was siudic director of
Mason Music lor seven years
in addition to hls evening work.
When Mr, Mason died he left
the company and became an
itlnerant musle leacher visil-
ing schools twice weekly for
the Toronlo Board of Educa-
lion, anather seven year occu-
pation. He'wns also still IE:}L
ing professicrnally at t

point.

He plgo sat on the board of
direclors of the Band Manters
Assoclation and ran a Cana-
dian Youth. Music Camp at
Beaverton for the association.
The fact that he was teach-
ing music and around it all day
helped him when he had te glve
up playing, Mr. Haml!lton:
says, but he still missed the

soctal pspect of the job,

- Considering the Hfe style
associaled with musicians and
performers Mr, Hamilton has

agaln been Jucky in his private

life.

He's sill]l married to the
same lady and they have three
grown daughters.

“I'm very lucky,” he saya.

“We had some very rough

timeg in the beginning and
Pinkey (her name's Lorralne
but absolutely no one ever

Police Beat

Vandals coused $1,000 worth
of damage at Centennlal Pub-;
lle School last week when they

_ broke twelve double-pane win-

d_nf*ims with o pellel pistel or
rifle.

Somecne placed unknown
malerials in a washing ma-
chine and set them on fire at o
laundromat In Georgetown
last week. The washing ma-
chine was destroyed In the
blaze, with damage eslimated
at $600. .

Vandals galned eniry o &
portable at Georgetown Dis-
trict High School and inflicted
damge on Lhe [nterior, with
estimates of the damge at $200.

Caosh In the amount of $70
was slolen from a home In
Gien Willinms when burglars
broke in some time between
December 28 and 31, It is
believed they got Inte the
house through the bedroom.

Twenty-four eight-track
topes, a tape caITying case
and o botile of rum were stolen
from o vehicle parked outside
Gordon Alcott Arena Saturday
night. Value of the stolen ltems
was eatimaled at §138.

.y
>

January Furniture

A Hulton Hills resident re-
ported an attempted break-in
at her home ln Georgetown.
Somecne iried {o break In
through the bathroom win-
dow, but did not gain entry lo
the residence. Nothing was
taken.

A break-in sometime be-
tween 8:30 p.m. and 1 am.
Saturday night nelted £330 in

* cash from a general store on

Steeles Avenue.

A break-ln was reported at
the Sliver Valloy Heights Dev-
clopment office on Main Street
gouth, but nothing appears to
have been taken.

calls her that) never once
asked me lo do something
EEE-H

Harry and Pinkey met in the
séventh grade so she knew
right from the slart how much
siaying home alone there'd bo
If they married.

“She knew what she was
gelting in 1o, he chuckles,

“"because 1 used to have to call

her up and break dates when
we were going together,”

Mrs. Homlitan has nolhing
toe do with music but all three
of their giris play the plano and
some other musical instru-
ment as well, The youngest has
nlso done a lol of dancing and
choreography for o few shows,
Music wasn’t part of Mr. Ham.

‘{lton’s family background ei-
ther, he sald. Neither of his
parents were musical. He was
an only child.

STORY PUHLISHED

During the Jast few years
Mr. Hamlllon says he hag
begun doing qulle a bit of
writing. He recently had a
ﬂhur!*pﬂry published In Con-
tact, o
Guild magazine, Laat manth
an Oltawa mbgazine, Sioney
Monday, published one of his

poems.

“It"s one of those magazines
that goes to llbrarles and
universities,” he jokes. “Greal
for the ego but not so good on
the pay."

One of his fellow students at
York Unlversity told him dur-
ing a writing course they were
both taking that he would get
into writing even more than
he'd been inte music. Mr.
Hamilton suspecis that he may
be right. As a musician he only
got involved in plays after the
work was all done. Now he's
wonider(ng about writing a
play, )

Now Available gf

Canadlan Wrller's

Mr. Hamllton says that
while the band does well ot
Georgetown High School he
would like Lo see vocu]l music
getting o better deal, Students
don't seem too interested 30 it
way dropped. No school in
north Hallon seems to have &
cholr and it disappoints him
when hé looks at the huge -
choirs in Toronto schools.

Attitudes are changing in the
aren, he says, and this may
happen evenlually 1oo. He is
just pleased that he so seldom
has problems with parents
lelling their children what in-
strument they must play. He
recalls one father who told his
son thal boys don't play flules
even though that was the boy's
choice and another [ather who
didn't belleve girls should play
drums. This Is & rarity, how-
over,

What pleases Mr. Hamllton
most aboul his work Is the
number of hls students who
have carried on with thelir
music after they leave him. |

“Quile a few of my students
have carried on from here and
are with groups and using thelr
muslc to make a living,” he

says,

Even the ¢nes who aren't
musiclans stiil stop b{}tg soe
him and have a chat. day
of the interview no less than
five former studenis home
for vacallon from universities
dropped In lo renew their
friendship with a man who has
a special place in their school

day memories.

‘‘Yhen 1 first started teach-
ing 1 was awed by it all,” he
jokes, V1 kept wondering how a
teacher should act.”

Ten years later he's stlli
teaching so he must have
figured out the secred.

Halton Rapid Print

INSTANT PRINTING WHILE YOU WAIT
PHOTO COPIES UP TO 17''x48"

Special Janua

teatyre

« 8%4x11 copies only 10¢ *
Halton Rapid Print

2 Main 5t. N. Georgetown

877-3123

SOMETIMES FLOWERS

ARE THE ONLY WAY
YOUR HEART CAN SPEAK

Whatever your messoge
Call us Today and

it's on ifts Way

Fenclley FLORISTS

82 Mill St. Georgetown

877-6901

*> FABRIC
CLEARANCE
207 t 12 Price
Reductions

No injuries
in rear-end
collision

A rear end collision at Mill
Strectl East and Wallace Sireet
In Aclon caused $525 damage
1o cars driven by Jean Marion
Jackson and Maureen Ingles,
both of Actan, There were no
injuries but charges were laid
after the acciden! by Halton
regional police.

Clearance

SALE!
NOW IN
' PROGRESS AT

‘New -'spifﬁg' Fabrics
Now Arriving

HUSQUARNA

-__WHITE -.MORSE_

Best of service at all times all at
Your 'On'e\ Stop Sewing Shop

Are invited to fake advantage of a free Leglon
Service,

MR. J. TRAVERSY

Prov. Service Bureau OfHicer 1
rom Hamilton |

Will Be At

CANADIAN LEGICN BRANCH 120
At 1-CIP.M.

MONDAY, JAN. 8

——r

O
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Poor road
conditions
~cause crash

To give skilled advice on veterans benefits.

A two-car colligion on Mead- Anyone with questions on war disabliity pension, FURNITURE
vale Road near Lengfield in war veterans allowance (burnt out pension) WAREHOUSE - _ .
Acton caused $1.000 to cars treatment or hospital care. is urged 1o call or LYD.
_ Friday driven by Joan Ham- wrlte: . ; WN E
~~ - . mond and Lilsa McDonald, - : gyt I 39 Main St. I 0

H.E HALE
Branch Service Officer 877-3435.
Who 'will arrange an appaintment

both of Acton. There were no
charges laid by Halton region.
al police say road conditions at
the time of the acciden! were

poor due to the weather.

334 Guelph Street
| Georgetown — 877-2628

Georgetown

877-4331

SEWING CENTRE




