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To many people being a
~ minister is a sober, norrow
existence. The old sow about
. everything that's fun being
elther illegal, immeoral or fat-
© lening seems to be the way a
- . minister’s life must be in many
. .. people’s cyes, Then they meet
- Andy McKenzie and discover

"l g he doesn’t fil the Image.

.. hns spent 22 years as the
' .~ mjnister of Knox Presbyterian
-~ . Church in Actan, will leave the
cungregatlnn the end of Jan-
~.L L pary to take | over new duties in
_-Perth, :
. D0 Rev. McKenzie has done o
+ e :lat-of olher things during his
- *time in Halton and it is these
-.!" - outsjde intereafs that give the
s lle . to the stralght-laced
. imuge of o minister, He be-
. i~ -longs to the Actgn Retary Club
" and served as president In
.. *+.--1960-61. He has been a director
.+ + - olthe Acton Charhber of Com-
.+ - merce.and its president from
.’ -1964. to 1968. He has- been
.+ padre of the Royal Canadian
. Leglon Branch 197 since he
- . first rame to town. He was one
-+, ., OF Halton’s five delegates to
.. «the national Cohservative con-
. wvéntion in 1967. He was on the
... .~ board of directors of the Aclon
© . Curling Club and took his turn
* 7 ..a6 prestdent .in 1969-70. He s
. -~.also a. member of Walker
. "Masonle Lodge and the Cutten
* ¢ »:Clubin Guelph. Besldes that he
found time te rolse seven
- children and {ake care of his
congregation.
COMPARED NOW
“These days amlnister must
_be a community minister more
. than a congregational minls-
- ter,” he says. "l am under
-~ . more calls from outside than
« r .church - than inside it. And.
. *".these people are oflen more
- .demanding than members of
- -the congregatlon. Some of
. . them wanl service now il nol
sooner when they call up. |
' don’t feel there's much wis-
dom In getting o great pile of
people you can't handle,”
- He Jeels that 500 members Is
the absolule maximum a con-
-greation minister can handle
- gn his own and he has no
. secretary at Acton. Lucklly he
. -loves the record keeping snd
fillng’ part of the minister's
' -work. He has afflelated at 335
.7 sveddings, 420 funerals ¢172 for
- . . members), 53¢ baptisms and

" " received 545 -new members
"+ into the congregation during
-, Abal 22 years. Since he estl-
. - mates that 15 members of the
' ... congregation move per year
- -: his charge has increased only
S ullghtly In that lime.
© .. HURON COUNTY
.. -7 . Rev. McKenzie was born in
.-, May 1918 on g {tarm in Huron
. - -County, As the sixth child In a
family of slx boys and two girls
he had no idea how he was
_ golng to get an education. He
- only knew he'd get one some-
- how, His father died months
after retirlng at the age of 62
because of heart trouble and
- Rev. McKenze worked and
. borrowed Lo pay for his school-
ing.
' %Ie studled at Torento Bible
college, the Unlversity of To-
- ranto, the University of Alber-
ta, the Presbyterlan College in
Monireal, Yale University and
the Universily of Sachville,
New Brunswick. Winning the
gald medal for the highest
_marks in theology during the
“three-year course al Presby-
terian College Moniresl, en-
titled him to the grndua!e's
travel scholarship and this
enabled him to go-to Yale.

Rev. McKenzie's original in-
tention when he went o Yale
was to get his Doctorate of
Divinlty then take a teaching
position in one of Canada's twa
Presbylerlan Colleges. How-
ever, while he was at Yale
the Hew Testament nstruc-
lor's positions al both schools
were [illed by young men.

"It was a terrible disappoint-

" ment lome,"” he says. "1 could
have gone ahead but there'd
have been no place for me Lo
teach when I finlshed so I very
reluclantly decided that I'd
better change my plans and
become a congregational min-
ister.”

He preached for calls in b-mh
Windsor and Istinglon in the
fall of 1947 and got the word

' from both places within 24
hours of each other that beth
congregalions wanted him.

T taok the one with the nins)
work and the least money," he
chuckles.

The Islington congregatlon
econsisied of 70 members wor-
shipping in a halt basemeni
when he went there but it had
grown 10 470 members and a
brand new building by the time
he lelt In 1836.

NOT EAGER
wiwhen | left there I felt T 1
pever did anything more In the
church 1I'd done a pmllyrﬁuﬂd
job,”" he says. "'l wasn'l loo
eager lo come to Acton. 1
thought of myself as a subur-

how 1'd sland the quict, slow-
ness and conservatism of a

town. As the years passed § goi
to Hke It very much, Ten years
Hev. McKenzie llats curling,

goli, hunting, gardening, pho-
lography and reading as hob-

and bulll hils own cottage on
the French River In 1963464,

Reverend’

Rev. Andrew McKenzie, who -

ban minlater and 1 wondered -

biea, He alsc llkes carpeniry.

golling curling and service
club memberships. He will be
the thirteenth minister in

Perth as he was in Aclon. He

also jokes that Lanark County
hasn'l elecled a Liberal in
generations, n comforting

thought for a dedicated Tory.

Although he ls only live io
seven years shorl of retire
ment Hev, McKenzie decided
to move because he wanis a
fresh opporiunily to use his
experience.

“] think I've accumulated
quite a bit of understanding of
human nalure and the way to
molivale people to serve fhe
church,” he says. *1'd like one
mare change to use what 1've
[ecarned starting completely
fresh, This congregalion
seems 1o feel they wan! a man
who has proved himself in
anolher pastorate.™
© Rev. McKenzie met his wife
when they were both altending
Toronte Bible College at the
beginning of the war, They
married in 142,

In many ways Rev, McKen-
zle feels heis lucky tostill be in

* the ministry. After he had a

heart atiack in 1971 his health
was so bad he feared he would
have 1o relire early,

"My memary was so bad {et
o long time that 1 began
writing full transcripts of my
sermons and prayers and
everything,' he says, "I den’t
think mest peaple realized how
bad 1 was. I was just hanging
on by my fingernails {or aboul
ihree years,"”

Hearl problems run in his
family, he says, but he has
always had o slow heart and
the attack was meore like heart
failure than like a heart at-
tack. -

LIKE FAINTING

"N was just ltke I was going

fo faint,’" he says. My vision

started to go and | had to pull
off to the side of the road. 1

" didn® falnt theugh until I got to

the hospital in Guelph. 1 think
it was more pn altack of
exhaustion than a heart atiack
as such."

He has made great changes
in his diet since then as well as
curtailing some of his actlvi-
ties and about two years ago he
began to pick up again,

Hev, McKenzie is a greatl
family man and the stories he
tells about his youngsters re-
flect the fact that just because
they are raised in a manse
doesn't keep them (rom being
just like cveryone else's

youngster.
The eldest, Joanne Ander-

son. lives in Bramalen with her

11-year-old daughter and gdog.

It is the dog which has disrupt-
ed the orderly existence Rev.

life is never dull

McKenzie hod mapped out for  and works in Bramplon a1 CN - plass door in the process.

his family, Fxpress was once dored 10 The other three McKenzie  Edmonton. Bonnle Alain iy a

I scems that when Mrs.  streak through Acton high girls have ol left home Mar-  hank feller in Innsvate, Aller.
Anderson and her daughter schooland croshedinloaplale  why Roughley Is o teacher at  1a, and Carol lives in Kin gslon,

Nancy moved inlo a house in
Hramalea from an apariment
in Toronto i was suggested
that o dog mighi make a
suitable Christmas present for
the young lady who now had
romn o kKeep one. Hev, and
Mrs. McKenzie- weni o the
pountl al Limehouse and found
a little wire-halred terrier and
touk her home on a Thursday
nlght o have her wll ready
when Nancey arrived Friday
evening. Unforiunately for all
his well-inlentioned plans
when Naney arrived Friday
nighi she had a dog with her.
“My henrt Just sank when [
walked in anid saw that dog,”
he says, *'1 knew exactly what
that meani. We were stuck
wlth the dog. Of course, Bill
this 15-year-old son} was tickl-
ed 10 death, He's been agital-
ing unsuccessfully for n dog for
years and [ always said no.™
Misty is now “infamous all
over fown,” he says with a
grin. She went down around
Ilhe AfP supormarket one day
and they gave her n bone and
now they do it regularly. They
have nicknamed her “The Re-
verend'' :

Rev. McKenzie laughs as he
explains how eldest son Alan
managed 1o hifchhike all over
Europe and Asia ol the ripe old
age of 18, During the cight
months he was away he only
worked seven weeks on an
glectric turbine in Helsinki,
Fintand. He stoyed in hostels
and managed on next to noth-
ing, Rev. McKenzie said. In
the end he wired hia father that
he thought he'd come home If
Dad would loan him the mon-
ey.

the University of Alberta in

GOOD MONEY

Alan has now left his semii-
hippie ideas behind him and is
earning good moncy as a well
sigh! geologist. He compleied
his honours degree in philo-
sophy- and was persuaded to
try working in the ofl flelds
by a frlend who promised he
could have the necessary qual-
ifications In two yeurs if ke
applied himsell. He did and
finished his course in 18

Hev. McKenzie says the best
way to gel his hoys 1o do
anyihing was always to dare
them.

“They couldn't resist a
dare,"” he chuckles, "When we
were in the Bahamas for a
week 1Wo years ago someane
dared Bill 1o shave off his hair,

He did. He looked like Baldie
Beechnut when we got back.”

San Glen, who [ives at home

o CALENDARS
|

THE BOOK SHOP

108 Main St. S. Downtown Georgetown 877-8861

robert Gougeon's

1978 YEAR END
STOREWIDE
HOME FURNISHINGS

CLEARANCE SALE

NO PHONE ORDERS

*

PERSONAL

4 DAYS ONLY

EVERYTHING

OUR REGULAR LOW PRICES — iN STOCK MERCHANDISE ONLY
APPLIANCES NOT INCLUDED

WED., THURS., FRI. & SAT.
DEC. 27, 28, 29, 30

— ALL SALES FINAL —

WEDNESDAY: 9-6 P.M.
THURS. & FRi: 9-9 P.M,

SATURDAY: 9.5 P.M.

SHOPPING ONLY

95 MAIN ST.
DOWNTOWN —
GEORGETOWN

®X® robert
Gougeon

rurnttwinges: b or Grrncious Living

HOUSENOL R

Group of Mens

SHIRTS

Girls 4-6X

DRESSES -
PANT SUIT

Kiddies 4-6X

COATS

Glrls 7-14

Girls 7-14

PLAID
JACKETS

Assorted Group

BRAND NAME
JEANS
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SILVER'S
Clearance Sale

Group of Ladies

DRESSES

Group of Ladies coordinated

SPORTS
WEAR

Group of Ladies

SWEATERS

Advi

SKI JACI(ETS

BODY SHIRTS

Slight Subs

3 off

13 off
12

Orig. to 22%

29%
39

s 4%

19”

ski Jackers 1977

Reg. 247

217

Reg. 26%




