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While it is customary to look ahead in
anticipation of fulfilment of dreams, it is ad-
visable to look back aver.one's shoulder now and
then to see if what has been accomplished in the
past warrants optimism about the future,

The statement is s applicable to housing
as any other unfulfilled dream or aspiration.
And a review of the accomplishments of Canada
and Canadians in the housing field gives one

ood ammunition to be optimistic about the
uture in this country.

For. unlike European countries. Canada
has produced more than 80 per cent of its present
housing stock since 1920. Or to put il another
way, less than 20 per cent of all housing of all
tvoes is more than A vears ald

Even more striking is the fact that more
than 65 per cent of all the housing has been built
since 1945 and that more than a quarterof il has
been out in place in the last decade.

The happy result is that Canada boasts a

greal diversity of housing of all types, of all ages

and of all sizes with the total now exceeding 7.

million units. '

This is a far ¢ry from 1920 when the

grandparents of today's generation of lenants
and homeowners occupied only 1,202,350 housing
units from the Atlantic to the Pacific. In four
provinces there were fewer than 50,000 homes
and only Ontamo and Quebec had more than
100,000, :
Of course, the population has undergone a
remarkable change since 1920 when there were
only B.788,000 persons occupying the country's
1.8 million square miles. Boosted by 1m-
migration, this had more than doubled by 1960 by
which time the number of housing units had also
almost doubled. The country's present
population is-just over 23 million.

Industrialization ([ostered new em-

loyment opportunities and, atded by heavy
oreign investment, new mining [rontiers were
opened; new oil fields developed and vast hydre-
electric projects initiated. The St. Lawrence
Seaway - long an unfulfilled dream - became a
reality, and a booming economy accompanled by
a high standard of living became accepted as the
norm.

Since then there have been some
remarkable changes - {or the worse. Growth in
the economy has slowed and unemployment has
reached 8.3 per cent of the Iabor 2700 11s highest
peak since the Great Depression. Inflation has
grown from a minor inconvenience intg an ugly
monster which even the omnipotehl Anti-
Inflation Board can't tame. Some ple now
believe it won't be overcome within their
lifetimes. _

The labor unians have becomne even more
power{ul and have been able to win inflationary
wage settlements and disrupt the economy.
Government have not only intervened more and
more in the economy and the lives of individuals
but have also grown in strenglh. There are now
more than 1,250,000 persons on their payrolls.

Yet through violent swings in the economie
cyele, high unemplﬂymenl. inflation and other
diffliculties, housing construction has tnoved
5teudﬂ{ forward .to the point where it is

enerally agreed Canadians are among the best
oused people in the wuld. i oot the best housed
people on earth.

Average weekly eamnings in 1961, for in-
stance, were $78.24. This spring average weekly
earnings were $243.44 and climbing. In 1961 the
average existing home had a price tsg of $14,125,
while the average price of a new house financed
under the National Housing Act (NHA) was
$14,888,

Although wages more than tripled so did
the price of houses. Today, however, there are
some units - both existing and new - which are

being marketed at less than the corresponding
gainin wages. Atthe same time there are others
priced above Lhat figure. Inshort, there iz a wide
range of prices, just as there is a wide range of
housing typea and styles,
Over the past year the sceles have been
tipped more favorably in the direction of the
rospective home owner, Inlerest rates have
allen from a high of 12'4 per cent to 10'% per-
cent. The price of existing housing rose about %
r cent during the 12-month eriod ending in
{arch. However, this was below the
corresponding increase in average wages and
inflation. The latter rose 7.6 per cenl during the
gsame 'Feriﬂd*_ 1
he number of properties listed lor sale
through the Multiple Listing Service (MLS)
during the Hrﬂt&uarmr of 1977 was 28.7 cent
hig}lmr than in the corresponding period a year
earlier.

On the new home scene there was a surplus .

of unsold units on the matket at the end of lasi
year. One study eslimated there was a year's
supply of empty new housing units in Ontario,
which should keep prices in line.

Blair Jackson, executive vice-president ol
the Canadian Real Estate Associalion, echoed
this view on a national basis in the resale field. A
buyers' market exists, he said, "'with a grealer
variely and selection for buyers lo chouse from,

" with prices actually a better value than at this

time a year ago."

Yes, statistically, at last, Canadians have
very right lo be oplimistic about lhe fulure as
suggested carlier. 1f thev can match the level of
accomplishments of lhe past, there is every
reason Lo believe the steadily growing benefits of
being a Canadian will conlinue - not only in
hous nlg‘ but in other aspects of Lhe good life.

t must be remembered, however, that 60
per cent of the population did not become hume
owners without some [inancial sacrifice.
Neither will the remaining 40 per cent if home
ownership is their foal.
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453-845

s

SURPRISE CHRISTMAS PACKAGE
it's oo big to wrap but et Mike help
you give your family this lovely 3
nedroom home {0 enjoy the whole yoar
through. Situated on an extra large lot
in Gien Witliams and priced to sall in
the low $50's 877.017],

Finn H. Poulstrup, (Manager)

Susan Carrier
Tillie Harvey
R.C. (Bob) Ollivier

NORVAL VILLAGE

Greal spot to live - especially wiih 2
acros of garden soil and a maintenance
free 4 bedroom home complete wilth
mature tree plantings. Lots of potential
plus nat too pricey! Call Reg Cooper
77 M7l

877-7858
877-7937
877-9550
877-9290

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY
snuggle up in this Jarge 3 bedroom
backsatit set on one acre, Lois of room
jo ski-doo plus o 2 starey barn lo keep
them In, Asike will show you this
country bargain. B77.0173,

GOING — QQING —

Make It gone, It you are looking for &
home in the very low elghties, this Is
probably your very best buy. 4
bedreoms on 3 acres with bush and
irout stream. Family room with
tireplace, separale dining room and
living room and everylhing BIG. Let
Btoh Ollivier prove it fo you, 877.Q173.

FIRST HOMET?-Localed on edge of
town. 4 yrs, old, 1 bedroom semi
backapllt. Latge eat:ln kitchen, separate
dining and living. room. Call 5Susen
Carrler-R77.G171,

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS-Couniry
Fving in town. Custorn built home, waik.
out 1o deck, fioor 10 ceiling brick
tireplace, 24 acre lot, beautifully tand.
scaped, Call Trudy 5immons.87}.0173,

Pyt a smile on your lawn"’

REALTOR

COZY PICTURE _
Sitting by the fireplace wilh the
Christmas Ires lights reflecting. That
can be yours If you buy this 3 bedroem’
Avon Alodel located on quiel caurt,

“Thishome has a targe living and dining |

room with bulll.in appliances in eat-in
kilchen, The yard is complelely tenced
tor your privaty. Call Susan for your
personal inspection, Priced to soll ;n
the $70.'s 877-0173. <

THINK SUMMER

Why fight trafilc next summer when
you can have lhe enjoyment of the
beach right in your ‘own backyard.

Spotless 4 begroom brick bungalow
located close fo all convenliences on &

|arge lot in 1own, This home has been

finlshed 1o perfection and Is ready for.

immodiate occupancy,  Call Susan
carrier now - Priced to sell UNDER

540,000, 877.073.

INVEST iN YOUR FUTURE-5tart your
own busincss or lease to others, Com.
marcial properly-almost 2000 sq. fi. 2
pparimenis upstairs. Low 570s. Bob
Olllvier.877. M7,

LIVING WITH IN-LAWS -Now get a
home ol your awn at a low price. Only
$140 monthly, 1 bedrooms, 2al.n klt-
chen, living roam with walk out to palia.
Calt Trudy 877-017),
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HOT LISTING!

Landscaped Y3 acre, edge ‘of

Georgelawn, 4 bedrooms, 2 car garage, _

walk.out basement, Steal o) 349,500 SANTA SPECIAL

asking, Call Reg Cacper £77-0172. Everylhing you could want at a price you can atford. Large lol,
- separate dining, 5 bedrooms, 1 baths, main floor family room, with

' vatk.out, ground floor laundry, broadloom Hhroughout, attached
parage. Call Trudy at 877.0171 and discover the rost.

MINUTES TO BRAMALEA CITY
CENTRE _

On hatf country acre, with 2 walk.outs,
maln fioor tamily room with tirepiace,
Like a big kitchen? this one has room o
cook. AND ecat and ihe Hving room,

QUIET CRESCENT LOCATION

This 3 bedroom bungalow has it all
nicely decorated with finished rec
room wilh wet bar. Play rcom - wine
cellar, all on a large lot. Flus an
oversized double gparage. Call Tillie to

NEW YEAR SPECIAL §51.%00.

tLovely brick bungalow, has 3
nedrooms, blg Kilchen with walk-oul to
cedar deck and professionatly finished |
family reom, all In Immaculale con.
dition. Don't delay call Tilile now. B77-

dining roem? super large. 3 bedroomns
and bargainpriced in mid eighties, Bob
Qtkivler a77.0173.

vlew this lovely home, 877.013.

IT'S NO USE CRYING-You had yaur
chance 1o buy an excellent 30 acre parcel
only 3 mlles to Gegrgelown. Reasonably
priced. Call Req Cooper.877-.0173.

$14,700-5tart the ne~ yesr in & home of
your own, .3 bedroom brick hame, walk.
sut from dining room 1o private yard.
Call Tillle-877.0173
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Tim Harvey {Mississauga)
Michael Adams

Reg Cooper

Trudy Simmons

1-828-6089
877-707
877-9458

§77.9345




