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JHALTON’S PEOPLE

Acton man reflects on his rough

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald staff writer
“I love ltaly ‘couse | was
born there, but 1 love Canada
because that's where I mak
my living." -

So says one o1 Aclon’'s long
time restdent, Eugene Braida,

Mr. Braida was born in a
stone house in a village ealled
Gravare, which is in the Alps
in the north if Italy. The farm
was very small and the main
crop wus grapes. They made
wine for o conlee. he said,

“I was a poor way to live,”
he said.

He was 12 when his [ather
died and he had to help his
mother raise his four younger
brothers and sisters. He wait-
ed unti! he was 19 before he

decided to emigrate beciuse

he couldn't make a good

enough living in Italy to keep
himself and help his family
Lo, :

He made the trip with three
or four boys of roughly the
same oge but two of them
stopped off around Teronto
where they had friends and he
iravelled on to Bracebridge
with only one companion. They
had come by boat te New York
City, that took a month, and
tpok the troin the rest of the
way. Customs were no prob-
lem in those days, he said. In
itaty Customs officinls might
have been stricter about whal
people were bringing into the
couniry but both Canada and
the United Stales were wrl-
coming new immigrants an
1906 50 they weren't checking
1hings very carefully.

TANNESRY WORK

He had friends from his
villege working in a tannery in
Bracebridge and they hod ar-
ranged his passage for him
and sent him his tickets. Un-
fortunately histrain ticke! was
wasn't quite complete. B was
onty good ta take him Graven-
hurst, 10 miles short of his
destination. The irain officials
forced him to get off at Grav-
enhurst and since he could
speak no English he couldn’t
make them undersiand where
he was going nor could he find
. out whal was wrong with his
ticket. Finally a policeman
came up 1o him on the plat-
form and tried te ask him whal
was wrong. Mr. Braida pulled
out a letter with the address of
the Anglo-Canadian Tannery
on it and tried to explain thal
he wos going there 1o work.
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BOOKS LIMITED

CHRISTIAN BOOKS

RECORDS & GIFTS
A1 George St. 5.,
Brampton, Ont.

Phone 457-9922

Another officer -was breught
over and the irain officials and
thr slation agent got into Lhe
ac’ loo, They kept saying
muaney qver and over bait Mr.
Rroida dida't know what 1hat

word meant.

Finaily he pulled out the lnst

ol his cosh, o five dollar bili,

and pave tt to the agent,
Immediately his preblem was
solved. He gave him a ticket
for his destinalion and handed
him his change and he was off
agiain, The tolal cost of the
remaining passage was 12
cenls,

During the iwo day train trip
Mr. Braida said he had nothing
to cat ar drink.

“I expect there was some
place I could get food and
witter but T didn' speak En-
glish so I couldn't ask for it,"”
he said.

- Wages when he staried Inibe
tannery were 2% cenls an
hour for a 10 hour day, he said,
and he got reom and board fer
H o week.
lolinns were well liked, he
.said, because they were known
ns hard workers. For 1his
reason there were o number of
ftallan famiites in Bracebridge
and it was easy 1o get jobs for
friends or relatives in the
fannery.

LATER MARRIED

One of the talians nlready in
Bracebridge when he arvived
was the girl he later married.
Teresa and her sister emigrat-
ed in 1505 along with their aunt
and uncle and Mrs. Braida was
working in a linen [actory
when he met her again, They

‘ had gone to school together as

children in Dtaly, he said, so
they were already acqueinted
before they arrives in Canada,

Mr, Bratda worked in Orace-
bridge for a number of years
with a few breaks for other
things.

One of 1these breaks oecurred
shorlly afier he first came
there alithough he isn't exactly
sure of the dale.

He was oul of work because
Ihe tannery was on short time
s he deeided to go north and
see what he thought of mining.
He took the train to Cebalt and
then wenl tu a silver mining
comp by horse and wagon, It
was aboul an hour's ride {rom
the town. There were no roads,
just Irails through the bush..

some of the miners lived in
tents but semye, like Mr. Brai-
da, had te sieep in wagons
wilh a blanket thrown over
them 10 keep ofl the rain, They
bought their own food and
cooked it themselves outside.
The beds were {ull of lice, he
said and the only transporta-
tion was farmeres who came (o
the camps, leok the men lo
1own for a fee, and waited 1o
bring them back.
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g-a5a.m. Sunday Schoal
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9+30 a.m. Holy Euchar iaf

V100 aom. Morning Frayer

Chrisimas Eve
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Eugene Brajda, 91, was born In o stone
house in the Itabian Alps. Ilis mother died in
this lome in 1398, Alb throogh World War 2 the
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Hruidas could get no news of thelr family and
aever kpew If they were allve or dead, Mr,

“Ryery Ume 1 go down in
ihat dark place with light on
my head 1 think, 'this is no way
o matke o diving, Better you go
back to Italy',”. e chuckles.

The only lights the miners
had were candles.

Although he enly stayed in

the Coball silver mine about a
month he managed to be there
at the time of Coball's first
firer. He remembered going by
harse and wagon o walch the
whale lown burn to the ground,

He can'l recall what stnrled il

bl he remoembers i was 3

Local Cancer Society
discuss need to help

Ity DEE BUTWELL

The exceulive members of
the Halten Hills Unit of the
Canpddipn Cancer Socicly met
an November 30th, at 1the home
of Mary Ellen Dridge, A wartn
welenme was exlentded 1o our
guests, Joan Takahaski, and
Bart Fitzgerald, and we hope
that they enjoyed their #vening
with us. Fellowing a delicious
pot luck supper, the business
meeling was ronducted by
Barbarn Skinoner, our Presi-
dent.

It was announced that Clag-
delte Smith, who has bren our
unit’s Treasurer, Tor the pasl
vear, wanld b the 1979 Cam-
paign - Chairman Tor  Haolton
Hills, Flugh Pattersen, treasur
or of the Acton hranch of the

Society, wilf assume the re-

sponsibility of Treasurer for
the Halton Ehlls Unil. T1 was
with  sincere " pleasure  thal
Barhara Skinner presented o
Cortificate of Appreciation to
Mary  Delpuidice,  who s
been the Service o Patienils
Chairman for the past two
years, Mrs. Delguidice has
done @ wonder(ul jub in sup-
porting and encoursging the
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cancer patients  within ow
community.  She  has also
preatly assisted these people
i ohlaining any necessary
drups and supplies, and helped
thern with uny other needs
hey might have,

All members of the execu-
tive appreciate the excellent
work Mary bas done in her
pusition, and we regret that
other commilinenls hase ne-
cossitoted ns to find a replace.
menl for her posilion. Anyooe
whio s nursing buckground
and is interesied in this job, is
mast weleone to contart Lhe
oflice al #57-1124.

The unil has an imperabive
need for more velunteer driv-
ors o teansport cancer ph-
Lionals tn the Princess Margar-
¢l Bospilal s Toronte for
treatmends. Guos inileage and
parking costs are paicd for by
the sociely, and iF anyone can
Dol py, even onie gy & it s, W
wouldt be gphitt to hear Truem
VNS

The tweed ta help aur patients
lrom  within sur  own arch
doesn't lessen, Jusl because
the  holiday  season is ape

and Mrs. Brakda spenid three months tn [faly
1u 1956 and gave (he farm te other members
of the family st that time,

(Phata by Maggie Hannah)

very dry time, probably in the
carty spring and the fire hap-
pened during the night.
WANTED TO KNOW

When he got back lo Brace
bridge everyone wanted fo
know what he thought of the
north and the mines.

meets,

patients

praaching. ‘The patienls are
very gratefut for this help, and
many friendships have deve:
loped in this way.

 The executive agreed to
muke o danation to the Prin-
crss  Margaret Hospital, in
order to bring cheer to those
who are confined te the hospi-
tal, over the Christmas heli-
days. :

Heity Hull, the Knitting Ac-
tivity Chalrman reported that
the beautiful hand  knitled
infant and toddiers wear, plus
novelty items, knitted by our
Activity Group, would be on
sale ol the HBlue Triangle
Club's bazaar, held December
ast, of St. Andrew’s United
Church. We express our thanks
lo the Blue Triangle Club, lor
ppaksding us to have o booth set
up at their safe.

Mary Ellen Hridge, Educa-
tion Chairman, stated that a
float was being huilt for the
Geargetown Santa Claus por-
ade, by Chris Bridge, ond
Barry Butwell,

We weltome Hila Halrslow
who s now [l Recording
Secrvtnry of the Execubive.

= P o

= Amay— —E AL

— i e ——— TR F—

—

It's wbrth $25 on any
FURNITURE

OVER *135

Tuesday December 26 only

One coupon per purchose

Brooorn’s

334 Guelph Street

RCHASE

Clip & Bring this ad with you

Boxing Day

FURNITURE
WAREHOUSE
LTD.
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“l 1ell them, ‘you go Iry
yourself’,” he said.

Mr. and Mrs. Braida went
back to laly to be marTied In
1912, They stayed about three
months, then decided they
could make a better llving in
Canada and returned le Brace-
bridge and 1he \pnnery.

That year Mr. Hralda
hroughl over his 16 year-old
bruther Abel, betier known (0
Actun restdents as Bilk, but his
brather Severing {or Silver)
was 100 close o golng inlo the
army ind couldn’l get vut of
the country until he had done
Lis service. He served four
years efore he got oul.

Mr. Braida, himself, escap-
wl doing serviee because a
witlow's eldest son is exempled
in peace lime in order to help
support younger children.

Mr. und Mrs. Bralda relurn-
od te Naly with three of their
children in 1923 with the inlen-
tion of staying there perma-
nently. They had four children
when they again relumed to
Canatla 2'7 years later.

Rena was born in the same
stone house with the Nugsione
roof in which Mr. Braida had
heen born. There were, of
course, no such convehiences
as waler, telephone or ciectrl-
cily, The houses were, 1 fact,
very tnuch an all-purpose
siruciore. The Tamily's live-
steck ised the main foor. The
family lived i the second
storey and Lhe lofts for hay
were above ihat. The lorms
were scaltered bats of ground
somelimes several miles apart
depending on where there was
a bit of ground goud enough ot
clear enough to be cultivaled.
Since the ickds o farmer own-
ed were sa scaltered the hous-
o5 wore groups logether in one
place rather than being on the
property the farmer owned,
Mr. Braida soid,

TANNERY CLOSEDR

‘The Bracebridge lanncry
closed up and its workers were
offered jobs in a fannery In
Huntsville. Mr. Braida said he
apd his famity stayed there
about six months, leng encugh
to see one winter, then decided
ihey didn’ like the area. They
come ta Acton in March 1926
and he's siill here.

Sinee he had learned o trade,
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start in Canada

was in many others and he
used to cut all his winier's
wond on neighbering larms
and use that to keep expenses
duwn. He alse worked for any
farmer willing 1o hire him
when he was on short time at
e tannery and often gol a
palch of ground on which he
could grow the family potatocs
for the winter in return for his
fabour.

The Braidas farmed on their
58 acres for 12 years. During
elght of those years hey kept
Guernsey caltle and shipped
milk In a local dairy.

Then in 1955 the land was
sold for: Acton’s first subdivi-
sion, Glenlea.

I didn't want 1o s5cll,”" Mr.
Hraida said, “but 1 figured
1 was nol doing justlce to the
town if 1 don*l. The town want
to spread out, let it spread, I
figured. Somebudy gol 10 storl
it, so 1 guess i1’s me.”

‘The Braidas celebrated their
golden wedding anniversary in
1962 ail Mrs. Draida died
seven years loter.

FAMILY CHEF

Il was while Mrs. Braida
wis il that Mr, Braida learned
10 cock and he is now the
tamily chel with the meals on
the table when Alma and Nine
gel home in the evenings from
wark.

Palilics has been a long lime
interest of Mr, Braida's and he
soid he hasn't missed voling
since he has been able o vole
in Canada. He may have his
awwn hias in pohtics but that

finishing sole leather, he was .

able to get a job in Beard-
more's lannery and he was
with them 16 or 17 ycars.

\r. Iiraida bought lhe shoe
stare non Mill Street from Bill

and John Kenney in 1938 and

he ran that with the help of his
daughter Rena, until 1958, He
quil the tannery in the 1940s
ahhough hie can’'l remember
the exact date. He opencd his
own faciory n 1952 miking
women's shoes, boots and slip-
pers in a Bullding behind his
home on Queen Sireet. He had
40 perople working there when
it closed in 1965,

Mr. Braida bought the old
Mann farm which he suspects
goes hoek te the crown. It was
Ihe properly famous Canadian
railway builder Sir Donald
alann bought 1o build his par-
enls a home.The 130-ycar-old
house has been completely
renovated inside and out but
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bers of parliament {rom drop-
ping in to chat whenover they
were passing. He was ap-
proached during his younger
days 1o sland fer municipal
clections, but his wife always
discournged him, he said.

He is ihe eldest and longest-
standing member of St. Jo-
seph's parish ond the back
roam of his shoe store was the
seene of many a good theologi-
cul discussion through the.
years as the Presbytenat.,
United and Anglican minisiers
stopped in 1o chal with Mr,
Braida.

Me. Braida was well known
inside his family for his story-
tefling ability and his children
well recall how he used to have
them intears for hours with his
sad stories.

w3 course, we hatd nothing
olse 1o do in 1hose days. There

wns no radio and we didn't
have & ear 50 we didn't go
anywhere,” his son sald.

The eight grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren have
all enjoyed Papa's stor{es too,
he sald.

When Mr. Braida celebrated
his ninelieth birthday with an
ppen house last year conserva-
tive estimates shys 775 guests
stopped in some lime during
the day lo wish him well.
Visilors come up to 100 miles
for the party.

Mr. Braida is very proud of
the relationship he maintains
with his two brothers who live
less than & mile from him.
They never fight, he said, and
they still love cach other, His
1wao sislers died in Italy,

He lost his son Narman in
1974, He was  president of
Beardmore at the time,

SOMETIMES FLOWERS
ARE THE ONLY WAY
YOUR HEART CAN SPEAK

Whatever your message .
Call us Today ond
it's on its Way

- Pendley FLORISTS

82 Mill St. Georgetown
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lhe original structure is stilh

there underneati.

NMr. Hruida reendled that
during the Depression mongy
was scarce in their home as i
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GAROARLL BY ARMLA

From as fow os

59995

...w'} McCULLOCH
CHAIN SAWS
From a low

59995

SHOP VACS FOR
DAD'S WORKSHOP

$67oo
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HALTON BURLINGTON
L CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 1978
Hﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂ“ !

NEW OWNERS FOR HUNDREDS
"~ OF IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS
AT VERY AFFORDABLE PRICES

____,___ﬂ_-—-_

ENJOY THE COOL WINTER EVENINGS
WITH ONE OF THE WIDE SELECTION
OF BILLIARD TABLES AT KELLY'S

From os low as 5325"“

N

Complets Line of Accessories —

e FIRE LOGS ® BACKGAMMON GAMES
o WEED EATERS » SNOWBLOWERS
e B&D POWER TOOLS ¢ B&D WORKMATES
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE
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But.most of all from alf
of us to all of you

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS"’.




