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YOUR MORNING SMILE

“I've been stumped ~by
one word for Lwo weeks, '"the

crossword puzzie fan told,

his friend.

“How about fortnight?"
"was the un-helpful hint.

By MAGGIE HANNAR
_l!mld stallf writer

The need for a hostel in
Halton to temporarily shelier
abused wives and their child-
ren has been proven and the
scarch ls under way to find a
location for this shelter it was
revealed last week ot a meet-
ing of the board of directars of
_Haltons' Women's Place.

Board chairman, Terry
" Grubbe said, *"The [acts show
& definite need in the area for
abused wives to have a place lo
go with their dependent child-
ren in times of disiress.™

Proof of the need was found
in a feasibility study done by
students hired by the Halten
Hostel Sicering Committee
and paid for by granls from the

ii-!'l-li"l !l‘it’.qtt'!!l.l:ihi-
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s Lo close Ln mid January.

Milton site likelx
Women’s hostel

plans move ahead

Secretary of State and Young
Canada Works Program. The

four month study, which was

released Tuesday included ini-
erviews with social agencies
nnd professlonals as well as
the public. It was endorsed by

the Chiildren's Aid Sociely,

public heéalth officials, local
social planning councils, Pol-
ice Chlef Ken Skerreil and
numnerous arca politiclans,

“l believe the hostel will
finally become a reality. We're
aiming for an epening dale in
1979 and we're very hopeful we
can get staried,” Mrs. Grubbe
sald.

Board members are 8o con-
fident of their eventual success
that they are already hunting

for a suitable location, prefer- .

ably somewhere central, pro-
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RIVER RUN SALE
FALLS THROUGH

Attempts to salvage something from the project alter L.J.
DeCaly went bankrupt and the River Run housing development
on River Prive had Lo be closed down have lallen through says a
principle second morigage holder.

Murray Grueson of Garthdale Invesimenls, the company
that originally owned the River Run property, sald attempts to
sell the company and get anolher contracior (o coalinue the
development have not been succesaful.

" 'The bank has issued & power of sale, he said, and It is open

for public bidding. There ks, however, a reserve bid oo the
property so the lowest bidder may not necessarlly get it. Bldding

“Someone will pick it up mad )t will contlnue,” he
 predicted. “but we won't be invelved'’,

lhruugh the hanhmplty
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career In aeronautics.

Seven-year-old Karen
Ramdohr of Stevens Cres-
cent In Georgelown got to
ghare some Christmas spirit
last week with a family she’s
never met who live more
than 500 miles away.

Karen, the daughter of
Christes and Carme] Ram.
dohr, was watching George-
town's Santa Claus Parade
Dec. 2 from the sidewalk
oulside Fobert Real Estale
on Guelph Street when she
was awarded for her patien-
ce in walting lor old 5t, Nick -
with a pair of hellum-filled
balloons. A Fober! employee
was spreading the Christmas
cheer by handing oul the
balloons (o youngsters in the
vicinily.

Karen later decided to free
the balloons, but not before
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Portendlng what may become quite a
Karen Ramdohr,
seven, of Stevens Crescent (ahown here wlth
her foar-year cld brother, Erlan) inadver-

BALLOON SAILS 500 MILES

Mr. Grueson would not say how much money his firm lost

g

she had atiached a amall tag

- bearing her naome and nd-
dress along with an invitat-
lon to whoever [inds the
balloons to lel her know how
far they got. Much to her
delight, the [linder qutckly
complied.

George Farrelly wrole to
Karen last week [0 reporl
that he'd come geross the
two balloons while driving
along Route 101 near Norlh
Seituate, Rhode Island, some
530 miles from Georgetown,

Mr. Farrelly, a resident of
Cheparket, Rhode Island,
gaid he had spolted the bal-
loons lodged in a Llree near
the highway, a lucky ihing,
he said, since North Scituate
is predominantly a rurel
area where the ballons could
eastly have been lost and

bably eround Milton and have

“found one thal building com-

miltee chairmaon Louise Hebbe
terms **ldeal.”

STAFF RESIDENCE

It is a former stafl residence
for Halten Centennial Manor
and it 15 presently up for grabs
because it has been emply for
several menths. The twe-stor-
ey building conlains 15 bed-
rooms, a large kitchen, laund-
ry Iacilities in the basement

‘and a huge bascment room

that could be used as a play-
room for children. It also has a

‘separate apariment which

could be used by hostel staff,

"t's super and would be
ideal for our needs. It's alrea-

dy zoned and is close to all lhe -

necessary facilities,” she said,

It is only o mile from Lhe
hospital, less than o mike from
the court house, right beside
stores in the plazn and right

next dear 1o a hus stop where

scheol buses pick up children.
It is alse close enough lo use
family counselling facilities
withou! requiring duplication
of exisling services.

While the huilding is not up
for sale, only for lease, Brs.
Hebbe said, the commitlee
was given a very warm, but
non-committal reception from
IHaoiton Centennial Manor ad-
minisiralor Jack Charlion
when they inspecied the pren-
ises. It will be lensed fuily
furnished and requirer conly
miner wark to bring it up to
preaent bullding code stand-
ards, This includes installing
fire and smoke deteclors and
rebuilding crumbling balcon-
ieq and [ire ecscopes.

The commiitee 5 preparing )

tently made something of a dent In the higtory
of Might with her 48-hour balloon “'excursion’
lo far-away Rhode Island.

{Herald pholo}

never seen again.

Mr. Farrelly added that his
three-year old scn had a good
time playing with the ball-
oons after he'd retrieved
them from the tree. and
brought them home,

A quick check with the
ntlas and a glance at the daie
on Mr. Farrelly's letter rey-
caled that the balloons had
laken less than 48 hours Lo
cross Lake Ontario, New
York and probably Connecti.
cul before coming o I'E'.‘:l In
fRhode Island.

North Scituate is a'l:mut 15
miles west of Providence, the
state capital, which is itself
sligated on Rhode Island
Sound, an inlet of the Atlantic
Ocean. Pravidence is direct-
ly across the state border
{from Massachuselts.

- Georgelown

a letiter to Mr. Charlion [or
preseniation te the board of

‘directors in Jonuary staoting

their needs and requesting the
right to tease il.

GROUP HUME

Al least two other groups are
already leoklng at it, however.
Holton Hecovery House wanis
it and the Sheridon Youth
Group arc reputed to be the
favoured prospeciive ten-
nanis, They would use i1 a3 a

group home for youngsters in
Imub}v with the Jaw and in
need of a shelter during a
rehabilitation 1ype peried,

Tentative plons eall for o
hosie!] staff of about 5 people
and an xnaual hudget of
-$135,000, Mrs, Hebbe said. Pro-.
vincial and regional social ser
vices would offer finnncial
-help onee the proposed hostel
iy operating but nat before.

Origina hopes that a Canada

‘Works grant could be sblained

to give start up funds were
dashed with recent govern-
ment budget cuts. Now the
group,is looking to foundatjons
and private donations for these
funds,
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- NHaiton Hills' flrst IIIIIH}’.. Msyor Peter Pomeroy, his wife, Judy, and their
_daughters, Janls and JUI, will be spending Christmas at home with tamily and
friends this year. A l‘nm!ly Christmas seems to be in the cards for most people
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Huge, new Acton plaza

could still be built

iy PAUL DORSEY

Herald staff writer
A strong reprimand from
“one of the better plaza build-
ers in the country” and the
overwhelming resulls of an
Acton housewile's amateur
survey has prompted town
counedl 1o once sgain send a
proposal for a multi-million

dollar shopping plaza back to
its planners for further consi.
teratton,

Jerry Sprackman, owner of
Landawn Shopping Cenires
Ltd., appeared as surprised ns
anyone at council's Monday
night mesting when June (-
ourke, a lifelong Acton resi-
tdent, came forward with the

Stag organizers
face charges

Twan of the organizers of the
Vulunteer Fire-
fighters' Association charity
stag are being charged with
viglating the Liquor Licencing
Act, bul no criminal charges
have becn laid against the
other arganizers or members
of the andience In connection
wilth alleged obscene acls
whichi pelice say occurred ut
the siag.

Constable Les Graham of
Hallon legionn) Police said
Den Maveal and Bruce Lewis
will be charged under the
Ligquor Licencing Act because
the organizers failed to ensure
thal the sale of liquor at the

slag wasdone with Lhe proper
parimit.

Constable Graham said the
firefighters has assumed 1hat
because the steg was held ot
the Georgetown Golf and Coun.
try Cluh, which is a licenced
premise, the associatlon did
nol need to seek another per-
mit, la facl, the only way the
association would have been
permitted to sell liquer on the
premises would have been I
the golf and couatry club hod
purchased the liquor and the
sales had proceeded through
their cash.

Contlnued on page 2

preliminary resclts of o survey
she s conducting smong the
communily's shoppers lhal
support Mr. Sprackman's

posal to build & large 5hqumg
centre on Aclon's easter

dary.

{315 Aclonians inlerviewed
thus far, Mrs. O'Rourke re-
poried, enly [nur have indicat-
ed that they do not want such a
plaza built in the community.
The rest spparen! oppose the
decislon af the lown planning
poard, which last week reject-
ed landawn's plans for an
8 7-acre plaza that would in-
clude o large Zchr's outlel,
possibly & Canadian Tire store
and several small retail siores.

RESULTRS COINCIDE

The results of Mrs, O
Rourke's survey coincide wilh
those of a professional survey
being conducled this week by
Landawn consultants, one of
whom teld c¢ouncilt Monday
Ihat figures from the first day
show 55 shoppers in support of

a“mwudern Zehr's slore'” at the .

propesed site just oulside Ac.
tan and only seven opposed,
Mr. Sprackman announced
that the consuliants’ survey
will continue through the week
regardless of counchl’s action.
Also on hand to support the
plaza proposal was Aclon re-

1ailer Jake Kuiken, bead of Lhe
community's Chamber of

Commerce, who recalled that
Acton offered more shopping
facililies Also nn hand to sup-
port the ploza proposal was

Aclon retailer Joke Kuiken,

head of. the community’s
Chamber of Commerce, who
recalled that Acton coffered
more shopplng facilities 15
years age when he moved
there from Strathroy than it
does today, even though the
population has increased by
pearly 3,000 residents since
then.

“We need more retal] out-
lets,” Mr. Kuiken told council,
“whether i1's a8 new plaza or
more stores. T 1hink the down-
lown seetlon has everything (o
gain."

Cancern over the possible
echnomic effects the proposed
plaza might have upor Acton’s
downtown merchanis was the
chief reason behind the plan-
ning board’s rejection of the
plaza plan last week. The
planning depariment express-
ed doubt thet the community
could supporl both a downtown
core and an outlying plaza.

Mr. Sprackman, however,
wos strengly critical of the
baard's decision, claiming that
(Continued on page 2
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Star Wars the rage

Star Wars loys are the rage this Christmas with

E:E local gift buyers.

: Swimming Rebels second
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Rememhers Italy

Ninety-year-old Eugene Bralda, 8 long time Acton
 resident says he loves Canada but he also loves the land of
= his birth, Italy. Mr. Bralda talks this week with Herald
=+ slaff writer Maggie Hannah and recalls his early days in
= Hallon along with his hard working days in the Cabalt

High school page returns

The Gmrgl.luwn and District.high school's monihly
: page makes its December appearance in thls week's

The swimming lebels finished second at a boys
meet in Searbarpugh over ithe weekend.

Meet the coaches -

This week The Herald presents o new feature, "'Meel
the Coaches”. Meet the Novice Reps Charlie Hanman.

big circulation read g
first by everyone.
Reaching more than
13,350 homes in
Halton Hills

" contacted by The Herald as to thelr plans tor the holiday season. For o glimpse of
the hollday plans of some of the town's well.lknown people, 1¢¢ the story on page

( Photo by Lori Taylor)
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Smallwood camp

Fairy Lake plan concerns Acton residents

ministry’s if we were to have
ull the delegattons here. It
wouldn't do any good. Why -

Concerns cxpressed by Act-
on residenls and property ow-
ners over the proposed expans-
ivn of the Smallwood Acres
campground on the shore of
Fairy Lake has prompied the
tewn planning board to request
an envircnmental assessment
frormn the provincial govern-
ment.

The 1own was asked by the
ministry of industry and four-
ism (MIT) whether it had any
“legal abjections™ to the issu-
ance of a permil that will
enable the campground own-
ers lo add 25 new campsiles
wilhout services in a one-acre
"overflow'’ area,

Presenily, Smallweod Acres
features 45 campsites with
electrical, water and sanitory
hook-ups, 120 with just the
sanitary hook-up and 10 with

no services.

When the MIT's request for
comment was placed before
the planning board last Tues-
day, however, councillors Roy
Booth, Ed Wood and Waller

Bichn all revealed they had

been contacted by several Act-
n pariies who generally wish-
ed to have the matier held over

umil they could delermine

whal the expansion entails.
Coun. Boath pointed out that
the town has no authorily o
challenge the expanslon from
a legal standpoint, and if the
permit Is granted as requested
he has noright to try and block
the expansion. He specuialed
that the matter could have
been tabled pending comment
from those concerned eoxcept
for the fact thal the MIT's
reques! for municipal npul
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arrived in Oclober and minist-
iy officials are likely awaiting
the reply.

Coun, Wood rl.-p-nrtcd that
the . Beardmore Tannery,
which has g centrelling inter-
eslin Fairy Lake, had contac!-
ed him to query the pro-
posal and also wished to have
the board's decision delayed.

Coun. Booth inlroduced an a-
mendment (o a suggested re-
commendatlon which he said
will ensure the concerned part-
ies g chance lo address the
proposal. If the board were to
simply delay its own decislaon,
he noled, the MIT would likely
go ahead and grant the permit
nolwithatanding any comm-
enis the town cheoses to make,

The amended recommenda-
lion, which was approved by
the board, acknowledges that'
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ihe town has no fegal object-
lons 1o the issuance of a per-

mil, Ingt polnts out that there is

“great concern’” over the pos-
sible  environmental impact
the expansion may have upon
Fairy Lake and, the surround-
ing area, The nmendmeoent re-
nuesis that - the permit be
issued only un condition that
an cnviroomental assessment
is conducled and that the
concerns of the Halton Hills
Fire department are resolved.

Planning director Mario
Venditti informed the board
thal Fire Chiel Mick Holmes
has expressed concern aver
the availahlity of o' reserve
waler supply which the fire-
fighiers could tap in the event
of o fice In the expanded
campground, One possible sol-
utlon, Mr. Venditti said, would
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he Lhe instatlation of on under.
pround waler collection sysl-
ein such as the one used al the
oid Toronlo Internationa)
Dragstrip vast of Acton,

Coun. Boolh explained that
his amendment would requice
the pravince 10 conducl an en-
vironmenial assessment that
otherwise would have lo be
handled by (he town al greal
expense of time nnd money.
All concerns from the public
secler, he said, could be refer-
red to the MIT and properiy
heurd thore,

""The important wording
here is ‘eavironmental asse-
ssment”, because thal automa:

tically requires public parlici-
patian,”” Coun. Booth assured
the board. “This matter really
has nothing to do with us. We'd
be wnalinﬂ our time and the
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should we go to the expense of
doing the studiez when we
could have the ministry handle

them and have the whole prov- -

Jance, rather than just the town,

pay for them?"'

Councillors Ross Knmhiel
and Harry Levy agreed that -

the MIT should be informed .

immuodiately of the town's (eel. -
ings. Any citizens or other
affecied parties who still wish
to address the board can do 50
later, they said.

- 1+ & r 4 I b

“I don't think any of ithese
people are really opposed to .

(the expansion) ™,

Coun. Wood ;

sajd. '"They’re mostly concer- »
ned that there are decislons !
being mnde ther know nothing -

about.”
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