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Georgetown’s Frank Black

In love with th

By PAUL DORSEY
Herald stalf writer

During his childbood in Ber
muda, Frank Black of George-
town witlld draw fire from his
teachers al the naval scademy
for paying more atlenlivn to
his notebook skelches than e
-5 fessons.

Even more, those first und-
isciplined drawings sirugygled
to eapture the chythim of the
sea and the synchronized ach-
vily of the harbors that lnes il
shores.

sow., although he is some
dislance removed from the
segseapes of his youth, Mr,
RHlack, al #4. has nal abandon.
ed his love of the occan.
Pominating the vils and wat-
erealor  portrayals of  great
waves erashing agninst rocks,
huge clippers i full sail and
crowmmen lufing at dockside to
ready thuir eeaft for He incom:
ing tide. When he is nol paint-
ingz, I spemds many  guicl
hours at  home  assembling
wioden model ships or carving
comtical f1purines of wealher-
beaten sailors,

AT INSTRUCTOR

Feank Black 15 besi-known
lovally as an arl aastrucler.
*poving taughl painting  and
batik. among other aspects of
e fine aris, to students of all
apes who assemble in area
schotls for his cotrses, but {0
thuse sludents and the many
lovers of arl whoe have visiled
his exhibitions, bis tadent as an
artist is unguestioned.

A Black has mmsell studi-
ed in Toroma with Arthur
Lismer of Hie Group of Seven,
extended his culwral educal-
wnin New York City, teavelled
the wesliery hwemisphere on
painting expueditions and disp-
[ayid his work in major shows
acrass Canada,

Inlerestingly  enaugh, Mr,

Black settied in Georgelown
samme 25 years age primarily
beessts of the areie s ntrigue
g progriphical lealures and
alractive ndscapes, Al 1hal
e, he recalied in o recenld
interview  with The Herald,
north Halton had been appeal
ing 1o the creative instinels of
al least three pronunent paint-
ers and ilusiralors
ol the  day with
whom he was pro-
fessionally  acqgu-
ainted in Taronta,

Durmng the carly 1950°s, Mr.
Black savs neted Cunadian
artists  Fred  Brigdep, COW.
Jeffries and Fred Hayvoes
would make vevasional sketel
gt Irips from Toronio, using
Georgetown's MeGibbon Hoeted
as their home base while datly
exturstons into the undevelap-
el heartand of the Niagara
Fscarpment wery conducted
Mr. Jeffries, in fact, laler
iHustratled & book aboul 1he
area that was compiled by o
Fookwond anther and entitied
Une Thoosaid Fenees

TAIMPEDWEALTH

Mr. Black, too, has lapped
e weahh of  rural  seepes
arogmed the area that seem (o
passively offer Themselves as
excitinge  subject maticer {or
pavinhinge and sketehing, When
thee subject of 1w finished
pannling itsell s nol ceadily
wleatifiable, the itles serye to
resulve their Lvauliarity, with
recurring references o Silver
Creek, Thillsburgh, Norval and
ather nearby communities,

AMr. Block was bora in Eng-
Lanad in 1894 bul emigraled lo
Rermuda with his parenls as i
child, There, while bis father,
an engineer, designed  anid
bl 1he bridges and the ship
vards, he concluded s basice
schoaling ina taval academy
and was already laying 1he

promriwork for hes canes as
aznaertast, as well s oo lover ol
thes seit.

Efe seithnge i Toranly soon

Calter, M Black was vinployed

as an stpprentice al the Me-
Lean Pubhishimt. Cosnpany
vivw Melean-Hanter? bet-
woeen HRE and 1915, where he
learned aliost adverhisog and

Cinderella
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ol Seven, espeenatiy o regem
VLTS :

Tom Thompsen, whe  Mr,
Blnck acknowledped as o frue
fenis, divd several years be-
fore e Giroup of Seven wis
foraned (o falliw Thompson'™s
example and bring Canadian
pannt i 1 line with The innoy -
aive gand progressive Eurog-
LA TILY :

HALTON’'S PEOPLE
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e was still not entirely
serinis about pvireer inaet by
the fime he enlisied me the
Capadian Army i 195 ol
wits shipped pyerseas wilh the
stth Highlanders, On lhe bal-
Helields of e First World War
he was wounded twice, the
secnnd e s Bim hospitali-
zed in England untit the end of
Uhir wilr,

Far the disabled velerans,
lensever, the Canmbian puyers
nment wenld provide opporl-
griitics to attend various educ
ational courses. and Mr. Black
faval 10 lis instinets, selected
the fine arts, 1t was hack in
Toronte, agmm at Mclean's
thaat he e the all-imporiant
decision tie pursue arl serious-
IV LS A Cireer.

YEAMISLEARNING

What followed involved live
vears of learmng the funda-
mentals and The finer msmees
of the arts il the old Ontarwe
College of Arl, where he stud-
e, s mentiened, with Arthur
Lasmer. Bismier was nal The
anly  member ol the well-
knows Group of Sceven with
whom Mr. Black wus acquain-
ted, however. He met most of
the other members glongside
dozens of olher arlisls whose
work, e said, hos been largely
ipnared because of e vague-
sty fome allotted e the Group

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

A PAUSE WITH M. CLAUS-Little Jenny Thompaon was on hand Suiurdgy al
MeDonald's on Guelph Strect for breakfast with Santa (laus, (Above) Jenny shares a bite
and discusses the stock market with Mr. Claus. {Below) Terry McLean of Aclen headed
strulght fur the Jolly fat man's lap to tell him of all the Christmas treats he hopes to receive

an Christinas moraing.

( Photos by Michael Hollell)

Mr. Black wunad-
ers, thouph, whil
his happened 1o the
many remtsing paetings he
viewed ol Torante galleries by
artists who he cigsadered to be
in league with the best of the
Group of Seven. Had these
lesser-Nnown artisls won Lhe
support achieved by the Group
largely through the MedMichaol
vollechon, he speculated, they
tonvwonild Le familiae names 1o
all Canadian art faneiors.

With the exeeption of one or
o Group members who were
Mmancially  secure o begin
with, few Camithan painters ad
fhat e were hie to seppart
themselves by painling alone,

“Uwiside of a few purirail
patiters. 1 didn’l know anyone
who made o hving ot painti-
ng. " Mr. Bluck recalled. *You
hesel to o into conunercial ar
I gt anywhere, ™

Camereid ar! became a
necessary oecupation for Mr.
Black [ollowing  his  return
{rom New York City, where he
was a member ol the  Art
Shdent's  Leapue. Even s
mitial eritwal sureesses - bog-
g with the aeeeplanes in
197 of one of his paintings ot
an Ontarie Seciely of Artists
ey show - Jasted no langer
tHhan a decade, During  thal
time, the jury shows saw his
works accepted on o regudar
hasis, selevied brom aersong
thogsands of entrics.

COMMERCIAL ART

i owas, he says, Uguile o
feather inmy cap'”.

Then, whether he was free-
L o cmployed on o
retainer (ee with specilic com-
painivs, eonimercial arl g
mented s income from The
sale of paintings for  maoany
vears, He worked as a sketeh
artisl al the Toronte 1aily
Star, it times llusicating divily
news evenls or infercstingd feu-
wres. Inother years. he work.
el mat of his own Toronto
studio, preparing ad lay-outs
aied graphics for & number of
cnrporale cusiomers.

While his carver in commtner-
ciad art continped, Mr. Black's
paintings were being singled
ol by the Hoval Canadian

Academy of At for showings

m Teronto aomd Montreol dur.

g e mid-Baa's AL Cassan

dmnther Group of Seven mem-
ber, was a director of  (he
Avitlemy o e e,

Then, around 1952, Mr,
Black began guestioning  his
abilily 1o continue  painhng,
it h physicably - hecause of his
vivigal isolation in downtown
Toroma with no personal form
of 1ranspartalivn - and finanei-
ally, because of his need to
conbinue working at eommerc-
kil art. )

[ wos Mr. Block's wife,
Lillian, who [inally persuaded
hitn t forgel his nolions of
abandoning his painling. Mrs,
Black, o talented designer of
millnery in her own  right,
iravelled Yo pearby Georgel-
own ene day and bouglit 1the
Large rambling while house on
Guelpls Streel, severat dobrs
down from The high school,
where the couple lives comfor-
tably o 1lus day,

GEORGETOWN THEN

Georpgelwn was a Crm-
ity ol some 500 residents
when the Blacks arrived from
Torentn The louse in wiach
they sellerdl was one of the
nldest in1he area and nccupied
whal was furmerly known as
the Harpwell estate, which,
avearding 1o Mr. Black, ance
strelched some distance easl
aned west, far from ils present
bmnelaries.

As the 19s0's hepan, the
Harpwell eslale was situaied
close to wlal waos then the
lown limil, marked by o brass
plale embedded in the side
windk ot side what s now Kay's
(irneery. The community has,
ol course, since Iripled o
popatzdion and stretched much
furlier in size, but Mr. Black's
real interest in the arca lies
pulside he urban boundaries.

Mr. Bluek has spent many
days Irekking across the rural
Lands surrounding Georgelown
retuening from his expeditions
wilh pencil and ] skelches
thal, buck in the studio, are
ransformed inlo vibrant and
eolorful fandscapes that invir.
iably caplure the essence of
ihe lerrain unigue to this area.

Many art lovers have nofic-
ed Mr. Black’s shility 1o do
sound justlee to his geographi-
ca) subjects and have commis-
stoned him 1o paint locul scen-

Y
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Geargelown's bestknawn painter ond art instructor, Frank Itfack, poses

New “‘Community”’
section
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hefore i recent seascape he execyted In olls at hls Guelph Street home and sfudlo.

es o pacticular unporiance fo
thetn.,  frem Bancrolt 1o
Burke's Falls

Nevertheless, Mro Black's
profound adinirstion {or the

© physieal hoesmity of thas area s

vistly  overshadowed by his
affection for the energy arad
medion of his “lirst love™ The
L A

BERMUDARETURN

i'rionr .to his arrival on
Gicorgetoown, Mro Black setur-
med o BHeemuda, visited The
other Canbbean [slands and
Ipnk  tune to stpdy maripe
painting in the U5 wilh lwo
of the workd's loremns! practit-
mners of 1hal parlicelr arl,
Emuel  Gruppe antd Slaniey
Wamnlward.

(M Cruppe. wilh whom he
warked side by side along the
ol shoreline af Massachusel-
ts. 81, Black sivs he was “the
wizard a1 paming hurbors and
bt seenes.” The Rev, e
expliened, is in closely study-
g the tides and The sction of
the waye, o Bermda, be has
phserved, every  thind wave
hitting the shore s oo large

ane . Such extensive study and
skistehing 1s erucial if an artist
is o preperly  capture the
chythm and movement of the
5441

Duepicting the Teeling  of
Imevemenl in oo paintinl s
eaually smporiant in Mr.
Bitacks landscapes, maoy of
wlueh are readily comparable
i the work of the Group of
Sever comhining flosrog lines
impressionistic eolor and var-
jeet directionnl surfaces offen
created with palevie knife, cal-
her than brush

In cecenl years, Mr. flack
has revived tns old appreciat-
Wi for watercolors, employing
ot formal oearly as much as
his oils. Mr. Black soled that
his students and friends in 1the
rawn’s Palette and Pencil Club
are sumilarly  expersnenting
with wintercoles with greal
success now it 115 popularity

s aglaan rising

SUGLESTEDCLLUDB
M, Black sugpested the [or-
imation of such o cluby at the
el of ope of s arl courses
abowl 12 years apoe, when

students complained (hat they
had e forum in which they
could fullerw up vn their less-
ans. The club members gathe-
ried [or their Diest ocgamzatio-
nal mewting at his home and
cotilinue 1o exhibit their works
around town on a regular
RETES

Mr. Black commented that
he has adwiys enjoved teach-
e, whether te junior students
a1 Holy Cross Separale School
or odulls st the High School
nighit classes. He takes greal
pritde in e fact that many of
his former stedems are sl
painting and. onoeeasin, ach-
VIR O ameasure of suceess,

1 sl engey helpmg people
ot wlys just want o learn,™ he
says. 1 gel so enthused wilh
prople who want 1o lalk about
art and ask if 1 can help them
learn more, 've koown a lot of
greal artists and have stored &
lot al wselul knowledpge aboul
art, so now [ just like to pass
that knowledge on o wheever
witlets to learn.”

Mr. Black is alse prow? of
thie fact st anany of his local
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sludents have
arlistic 1alent  “‘beyond 1he
picture-making stage,”" striv-
ing 1he ereate emalion-fifled
paintings rather than just
“prety pictures’’,

A good painting will slack
up nght atengside good music
wnd goud boeoks,” he explain-
edd, pointing owl that it would
be wnfair to the buyers of
patntings to ingere their indiv-
idugl unigueness deliberalely
“preity them up’ in an effort
i manke them more commerc-
iy saleable,

Mr. Black ndvises his sbud-
enls to ey for “beldness™ in
heir painlings, avoiding ext-
ensive doetail, utilizing their
paletie knife  for parlicular
syrfaces and paving carcful
atlenlion 1o the painting’s ov-
erall eomposition. Nine limes
aut of ten, he said, if somelhing:
appears 1o be wrong wilh a
fimshed painting, it will be the
compsition.

SPECIFIC TALENT

Mr. Black does nol seem o
bhe o greal believer in the
notinn that certain individuals
are born with i specific talent,

carricd thoir

i el
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A, Back's love of the sen extends back to his childhood, when he studled at a

It acknewledges that il s
“instinclive’” [or most youngs-
ters todraw, or at feast doodle,
at an early age.

Whether they go on to devel-
opthat initiat interest in art ind
i Blossoming talen! appears to
bt largely the result of how
much encouragement they re-
ceive nver Ihe years.

As far as his own arlistic
Leritage, Mr. Biack reports
that hisuncle in England was a
[alented woodearver and pro-
duced extraordinarily beauti-
ful perisd furnmiure. His par-
ents and immediale family,
hovweeyer, were nol 50 artistica-
Uy pifted.

Perhaps Ihe encouragement,
Mr. Black needed to conlinue
his involvement in painting
slemmed from his  personzl
desire to tepud and recreate
the seascapes of his chitdhood.
Hepardiess, his carly sucgess
in accomplishing this objective
nu deubt lurned his simueltane-
aus love of the sea and love of
artinto a sell-propogating oc-
cupation 1hal continues unabii-
1ed to this day.

Churches plan holiday services,
candlelight services will highlight

[ ]

By MAGGEE HHANNAH
Herald staff writer

As  the Christimas  season
proweecels locnd churches will be
presenting o variety of servic-
es and special progeams over
the next twa weeks.

Itev, Loen Ewing of St Al
ban's Anglican Chureh, Avlon
saied there will be o special
sandlelighl varel service a1 7
p.m. an e, 17 os well as the
regular marning service. On
Bec. 24 there will be the
regalar morning secvice and a
Firnily service of Holy Euchar-
isl at 7 p.m. as well os an 1)
p.m. candielight midnight
cuclarist with special Chrisl-
mi% iusic, There will also he
n Holy Eucharist service a1 10
., on Chrislmas Doy,

Rev. i Berryman will be
Inking services a1 St George's
‘Anglican Church, Georgetown,
On Dee. 17 there will be the
regular cuchartist service al R
p.n., and cheral eucharists at
g a0 and 11 a.m. The Sunday
Sehool concert will be held
during the allecnoun. On Pee,
93 there will be o cucharist
service at # a.m. and a curol
servicent 10:30a.m. aswell as
a famMly euchariat al 7: 30 p.m.
and a coral ecucharist at 11
m. Chrisimas Day there will
¢ o chorn) eucharist al 104.m,
CARULSERYIUE

Rev, Richard Ruggle will be
conducting a carel service in

St. Paul's Anglican Church,

Norval, o1 9:45 o.m. ond at §)
a.m, in St. Alban's Anglican
Church, Glen Williams on Dec,
2. There will be a combined
Christmas Eve scrvice in the
Glen Williams church at 11:30
p.m. On Christmas Day there
will be a combined service at

10:A0 dm. in the Norval
church. The Sunday School
Christinas parly will fullow the
regidar lesson and curel sery.
fee on Dec. 17,

oy, Bavid Sinelnir will hold
i service of corols and lessons
af 7:30 pan. in S5t Stephen’s
Angheasn Church, Hornby on
e, 17. On [Yee. 24 there will
e JHoly Eucharist service in
the Hornby Church at 8:30
p.m. a5 well as one in 3L
John's Anglican Church, Ste-
waritownat 11 p.m. Chrislimas
Duy there will be a family
Christnias Eacharisi at 1030
tam, in Hore' v,

ey, AL McKenzie said
thal Ihe Sunday School page-
nint witl be o parl of the regular
11 n.m. serviee in Knox Pres-
byterian Church, Acton on
Mee. 17. The Junior choir will
he taking part in the service
and i1 will also be white gilt
Sunday for the Sunday School
children. At 7:30 p.m, the
{*G17T group will be presenting
ilg Cliristimns service ot 7:30
p.m. Dee. 24 there will be &
regtlar service ol 11 n.m.

Hev. Peler Barrow will be
conducting regular services ot
{1 a.m. in Knox Presybierian
Church, Geurgetown and al
g:45a.m. in Limehouse on Dee,
17. There witl also be a child-
rens’ Chrisimas service pres-
ented by the Sunday School of
e Georgetown church ot 6145
p.m. and the church choir is
presenling a candlelight cant-
ata calted Night of Miracles
with guest »:=loist Brenda
AMcNeil al Bp.m. in the George-
town church. {1n Dec. 24 the
reguinr morning services will
be held in each church with the

youny People’s group present-

ingt a Christmas play al 730
p.m, in the Georgelown chureh
auditororm. There will be a
walchnight service at 11:30

p.m. inthe Georgetown church
(o be followed by a soup ond
crackers lunch in the auditor-
ium. There will also be a
Chrisimus Eve service in the
Litnehouse church although
Ibe time had not been decided
at press time,

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

ey, Inn MacPherson sald
that Union Presbyterian
Church will hold & pol luck
supper followed by a Chrlst-
mas concert on Dec. 16, Norval
Presbyterinn Church wilk hold
a pot luck lunch alter the
regular 11:15 a.m, service on
Dee. 17 and the Chrisimas
concert will follow it. On Dec.

24 there will be regulor servic-

ea at 10 a.m. In Union church
and at 11:15 in Norval with a
tulni carol service sponsared

y the joint youth group in the

"~ Norval church at 7:30 p.m,

Rev, Charles Beaton of Trin-
ity United Church, Acton said
that the Sunday School Chris-

tmas pageant will repluce the
regular 10 a,m. scrvice on Dec.
17, On Dee. 24 the Junior choir
will partlcipate in the regular
Christmas secvice ot 16 8.m.
The junjor and senior choirs
wilt take part in a candlelight
carol service at 7:30 p.m. and
there will also be an 11 p.m.
rgmmunion service,

Rev. Don Stiles sald that in
addition to regular services at
10 5.m. In St. Andrews' United
Church Georgetown and at
11:45 a.m, in Baliinafad United
Church the senior cholr will
present a candlelight cantata
called Festival of Carols and
Headings at 7:30 p.m. in St
Andrew's on Dec, 17. On Dec,
24, there will be regular morn-

Ing services as well as Christ-

mas eve services at 7:30 p.m.
in Ballinafad and &t  p.m. In
st, Androw's.

Rey. John Griffin sald the
Hillerest United Church Sun-
doy School will present o dra-
malic Chrisimas perinrmance
al t1:15 a.m. on Dec. 17 lo be
followed by o family Christ-
mas party and pot luck hunch,
On Dee. 4 the regular service
wilt be held at 11115 a.m. in
Hillerest but there will also be
a fnmily service in Bethel
United Church nt 8 p.m. for
both the Bethel and Hillerest
cungregotlons,

PERFORMANCE

Rey. Walter Ridley of Nor-
val United Church said that
regular services will be held ol
11:15 a.m. on both Dec, 17 and
24. Dec. 17 there wili be a
candlelight service al B p.m,
and the Sunday School concert
i5 at 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 22

Hey. Jlm McFadden of
Churchiil Community Church,
Acton sald that there will be
regular services at 11 a.m. on
Dec. 17 and 24. There will also
be a candlelight service al 7:30
p.m. on Dec. 17.

Dr, H. Llewellyn of 5t
Joha's United Church, George-
town and Glen Williams will be
holding & candlelight service
in the Glen church at 7 p.m. on
Dee, 17, a Festlval of Legsons
and Carals at 11 a.m. in the
Georgelown church on Dec. 24
and p family Christmas Eve
service at 7 p.m. in the Glen
chureh and an informal com-
munion service en Christmas
Day at 10:30 a.m. in the Glen
church. ;

Rev. Das Sydney of Acton
Baptist Church will be hol
la.m.servicesonDec 170

Coniinued on: Page 19
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