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People fascinate local historian

By MAGGIE HANNAN
Heratd sialf writer

Living in a cominunity that
had an urusual name storted
one of Halton Hill's better
known jeurnalists on the toad
to public recegnition, although
his love of people did a ot 1o
turn his research inle some-
thing saleable.

John MceDanald tived in Dol
Iy Vardens for 19 years and his
curiosity grew until one day in
1971 when he decided to look
intn the background af the
little community with the
strange name. He wenl 10 the
library expecling to pick up o
book and find out about it
Nvilhier Geargetown nur Acton
library possesssed what  he
wanted. He talked to Herald
publisher Walter Bichn bu!
newspaper files bud little to
offer either. He finaly began
lracking down former resi
dents of the area and lisiening
In their memaries and stories
they had heard as children
which were handed down from
prople who remember the Dol
ty in ils heyday,

His research turned up two
theories for the name. The
{irst, which he has heard [rom
soveral sources, says that i
wns named afler a woman ol
ill repute who lived up in the
hills near the Dolly and com-
milted suicide by pouring ker-
usine on herself. The second is
Juhn's own theory and stems
from the faet that many of the
residents of the area came
from 2 par! of London, En-
gland described in Dicken’s
novel Barnaby  Rudge. The
leading” femnle characler in
the aovel was Dally Varden
and women wore Dolly Varden
fashions right up into the carly
19208, he says. Thus he sus.
peets that the cominunity was
named after Dolly.

LIVIE KILNS

The community centreqd o
round lime kilng and had aboul
100 hands al i1s height. The
kilns were opened in the 1860s
and finally closed In 1931 with
ihe advent of modern techno
Iy

“Peaple fascinate me,” John
spys, and his many interests
seem 1o bear 1his out,

John graduated froim Byer-
won in 1971 after siudying
Radio, Televisinn Arts. His
must imporlant eourses, how-
ever, he says were the evening
gourses in public relations and

personnel refations which he -

leok on his own, e is siill
working on  Intensive  study
courses in Management Stu-
dies [rom Sheridan College. He
started with Gage Stationery
in Georgetown in 1999 and is
personnel manager with DHG,
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the firm thal teok Gage over,
John's interest in prople led
him o run as a Ward 3

pepresentative for Hallon Hills

council in the electiien and he
lopped the polls nol anly for his
ward bul for alt the candidates
runming 0 any single ward,
Sow hie is anxious to get onthe
jobs although he expects it will
take time 1o gel into e
rouline of Lnngs.

“§ hope people will realize
I'ny aceessible,” he says,

Jobn is also an avid jogger
and chuckled about the num-
ber of ears e had Lo push oul
of the snow Monday morning
while he was oul for his run.

“f guess 'l have 10 take @
quicter streel next time 0
storms,"" he 5ays,

John was born in Milton 0
k947 and came 1o Dolly Varden
at the age of five. He got s
elementary vducalion in a one-
ronm school at the corner of

Hlj;lnn} Seven and the Fourth
Line, Bunnockburn School is
now a house but John remem-
bers the school concerts there

whuen he was a child.

SCHOOL CUONCERTS

T guess my most embarras-
sing memories of those school
congerls come as 1 gel older,”
he laughs. -"'We were square
dancing or something and |
had Jeng underwear an, 1 roll it
up su il didn't show but it
slipped while we were moving
areund,"’

Another member of thal
communily remembers n
much younger John with plen.
ty of freckles, ot leasl one
mussing front teolk and 2
thurough disrepard for his au-
dicnee, John was in the [first
grade that year and it wuas his
first concert. His good trousers
must have been a bit hig for
they started 1o slide in the

middle of his recilation. John

gtopped right there to hilch

them up, gave the audience a
big grin and continued with his
recilalion. The expert wigele
tisidl 1o settle the offending
panls nearly brought the house
down, the lady says, and no
one ever did hear the rest of his
recitation. They were Itm busy
b hangt.

John's inusical career hegan
when e sang in the Haiton
Music Festivals,

“There was this other kid
named Jokn Me... samething
vr-other, [ can't remember the
lasl parl,”” he says. “He ai-
ways won. Every year when
thiey'd ¢all out the name 1%l
hope that maybe this year 'd
beat him, but | pever did.™

Evenif the festival adjudica-
tors didn’t favour him he wenl
oft lo begin singing with a band
during his second year al
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Aclon NHigh School nnd conti-
nued singing during his last
two years of secondary educa-
1ion, which he 100k in George-
town, and right through Ryer-
san, Now he is singing with o
band called The Delly Varden
Revue whiclk does mosliy 60s
music, contemporary rock and
country and western mosic, he
SOy,

John is a tmember of the
Esquesing Historical Seciety
andd has been with the group
singe iF was organized in 1975.
Wihen he was campaigning for
the election he hoped people
waouldn'l think he was interest-
edd only in the past since his
work with the sociely nnd his
historieal writings seemed lo
be his most visible Liﬂims 1o
e,

HALTONSKETCUHES
s book, Halton Sketches

resulled from his research on
Dolly Varden, he says,

“So much of the Dally's
hislory overlopped inlo Lime-
house that § got involved with
researching Limehouse too
he savs. "“The Limehouse
spread oul inlo Acton and
Geurgetown.”

He published his findings in
lucal newspapers starting in
1974 and two years loler the
were released as o book.

1 starled out with my re-
searchin a cardboard box on a
corner of the bookshell,” he
snys, “and now | have a
five-drawer [iling cabinet and
Fm Ih!nk:ng of gelling another
and.

1 wouldn't want 10 gucss
how many people T've lalked
to. Mosi1 of the good piclures 1
have, have come from people
who have left the area. The
prople I've mel are one of the
most gratifying things aboul
tdoing the history,”™ e adds.

John says he has begun
interviewing people and is al-
ready 16 o1 17 chapiers into a
second bouk on the area. While
it will contain a continuation of
lhe iype of material in his
original work, it may also
teuch lightly on the Depression
as Haltan residents koew it.

“1 wish mure peaple could
understand what pasi genera-
tions have gone through,” he
says. 1 feel 11 would help them
10 appreciate more what we
have as a result of their
efforts,”™

Although it is very much a
thing for the future he hints
that e may one day do o book
on the depression. .

John's grandmother was a
Scott from Limcechouse amd her
family will be included in the

nex! beok he says. Part of that
stary will tell how his Roman
Catholic grandlsther {rom
Pricevill left his church lo
marry his staunchly Presby-
lerian grandmother in 18949 ond
more or less cut himsell off
feom the rest of his family as a
resull of i,
BAUK THCIHURCH

“Hut he went back to the
church ance i year,' he says,
“Just tn keep in louch, |
suppose.’’

John's father. Russell, was
ane & nine children and spent
his life in (e area. He worked
at Domlar for 18 years along
with such fumilinr people as
Toem Hill and Russ Miller. He
died in 1967,

John is Llhe eldest of nine
children and thev all still live
near by “belween Crusen'.
Corners and Brampten,” he

Fresh

suys. lle has o three-year-old
son also named John.

Most of his lifc was spentin o
house on o lol off his grand-.
mother's [arm at the Dolly.
She sold the furm in 1963 or
1964 and it is now parl of
Indusmin Quarries.

Refore the farm woas sold
however, Juhn remembers gn
old tramp whe lived in one of
the unused kilns at the Dolly.

FERFECTLY HARMLESS

Alee Shaw must have been
quite an old man, John says,
and he suspects that he pro-

bably had some sert of psycly
jalrict problem but he was
perfectly harmless and enjoy-
ed talking to youngsters,

*“They tried to keep him in
the Manor in Millon but he
wouldn't stay. He said he lived
in trenches in the First War so
long that he couldnt stand

LITRE

Chicken
Legs .- Breasts

*1.19

Fresh

being coo up in o civilized
house. 1 don't know if he was
shell-shocked or whal wnas
wrong with him,” John says.
‘ipfe had the kiln lined with
coardboard and he always had a
fire going. I can smell the
smoke from it Just talking 1n
you. 1 haven't lhough about
him in years."

“The {ownship dump was al
the back of Grandma's farm
antd he used to go back there
ant} scrounge fer feod in the
garbage. I remember we took
him uwp the remains of our
lyrkey one Christmas. Hu was
kmd of taken back by it.’

1 don’l know what happen-
ed to him, whether he moved
on or they pul him in an
institution, or what, 1 jus!
know he wasn'l ithere when
they storted quarrying afler
the furm was sold.™
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Coca-Cola

1.5- S
RETURANABLE
BTLS.

PLUS 10" DEPOSIT PERETL.

ROBIN HOOD
WHITE, CHOCOLATE, GOLDEN,
HOMNEY SPICE OR DUTCH DEVIL

Celebration
Cake Mixes

2509
10260 g
POUCH
PACKS

Pork Loin Roasts

RIB PORTION

Pm[:-EGFcAHADA SLICED ﬂ?. 31 09
Cooked Ham PHE‘- |

PRIDE OF CAHADA, SLICED

MAG & CHEESE, MOCK CHICKEN,

LUNCHEON OR BOLOUNA

Sandwich Meals

BY THE PIECE
GOLOEN GARLIC

Polish Sausage

BUAK'S, PORKX & BEEF -
SMALL LINK OR FARM STYLE

Breakfast
Sausages

I-'J'I'{G .

+%1.39
+>1.09

ASSORTED FLAVORS

3-18B. AV(i.

FAESH! CENTRE CUT

Loin Pork Chops

TENDERLCIN PORTION

$1 29 $1 39

N e e ]

-

$1.79

SUGAH PLUM. F'lllH[.'ILESE

59¢ SLICED

Wieners

Allen’s
Fruit Drinks

1B-FL.
OZ. TINS

GANES, BEEF FLAVORED

Top Choice
Dog Food

2hg

ALL PURPOSE GRIND

Maxwell
House
ilLE

HG."’.

1

Whiz

Side Bacon
PRIDE OF CANADA

s $1.50
51,09

CHDICE

tLE
PHQ

|GA Cream
Style Corn

.59

KRAFT PROCESS

Cheez

14 FL

1604,
JAR

FOF S TR

IGA, ROYAL G{]LD
AAMDOM WEIGHTS

2. 49

e i

S
Brick or Colby Cheeses ks

REGULAR, 100*. vEGETABRLE QIL
Imparlal Mafganna

JLB
CIK

1

HALTON HILLS COMMUNITY
LEGAL CLINIC

We offer free advice on many legal problems. .
| If you are in need of help, call us or come
into the clinic.

We cre located at:

97 Main St. South
GEORGETOWN

42 Mill St. Acton
Coll us at 877-5256 853-2400

. 4 2% 51
8.1

51
PAICES EFFECTIVE 31_
WED  NOV. 2970
SAT.. DEC. 2. 1978.
WE RESERVE THE 51
RIGHT TO LIMIT
51
PRGS
e 91

M TOMATO SAUCE
Heinz Spaghetti
VilTH PECTIN

Aylmer Strawberry
or Raspberry Jam

VEGETABLE QIL

Pam No Stick Spray

ASSORTED COLORS 3 AOLL
Scolt Paper Towels G
EXCEPT BAEY

IGA Shampoo
or Crema Rinse

POLY

Quikki Kitchen
Garbage Bags

CHICKEN NOODLE

IGA
Soup Mix

74-FL
07 JAR

907
AERD
TIN

OQUANTITIES.

00 mi
PLASTIC BTL

2

IN TOMATO SAUCE

Heinz
Beans

VEGETARIAN STYLE OR WITH POAK

30?;:1545 s1
FRESH!
Loin. thoenion § 1 59
Pork Chops.
FIECE
Sizzlean 5,.;'?;: $1 78
Peas
' PI El I ® BAG
FLORIOA MARSH SEEDLESS

7 CHOPECONOMY PACK
EVEHEWEET HIHDDN
Bacon ..
FANCY
u‘zdfnhs$1
Red or White

S'd BY THE 99¢
Del Monte
CANADA NO. 1 GRADE

10-LB.
PAODUCE OF U.S.A.
Grapefruit

GRAIN OF GOLD

White Sliced
Bread

2402, S
LOAVES

- CARAMEL CRUNCH,
ARROWROGOT, DIGESTIVE. NICE,
GINGER CRISP, SHORTCAXE, RICH TEA,
FAUIT SHORTCAKE OR BUTTER RINGS

Peek Frean
Blscmts

B TO 7%
2. PHEE

ONTARIQ GROWN
CAHADA HD 1 SHADE

2LB8
Carrats or Dniuns BAG

=S1JE

PRODUCEOFU S A
CANADAND 1 GRADE 29¢
28s  EA
2 51.39
EAG

=l

ONTASIIO GROWN
CANADA FANCY GRADE

Cucumbers
- Mcintosh Apples bl

i d el P

49

LIMIT 3 BAGS PER CUSTOMER

$4

Coffee 52

H‘E"I’Hﬂl.ﬂ' S WRAP
18" WIDTH

Aluminum Foil

#31.99
‘F 1ve8tar 81ng0

Hundreds of o s
One Line & Full A |
l Card Winners of e

#msas of

I A
; : p - WL Y] +i'l".- "

101N MUBONALLD

HEARING AID
CENTRES

—GEOQORGETOWN—
GEORGETOWNOPTICA
El.

SRODUCE OF REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Outspan
ValenciaOranges -:

vy /;#F‘i_@lff/" E.z?:'?# »

Devctor Convnner Al

52.88

SIZE 112

s 5 LITAE
Already There

President Fronklin .
Hooseiedt, FIMRL was unere
tuld that Wendell Wilkie
hurd hex exes on the Prosi-
dentind cheur.

“That may he true,” FDR
seeiel, ‘hur fnade what $'ee .wt
TN

11.02
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Whatisa‘Wholegrain’?
Have you evar wondered what a "whategrain' 3!
A wholegrain s1ill cantainy its original bran, en-
dosperm, and germ. Naothing has baen ramoved,
snd aathing added,

The bran 1% the ouler coating of the grain, It ser
ves 10 protact the grain, and 1t provides distary
tiber. The sndosperm is tha energy tource of the
grain and is tha larguit section of the grain, Orig-
inally designed 1o leed the young tead a3 it graw,
it is ealen a3 2 good saurce of carbohydrates and
praiein, The germ is the center cors ol the graln,
and supplies vitaming, mineraly and protain,
whotagrains supply us with carbohydrates for
enstgy; prolein to halp build strong bodias iron
{ar rich, red blood; and thigmin and riboallavin
to help maintain healihy nerves, skin and ayes.
Mes. Gresn is available to talk lo groups sboul

shupping and olher subjects of consumer intar.
asl. Please write: Box 665, Taronto MAY 2NG.

-~ ACTON—

22 Main 51. 5.

t Markel ¥ia
Goorgetown 853-2211

B77-1541

Are you NEW TO TOWN, or
have you just moved info a
oW hnmt-?????‘?

-Having A Hearing Problem?

Problems With Your
Hoating aid?

Mr. F.L. Burke will be
in Georgetown Friday,
Dec. ) from $:00 o 12:00
noon.

HABISCO
Shredded Wheat

BASSETT'S
Licarice Alisorts

BLENOUTE
. IGA Pure Lard

Give to
Christmas
Seals

YOUUR agpit 13 o Matter
gl Lile and Urealh

WELCUME
SERVICE

would like 1o call an you
with ""HOUSEWARMING
GIETS and information

about Georgetown.

In Acton Friday, Dec. 1
from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00

Hﬂinz Ketchup oz BIL 5‘151 9
Bold or Oxydol " gox
FROZEN. BEEF. CHICKEN, TURKEY
OR SALISBURY STEAK

¢
Dinners 79
HIGH LINER, FROZEN
ﬂ‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ?‘ ”':;ﬁﬁl“: 51 39

e B69°
Wk ‘Luggage
59° 1 | | @r \
o] 8 Orlandolorida
4 Ilonda thru Friday at 10a.m. and ﬂa.m.

Powdered Detergent 52.99
Savarin
Ocean Perch F illats PR 7l 51 39
Efﬂ'ﬂﬂ Dough 1602 LOAVES
' Grand Prizes of 1Week ForTwoin I '
on CF'I'O Television Channel9

For this informallien and

Housewarming gifts, call
toan Gillespie at:

877-4812
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_Z‘Z’/Aff//ﬁ HEARING AID SERVICE




