-
e

~Hill

eHERALD

Home Newspaper of Halton Hills

By MICHAELNOLLETT
Herald edlior
Thé results of last week's

dialton Hills municipal eleetion

nol only saw a young challeng-

er swept into the mayaor’s seat,

it also marked tYe end, or at
least interruption, of 12-year
carecr in local municipal polit-
les for defeated Mayor Tom

Prinfur Hill's t2 years in local
politles-have seen many chan-

ges in Halton Hills, meluding

the " incorporation of Halton
Hills {tself in 1974, Municipal

Maver Hill ton lelt near crest) poses with o pre-reglon connty council.

' Ma yor s hometown

politics chonged quickly and
deramatically during Mayor
Hill's term which saw him go
(revn being a councillor on the
old Esquesing Township coun-
cil to the first Mayor in Halton
Hills' history. : .
Mayer Hill did not start oul
Lo be a2 politician bul in 1966, at
the nge of 34, he got fed up with
the lownship council’s handl-

ing of some bad flooding in

Glen Williams and he decided
the best way to denl wilh th_u
problem was run for council
himself.” in those days the

township council cansisted of a
reeve, deputy-reeve and three
councillers. Mavor Hill unsec-
ted an incumbent to win his
first council seat in 1906,
SHORTTERM
Township councillor’s terms
only lasted one year in the
Sixties so Mayor Hillt success-
fully ran [or u council seot
three years in a row, He said
his first surprise as o new
councillor was that the town-
ship did not use all the money

given to it by the Ontario,

was ‘rough, tou

Halton Hifls maayor Tom Hill

served in local municipil polit-
- jes " for’ 12 years before. his

defent at the polls lasl Monday
pight, but he has been part of
the. Halton community since
1920 -- that’s when he was born
in Glen Willinms, where he has

 lived cver since.

. Mayor Hill describes the

Glen Williams of his youth as
“one of the rauphest, loughest
villoges areund but also the
mosat neighbourly with a ‘help
thy neighbour' feeling that 1

think you couldn’l get any

better anywhere.”
SR

BEEF DINNER

Toronto.

Mayor Hill says he rememb-
ers the villpge when there was
pathing but "dirt roads and pot
hales™ and very few cars.

Mayoer Hill's father original-
Iy came from Kentucky belore
moaving ta Glen Williams via

His father ran the
Glagdstone Hotel in Torento
before toking over the hotel in
Glen Willinms, Mayor Hill
suys his fumily 15 related o
that of Thomas Jeflerson, the
urd President of the United
Stales -+ hence the mayor's
name, Thomas Jefferson Hili.

AL G feet, twa inches and 220
pounds, Mayer Hill says his

L

father had little trouble run-
ning his hotel, .
AVID HOHRSEMAN
Heing from Kentucky, May-
or 1's father wus an avid

horsenian who both raised and |

raced the animals.

He passed his affvetlon for
horses on ta his son wha stil)
deseribes himsell as n horse
lover.

Mayor Hill's [ather was the
official starter of horse races
at the Dufferin and Long
Branch racetracks in Toronio
when they had harness raclng.
He was oflen the official
starter at the Georgetown
Falr. _

Mavar Hill left public school
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St. Atban's Church in Glen Willlams held:  Cindy were on hand to help Vi Haines serve

a beef supper Iast Saturday afternoon nnd

Corlnna Stevens (left) and younger sister

up the meals.

(Herald photo)

Ministry of Transportation and '
Communicaliens for read
work. He said the township
often relurned portions of the
grant 1o the ministry.

“I vowed that we would

never send the money back,

and we even asked for moere -

every year, ' e said.

Ftoad condilions were ot tmaj-
or issue in Esquesing back in
1966 and ronds remain o major
issue 1o this day, he said.

After histhree year siintas o
councillor, Mayor Hilk was

27

in 1925 at the ape of 15 to take o
joh with Smith and Stene. He
went on to take jobs with Glen
Apple Products in Glen Will-
iam, the Credit Valley Bottling
Company and Beaumont Knit-
ting.

Mayor il then went Lo work
for Domtar Poper, a company
he stayed with for 31 years
until the cempany lelt George-
town and he was given an early
retirement with pension.

When Mayor Hill took his
first job and deeided to forget
nbout high school, Halton Hills
atong with the rest of Canada
was in the midst of pulling
itself out of the Depression.

He said of the Depression
tays in Glen Williams.
those days if somebody had a
problem a neighbour would
help him out.”

When asked f he. cver

thought of leaving the Glen -

Williams arca, Mayor Hi
said, “There was no use wand-
ering away frem here. Far
away fields often look greener,
but they weren't any greener
than the ones &1 home.”™
HOUGH, TUMBLE
Glen Williams rough and
tumble character aften showed
itsedl in the relationship bet-
ween the people of 'the Glen’
and Georgetown residents.

“} can remember when the
tsoys of Georgetown couldn’l

get over ihe ‘cul’ hill if we
didn’t want them. And there
was always a lot of compeli-
tion when we played huckey.”

Mayor Hill was an avid
hockey player. He played juv-
enile hockey for Glen Williams
and every Saturday aflernoen
he would make the trek into
CGeargetown for the weekly
Rime,

“We would walk from Glen
williams to the old arena
Georgetown and back with our
duffle bags nver our shoulders
in 20 below zero weather to
play hockey,” Mayor Hilt said.

TEACHES SCHHMOE,

Mayor Hill ¢xplains that his
Glen Willinms upbringing del-
initely helped shape his pers-
esnalily.

“[*m a guy that says what 1
think and | have been that way
all my lile. They say you tan
atlract more flies with honey
than wvinegar but when you
have been rolsed one way IU's
hard to change it."

A widower, Mayor Hill still
lives in Glen Williams with his
daughter, Eleanor, o qualified
high shaol teacher who now
does supply leaching in Haul-
ton.

From his proud way ol
talking about his hame lown af.
Glen Williams, il's unlikely he
will be moving (rom his rough,
tough neighbourly village in
the near fulure.

Royal Fair
pictures
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eleeted as Esquesing's depuly-
resve for two years, followed
by a two lerm as reeve,
“I worked my way up the
ladder to the top,”" he said.
Regiopal gevernment had
not hit Hallon while Mayar Hill
was on Esguesing  council,
however, iln}
have a County Council and, as
reeve and deputy-reeve, May-
or Hill served on the council.

VARIOUS TIMES

Al wvarious times he was
chairman of the maner board,
choirman of the works com-
miitee and & member of the
Children’s Aid Socicly Bonrd.

“They used lo sny County
Council was kind of a club bul
regardless of what people said,
they got the job done.™

The north end of Halton
County gol ore roads thon
any township in Halton, Mayor
Hill said.

In 1973, the local municipil
politics scene took a dramatic
furn and Mayor Hill - then
reeve of Esquesing township --
was in the middle of it. It was
during 1973 that the Ontario
gavernment started 1o bring n
regional government, Not only
was the county of Halton
replaced with Hallon reglon
but the new town of Halion
Hills was created, encompass-
ing the old towns of Acton,

.Georpelown us well as Mayor

Hill's Esquesing township.

Mayor Hill said representat-
Ives from ull three municipali-
ties spent most of Augest and
September of 1973 meeting to
prepare (ur the transition of
regional government. A priori-
ly was given 1o ensuring that
members of cach municipadi
ty's stafl would nat lose their
jobs as a result of the transit-
ion.

Mayor Hill satd thai when he
first learned of the creation of
regional government, he was
surprised that the malter was
not taken to the public for their
endarsation through a plebisc-
ite.

ALTOGETHEHR NEW
"“The region was something
allogether new. You lad 1o

readevery hit of literalure you

got so you would be up on
every aspect af regional gov-
ernment. '

1 wondered how Esquesing
was poing to fare on the new
town council with only lh;r:::l
seats on o 12 member council.

with Lhe crealion of the new
town, o new position of mayor

Top junior
runner
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Raiders trounce
Dundas
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Muyor Tom 1l poses in his oflice in (ront of some of the
kecpsukes he has collreted during his 12 years tn municipal

also born. Mavor Hill entered
the roce along with three
plhiers and be was successiul in
bBecoming the first moyor in
ifalton Hills" histery.

When asked if being the
town's firsl mayor made his
clection a little more special,
Mavar HiJt said, "1 sure did. 1
anm very peoud of being Hadton

Hills' first wmayor.”

Mavor it said of his eleet-
jon, ' knew [ had a big job to
do when 1 was elecled and |1
know I bave {illed that job to
the best of my ability.”

il was p big chonge going

from o seven sember towns-
hlp council toa 12 persen town
council.

“Getting 12 people to wark
together for the henefit of the

town was u big accenplish-

ment and | o think they did o

©pood job.” he said.

Mayor Hill smid he was a
htilr nervous with the [irst
Halton Hills council.

“My [irsi goal was toiry and
unite three municipalities and

te try and have their couneil
lurs nol think about their indi-
vidual wirds hut the fown as o
whole,™

KENSNEDY'SSPEECH

Mayor Bl sald that the
fallon Hills situatian often
made him think of .5, Presi-
dent Juhn F. Reoneds's fam-
pus ““usk nol what your count-
ry con do for you'" speech.

vl eften saad, 'don’t ask what |

the town of Halton Hills can do
for vou, sk what you can do
for Halton Hills. T think it was
a appropriale sayving.”
Mavor Hill said another
adjustment was the change
frum n 12 member counly
couneil te the 29 member
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~SECOND
SECTION

Halton Hills’ first mayor recalls career

politics, Mayor I says he may run [or a councl] seat in the 1840

clectlons,

regional council”

“You really have 1o have all
your fucts and figures on the
line for debates ol the regional
council.”™

You also dun't get a8 muoch
opportunity to respond to indl-
vidual councillor’s comments,
he said.

Mayor Hill lisis his first
vlection o the Esquesing town-
ship councll as one of the
highpoints of his political ca-,
reer but says, “'becoming the:
first mavor of Holton Hills was
one of the biggest thrills of my
life.*

Mavor Hill is now invoived in
the process of cleaning out his
olfice and tieing up the loose
ends as he prepares to hand:
over the mavor's seat 1o
mayur-¢lect Pele Pomeroy.

Mavor Hill's immediate
plans eall for a holiday.

(1ierald photo)

"1 have only had two weeky
vacation in the laslt five
yvears,” he said.

Mayor Hill said he has o
healthy pension frem Domtar
P*aper, his previous employ-
ers, s0 he will take his time
considering job possibilities,

As [or his palitical career,
Mayor Hill will take o wait and
see approach. It seems unlike-
ly that he will take another
run [or the moyeor's office, but
Mayor Hill might be interested
in running for a council seal in
1500

“A lot will depend on my
health,” he said. *"But 1 will
take n look at the siteation in
1080 and see what seats are
avaoilable,™ g

Mayor Hill emphasized that
he wanted to thank the town of
Halton Hills staft "for their
help and co-operation as well
us puidance 1 have received
during my five years as may-
or."”’

Lawyer gives small claims court tips
at legal clinic’s Acton seminar

BBy PAUL DUORSEY
Herald stalf writer

Be sincere, act promptly,
prepare your case well and
ohserve ostablished protocol
nnd your chances of winning
the battle of the small claims
courd will be greatly improved,
student lawyer Bob Henner
told a handfub @f interested
citizens in Acton lust Wednes-
day.

’%’hn advice was oflered as
part of a series of seminars
being sponsored by the Halton
Iilts Tegal Aid Clinic. Mr,
Buenner, who is articling with
the Georgetown firm of FHelson
Balnes and Steele, covered the
muany finer points of a citizens’
involvement - both as plaintifi
and defendapt - in casey before
the Halten Region small
claims court, Jocaled on Steel-
eg Avenue in Milton,

< One of the many student

lawyers who have cul their
legal teeth in small claims
eourtls, Mr. Benner explained
that such courts essentinlly
provide forums for cilizens
who eannot alford legal fees.
Lawyers often become involy-

" ed, hawever, when the stakes

nre ligh or the fssues arc
complicated, he said,
BELOY §1,000

According to Mr. Benner,

~small elpims courts deal with

financinl disputes invalving up
Lo $1.000, 1t has no jurisdiction
over the disposition of wills
and land or Yibel and slander
snitg, he said.

Mr. Benner advised those
intending o Lring nclion be-
tore 2 small claims court {o do
st in the region or aren where
the “cauwse of action™ took
place, particularly il the dis-
pute stems from o iraffic
accident in which police offic-
ers were jnvolved. Police are
maore readily available to test-
ify inthe area where they have
jurisdiction, he pointed out,

Minors - those under 18 years
of age - secking to launch an
action in smatl claims courts,
Mr. Benner soid, must have an
adull, who is referred to as the
plainti{f's “pext friend,” hand-
ie their case. If the case [ails,
the next friend is then required
to cover court costs.

Similncly, il the defendant is
a minor, the adull charged
with candurling his defence 1s
referred Lo as his 'guardian od

likern,"" Mr. Benner noted that
woman faced the same regui-
rements as minors In courts
unlil severad years ago,
FILING CLALM
I filing o claim: with Yalton
stk claims court clesk Druce
Menabb, Mr, Benner said, the
plaintiff must list the amount
of damuages, a regquest for an
unspecifivd amoumt of Interest
on the damages and the names
and nddresses of all persons,
cnpanies of Jgencics invaly-
ed in the case. The basie facts,
rather than the fermat in
which they are presented, are
what is lmportant, he said,
"Plaintiffs  are required 1o
pay- i $7 court fee If the
amotint of their claim is $10 or
less, Mr. Denner reporled.
Claims ranging lrom $1i to $2i
cost 59, frum $20 (o $60 cost
£9.75, rom $id) Lo §100 cost §1.4,
from $i00to $208 cost $15, from

S0 Lo Sy cast $17.50 and
from SI0 1o $1.000 cost $19.50.
There are additional charges
regpired when  the involve-
nwnl of sceond defendents
necessilate extra baliffs and
when court documents must be
served, necessitating mileage
expenditures,

Once the defendant is served
wilh motlce of claim, Mr.
Benner  sadd, there beging o
1-day period during which
atlempls can be made to seltle
lhe dispute out of court, Fail-
ure to reach a setllement or
parlial settlement within that
time requires the defendent to
file o dispute with the court
clerk representing his intent-
ion to challenge the plaintifi's
claim in court.

Il n dispule is pot filed
within 10 days, the plaintifi can
apply te the court judge - Mr.
Justice Jobn Roberts in Millon

student lawyer Bou Bemaer and Peggy  Acton.
Balkind at a recent Legal Aid seminar in

- for a default judgement,
which Mr. Benner stressed
still requires the plaintiff to
prove his case and the extent
of damages. The defendent
con still appeal the default
judgement within 14 days and
have a courl date set to hear
the eriginal claim. There must
be goud reason, of course, why
the dispule was not filed on
lime.
. PROVEFACETS

Me. Henner admitted that
the rules of evidence and the
procedure surrounding ils pre-
sentation are difficult to under.
stand in any court. He poinled
oul, though, that it is the
plaintifi’s sole responsibility 1o
prove all facels of the case,
vither by lestifying personally
or offering documentalion or
wilnesxes,

“You can prove anything
wilh only one witness, and that

Herald photo

witness could be yoursell,' he
said, “as long as the judge
betieves yoo. The number of |
wilnesses you have aor your
oppoencnt has doesn’t matter as
lung ax your wilnesses ore
believable,” o

Mr. Benner acknowlvdged .
that witnesses are not always
ready and willing fo become
involved in Lthe legid process,
In that event, he said, they .
should be assured thoat all of
their costs wilt be remunerat-
od, but the party seeking their
help must take ciare not to offer
anything that could be constr-
weed as a formt of bribe. .

Subpocnas are imporiant in
such cases, Mr. Benner said,
since scheduled witnesses
who do.not show up in court
can seriously damnge a case,
Generally, he ndded, offidavit
evidence will be acceptled in
small claims courts, but part-
jes invelved are advised to
check with the clerk in their
arco Hrst. -

il cither party has good
reasen Lo request a posipone-
ment of the court date, ad-
journments are usuaily grant-
ed automatically by the judge
the first time they are sought,
Mr. Hepner snid. The parly
doing so must be sure o
inform his opponent of the
adjournment os well as the
new court date himsell.

TRIAL DATE

When the trial dotle arrives,
Mr. Benner explained, the
fallure of cither party to show
up leads to an immediate
decision being handed down in
his opponent's favor. There
are no provisions thereafter
for the absent party to refile
his c¢laim and seek ancther
hearing.

In giving evidence, Mr. Ben-
ner advised, refer to the judge
as “Your Honor," stick to the
facts of the case, keeping them
clear, concise pnd orderly,
present your mosl expert wit-
ness or strongest evidence first
and use¢ your own words,

- rather than relerring to &
" wrilten submisslon o even

personal notes, Most import-
antly, he sald, be sure {o point
out your opponent in court as
being the subject of your
complaint,

If your opponent’s witness

Continued On Page 24




