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The piercing blue eyes of a
Siberian husky can be
frightening. The usually-
friendly nalure of the breed is
pomewhat misrepresented by
a goate thot penetrates with
seemingly supernalural

8 canine intelligence.

But af the anoun] Festival du
Voyageur in St. Boniface.
Manitoba, the Siberian
huskies, and the Alaskan
huskies that race with them,
are loo excited to Jook at
anyene [or long. Tails are up
and cars are perked, while feet
dance in scarcely-contained
anticipation of the sled dog
races soon (o start.

St. Boniface is a French-
language community in
Maniteba's provinclal capital,
Winnipeg. Every year since
Manitcba's centenntal in 1970,
St. Beniface’s Festival du
Voyogeur (Feb, 11 lo 18, 1978
relives the spirit eof the
voyogeurs -- those carly
hunters, trappers, traders and
adventurers who adopled
Indian ways and added their
awn strength and bravery Lo
help open Canada’s frontier,

The Festival’s origins go
1816. when
Jean-Haptiste  Lagimodiere,
the firsl pianeer of the Red

,Hiver, donned his snowshoes,

bade goodbye to his St.

Boniface home and set out (Br°

a three-month, 2,896 km {1,800
miley walk to Monireal,
Quebee. His purpose was 10
deliver a message to Lord
Selkirk. the well-known
Seottish philanthropist who
first settled the Hed River
calony,

Lagimndiere's memory s
celebrated with snowshoe
races, cross-counlyy skl
marathons, fiddling and jig-
ging conlests, beard-growing
contests, nockey tournaments,
ice sculpture contesis. moc-
casin dances and an annnal
reincarnation of Lagimodlere
in the form of a local per-
sonage dressed as an early
voyageur in rawhide, toque

‘and striped sash. He attends

and participates in festival
events, and welcomes and
ass51818 visitors. ;
Todayv's raclng Alaskan
husky is @ mixture of Siberion
husky. Alaskan malamute and
hound breeds, producing a

Jean, trim fost deg.

Today's racing sled weighs
between 11 and 13 kg €25 and 30
pounda? and slides over snow
with less resistance than well-
waxed skis. Comblning
lightness and Texibility with

‘sufficient strength to stay

together under the strain of 15
lunging dogs, it is held
1ogether with rawhide ar twine
which prevents the cold, brittle
wood from splilting.

~ Types of races, lenglhs of

" courses and size of purses vary

with each carnival. but the
excitemenl of these beputiful,
genile, yet anxicus-to-win
animals is contagious and the
crowds love L. _

Other winter carnivals
feature o variety of unusudl
evenls, such s the annual
Championship of Snowgulf
during the last weekend (Feb.
37, i8¢ of the Mardi Gras of
Winter Feb. 10 to 1B, 1479) in
Prince {eorge,  British
(C'olumhia. :

Snowgel! hegan in 1970 when
members of a local Prince
George golf club tried golling
in lhe snow just for fun. They
recognized the  pame's

. potential, formed a board of

directors und established the
annual  soowgell  cham-
pionship.

By 1973, 500 golfers were
showing up attlred in crazy
costumes matching the splrit
of the sperl. The original three-
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hole course, with as many
strokes us§ required,
snowballed to the present
three nine-hole courses, oac-
commadating about 250 polfers
per course. Some practical
problems were solved with 132
mm  (six-inch) lees and
billlard-ball-size golf balls
eolored bright purple.

The annual  snowgolf
championship attragts
numercis celebrities, primari-
ly from the worlds of en
tertainment and sport. and
prizes and mementos worth
nearly $10,000 are distributed
unnually.

Snowgoll led the way lo
olher fun evenis during Prince
Gearge's Mardi Gras such as
snow-[football, ice bowling. ice
tennis, snow-basketball and
knurdling. a game involved
two teams armed with playing

sticks resembling 3.9 m (12--

fagty Qtips. The object of
knurnlling scems
pursue & small bell up and
down a anowy ficld and have as
puch fun as possible.

More than 6,000 km (4.000
miles} away ova Conada’s

Allantic shore, Dartmouth,

Nova Scotla holds its annual
10-lay carnival in early Feb-
ruary with its own unusual
events

Square dancing on ice,
wilhout the benefit of skiales,
fakes place the jast Saturday
evening of the carnival. It's
colocful event as 300 dancers
tap and twirl their way a2round
Liraham's Grove pend in their
bright square-dancing
vostumes against a
hackground of snowy em-
bankmenis. Normaot shoes are
worn. apparently with no il
effects. while music from a
hve band and instructions
from a caller keep dancers
haopping and audiences
clapping.

suare doticing on ice joins
hockey, broomball ond
ringeiic tournamonts, sleigh
rides, petl shows, art displays,
figure skating championships.
pancake-eating conlests, tug-
al-war competitions., gym-
nasties and an eld-fashioned,
lool-slompin’, it"'s-all-right-lo-
wake-lhe-bi-by, farmhouse-
kitchen hoedown™, for a total
of almost 70 events.
vntario, Canada’s
National Captia} celebraics
Ice Hod Lay with a mini-corn-
ival on February 3.

l[ee Hog Day celebrations
start with the emergence of the
nwlortous lee Hog who appeurs
from his snow-den on the
Hideau Uanal to announce the
beginning of spricg. Of course,
Ottawa spring starts no where
near February 3, as the rose-
cheeked, stamping-their-{eet-
to-kecp-warm Ottawons and
their visitors realize, but it's a
nice thought.

Celebrations conlinue with
pancake-ealing contesis,
figure skating exhibitions, "ice
hoggie™ 1resembling hackey ),
.a torchlight parade with prizes
fnr children in castime and
bed races along the Rideau
Canal in which the beds have
vkates and the runpers wear
hants

Faor those not familiar with
ice hogs, they are reddish-
hrown furry fictional
creatures, combining seal,
heaver and  proundhop
characteristics. They ap-

LT .
(b

parently live upder the Rideou .

Canal which in winter Is said
to be the world's longest man-
made skating rink. Thovsands
ol skaters oaonual take ad-
vantage of the 8 km tfive

miles) nf ice that winds:

through the city.

st winter Ottawa
celebrated s first [ee Hog
Day, but similar activities sre:

to be Lo

planned Tor 1979, 15 an ovent
Ihat's small, informal and fun.

In  Untario’s  Muskoka
district, about 1658 Km 100
miles?) north of the provincial
capital, Torento, the Muskok
Winter Carnival keeps things
hopping in mid-Felruary in
ihe towns of CGravenhurst,
Brocebridge amd Huntsville
Numerous evends  include ac
run-a-bed  centest im0 which

five-member teams push o bed |

for o short distancee: a mid.
winter golf game with {ennis
balls wnstead of goll balls; o
tenl-beiling vontest sn which
participants musi stary o fire
with enly one maltch to boid a
pol of waler: spaghetii-ealing
confests: broomball, hockey
and bowling tournienents: and
lar the really brave, a palar
bear dip inte Gull Lake at
Bracebridee .

Polar bear dips are also held
in Vancouver, British Columb-
ta, every Jonuary L. Lasl
winter 084 participanis raced
inta the 5 degrees C (41 dep-
rees ) waters of English Bay
(air iemp. was 3 degrees or 37
degrees FY and swam & [ong,
cold 9 rn (100 yards) to a buay
bobbing in the disiance. The
first person there is the win-
ner. For 30 minuwtes the re-
maining half-dozen or su hard-
ies are senl out af the water hy
a lifeguard.

Anolher tough event is the
annual Ice Floe Race in March
al Peterborough, Onlario. Clad
inwet suits and flippers, teams
cul their vwn rafls from ice on
the waler's edge, jump abaard
paddle 3 km (hwo miles) down
the Otonobee River to the
finish {ine, and then dive inio
the freceing water 0 swim
ashere,

The ice flees, cul the day
before, nieasure about 3 m by
4.5 m (10 feet by 15 feel) and
are 254 to 457 mm (0 to 1B
inches) thick. Up to 20 memb-
ers arc allowed per floe and
last year 680 divers from Can-
ada and the Uniled 5States

parlicipated. Most use kicking®
power or paddles, but suils and

parachutes are also used,

In Whitehorse, Yukon, dur-
ing the last week of February,
you're linble lo be arrested if
you're a heardless man or a
slow-lo-show-your-garter  wo-
man.

During Wintehorse's annunl
Sourdough Rendezvouos, the
Keystone Kops patrol the ferr-
torind capital to ensure every-
one is active In reliving the
gold rush days and moest
people wha work in town com-
ply by wearing costumes re-

mi?i.:n:tnt of the 1imues.
Aamong the numerous ac-

tivilies are sled deg racing.
snowshoe racing, & {ug-ol-war,
i log-sawing contest, arts anid
crafts displays, talent shows,
and the Sourdoupgh dancing
girls performing the Can-Can:

In mid-Februury, in the
province of Quebhee, the
Chicotlimi Carnaval-Souven®
celebrates the previous cen-
tury wilh histerical pageants
lolh  dances, e Rd Nags
Hace, where horses come vut
of retiremuent for one mnre
race, amd  Pertaging Hace
whEers: men, careying 45.4 0100
pounds). run an B km ¢five-
pniler course and anctions
frunt of the slores.

City residents dress in
period costumes as do the
willers and waitresses in loco)
restaucants. They serve the
kinds af meals people would
have eaten 100 years aga, The
piithlie market - sells fresh
French-Canadian food (much
of it conked while you wateh)
such as  beans, bread  and

Hiusape,

On Spnday, ofter morning
Mass, the church steps became
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" muskrat-skinning,
Celimbing,

the scene of the traditienal
Sunday Mmarning lown crier
announcement and auclion.

King Trapper contests, such
a% those at the Prince Albert,
Siaskatehewan, winter var-
nivad, are held al many winlur‘
testivals.  Although King
Trapper evenls vary wilh cach'
carnival, all are reminiscent of
Ihe varly skills trappers used
for survival. Poinls are
awarded for such oclivities as
trap-setting, -conoe-packing,
pole-
log-packing,
snowshov-riving and animal
calls.

Flour-packing  contests. in
which participants carry up lo
154 ke 11000 poundst on their
hacks, have their rools in the
davs when supplies were

‘rought in birchbark canves
and carricd over nunerous

SYNINOATED TRAVEL
NEWS — Cunadianes, whao
travel more miles 5 year
than,any ather nation, hase
lready pivneered the fly:
drive method of  gernting
arotsel m oo hurey for buse
sy and pleasure, Now
they e anbdimg o new twisd
ber tde aneecar enns its called
affieport car rental.
Here™ how it warks,
Sornilly the husy e
culise  ar  sacabioner- -
rash arrives on a Ticht sl
oarivios feooel bus haee
waee e b orented  car
amd eet going, So he o
cated the car-rental agency
bwath an the aorport and. as
wilte i as ot has e qoins the
lineup because there are
guite o few ather people
wanting cars, e ol
wepuatlly by amd somie with
v e e Car reseryaroms,
Some rental companies,
TR TR T F certanly
the Capnadoe-ow ned Hobe
dav Henl-d O System s
one of them have de
vided  recently thar there
Biad ves B on Brenier woay thisn
vperating  costly in-nrpeort
reotal ollices. 5o they'we
sogte ontsidde the mirport -
st Cases o mere milo
A s b Jess expensive
real esbate where they can
nmaee  their cars belter.
Amd o serve  their cus
fomiers better they pun
mini-bus shulile service e
lween the airport anuan ¢n-

portages. Poleclimbing is a
test of speed based on the
praclice of shinnying up i tree
ta survey e Jand or escape
animals.

Some carnivals separate
Ring Trapper coniesis inlo
mile and lfemale, professional
and smatewr, o junior and
SUIOT.

(Mher events al Prince
Albert’s winter cuarnival in-
Llude baking contesis, variely
shows, hockey tournpments,
cross-country sking, fiddlers’
championship, beard derbies,
and sled doy races..

(H course, Canada's most
[nmous winter carnival in the
Quebee Carnaval, Lo be held in
1979 from Feb. 1 to 1),

Long famous for French-
(‘anadian exuberance and jole
de vivre, the Queber Carnaval
fealures parndes, tohaggan

slides, ice sculptures, tug-ot.
war compelitions, skiing,
skating, sled dog derbies,
moloreveles races on ice, and
plenty of singing, dancing and
horn-blowing in the sireets.

Une of the more spectacular
vvenlsis the winter canoc race
across the S1 Lawrence River
and hack again.

Sometimes referred Lo as the
world's most dangerous boat
raoee, this gruclling cantest
siarts with fiveanan leams
skidding their specially-
designed, steel-braced
vehieles across the ice near
shore toward open waler
where they then set wp o fast-
tlipping rowing pace, When
the team reaches an ee tloe, it
jumps Irm the canoe, skids
and jerks the vehicle over the
humpy. slushy ice, and hops
back in 1o resume rowing.

| Let’s Celebrate the Canadian Winter!

It is an exciting, dangerous
race and some teams drop out
beaten by sheer exhaustion,
hut the winners always find
new onerpy L0 Celebrate their
viclorv,

The list of Canadian winter
carnivals is almost endless,
Aclivilies range from the
convenlionel such as skiing,
skaling and snowmoablling, to
the more unusual such os
snowall and knurdling, but
the common denominalor is
fun and an exciting, colorful
climax to winler's white

dazzle.

w0 grab your miltens, pull on
your tuque and visit ithe car-
nival nearest you. Everyone is

welcome!
For gencral information

on

Conada os a travel destination

contact the
Government
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Car renters move out of airports

tratice amd the oflirport
rentad office.

"Theee's ne doubt n
i workne beautilully  for
an", ocomments Jime Fene
mant. vige-presiclent of mge
heting for Hotielay Renl-A-
Car. which now s 1M
wfl-airport locations in Can-
ada s owell s 2 an the
LS.

“The only problem we
hose at the moment™, says
Tenmant. i breakne the
habil of in-urpor renting
with people wha are Lo
it with the uld systen.
flut that happens with any-
thing e, 1o iskes time™,

Tennant cies [wir nGin
advaniapes in the new sy
fem for car-rental custom:
erv: speed ad economy,
The woment an air pas
senger arrives he can pick
up o phoense in e termianad
and request o ride on the
shuttle hus: ar the same
e he pives the agency

employee  all the  detidls
converning the car rental
Usgally by the time the
traveller’s  baggape s oun-
foaded.  the  mini-busy iy
there 10 $itke hom and his
bagpare to the rental office
where the paperwork on
the remtal contact has al
ready been prepared. The
car i ready, loo,
inalmust every  case
now we are cutting down
on  The customer  wajling
thime . . . eetting them on
their way at least several
sutiutes  faster  than  with
the . ip-aiport  locations”,
sy Tennant.

Lt saves money., too. The
carrental avencies have
pay anywhere from 10 to
I6 percent of their revenue

b the  airport  terminl

coperator ithe Tederal pos-

erivment i the coase of n
rerpational airportst for in-
airport locitions, and now

Clarification

In kast week's Herald travel section il was incorrectly

reporied that Cochrane's Travel has won awards from bath
Cunard Lines and Sunflights, In fact, Cochrane has not won an
wwatd fram Sunilight,

1t was also reparted thal the devaluation of the Canadlan

dotlar would not cifect the price of a Sunflight hellday. The
holiday purchase price wlll be guaranteed only f the tlcket Is
pald In fult at the time of booking.

The VMerald regreis the error.

' COCHRANE
TRAVEL'S

January Anniversary Sales
HﬁSSAlI IXTAPA SARASOTA MIAMI BEACH FT. LAUDERDALE

Nassav Holiday Inn
Beach Inn
Ixtapa Arisotos Hotel
Sarasota
Miami Beach
Ft. Lauderdale

Prices inclvae Air Fare, Hotels.
Specials close November 28th,

TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

COCHRANE TRAVEL BUREAU

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY 9.3 THURSDAY 2 FRIDAY 1.9 SATURDAY 9 . 4

MOORE PARK PLAZA

877-0222

a goodd dea) of this saving i
bBeing passed on 1o agency
customers. [n addition, the
agencies can piark and sere
vice their cars on less ex-
pensive real estale some
distonce from the airport,
This saving more than off-
sets the cost of the ming-
bus aperation.

Tennant points out thut
while 1the delays ar msuny
Canadium  im-airport  loca-
tions had alecady reached
the alurming stave for the
rental agencics, it wis the
ceftainty of prowing delays
in the future which con-
vinced them 1o act,

“We could foresee situa-
tions developing i Canada

Holidays

— especiully ot Toronto
airport — similur 10 what
we had 1o cope with at
New York's ki Guardia,”
explained Tennant. "There
the delays were regalarly
25 minutes or more and

C
RAVEL
D

that's a long time for even
the most patient customers
o stand in line. We were
having trouble finding cm-
ployees who would serve
the public in those con-

ditions. It was dangerous.”

Cm——

For all your travel needs
Call Rick Bonnette

853-3580
by Wardair

Acton Trawel Ltd
SAM-SS1LE UnitC
LTI 2M2

PO Box 102
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Book at least 30 days ahead

BARBER: :«HENLEY

COMPLETE TRAVEL SERVICE

33 Main S¢.

877-2214




