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Halton Hills remem

sMfembers of the Hoyal Canadion Leglon Branch 120 led off the
Remembrance Day parade in Georgetown Sunday ufternoon, The parade lefl
the Legion Hall shortly before 2 pom, and proceeded by a roundabout route Lo

* Remembrance Park, where services were conducted by lev, Peter Barrow of

Local Legion marks 50th anniversary,
Georgetown has over 500 members

Royal Canadyan Legion

Aranch 120 celebrates ils 50th

anniversary this year. One of
the oldest organizations in
Georgetown as well as one of
its best known, the George-
town Legion has between 450
and 560 members according Lo
its vice-president Maurjee Me-
Lean,

Md time legion members
like Walter Lowth and Bill
Gibbs.-say it was far diffcrent
in 1he beginning.

Mr. Louth belonged to the
Great War Veterans Associa-
tion an organizalion somewhnl
like the Legion but withoul any
nation-witle governing budy. Bt
was first set up in 1919 and
each town apparently had ils
own little group with no con-
nection to the group in neigh-

horing towns, Earl Haig visil-
ed Cannda in 1925 with the
purpose of forming o Canadian
orpanizition as part of the
firitishh Empire Service Leag-
we. The idea spread quickly
and the Georgetown branch
was organized at o meeting in
the town hall on Mareh 14,
1928, Mr. [Aauth eslimates that
there were B0 members in the
heginning.
FIRST EXECUTIVE

A booklel prepared by the
Georgetown legion when it
celebrated 15 25th anniversary
and loaned tv The Herald by
Branch 120 member Halph,
Hawes, savs thal the branch's
firsi exectitive included Gord-
on Cousen as president, and Ed
Barker. ‘Allan Honey, Nelson®
Tuck, br. C.V. Williams,

Ambulance nurse

By LORI TAYLOR
Herald sialf writer

“Everyhody has their me-
mories and cxperiences from
the war, but they're very
personal, aboul your friends
and loved ones vou lost, and
people don't tulk about them,”
Audrey Marbin says.

Mrs. Martin, 6o, was wilh the
St. John Ambulance Brigade
Overseas during and  after
World War 1 and was assigned
ta & hospital in Britain, caring
for civilian and military pa-
tients. She assisled the Royal
Canadian Medical Corps al

- Winferd Emergency Hospilal
in Bristol; the hospital had
been a children’s hospital, but
was laken over during the war
for civilian -and military ca-
suaities.

Mrs. Martin was aene ef the
first members of the George-

town division of the 5t. John
Ambulance Brigade. Her

mether, Blanche Grieve, was
ane of the women responsible
for the forming of the division
in Georgetown. Whea the call
came for voluoleers Lo assisl
averseas, Mrs. Martin, who
was 27 ot the time, was he
only member of the George-
{own division to volunieer.

[n order 1o joln the brigade,
wornen studied first ald and
home nursing courses, and
rmee they had joined, they
were re-examined every yoear,
Befare she went  overseas,
Mrs. Martin took addilional
training in Toronto.

Retween the time she volun-
leers and the time she aclually
left to go overscas, Mrs,
Martin went theough & period
of on-ogiin, off-again, waiting
for her travelling nrders to b

Gearge Aleolt ang .0, Brown
in nther posiltons. Tom Lriove
wiis the First Sgl. ol Arms.

The Greal Wor Veterans
Association turned aver sever-
al hundred dellars to the new
prganizition and they received
their charter April 27.

The Women's Auxiliary - for
the branch was formed Sepl, 13
of the same year,

The branch did a Jot of house
biznting before a suitable locat-
jon was found over a grocery
store on the wesl side of Main
Street which was leased fur
fwo years at $15 a maonth,

The first Arinistice Day par-
ade arranged by the Legion
wis altended by 1,500 peaple.

The Legion movéd into new
guarters on Mill Strecl in 1934
and applied Tora licence 1o setl

issied. Twice she wus told her
services weren'l regquired, hut
each bime, she was called up
again,

WAR ENDED

fiv the tinwe the group she
was in finally gol underway,
the war had just ended, hut
nurses were still needed in
British  hospitals.  Mrs.
Marlin's groupr wilh women
from ncross Canada, was the
lasl one senl oversens. She
spent about 13 monihs in Brit-
.

The afficial litle of the group
te which Mrs. Martin was
attached was the SL John
Ambulance Brignde (verseas
Voluntary Aid  Detachment.
They were responsible o the
staff in the British hospitals,
but all mail went through the
army.

You didn't know where you

\[

- wister 1o head nurse) that |

Campaign manager’s
secrets

beer to itS metbers as o ineans
of Improving its financlal posi-
tion. '

Increased membership fore-
ed the branch to purchase ils
present home at the corner of
Marke! and Mill Streets for
$1200 (3600 in cash} in 1935,

Bill Gibbs remcembers the
huilding when the Leglon first
purchased it

“1t used to be an implement

shed in the ront and o garoge
i the back,” he says. "There
was a fetlow upsiairs who used
to make fire escapes.”

The meetings were held in
what is now an apartment at
e worth corner of the up-
stairs. It was in this smadl
space that the mortgiage burn-
ing ceremany was held and
Me. Gibbs says cach member

AUDREY MARTIN

were  gaing,” Mrs. Morlin
says, "1 had relatives in the
{.omdon acea, but 1 was sent to
Brisiol. | ditdl manape G visit
my refatives  on furloughs,
thouph.”

¢Ince the volunleers arcived’
at their respective hospllals,
they started work, usually with
hedmaking and bedpans, and
woere pradunlly given more
respansibilities.

“The English were very
strict aboul the woy things
wore done,”" Mrs. Martin says,
“1 was tucky--1 gol o nurking
Ro
a long with. A lot didn't like
hee, but 1 got atong with her.”™

There were four Canadian
wormen al the hospitnl whitre
Mrs. Martin was posted. but
they were sent back sherily

Kunox Preshyivrian Church. Also marching ln the parnde were representatives
from numersus community orgenizations,

i Photo hy Lorl Taylery

took o piece of the mortgage
and burpned # in the fireplace
in that small roum. Even if Ihe
ared was simall there was o bar
and beer sold for 15¢ o hottle or
two for n quarter, Mr. Gibbs
chuckles.

It was just like a big epen
house in those days,” he says,
“Anyone could walk in and
buy & beer and sit down for a
chat. Then the rules were
tightened up and evenlually
you had Lo be a member e get
in .
Brancly 120 along with the
Lions Club and loeal industries
all sponsored teams in Midget
NIL hockey when Gordon Al-
cott organized it in 1937,

The hranch began renevat-

ing the building and the wark
gohbled up ergunization funds
as they became available.
Throughout the Second War
years the branch was busy
raising money for the Legion
wWar Fund and sending parcels
ta members’ sons serving
oversens, A number of memb-
crs including hike McGill and
Jim Murphy, founding memb-
ers of the branch, juined the
Velerans' Guord doing guard
duty at Canadian Prisoner of
War camps across Canada, -

In 16 it was decided to

renovate the building and for
many months 15 use was
earried on in makeshilt condil-
ions ns the place was literally
iorn apart ond rebullt,
BOILER BLEW

Feb. 8, 1048 the boiler blew
up and did a great deal of
damage to the newly renoval-
ed bullding and once again
members began raising funds
to restare their bullding,

Bill Gibbs recalls the disast
er and saya it resulted from
spmeone  putting the wrong
type of fuel in the new bojler.

*Gee, it made o mess,” he
CHY L .

Around 1960 it was decided
that the bhranches should beg-
in looking outwards towards
their respective cammunilics
and since that time the
Georgetown Legion has been
snvolved in i number of ¢com-
imunily service projects inclu-
ding raising funds for the
freargetown and District Me-
morial hospital, the ouldoor
pool, the memorial arena and
Countryside residence for
mentally handicapped adults
al Hornby.

The Legion looked afier hoe-
key Saturday motning for
youngslers unti] the Town tock
over the project o few yenrs
ngo. They also sponsor the
lloyaleites whn won 1he Ontar-
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bers its war dead
World War 1 veterans

recall “the great war”

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald stoff writer

It is 60 years since Kplser
Willielm and kis men surrend-
ered 1o the British 1o end the
(ireat War of 1944 in 1918, At
Soldier's Memorial on 15 Side-
road and the Guelph Line
Saturday five velerans of the
conflict stood o the grey
aflternoun with 45 other veler-
ons of ithe Second War and
members of the community
listening and remembering as
the names of the “*glorious
tdfead' from both wars at a
service organized by the Aclen
Legion were read aloond,

Willard Britlon, B3, i5 a
Nassegawnyn native, He join.
ed the artillery in Goelph in
1915 and served as adriver. be
wus  wounded al Vimy in
Febroary Y6 and spent [tom
that time until his return to
Canada in 1918 in haspitals in
France and England,

Bil§ Middieton, B3, wos G
sipnaller in the army. He
juined from Harriston in 1916
anet was wounded Sept. 1, 1418,
nfler spending twe years
France. He was wounded in
Lioth thighs and his right hand
and was operated on in
Franve, then spent six months
in ;1 hospital in England bnlore
he came home.

Mr. Middleton is reluctant to
discuss his  experienres  al-
though he savs they helped
him {n grow up.

GOTIHOME

“A hel) of a lot dide’t come
hack,'” e says, 1 was ane ol
the ones prviledped to get
home. ™

He makes his annual trip 1o

the cenoataplh in Nasseguwaya

»fyr the sake of the boys wha
diddn't come back.”

Juck Milne, 83, still lives on
the [amily farm at H.H.1
Malfat, which he calied home
when he enlisted in the infnn-
try in 1915 Mr. Miine had
already  gone v camp  al
Petawawa for three summers,
he says, There were three men
from the township all eplisied
together, and all survived the
war although the other tewo are
now dead. -

Mr. Miine was struck by o
shell Uet. §1, 1915, in France.

vShells spread pretty badly
whien they hil, you know,” he
suys, T was bt in the head,
and the arm amd the band. 1
wasn't unconscious but they
had to corey me”

Seven operations on his cars
fullowed and Mr. Miloe is now
totidly deal in the lefl car.

“f was wounded the day
before they shot Edith Ga-
vell,” he says, “Have you ever
Iweared of the norse whe was
helping  the Brtish  escape
back over the  lines? The
Geemans shot hey when they
cauht her ™

Mr. Milne says the b,
which was his regiment, were
a reinforcement group. They
upnderstomd they were th go
averseas s reinforeements for
the Princess Patricia’s Cona-
dian  Light [Infantry but a
couple of days belore they
suited out of Montreral they all
pot new insignias. They were
going to reinforee the ist

Itotallinn.
IS TOHRONT

fHe was back in Terento an
New  Year's Dav 1917, Mr
Milne says.

pMr. Milne remenbers argu-
ment in councll prior to the
building of the cenotaph al the
corner of 15 Sideroad and the
Guelpl Line.

vSeme people thought the
money could have been spent
heller wiys than by pulting up

.Il.‘"'ﬁ -I. 'l.
World War | veteran I,
helped from the Nassageway

B.13, Yaung was
a cenolaph aller

the service was completed, Although Dr,
Youny suffeced from a stroke thls sminmer he

the conotaph,” be says OLb-
ers woeee in favour of i, I must,
have cosl $6,000 or $7,000 in
thuse days.”™

M. dMilne was @ imember of
the Great War Veterans' Ase
sociation in Acton ami became
acharier member of the Acton
Legion when it was formed in
1'%}
- . 1312, Young, g, who has

breny g velerinarian in Njpssa-

gawnyva since 1932, says he ron
away from home Lo enlist at
the age of 18

“Mavbe [ shouldn'l soy [
rast seway,” he chockles, “We
were talking about thewar and
Eosand 1T odudn’t want o gel
caupht in the draft. The enes
they were petting in conserip-
ton were the bottom af the
barrel nd 1 didn't want to
witid up with them, so.1 went
off tn Montreal and enhisted.
That was all the noelice my
faanily had, just that day or

hr'-;f 3 .
he family farm wos al
Mansonvitle, Quebee,

Pr. Young savs he waned to
join the aic force but they
weren'l taking pllots at thit
time so be joined the engineess
instead thanks to a litlle help
from one ol his sisters who was
a teacher in the city and knew
semcone im Lthe epgineering
Carps,

He chiuckles over the fadt
that 1he air foree cone to the
farm Jooking [or him a couple
of disvs after he set sail for

Fiuarope beeause he was AWOL
on their records,

Dr. Young says that 90 per
cent of the men in his outfit
were Americans plecked up by
n British recrniling mission
through the Stales, -

*“They'd rather velunleer
nnd get into pur enginecring
corps than get caught in the
deaft at hmne,” he says.

The Germans st hig resis-
tanee was at Cambria, Bel-
pium bhe recalls. There wos
quite a bit of hand-to-hand
fighting there and they were
under shell fire all the time
after lhat as they threw up
bridpes acruss canals, but they
still managed to advanee quite
rapidly. He was at Mons when
the war ehiled.

- LIKE A DREAM

1t wis like a dream,” he
savs, "One minule the shells
wore flying and  the next
minute everylhing had stop-

wl ™

tmmediately afler the arm-
istice was declared his group
was sel to dismantling the
flindenburg Line,

“You may have heard of it,”
he savs. "1t was the line that
was supposcd to be impregn-
able. We found seme dugouts
that were three stories deep.
They would have been of licers’
quatrters.”’ -

In the process of dismantling
these dugnuls they had o {ew
casunlties over booby-traps so

"-h

made the efforl to altend the service In wh-hrh
he haw taken part for many, nany years.

{Herald photo}

they began throwing hand
grenades Inside [irst to elimin-
ate such problems before go-
ing in. Anything usable they
found was turned over (o the
Ordinance Corps. They found
guite a few stray horses, he
savs and most of them were
turned in, but some were sold
o Belgian butchiers fer spare
MONCy.

Dr. Young was nmong the
250 enginecring €orps mem-
bers sent to Harve te build a
camp for returning men (o
Britain or Canada. He says he
was one of the lasl able bodied
men to leave France in May
1919, and wenl lcom France to
Camp Whilby in southern En-
pland.

He was supposed to enme
home on the Acquitaine, he
snys, but some men gol out of
hand and burned up the tin
town ithe camp for peddlers
who followed army camps}
andd his papers wenl up in
smoke atong wilh the shanty
fown. That delaywd them for
about ten days,

When they did sail it was
aboard the Saturmia, a former
horse boat from South Africa,
he BOYS.

“They,gave ussandwiches to
titde us over for the train Lrip to
Glaspow where we were {o
catch our boal,” he says, "'bul
muost of us [ipured the easiest
way o carry them was to cal

Continued on Page 22

L

L] ‘ f

a8 ;&é by
7 - e ¥ -
| /- . ﬁla

2
L X"
¥ - L]

B 1' !
Lo ""-‘“""‘f‘l"i' N
E e += .H_:.‘.II-':.“P‘ 1

afler she arrived.
“They called me Canada,’
Mrs. Martin says wilh a smile.
The valunteers worked 12
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GLEN

WILLIAM

" Glen Willlams residents marked Heme-
mbrance Day, on the weekend with wreath

EM

memoerial,

EMBERS

Inving cercmonies al Lhe village's war

{tieruld pholo)

‘haur shilts, ond Mrs. Martin

says they had little trouble

wilh the more unpleasunt side

of caring for the waunded.
vyou sow operations and

Contlnued on Page 22

another Legion responsibility o ; W e s AL A

for the past 10 yeors and
receive no eilside help excep
for uniforms provided by the
government and the oecasion-
al 1ransportation te some
coutse or event,

Acton Hrancl 120 of the Royal Canodlan Leglon held Ha
Remembirance Duy parade Saturdoy morning. Marchers, led by
the Acton cltizen’s band, paraded from the Post Offlee mlong
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Hower Street, Reross Frederick Street and wesl alon g Mill Street
to the cenotoph for the 11 a.m. service,

({Photo by Maggie Hnnn;hl




