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‘No white shirts

Energy crisis helps area chimne

By MICHAEL HOLLETT
ilerald edlior

The Arabs aren't the only
ones cheering about the cur-
renl energy crisis; to former

Aclon resident Larry Holmes -

it's meant a pew carcer. He's a
chimney sweep.

Two years ago, Mr. Holmes
was a fire place builder oand he
noticed a sharp increase in the
use of fire places and wouod
sloves as people sought econ-
omical alternatives to oil as a
source of home heating., Mr.
Holmes realized Lhat as people
began to use old fire places
tang left dormant, or began
installing woeod stoves and fire
places, the need for clran
chimneys would sicadily in-
Crease.

Al the same lime a relative
of Mr. Holmes had a chimney
fire and that was the last bit of
convincing thal he needed that
o market fer chimney sweeps
exisled.

He says his wife and friends
were convineed he had “a
screw loose” when he first
decided to become p sweep but
now that he has becotne a
successful businessman they
approve of his decision.

“MNow my wtle worries about
the risks in the job and she's
not c¢razy about deing my
faundry these days,” he says.

TIRTY-JOI

AMr. Holmes is a sell-taugh!
sweep. There are no courses
offered in Capada on chimuooey
sweeping and there is no repu-
Jating body. Once he decided to
become a chimney sweep, he
eontacted the president of the
American Chimney Bweep
Guild in the United Siates Lo
get informatien and equip-
ment. He suvs he continues to
read anything and everything
he can about chimney sweep-
ing.

Alr. Holmes does nol wear
the "traditional’” stove pipe

hat and white shirt when he
sweeps, in fact, he tolally
disapproves of sweeps who do.

“Chimney sweeping is a dir-
1y joh.  you ean do it and
wear a tall hat and a clean
white shirt then you aren™t
deing the job properly,” he
SayH.

His sweeping *“uniform”™ in-
cludes black pants, o black
shirt and a black baseball cap.

Mr. Holmes says that the

recent popularity of wood bur-
ning has also lead to an even
more recently developed inte-
resi in chimuey sweeping 6%

- CareLr.

He soys (he tast two months
have seen a sharp inerease In
the number of chimney sweeps
becanse of recent media puhl;i-
cily given tv the Irade. Butl he
warns that mapy of these
people dan’t know enough
about the job except fur wear-
ing the costume.

BAD SWEEPS

“A bad chimeny sweep can
aclually make your chimney
muore dangerons',

He explains that chimney
sweeping is a three  slage
provess however many sweeps
xkip one of Lhe steps. Initinlly
the sweep scals off the fire-
place From inside the house

cand then goes onto the rool of

the house lo sweep the chim-
ney. He or she slowly jams
brush dewn the chimney, using
exlending rods 1o reach to the
battoin of the chimney. Once
the bottom is reached the
pptire chimney s swepl n
dezen times.

According 1o Mr. Holmes
what a sweep does during The

- Gem coach
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next siage of the Jub seperatesy
the good sweeps [rom the bad,
He says the “white shin™
sweeps wiil sinmypiy go into o
house opea the damper and
sweep up all of the sool and
from the bettom of the fire
place ashes and (hen constder
the job finished.

For Mr. Holnies, the nexd
step is ta pul on goggles and o
gas mask and then go vp into
the chitmney frem inside of the
house with a special vogeum
cleaner that sucks up all of 1he
s00l, ashes and fire residue
thal build vp in o chimaey. He
says much of this material
may not be eomplelely dislod-
ged during the sweeping pro-
CeSS.

“1 come eu! of there black
like a cond miner,” he says.,

“Chimney sweeping is some-
thing that has bBeen neglected
for years and yours and 11 wili

‘prabably still be a few years

Lelore everybody gels jt done
regularly.”

EUROPFEAN CUSTOMERS

Fhe says the largest number
nf his customirs are European
becawse they are used (o hav-
ing chimnies swept. He says
that cily people ace the worst

Georgetown angler

Lerne Yurichuk of Mary
Street in Georgetown found
himself in the running for

. internationn} honoes and cash
prizes last Thursday when he
fanded a 43-pound, nine-ounce

o E _.!.I‘:' ',.:. =

muskie while trolling on Geor-

gitan Bay.

With only four weeks left in
the muskellunge season, Mr.
Yurichuk's catch could go
down In record books as the
blgges! of 1978, an accomplilsh-
ment worth hundreds of dol-
Jars o Canadian and Ameri-
can organizations which keep
tabs on the biggest and the best
fishing feats from season Lo
season. _

The American angler who
landed last year's record mus-
kle (in Canadian waters, lnci-
dentally) credited his achleve-
ment 1o sheer luck, bul Mr,

* Yurichuk challenges any fish-
erman ta be thal lucky with
any consistency.

For 15 years, he has visiled
Georgian Bay and neighboring
watlers to try for Ihe eluslve
muskie that would topple the
world's recard ¢f 63 pounds, 15
ounces. All those years of
experience are now paying off

LORNE YURICHUK

for Mr. Yurichuk and his fel-

low fishermen, who conlinue to
return (o Honey Harbor to try
new ideas and improve the old
Ones. :
THESE DAYS
These days, Me, Yuorichuk
talks of a “system", devised

Moving day
for Region

The product of nearly four

years of planning and controv-
ersy, Halton reglon's new $2.7
miilion headquarters in Oak-
ville is being assessed this
week for the first time by those
wha will spend the most time
there, regional stafl members.

Maving vans travelled back
and forth from the Abbey Life
bullding on the Queen Eljza.
beth Way at Guelph Line in
Burllngton, where Halton has
rented two fleors of office
space since its inception In
1974, to the new headquarters
on Bronte Road In Oakville
Friday, when-the bulk of the
moving was handled.

SHARE INV IT.ATI_ ON
Health unlt personnel from

Georgetown, Milton and Burl-
Ington will be moving into the

new building in coming weeks,
a [actor that has some regicnal

afficiels wondering whether
the additlonal space al the new
. The
region will have aboul™17,000-
gquare fect of extra space at

guarters will be enou

the Oakville site,

PROJECT

Members of Halton reglon's
health wand soclal services
commiltee last werk grate.
futly acknowledged the recelpt
of 339,350 bequeathed to Hallon
Centennial Manor in Milton by
the late Elske Yhilemith of
Georgetown. Manor administ-
rator S.W. Charlion reporied
thal the maoney will be keplin o
separate account to be used for
an unspecified *special pro-
ject” for -which recognition
could be given to the benefacl-

Haltor regional police, the
Haiton region conscrvation
authority, and the Halton
board of education all declined
ihe reglon's invitalicn to share
office space at the new buiid-
ing.

%’he reglon's clerical staff
were pleasantly surprised last
week to come across docum-
ents that were thought to have

been los! years ago as they
prepared filea and supplies for
the move to Oakville. At the
same time, assistant clerk Blll

-‘McCreary esitmated that staif

were able to discard aboul
one-sixth of the papers that
have accumulated in Burling-
ton over the years, :

Regional officials were al-
ready planning for lhe new
headguarters in 1974 when the

rovincial government purch-

sed the bullding formerly
used for Halton county's adm-
inistralion en Steeles Avenue
in Milton for $1.7 million.

The region respanded by -

'buying 10 acres of land from
the province for $160,000 in
QOakville, despite strong Ap-
peals by Milton area residents
to have the new headquariers
in their municipality, which s
central th Hallon. .
The pland for the new build-
ing wan reglonal council's ap-
proval in. June, 1977, alter
lengthy debates over the antic-
ipated cos! of the new facility,
tenders for which were o hall-
miilion dollars over budget.
The new site will nevertheless
feature an ornamental reflect-
tng pool that wihil boosl cosis

‘drasiically.

Reglonal council's regular
meeling today (Wednesday?} s
to be held at the Halten
Centennial Moanor in Miton.
Councll will not convene ot
the new headquoriers until
MNov. 15.

aover the course of those 15
years, that enables him fo land
the largest muskie year afier
year and that will ultimately
sce fishermen on the Greal
Lakes pulling in muskies equal
in size to the hundred-pound
;ncmsmra cought commercial-
Y.

No huck was invelved in Mr,
Yarichuk's 43-pound victory
last week, which culminated
weeks of efforts during which
muskies in exceas of 25 pounds
were repealtedly caught by
members of the same fishing
expedition. . .

*Thatl's not luck,” Mr. Yari-
chuk told The Herald. “It's a
matier of skill, technique and
putlence. If there is any luck
involved, it's the same as
being lucky to score o goal in
hockey, :

This season, Mr, Yurichuk
and his companions tried the
waters of Moon River, north of
Parry Sound, where last seca-
son's 54-pound record muskie
was found. The river offered

=11). muskie

_them nathing this time around,

however, and the anglers de-
cided to return to the open bay
waters off Honey Harbor.
There, they met with succes-
ses that convinced them thelr
new “*system’ was a sound one.
Using a depth finder (not to be
confised with modern "fish
locaters' now on the market)
the fishing party zeroes In an
shallower shoals where the
waler's depth I3 about 25 to 45
feet.
RUDDER GUIDENG
With Mr. Yurichuk at Lhe
rudder guiding their outboard,
the anglers watched for the

sheals and woiled for just the -

right moment lo drop 1heir
lines and begin trolling back
and forth, Mr. Yurichuk stres-
ses that the success of his
system revalves around the
movement through those shal-
low waters of his ten-lnch pike
lure welghted by specialiy-de-
signed, nine-ounce sinkers. By
slopping the boat, then zlg-zag-
ging sharply, the lure Is caused
1o jump erratlcally and attract
1he muskie.

The movement of the Jure
and the knowledge of where
precisey to drop the lines are
two factors which Mr. Yuri-
chuk snys are purely the result
of many years' experience,
One must virtuatly ancitipate
the muskie's locatlon and
mavement. :

It took the Mary Sireel fulh-
er of lwo 20 minules to reel in
his 43-pound muskie, primarily
beeause of the care he had {o
exercise in drawing his catch
from the deptha of his off-shore
shoals, habitat. He used a
30-pound line,

STRONGER FIGHT

Mr. Yurichuk paointed out
that salmon, which he also
pursues on occasion, put up a
much stronger light once snag-
ged, bul the pgreat muskie
roses the geeater chatlenge (o
fishermen, regardless of how
devoled and experienced they
are,

Mr. Yurichyk's 43-pounder
measured 54 ?Im:hr:-ﬁ in lengih
and carried a 26-lnch girth,
Such giants of the lakes, he
said, arc ap! to be more than 30
yiars nld,

As for the particular mons-
ter landed last Thursday off
Honey Harbor, it is n~ in (he
capable hands of a Peterbeor

rough taxidermist and is dgs-
tined to arch its back anc last
time for visitors to the Yuri-
chuk home who can goze ot the
muskie from a sale distance as
it hangs meunted en the wall
And os for Mr. Yurichuk .
he's heading back to Honey
Harbor before the season cnds
for one last chence at the 1978
title, He appears te already
have it ¢linched, but with that
new sysiem, he might just
E:;ing home a world record 1o
of.

for having their cldmnies

swepl. Few even consider hay-
ing them dene unttl they hear
of somoeone who has had a fire.

Mr, Hlolmes soys 1hal woes!.

stove chimnies and pipes
should be cleaned once every
year because the lin woodstove
pipes are susceptible to depos-
its af fire residue. .
Fire places should be clean-
ed alter every three o six
vords of wond are burmt in
them. He says the lenglh of
tme il takes to burn that much
woeod depends on the individual
and canlake anywhere from a

year b three years of semi-re-

gular use,

Seasoned hard wood burns
Ihe eleanest in fire places and
it the least tikely 1o lead 1o
residue build up.- Mr. Holmes
warns that househwidd paper
wasle and chemically 1reated

“tops" thal burn in voler are

the wors! for messing up i fire
place and should e avolded

BMr. Holimes savs chimney
sweeping is 4 dangerous busi-
nesa and, naturally enough,
heighl poses the greatost prob-
lem. He says that like atmos)
everyone e was afrald of
heights whett he began his job
iut T i beginming 1o over-
come his fear.

“You have I, there's not

much chaice™.
STEEDP HOOEFS

He says that the steepness of
many old huuses is somelimes
frightening but, he has never
refused e do o house althouogh
i [ew times he says he wishes
he had. :

Weak chimules can also b a
problem because while be is un
u roof, Mr. Holmes counts on
the chimnivs to steady him. If
the bricks are leose, this can
lead 1oa poorly timed stumble.

Wind is also a hazard for a
chimney sweep and o sudden
gust can be dangerous,

Although he was born and
raised in Acton, Mr. Holmes
has been operaling his busi-
ness from Kilchener for the
last two years, He services
chimnies, throughou! southern
Cntario including Toromto,
London and, a 1ot of wark in
Haltan Hills.

Minor hockey

round-up
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Rebels
champs
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SECOND
SECTION

Yy sweep

Chimney sweep Larry Holmes shows how it's done from a roof top perch high
above Georgetowrl. The job begins with a therough sweep of the chimney using
the brushes Mr. Holmes is holding in his hands.
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Acton man’s film hobby becomes

major international enterprise

By BRENDA ROLLINSON
Herald correspondent

What [irst slarted as an
enterizining hobby for an Ac-
ticn man I8 now a (hriving
company that Is hecoming
known otl over Cannda and the
United Stales,

Peeter Saxon, owner and
founder of Pinwhee] Product-
lons, begame his bhlozssoming
career by taking color slides of
his family and putting sound
tracks 1o them. He then started
taking his camera to parties.

“When we first gol mar.
ried,” said Mr. Saxon's wile
Celia, “*we lilved In Misslssau-
ga, There was o whole row of
townhouses and everybody
were [riends, We used 10 have
all these big parties™,

Mrs. Saxon sald her husb-
und’s camora was B welcome
companion at these get {ageth-
ers. Mr. Saxon would izke
calor stides of the goings on
and ihen later he would put
music and crazy sound effects
to them. He used lo make tape
recordings of Laugh-In, Hee
How and other humorous tele-
vislon shows and spljce funn}y;
things with them to put wit
his plctures,

Natuarally he would have lo
hold another party to show off
his work, His guesis were very

of them worklng out of Mr.
Saxon's bnsement, moking
premotional films for numer-

. ous companies such as Nallon-

ul Sewerpipe, lypewriler com-
panies and other chemical
¢ompanies,

In addition, they did arienta-
tion programs for new emplo-
yoed In various hospilals such
us Mississaugn, Qokville and
MNewmarkel, Al the time, the
hospital in Missisaugn was
invelved in a campaign to
raise money for andditional
hospitat facllities, s0 they sho-
wed their fllm in Square One
ond ather shopping malis.

ALLOVER THE U.S,

Ottis Elovator was a big
cgj.mtumnr of Mr. Saxnn's and
the making of \hese tilms took
him places such as San Frans-
ico, Texas, North. Carolina,
New York and Chicago, to
interview hig controcting com-
panles wha use 1hesc elevat-

ors.

Mr. Saxon alsodid o [ilm {o¢
the Elibicoke recreation de-

impressed and began making r R

requests. Another parly would
follow and so an.

Mr. Saxon was working for
Allied Chemical ot the time.
Jusi for fun he decided todo a
humorous program of hls cust-
omers which he showed at a
convention ln North Bay. His
customers liked the film so
well that he starled moking

sound slide programs for the o d
company, promoting different.

chemicals, This he did for a
fow years. I\ was actually the
beginning of his film maoking
carcer, _ .

Mr. Saxon evenlually beger
doing films lor olier compan-
jes a8 well, When his employer
found out, he was informed of
the company policy - no
moanlighting.

“You either work for us or
your work for sumeone else.|™
Given an ultimatum, Mr.
Saxon decided to take the big
plunge and go into business for
himself. His brotherdn-law,
who was already Into the busi-
ness of sound effeets, said he
would join Peeler for awhile. |

Sathere they were — the {wo

1
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pariment. The department Jik-
ek the film so much that il
submlitted it {o the National
Parks and Recreatllon Associa-
tton's Audio-Visunl Conlest
where it won {the Canadian
Award, The film then went to
on ta lthe U.8. where it won the

Narth American Award in iwo
different categories. Fred Na-
poli, a radie broadeaster with
the CBC, had helped with lhe
seript and also acled as narra-
tor for the film.

When waord of this achieve-
ment hit g local newspaper,
the Halton Hills recreation
depariment asked permission
io show the film at the Acion
Falt Fair. The local volunieer
firc department had o boeoth
close by and saw the produc!-
iun.

Acten [lre chicf  Mick

Holmes laler got in touch with.

Mr. Saxon and expressed his
interest in the crcation of a
film for the firelighiers. Mr,
Holmes explained that volun-
teer flrefighters have no nation

wide guidelines to follow, He
safd the only basic training
material available must be
secured from the Ontario Fire
Marshall's office In Toronta
and the manuals are stricily
Amertcan, very mixed up and
nlmest [mpossible to compre-
hend, Mr. ilolmes siressed
ihere was really a necd for
Ftimltnnﬂdlnn training mater-
al.

Alr. Saxon though the (dea
was excellent but he realized It
wouldn't be feasible te moke a

“Tilm just for Acton o he set out
1a determine whether or not
there was g market! for this

type of thing, When he found
out there was, he expanded his
stafl 1o include o partnership
with John Wright.

Mr. Weight was an old [riend
uf his from Englund who came
ta Canada just about the tUme
wil this was building up. He
relurned to Stekport, scld his
home, his cigarcite vending

machine busineas and his var-
iely store and came back with
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gusy in their Acton oiflce, Ricnard Ogner, John Wright anu
Pecter Saxon check out their Intest fire prevention slides. Mrs.
Saxen §s busy working on duplicating the sound casseites,
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his wile and family 1o start a
new life in Acton ag vice
president and markeling man-
sger of Pinwheel Productions,
Mr. Wright's wife Barbara
works for the company as well,

JOINED STAFF

Also, Richard Ogner iolped
the staff as production manag-
er. Mr. Ogner had been work-
tng for the largest sound filin
strip company in Toronlo,
making films for educatlonal
television. However, the com-
pany folded so he found him-
sell working for Peeler Sax-
on's Presentations, (The com-
pany's origlnal name). Mr.
Ogner lives in Toronto pnd
iravels to Acton every day. He
knaws every aspect of the film
making industry.

The maoking of the Canadian
firelighter’s basic tralning
filmstrip series is perhaps Pin-
xheel Productions bigpest ae-
complishment. It took several
years to complete and involved
many hours of research and

heavy iravelling. Mra. Saxon
said both the Guelph and Burl-
ington firefighters aided |n the
project. '

“The subject covered in this
serfes of 25 sound filmstrips
are designed to give alt Canad-
jan firefighters a thorough
understanding of the basic
knowledge and skills required
io achleve z high level of
campelence,”” said Mr, Saxon,

In a recenl articie which
appeared (n the Canadian
Firefighter Magazine, Bill
Welsh, president of the New-
foundland Firechicf’s Assocla-
tion satd: *1 consider these
the beat Iavestment our dep-
artment has made in a long
time because in these times of
butlget culbacks the men are
able to make more use of the ~
available equipmenlt™,

To date Pinwheel Product-
jony has sold close 10 200 gels of
films to places all over Canada
and the United States; to fire
departments asuch as Joe Bals
Arm, which is located on the
enst coast and to plnces such
a8 the Ontario Reglonal Fire-
fighter's Training School. In
addition, the film atrip serles
has made its way t¢ Froblsher
Bay. Thers the (llms were
translated into Eskimo lang-
uage! .

NEW MEMBER )

Newest on Lhe Pinwheel staff
s Bill Chagnon, an Acton
resident who woa instrumental
in ferming the local Optimist
Club. Mr. Chagnon is a nalive
of Quebec and one of his duties
ijs io maorket the films in
French speaking parts of the
province,

Pinwheel Productions is
plonning lo creale over 20
different filmstrip series deal-
ing with fire. The company
recenily linished & “Fire Pre-
vention in The Home" serles
and had them distributed In
lime for Fire Prevention Woeek
which was held in carly Oclob-
er. The series covers all asp-
ects from the causes and prey-

“¢ntions of (ire hozards in the

homne to the fomlly escape
plan, smoke delectors and
home firc extingulshers, It is
antleipated that this secies will
serve as a valuable education
tool. .

In addition the company has
started publishing a monthly
newsletter which is sent to fire
-departmenis all across Can-
ada and the United States.




