CANARY ISLANDS A VACATIONERS DREAM

SYDICATED TRAVEL NEWS -~ IF GETTING
THERE IS BALF THE FUN, THEN PLANNING
YOURTRIPHASTO RATE WELL UP THEREONA
SCALE OF ONE TO 10 — squirrelling away airline
timetables, tourist department pamphlets and accom-
modation brochures is all part of the ritual of getting
away for that trip of a lifetime.

But who would want 10 visit an island that fluctuates
from 790 or 1,235 te 3,763 square miles. Tencrife, the
largest of the Canary Islands, certainly exists, but either
voleanic activity has been particularly brisk recently —
of you can't trust the brochures,

They're trying to tell you the climate is superb when
they say “All the climatic classificarions based on the
reaction of the human body to the combination of tem:-
perature, humidity ond wind velocity confirm that these
islands enjoy a condition of eternal springtime through-
out the year.” Or are they?

SPAIN FIRST TOOK AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN
THE CANARIES TOWARDS THE END OF THE
14TH CENTURY, and “this endeavour, when reverted,

© after many vicissitudes, to the Crown of the Catholic
ngs. in 1477 became enriched by the important pro-
ject, based on the conversion and civilization of lhn
inhabitaats, which was embarked on by these rulers.”

The foregoing means it took the best partof 100 years

to conguer and convert the native Guanches.

The writers of tourist brochures fall into the trap of
believing you'll read only theirs. Tenerife has between
J58,000 and 450,000 inhabitants, depending on which
you believe: an up-to-date roadmap or a 1976 Berlitz

Travel Guide.

The spectacular now-dormant voleano Mount Teide
(thymes with ladyt is cither 12,000 or 12,250 feet high
and the cable car ride to the top takes cight minutes by
Berlitz, or 14 minutes if you carry the new brochure
produced by the Ministerio de Informacion Y Turismo.

THE 1977.78 WINTER HOLIPAYS BROCHURE
PUT OUT BY BRITISH AIRWAYS OFFERS A
CHOICE OF GOLDEN AND BLACK SANDY
BEACHES — the result of recent and not so recent
volanic eruptions. But Berlitz and the Ministerio throw
in gray as well.

Aside from a {ew isoluted eruptions during this cen-
tury, the Canaries’ hundreds of volcanoes are dormant
— but could you be sure when you read the Ministerio’s
advice that the capital, Santa Cruz “runs abruptly down
to the harbor and spills into the nearby plazas . . .77

Munual Gonzalez Sosa’s 1974 edition of the guide to
the Eastern Canaries clarifies the geolegical origins ol
the Canary Archipelago when he tells us “we should
‘mention, s an example ofantipodal solutions, inconcep-
tion and chronology, the one which takes the islands to
be ostensible vestiges of the Atlontis, that fabulous sub-
merged continent.” "

Sosa discacds that theory in favor of the one that has
lava sccumulating from successive eruptions of sub-
merged volcanoes. Presto, islands.

The origina! settlers were cavemen, Cromagnons,
who came to the Archipelago about 5,000 years ago,
probably from North Africa. Tourists brochures have
the Guanches subdued and nssimilated, conguered and
pacified, or conquered, slanghtered and enslaved —
depending on whom you believe.

Whatever the truth, modern Cunarians reflecy their
aboriginal past in their folkdunces, songs nnd less fre-
quently, blonde hair and blue eyes, Perhaps assimilation
was preferable to extinction because Sosa tells of their
“rather advanced stage of moral evotution which did
not, however, correspond 10 their huchwurd technical
level.”

Somehow the Guanche civilization regressed. Having
arrived on the archipelago 3,000 years B.C. — presum-
ably by sca — the Guanches left no trace of boats or
technology denoting the ability to navigate,

ONE POINT ON WHICH THE BROCHURES ARE
CONSISTENT IS THE FACT THAT PRICES OF
GOODS IN THE CANARIES ARE LOW — lawer not

-only than in duty-frec shops elsewhere, but also than in
their country of monufacture.

‘The islands were declored tax and duty-exempt by
Spmn in an effort to stimulate trade, shipping, and now
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Leave your metric conver-
slonchart al home and take a
drive through Scotland.

Travelling by car or bus is
the best way to explore the

country. Driving on the left-

hand side of the read may
feel strange ot first, but by
the end of your :Luy It will
seem natural - a8 our driver
aptly demonsirated.

The first things visitors
notlee apbout the Scottish
country-side are the clean,
neatly-kept towns and farm-
ing areas,

Green hills stretich  for
miles divided into sections by
stone fences built by early
farmers. Insome parts of the
country hedges separate the
fields.

Ruined abbeys und castles
stand negr the road, which
winds through steep hills and
gentle valleys, and aleng the
constantly-chonging sea
cofst, .

Gasoline is expensive in
Scotland ~ about $1.40 a
gallon, byt since small ccon-

omical cars rule the rood,
motoring costs no more thon
other meoans of lransporta-
tion. Some of the smaller
cars get 40 miles to the
gallon.

Priving threugh Scotland
rovides Lthe frecdom Lo
ranch off the main road at
any time, and travel at one’s
own pace, (British Alrways
can provide information on
low-cost car-hire and ac-
commadation throughout-

- Britain?.

Spring and fail are the best
times to visit Scotland. May,
June and July are the driest
months, and the weather 15
often pleasant and warm,
with temperatures reaching
the upper 6ls. September and
October &re also quile pleas-
ant.

The Scotlish landscape in
spring is clothed in o fresh
green much different than
the ‘green of o Canadian
spring., The entire country
seems 1o bloom ot once with
daffodils, lilaes and magnol-

ia trees.

Fruit trees {ill the streels
with their blessoins, and the
hills are covered with clemps
of vellow porse, which Scots
call the whin bush, “"Kissing
is in season as long as the
whin bush is in bloom," Is on
old Scottish saying,

spring is also lambin)t lime
in Scolland, and the Ltiny
creatures give their mothers

"o visitors equal delight.

Sheep farming is one of the
country's main industries.

Scoltish reads are well
cared for, ant the modern
moterways which criss-cross
lhe country permit speeds of
up to 70 miles nn hour. From
London to Lthe Scottish barder
couniry is a six-hour drive by
motorway,

Hoad signs are huge and
coslly read, with a simple
miap peinting the direction of
places on the main road.

Towns and villages off the.

main road are indicated in
brackels.

Sinee the Scots are not
enthusinstic about the metric

system, thelr signs are still
in miles, and probably will be
[or same years to come,

To get the real Mavor of
Scollend, lurn off the main
highways and explore the
countryside. Stop at roadside
pubs to gather information
about local places of interest,
and sample traditlonsl, in-
expensive foods such as
hearty scotch broth. Children
are welcome in pubs during
the day.

One Ihing to walch for on
Scollish ronds are the mile-
nge signs, which can be
deceptive. 1t Is disconcerting
when one sign shows that a
destination {s seven miles
away, and the next indicotes
1haf you're now seven and o

hall or cven eight miles
uwar The lnst mile to any

lination may strelch to
two or three by the tUme you
reach it.

For fans of ald castles,
Slirling Castle, north of Per-
th, is well worth seelng, It is
similor to Edinburgh castle,
perched on a cliff, but the

Rent-a-car the right way!

BY IAMES TENNANT

TRAVEL
NEWS — Before you renta
cior, for whatever rcuason,
there are some things that
you should know. Al cur
rentnl companies are not

_equal, and some offer better

deals than others, So whe-
ther you're travelling for
business or pleasure, do try
pnd follow these rules set
out beiow — you won't only
sAYe money, you may even
snve your life.

— If you're travelling @
penk periods, always re-
serve ahead.

Don't necessarily rent
from companics located
within the airport itsell;
aside from anything
clse, they have 10 pay

between 10 and 16% of

their gross sales to the
government, and their
rates arce not always the
cheapest.

If your flight has been o
long one. it's agood idea
to avard dniving as 1oon
as you fand. You'll pro-
bably be tired and dis-
oriented, and not in the
best shape to learn new
traffic conditions, new
road signs and a new
make of car.

— [f you can’t rent {rom
downtown, ond need to

drive immediately, try
one of the off-uirport
companies. These urc

usually within ten min-

utes of the airport itsell,

and offer u {ree taxi ser-
vice from the aicport

Make sure your

their Jocation. Which is
often better than stage-
gering ncross miles of
airport parking space (o
the car that you think
has been reserved for
'Ol
{i you hive rented in ad-
vance from a downtown
ar oll-awrport company,
muke sure 10 confirm
the ¢ar model and the
rental terms when you
call to tell them you've
arrivedd. Thiscansave an
awlul fot of ageravation
buter.
Shop around if vou can.
Make sure that the
rental company knows
exactly what you want
the car for — "and for
how long — and that
they've guoted you all
their terms.
There are often differ-
ent mileage packages
available, and you want
to maoke sure that you
get the best onc.
When you tike delivery
ol the car, give it a short
test Tun — without the
family inside. Pay par
ticulir attention tostecr
ing and brakes — and
make sure that all the
lights work. Any prob-
lem at all — insist onan-
othier model. You can't
assume™that the rental
company has caught
every defect, no matter
how reputable that com-
pany is.

— Make sure you under
stand the insurunce cov-

erape — and that it’s the
one you wiant. Make
sure that public hability
and  general  damige
coverape is {or al least o
million dollars. Itisnea
good ideu to nceept re:
sponsibility for the fimu
$250 or $5M worth ol
damage. You're driving
a new ¢ar, in new sur-
toundings — and the
single most commoen -
gument between rental
companics and custom-
ers iv whether a ciar was
damayged i the custom-
ers’ possession of not.
Pay the extra three dol-
lars a day, and be safe!l

— I you don’t intend to re-
turn the car yourself,
mike sure aboul drop
charges. These can be
high, and youdon’t want
any unplensant SUrPTises
1o spoil your holiday.

Don't automatically as-
sume the car will he air-
conditioned — if you
want this feature, ask
for it.

lf the car rental com-
pany has ~contricted
with you, tn advance (o
supply @ certiiin model
which then isn? availr
able -- you don'thawe to
pay the same cate for a
less expensive model, It
sounds obvious, b
you'd be surprised how
many pecople do  just
that.
Above all, drive carefully
— more so than you would
at home, So many people

trip’s a pleasure
from the
moment you
ecide fo go!

LET OUR

TRAVEL

EXPERTS
HELP YOU.

BARBER..HENLEY

- COMPLETE TRAVEL SERVICE

_ A _
33 Main St. S. @ 2772214

think that they can be care-

free in everything they (0, g s e s oo sum -

travel

when on holiday, and they
can't — especially driving.

James Teonnant i5 the Vice-
President of Holiday Rent-
A-Car, a Canadian owned
operation with [50 outlets
across North America,

Be sure to visit us
belore your vacation
far
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Stirling nie 'wos once
considered the strongest for-
tress In Scolland, To tegt its
:in:ngth. the lmrndlru; Ed-
::_lrd fm':dt; : lead

pped from roofs of abbeys
gnd cathedrals, {o. increase
the throwing power nf his
catapults,

Near Stirling Castle is

Scone Palace, the home of
the Eorl of Manafleld. The
palace contains ormate furn-

ishings, snd .the spacious:

gardens surrounding It are
filled with rare trees and
peacocks.

Bul those are just a few of
the many altractions of a
E%mnﬂ holiday in Sa:ol.

Edinburgh

Edinburgh no longer deserv-

es the niclmame *Auld Reek-

f="" (0ld Smokey) even with
a population of half a million,

Hul: the cobblegtoned streets
and weathered monuments
slill glve the city a grace and
siately charm which made it
the choice of Scollish kins
and queens long ngo.
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Driving thru Scoﬂand

Entering Edinburgh from
the enst gives one o stunning
view of the caste, risin
above the city. The dark cliil
on which It stands was &an
aclive valcano mililons of
years ago,

FEdinburgh ts the clty of the
three B'2: breweries, banks
and bibles, the delightiul
Miss Drew of the Scoltish
Tourlst Board Informed us,

The clty s surrounded by
breweries, which draw water
fromm arlesian wells -~ the
secrel of thelr success,
Banks are plentiful in the
financlal district of St. And-
rew's Square -~ the richest
square in the world - wherd
the Scols earned Lhelr reput-
ation for thrift. Bibles are a
symbol of the city's long-cst-
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ablished printing industry.
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Many famous people llved §

In Edinburgh, besides kings

and queens. Alexander Gra- §

ham Bell was borm near J§
Charlotte Square, in the west |

end of the city.

A tour of Edinburgh is not
camplete withoul a stop on By
Princes Street, the City's g8

main shopping area. Modern
ghops [ill one slde of the

street, where Canadlans will §

find Scoltish woolens selting

for half the price they'd pay :

al home.

The crowded shops cont-

rast sharply with theé muse-
ums ncross the street — the

al Scottish Academy,

its concert halls, and the

nalln-nul gallery ~ o miniat-

ure Louvre.

Due to unforeseen clrcumstances beyond our
control we were unable to have the Cunard
presentation on September 14tk Watch our
ads for future presentation date. '

We regret any inconveniehce this may have

cavsed.
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| am happy 1o annouce that | have taken over the branch office of Wally
Crouter Travel, located at Dorset Plaza, 462 Steeles Avenue East, Milton,

We. at Travel To Inc., would like to assure you that business wilt continue as
usual and we will endeavour to give you the best, personaljzed travel service

avallable.

Monday to Thurs.:lzu,.r 10-8
or Call 878-8193
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GRAND OPF.NING DRAW
FREE- 5 PIECE SET OF

H NO OBLIGATION TO PURCHASE, JUST FILL OUT THIS COUPON ﬁND_DHDF‘ T BY
B nUR OFFICE BEFORE SEPTEMBER 29. 1978 OR MAIL TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS.
d DRAW TO BE HELD SEPTEMBER 30th. LIMIT ONE ENTRY PER PERSON
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30 DAYS ADVANCE BOOKINGS TO

FORT

I.AUDERDAI.E

from Toronto

SARASOTA

FLORIDA 259

Limetree Ian”

Including refurn aiv fare,
accommodation &

hotel

SRS TR TR - T e g LR

Fridays 10-9
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Mary Bradley

Saturdays 10-4
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JAMAICA

pp.dble

transfers between airpor! &

hotel.

SPECIAL BONUS
'COUPONS

FREE WHEN YOU BOOK
ANY VACATION WI'I'H US

Hegril Beach Club
including 7 tull breakiasts,
5 full dinners, gratuities
& hotel service charge,

KReturn alr fare, 7 7 nights

Froam -

39

accammodation, transtars nﬂwuqn_

alrport & holel.

10 to 50% discounts on food, :Inﬂling, !umitum efc., efc.

For More Information Cal 853- 1553 |
TED TYLER TRAVEL SERVICE - ACTON: -
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