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 Stewarttown solar homes project gets approval

Contrary lo the adviee of he
tosen planting department and
Mayor Tom 14, planatig
buard hus endorsed o proposal
tu build four experimental sol-
ar heated homes on five acres
ul private Laml off Tralalizar

Hoad south of Georgetown,
Already turned down by the
hoard last Aupust, Wray Gib
s0n and his solicitor Dick
Hee=ilt this time suceceeded in
convineing the board that the
newdd for further research into

"No precedent"”

St =ied that tawn coun-
el may be selling a dangerons
precedent by endorsing o pro-
posal to build four experimen-
tal solar-heated homes on Tra-
faliar RHuad south of Ceorge-
fown. Coun, George Maltby
Munday night succeeded in
guiting the deecision smended
50 thal the solar homes will be
cun:;;idr:rud i one-shot  pilot
e el

i ol others from k-
B bt ef woupggl's ape
praval of the solar homes
Wray Gibson hopes te build on
his Live-aere lot near Stewarlt-

- -lown, the project has been
:_Eiﬂ&lﬂllﬂtt"ﬁi u pilat project that
‘15 not 1o be considered repres-

enlative of towa policy.

Halioge Thils plasning baard
has pejected e adyice of s
stall i order to have a study
taunched into a 625-uere indus-
il site proposed fur develop-
mwnt poriheast of Geeorgetown

The planning departiment re-
commended  council’s  disap-
ptoval of the proposad submit-
teld by osnore thap- a dozen

- poivate landowners seekwyg an
Colicial plian and zoning bylaw

atnendment allowing the 1.
dustiial and commuereial use of

L raral and bazard lands.,

Fite clust proximity of sev-

- - eral private residences and 1he
. oanticipated loss of prime ppri-
Ceeullurg] lamd prompted 1o the
- departiment to reject the prop. -
sl

The staff report also ciles an

Sopinen by regional engineers
= that s developtent north-

- easlof Georgetown would need
"ot be decommndiated by full

Canunivipal sefviees, rather
sLothan privide waler and sewaste
- facdithes as pragosed

I ts not pussibile to deter-

< Nl this e whal IR
ot maustrial proposal wonld

hoawes of the surcounding road
repert sliles,

The report also points oul
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Town planning depariment
and Mayor Tom Hill refused to
endorse the propesal at last
week's planning board meet-
ing on the prounds that it

requires four severances on o

single 5.5-nere site.

Coun. rete Pomeroy explal-
ned that, by avoiding a prece-
dent, the town can consider
any future proposals to byjld
salar homes or other nnusunl
projects on their own nicrils,
Coun. Maltby added that the
prohibilive cost of building
selar homes will no douhi
prevent others from trying to
fool council intu letting them

bhuild new homes on severed
rural lals.

Industrial plan
“interests council

plan and the still-tu-be approy-
ed regional efficial plan make
no provisions for any induslt.
rial develapment in the area in
uesion :

Coun. P'ete Pomeroy, ealling
[or a re-examinalion of the
proposal by council’s official
platt Teview commitiee, con-
tended that the transportation
probiems mentioned could be
overcme so that the proposed
sile eould be “'plugged inle”
Halton Tlills" official plan as a
buture industrial growth area.

“There are some very food
risasons we should be looking
al this proposal,” Coun, Russ
Miller agreed. “Contrary lo
whal the planners have repor-
ted, if s mostly poar ageicult-
urad land jn that area and |
think it would be best 1o gel
stme dry industry on it

Coun. Pat Patlersan  alsa
challenged the region's opinion
that the area should not he
developed as proposed, saying
that he will never support
repinmal povernment in Halton
because il has nol helped
cittzens in the rural arcas “in
any way, shape ur form™.

Coun. Peter Marks sugpest-
rd that the plan, if provey
tnacceptable at the site pro
presied, gnihi Be aveomimdat.
ced al o bwation adjacenl to
Acton, but planeing direclor
ALarm Venditte observed that
space 15 very Limiled in both
urbsin arens.

Coun, George Malby noted
thirt the proposal makes “a lot
of sense™ i terms of employ-
ment and service 1o George-
Linw .

lEalton’s industrial develop-
ment olficer, Hill Marshal),
aformed the board that he
reconves one or two inguiries
wiach day from mbjor indust-
ries inlerested in develuping
“hirge areas” around Georpe-
lwn, The majority of the calls
insvolve ey industry, e
addegl, bt despite a proven
needd in e region for such
develupment, available space
is limited,
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the feasibility of solar hepling
oulweighs concerns that arose
over the possible setting of a
]pms:cﬂent for the severing of
uls,

Mayor Hill pointsd out that
the town r :ontly appealed a
decision vy the Hallon land
division commiltee by which
the construction of o single
home on a two-acre site was
approved.

“"There's no way we should
be supporting four houses on
five acres™, he contended.

The town's deputy planning
director Brian Kropl admilted

in his reporl on the proposal

that the lown sheuld be prepa-
red to support “innovalive
programs designed 1o reduce
man’s eonswnption of scarce,
man-renewable resources ine-
tuding (uels™ but not, he ndded
a1 the expense of town policies
and recognized planning prin-
ciples.

The proposal cnlls for the
canstruclion of feur speciaily-
designed, two-storey salar
heated hames on the west sldn
of Trafalgar liead where Mr.
Gibsun owns five acres imme.
diately south of Al's Meats,
Mr. Gibsen's own home is
situated o1 the norlh end of the
five acre lol,

Mr. Howill cited support for

the development of solar heat-
ing ot all government levels
anid named lwe federal prog-
rams lhrough which Mr, Gib-
son miy be able fo oblain
subsidy funding for his prope-
sal. A patent s now being
prepared for the unique shult-
er which Mr. Gibson has des-
igned to be facing the sun at alt
limes, he explained.

Anlicipating the sugpestion
of s¢veral board members thal
the hemes could better be buill
un lond in Holton §iills that is
plready properly zoned for
such uses, Mr. Howitt told the
bosrd that if M. Gibson must
buy additinngl land for the
project, his plans will no long-
er be financiully feasible. Any
concerns that Halton region
nmay hive over vehicle access
onte Trafalgar itoad will be
resolved by the planned widen-
ing of the road between Ash-
grove and Stewaritown, Mr.
Howitt said.

The =snlicitor conceded that
Mr, Gibson's proposal faces its
biggest ubstacle at the land
division commitlee level, the
approach 1o which he never-
Iheless deseribed as the most
pruclical allernative open o
his client.

"1 realize we're going to
hove problems with the com-

Robbery guilty plea
nets nine months

Stephen Willlam Jones, 18, of
ne fixed address, hoas - been
sentenced to nine months in
reformatory for his part in the
July 8 armed robbery of the
ileyal Varicty store on Queen

St -
E‘#‘t ﬁ#{fﬂtﬂjltt also serve a

six monlh senlence and two-
monih senlence concurrently
for two related convictions
handed down by Judge Reed
Scott after he pleadedt guilly to
all three charges Monday in
Milton provincial court,
Halton regional police nrres-
ted Mr, Jones Jast month at the
Norwest compground, one of
Halton puarks from
which he was found to have
slolen aboul $150 worth of
snackbar confettions along
with assorted camping equlp-

ment. e was convicied Mon-
day of breaking ond entering
und passession of stalen goods.

The third conviction on a
charge of armed robbery re-
stilted from a July B incident ai
Acton's Hoyal Variety, where
Jones and another person t-
hreatened a store employee
with & 10inch knife before
leaving the premises wilh bet-
ween $00 and $500 taken fram
the cash regisier.

Cindra Lizabeth Kirby, 20,
alzo of no fixed address, is
scheduled to appear in provin-
cial caurt Oct. 16 ta have o trial
date set, She is charged with
armed robbery in connection
with the Royal Variely rob-
bery, breaking and entering
antd pussession of stolen goods
i1t n separate incident.

Smaller school

suits new head

special to The Herald

The new principal of Acten
high schiool, Wally Watkins, is
pleased to be a principal for
the Nirst time in his leaching
carcer and more pleased to be
the headmaster of Acton high
school.

“To me, it's (Aclon high}
just perfect’”,

"Twant a small schoel and 1
believe in a small schoal,” he
E0YS.

atr. Watkins says the relat-
ively small size of the Acton
school (approximately 750 stu-
dents  for 1978-79) allows
“mure cahesiveness, . . more
commaa aim, ., . & beller
schoof spint’’,

He saws the size of the Aclon
school will allew him to man-
age Lhe high sehool well, In
ferms of manigement, he says
the stucdents will form n cahes.,
ive unit than students in o
targer school.

“It"s more like a family tina
smatll schoaly than o erowd”,
he says,

The smaller school will allow
AMr. Watkins 10 limplement cer-
tain beliefs and ideas about
cducation

“1 think I'm in u belter
ponsition o implement my
ileas™, he says, ’

Andd thr task for Mr. Watkins
of implementing s ideas is
made simpler “since this
school is already procecding
along my lines™, he says, '

Al Watkins says his ldens of
education includes giving *'the
feeling that the people within
the schood have a gay with the
way the school is run™. And he
has o “really definite insist-
ance with good programs®,

Mr.Watking says the size of
the school and the size of Acton
llow the schoul 1o be a part of
the cotnmunily. In some plac-
es, says Mr. Watkins, there is
an invisible barrier belween
the school and the comniunity,
hut not in Acton.

To keep the feeling of com-
munity, Mr. Watkins will com-
municale with the citizens of
Acton, the students and the
teachers. Communicalion, he
shys, involves the school's
newsletter and gelting 10 know
1he: towns people, students and
feachers. Mr. Watkins says it
15 important for him to give
suppor! to the teachers.

When o teacher gives an
excetlent lesson, he says, he or
she may feel “my kids know
about it and 1 know about it,
bul ne one else knows about
Y

I's imporiant o sit in on a
gol lesson and glve praise
when it's due, he says.

Mr. Watkins hopes his role
as principal and teacher (he
will teach one English class)
will help communleationy with
both teachers and students,  *

Referring lo his respansibil-
ity of teaching one subject as
well a3 managing the school,
he says il seems to be a good
tradition in this school™.

Mr. Watkins hopes the com-
binnlion of good management
and good communications will
permit sludents to develop to
the grealest petenttal and be

condusive to the "art of educo--

tiun®'.

The art of edecation, says
Mr. Walkins, "is the art of
putling the right book inte the
right hand at the right time®’.
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mittee and 1 appreciale thal
perhaps the region Ino will say
that his [rrn;mml lties in the
Fage of all its planning guide-
lines,” Mr. Howitt said, "“but
the situatinn is unusual enough
Riven the desperate need for

solur heating research, that
Wray Gibsen's technology is
necded by the whole public
seelor',

Coun. Pele Pomeroy ree
commended that the board
should ignore the advice prov-

ided by Mr. Kropf and endorse
Mr. Gibson's proposal, but
Mayor Hill, recalling council's
past acltions in opposilion to
proposed land severanges,
promplly rejected 1the supges-
tinn,

Provisional nod given
for 200-lot Acton plan

Plans for a residential sub-
division that would accommo-
date more than 200 new resid-
enls to be established on
Churchill Road north i Acton
wonippraval in principle from
L town planping board Aug.
15.

Fronk Baldwin appealed to
the board on behall of Peter
Civiero Invesiments Itd, of
Mississauga for permission 1o
have the preliminary subdivis-
ion plan  circulated among
town agencies and  depart-
menis for comnient so that a
zoning smendment can be pre-
pared.

The proposed site is a vacanl

rural area immedintely sculh
ol the Acton Curling Club. The
plan, rejected in 1973 a8 being
premature, has beenrevised to
Feuture 52 semi-detached hom-

es or 26 doubles on a 5.8 acre
parcel. The proposed density
would be 36 persons per acre.

Mr. Baldwin poinled sul thal
lhe site is “worlhwhile far
development™, being sandwic-
hed between the curling club
and existing housing. As Coun.,
George Madtby conlirmed, the
sail at the site, although desig-
pated on current maps as class
1 agricultural land, is aclunlly
dry, arable and, ut best, class
four,

Mr. Baldwin told the beard
that consulting engincers (or
the projeet have foreseen no
difficult in having the subdivis-
ion huooked into the readily
availuble sewer and water
services, The plans inelude a
nifnimum 10 per cent landscn-
ped area utilizing an existing
ereek through the site. Schuals

are also close by.

Coun. Les Duby noted that
the proposed site is in his
backyard where much devel-
epment is already in progress,

A few more hiouses wan't
hother me,*” he said. "It's
henelicial to see all those tall
weeds cleared out and the
creck eleaned up'.

AMr. Baldwin assured him
thal no problems are anlicipa-
bed over the clese proximity of
Ihe curling club, where dunces
are freauently held,

Coun. Peter Maorks asked

planning direclor Mario Vend-

itti 1o assess the subdivision's
polentint fmpacl upon Acton's
sewape (reatment capacity
while preparing his report on
the proposal for evenlual pre-
sentation to the board,

¥ Millicre Tv.

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Hoy and Helen Neorton celebrated thelr
noth wedding anniversary
Fridoy evening, surrounded by lamlly and
friends. Mr. Norton, who was employed at the

in Ballinafad

Norton said.
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his wife met in the fall, skated together
almost all winter, nnd married that August.
"We've bad a very, very good life," Mr.

Coun. Huss Miller had his
own sulution te the dispule

wlien he elatmed to supporl all

severance proposals.

“There's o tot of good build-
ing lots in the area that could
b developed', he said. *1 just
wonder i what (Coun. Pome-
roy) suggested is strong
enough (to support the plan
ndequately),”

"Muaybe we shouldn't be ap-
pealing all these severance
tleeisions,” Coun. Pat MeKen-
zie agreed. “In this case, two
wrongs don't make a right, It's
ceTlainly nol prime farmland
we're discussing here™ .

Coun. Peler Marks offered
his “total support” of the
proposal, but suggested (hat
Mr, Gibson should sell his
¢designs to uwners of land that
is already zoned for such uses,
Ihen do his research on the
homes at the appropriate sites.

*This is far beyond our [and
use policy™, he warned.

Mr. Glbson commented that

1t wauld be difficull to sell the

designs and ensure thai all
agreement problems are reso-
ved. Mr. Howitt ciled the
advantge of having lhe exper-
imenlal hovses close ta hame.

Coun. George Maltby strong-
ly advised the board not to sel

a precedent for severing cural
land for solar homes and the
like. Residential development
must be prevenled from en-
croaching anto land that (s not
designaled for such use on the
towns official plan, he said.

Additlonal  support for
Mr. Gibson's proposnl came
[ram councillors Pat Patlersen
and Les Dby, but board chair-
man oy Booth remained
wary about granting official
cridorsement to any reserch
befare ali of the implications
are known, Mankind already
made one mistake by **jum
ing inlo” the use of atomic
power, he cautioned,

Coun. Boolh nevertheless
suppurted the proposal ‘and
suggested that Mr. Gibson's
homes be set up as a pilot
experimental project and
study arca. He also urged the
board to start re-examining ils
planning policies regarding
Severances.

"Sular energy is something
we have to ook at, even though
its application maybe in the
distanl future,’’ he comment-
ed. “We've got n proposal here
that's going to put us on the
map. We should be proud that
we have o mon here who's
willing to tackle the projeet*”.
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