Low wages, no savings may force
couple, two children onto street

By MAGGIE HANNAH
Talk 10 anyvone who's in the
process of looking for a house
and he'll tel! you the prices are
too high, the designg are bad,
the location isn't satislnclory
" or so lar he just hasn't found
" what he wanlis,

Bul what do you de when,
your boss forces you to move,
your wapes are so low and you
haven't got any cashreserve o
use for the double rent new
tenants are expecied o pay,
available accommodaltions are
beyond your means anyway,
and social services can't help
you because you are employ-
ed?

Don and Ann Junes {not their
real names) of Geoargetown
have until Saturday lo solve
the riddle.

Don earns $1 an hour as a
labourer in a loeal industry.
The company takes his Ontario
Hospilal Insurance Premiuims

out of his wages bul mokes no
conlributions an his behall.
There are nv campany benef-
its. His work is seasonal run-
ning (rom carly April or when-
ever the ground dries up
el to be worked until
mid-December, The other four
months he draws uncmploy-
menl beneflits. This is Don's
secomd year with the company.

The company has a number
of houses which it rents o
employees for $60 a month, But
Don can't have one. He was
given no reason why he can’d
have eoe and he knows that at
least one of these hounses is
vacant al the present hime.
The campuany’s answer to his
regiest for housing was a firm
refusal,

“There are no wailing 1isis
at —," Donsays. *“You just ask
the boss and iU's up to him. The
way Itill (not his real namel
runs the place you'd think they

were his houses, not 1he head
office’s in Oakville, He doesn't
want me, at all, but 1 don'
know why''.

Not only has Hill refused lo
let Dont have a home, he has
farced him out af the accom-
modations he did bave for 1153
VEUrS.

“He told me noel lo come
back 1o work until I'd moved
aut”, Don explains, *so 1 had
to po house hunling right then.
we were living in Lhe base
menl of 2 company house with
my wife's sister and her husb-
and. He's a full-time emplo-
yee, They have ane litlle girl
and we have bwo kids, 1t isn't
s il lhe place was se lerribly
pyercrowded™,

“1 don't think the healbth
people and the fire inspectors
woere loo happy about us bheing
in the basenient,"” Ann adds.
o1t was all wood around it and
if o flre ever sturled we'd

MP calls reforms

contentious proposals

Perrin Beatly, MP for Wel-,
lington-Grey-Dufferin-Water-
loo, has described 1he federal
government's proposci consti-
tuticnal reforms as ‘'conlens
tiows."'

“I've been happy with the
way Lhe present venstitulion
has been working,”” Mr. Beatly
zaid recently.

Mr. Bealty, wiw is a1 menm-
ber of the Speeial Joint Com-
mitice on the Constitution, said
he sees several flaws in the
preposed constitulon, such as
entrenchment of language
rights, where one province,
Quebec, can veto any fulure

changes. This pravision could-

tead 10 disunity, he said.

Mr. Beaity, PC candidate for
Dufferin-Wellinglen riding, al-
go criticized the bill for its
position on decreasing the role
of the monarchy in Canada.

'] believe lhe Royal Family
has servey] Canada very well,”
he gaid. The proposed conslilu-
tion would transfer the powers
of the rullpg monarch fo the
Governor-General, except
when the monareh i: in Can-
ada. ‘

Replacing the Senate with
the proposed House of Federn-
tion will result ina reduction of
the powers of the upper house,
and this will undermine the
system of checks and balances

resently between government
jes, Mr. Beatlty said.

Mr. Beatty said thalt any

decisions on constitulivnal re-
farm should be besed on u
public referendum,

“The constitution should nat
be forced un people,” he sald.
“Let's lake our time.™

Mr. Heally had several fav.
orable comments to make 0ona
speech by Aleksandr Solzhen-
itsyn this spring to the gradua-
ling class at Harvard Univer-
sity in which Mr. Solzhenilsyn
said, “n fact which canpot be
disputed I5 the weakening of
human Dbeings in the West,
while in the East they are
becoming firmer and strong-
er.” o ;

Mr. Solzhenitsyn said in his
address that Western socicly
has lost its purpose, and s in a
spiritual and political decline,
He siressed that his critlcisms
of Western society come from
a friend, and not from the
supporter of the Communist
sysiem. .

According to Mr. Solzhenit-
syn, “'In our Eastern coun-
tries, Communism has suffer-
ed a complele idealogical de-
feat: it is zero amd Jess than
zero. But Western intellectuals
s1ill otk at it with interest amd
with empathy, amd this is
precisely what mukes it so
immensely difficult for the
West to withstand the Fast.”

The cause of the decline of
Western sociely, In Mr. Solz-
lienitsyn’s opinian, is thal the

$1 million set
for expansion

Inmont Presstite Lid., of

Georgetown, - hos  announced
plang for a milllon dollar
capital expansion program
that will see some 13 new jobs
created by next summer.
" Representatives of the Arm-
strong Avenue firm which
manulactures sealants and ad-
hesiviss for the automobile and
other industries appealed to
Halton Hills fipance and ad-
ministration commitiee Mon-
day for a sccond exlension on
an opiion the town holds to
purchase approximately one
acreof company land adjacent
to the plant.

The commiitee recommend-
ed councii's approval of the
extension request, adding the
condition that the company
must ereet an industrial build-
Ing on the land by next
summor,

Inmont Prestite originally
won council's blessing for an
initial extension of its 10-year
option to purchuase following »
gimilar presentation "to com-
mlitee last Navember,

This year, company spokes-
‘man Robert Kennedy 1ald the
committee Monday, Inmont
has enjoyed the sales prowth
necesaary la warrant expan-
alon of the Armstrong Avenue
plant. :

Plant manager Sherman
Rappaport told The Herald
that approval of the cxpansion
plans most come {rom (he

company’s head office in Now
York.

_ Enginecrs_are now prepar-
ing a prescatalion for the
board of direetors, he said, and
subject o approval ot thal
level, tenders could be Jet
early in 1997%  Construclion
could then b expected to get
underway next surimer. .

Mr. Kennedy reporled that
plans cal} for a 3000 o
6,000 square oot extension of
the company’s Georgetown fa-
cilities and the purchase of
new process cquipmuent,

Intnont may build the new
extension on ils prosent park-
ing lat, he sald, and move the
employces parking area onto
ihe one-acre site for which the

town still holds on eption of
putchase,

The company's employment
rosiers, which has seen cight
pew jobs gpen since Novem-
ber, 1977, woauld be boosted to
45 fram 32 ance the new faeility
is operating.

Coun. Pat Paiterson
ready o grant the company an
extension as requested, but st
the urging of Coun. Peter
Mortis and clerk-administrat-
or Ken Richardsen, the com-
mitiee recommended the pre-
paration of a “mini-ugree-
ment' by which Inmont would
commit Hself Lo the construct.-
ion of a new bujlding prior to
next full,

Mediation offer

CVCA workers

The Credit Valley Conserva-
‘tion Authority's (CVCA) 10
putside workers employees
will be meeting late this week
lo discuss the CVCA's [alest
contrac!l offer, bhut the union
executive has said it will nol
recommoend ncceptance or re-
Jection of the olfer.

Ray Whilchead, bargaining
agent for Local 73, Canadian
Union of Public Employees,
gald Ihe unicn executive and
management held a mediation
meeling Monday with the
CVCA, at which the execulive
refused to endorse the CVCA™S
lalest offer.

Mr. Whitehead sald the lal-
est offer by management does
refllect a change in their posi-
tion, but the executlive has
declded nol to come oul in

favor of ihe offer.

“We've decided simply to
take the offer back 1o our
members for them 1o decide
one,” Mr. Whitcheud said. e
suid & union offer which repre-
sented n change {rom  Lhe
unlon's original request for a
ao-cent-an-hour [ncrease was
presented o management, and
the latest offer (rom manage-
ment is In response lo the
unjon’s tatest position.

“Management didn't agree
wilh what we prescnted them
with, and came back with
something less than whal we
had reguested,”” Mr, White-
head said.

The CVCA hud no comment
{o muke on the present state of
nepotintions,

The union Is in a legal strike
pesitinn,

L
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wesl has created no socicty
where malerial well-being 15
more impertant than spiritual
growth and where o demand
for inlividual rights has sup-
platited aur recognition of -
dividual respaashility “to our-
selves, to our fellow cilizens
and to God.™

“Mr. Solzhenitsyn’s unnlysis
of Western prospects and his
apparent tolal rejeetion of in-
dividualism atd material pros-
perity po [urther than most ol
us would chivose to go,” Mr.
Heatlty satd.

“Althougl it is easy to recog-
nize the degree of self-disei-
pline that vxists among citi-
zens of lhe Eastern Bloc, jusl
n% we cuan sce every day lhe
sell-indulgence he complains
aboul in our own lives, the
Western peoples have proved
themselves capable of disei-
pline and self-sacrifice when

the survival of their way of life

was ihreateoed,”

“Bat even il we do not agrec
wilh Mr. Salzhenitsyn about
how [ar we have tegvelled, it s
net hard to recogaize his des.
eription of the scenery,” Mr.
Beatty soid. *'Fus warmng a-
bait the effects of substifuling
hutnapism  and  materinlism
for religion and seil-liscipline
will reach many sympathelic
ears in todoy's Canada ™

"I was easy (o praise Mr.
Solzhenitsyn when he describ-
ed for the world the barbarily
of Russian Communism, just
as it is casy to conderan the

Soviet Union fur its cruel per-

secution of s dissident clti-
zens in kangaroo court teials,”
Mr. Beatly said.

- “Hiw Harvard specch 15
mucit mare dilficull [or us in
accepl hecause it examines Lhe
core of life today and finds it
weak and insubstantial, But i
wre welcomed hia criticisms of
a Soviet despolism, all of us
knew existed, we should be all
the more gridefut for his des-
cription of the cracks and
fissures in pur own sociely we
would all too readily ignore,”
Mr. Beatty concluded.
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Air Cadet Camp. According to Ministry of
Tramspart regulatlons Sgt. Cousens must
have & minimum of 2 hours solo flight time
and 4 minimum of 20 solo Mighta belore

receiving his Gllding leence.
CANADIAN FORCES PHOTO

Flight Sergeant Doug Cousens Jowers the
canopy on his glider in preparation for
take-off on his fourth sola flight. Boug, 16, is o
member of 756 Squadron, Georgetown ani 18
on the six week Glider Pilat Court st ‘Trentan

never have gotten the kids aut,
But they weren'l pushing us te
get eut like Bill did™,

Although Don knew his job
was walling for bim s soon as
he found allernate accommod-
ations he had Lo go withoot pay
for the house hunting period. 1t
was al that poinl he ficst
approached the social service
peaplie in search of assistance,
Welfare told him they couldn’t
help him heenuse be had a job,
They alerted the Children's
Aid Soviely (1CAS)  becouse
there was ne money for food
and CAS brought them grocer-
ies that week.

hey moved info an upstairs
apartment op  Main  Streel
tiree weeks ago. By Saturday
they have Lo be oul,

“Phey lold us when we came
in here that they thought they
hunel 3 ddeal on the boilding but
they weren't sure it would go
through™, [on Says.

safapday evening a week
ago the gy was hack to tell
us e building wos seld and
the new owner Wants to renby.
ale it all. We have to be oul by
Salurday, He's even told us lo
fargel about Lhe rent because
we've been here so shorl a
lime, 5o we can't complain, He
wits floing us @ tavor 1o Jet us
huve the place, but now there's
no where to fo™

Ann savs she has called the
various places listing houses
for reut, as well as the real
eatate agencies ahd apartement
superintendents.

“The real estute people have
nalhing," she says. 1 ask i
they take children when | call
apartments and they all say
no, 50 1 just hang up They
forpel ey were young ang
time hemselves, T guess™.

Don has found two houscs
hut the rent is very high and
the tandlords want first and
lust month's rent before they
can mave in, The first was &
twa bedroom hotne going for
$250 a monlh with heat and
hydro exira. More recently
they have found a three-bed-
room house [or $240, heal and
hydro included.

“That's n belter deal”’, he
says, “'oven though it is o
ymaller house. The trouble is
that | haven't lhe moeney for
first and last month's rent and
T don't know Baw T can get R*,

1 went to the bank lo
borrow the money and as soon
as the fdy feund out 1 don't
have a car she stopped filling
out the application,” Dot says.
“She figures 1l we're oo poor
1o own & car we necd help, not
a chance to o into debt. We
don't nwe any bills. This would
have been my ficst bank loan if
I'd gatlen 117,

Al the direction of the bank
loan officer, Don and Ann
again contacted welfare. and
their local MP and MPP. S0
far no ane has been able to
offer any practical solutions.

“Mrs. Detlor [rom CAS was
in to see ug and said she'd be
going 1o the legal elinic to see il
Ihere was anything they could
do for uy bul 1 pucss there
wasn't™, [don says.

“She says there is some
plice in Hamillon they could
put us temporarily but we
don't want tn go way down
there, Our family and friends
are all in this area. And
besides, what weuld happen to
my job i we went there?”

Don is 39, raised on a farm
in aortywestern Ontario, and
has done farm labor right antil
eipht years ago. Ann is 20 and

&
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has had no fraining to take a

-jub. Their son and doughler

are Tour and five years of age,
respectively. Ann hos looked
fur @ jub but found nathing.

“1'm sorry now I dida’t take
iraining 1 was olfered when |
left school,” Ann soys, “but
the way jubs are now there's
no guarantee I'd find o job
even if 1 was trained for
somuething'’.

Don has tried for other jobs,
the lntest being as a laborer on
a {prin norlh of Halton, bul so
far he has heard nothing and
nssumes the jobs bave been
[illed, The money on a farm
migit not be any belter than
where he is now but at east
there's usually a house includ-
ed.

“The way tie cost of living 18
almest nll my wiges go in
groceries”, Don says. 'l figur-
ed 1'd gt a —-house svme day
or 1 den’t think I'd have laken
the job in lhe first place™.

“'Bon has bad nerves to start
willt and now we aren't sleep-
e or ealing " Ann savs
“Even our doughler asks
eyery Gnce 11 a while where
we're poing. She hasa't been
too weli the inst couple of days
so I guess she's worried toa™,

Allhough The Herald has
changed the names to protect
Don and Ann from any [urther
embarrassnment their sloty 18
real and they definiiely do
have !ess than three diys lo
move eyt of their clean, relat-
ively spacious two-bedroom
apartment which was to cosl
them $150 a tnonth, The distur.
bing part is that their case is
far from unigue In Georgelown
according 1o a man who deals
constantly with people’s prob-
lems.

Bill Cumpsty of the Halton
Hills Legal Clinie says George
fown has many working poor
like Don who work steadily at
very low paying jobs, and live
just abave the poverly line.

“These arce honest people
who work hard and pay (heir
bills'*, Mr, Cumpsty says, "“but
the systiem penalizes them. We
peed low rental accommoda-
tion in this town for these
people. There should be some
social agency Lhat can assist
them"',

“CAS brought it to our atlen-
tion. They don't wani to take
these kids away from their
parcnts bul what else can they
do if they don’t have any
sheller? The family seems 1o
get nlong well logether and

*they take as good care of the

youngsters as higher income
fumilies do, so it's senseless to
cause the anxiely thal would
come from removing them, 1t
will cost $40 a'day 1o pul the
two children in foster homes™.

Mr. Curnpsty feels that there
should be an emergency fund
in Halton which would belp
people like Don. Torunte has
such u fund and Me. Cumpsty
explains how it works.

“The man borrows the mon-
ey for his rent deposit and then
pays it back ut a nominal sum
such as 35 a week until he s out
uf debt again. I gives the
people a roof and keeps them
off welfare rolls.™

Ar.Cumpsty agrees that sit-
uations such as Don [faces
maoke it too obvinus that being
unemployed pays better than
supporting yoursell.

*The politicians in this town
should scriously think about

providing accommadation for .

these kind of people”, he says,
o R N r
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Kinney'’s 81 store Managers

from coast to coast are .
celebrating our 13th Anniversary
with a 4 day, money-saving sale -

L1

y

from Wednesday, August 16th
to Satl]l'day, Allgust 19th. o

NORTH STAR
UNISEX CASUALS

Blue or brown suedeJeather, & eye
ile uppors, sponge heels and arch
supporis for comforl. Long wearing
Kraton subber soles, Made in Canada
in even sizes 3 to 6. Regular Kinney
" Price $18,99. 1

Now Only $1 400

=+ For dad or the kids. Futméfﬂhﬁﬁ

H L.

tos protectors, padded edllsrs. and
cushlon foam insoles, white leather
uppers and hiue ripple soles. Made
in Canads.-Boys' aizes 1 to 6. Re
- gular Kinney Prce $14.85. Men’s
sizes & to 12, Régular Kinney Price

-} NowOnly 3999

MEN'S & CHILDRENS’
MOC TOE CASUALS -

2 oye lie moccasin toe casuals with
malching lpather hindings In belge,
sueda or chocolate browtt suede for
men and beige Suede for ghildren.
Cushioned arch supporis. Genulne
‘crepo_scles. Mede In Spain. Child.
ran's _slzea B8-1/2 to 12. Regular
Kinney: Prica  $12.89. Boys' w;%‘f

. sizng 13 to 6, Hegular Kinney Px

- Now Only.$€300

s b,

“E n's sizas 7-1 J"E to if‘iiiﬁaﬂ 11*“1'

Regular Kinney Price 32498, 054
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Five: oya:tie oxfords with navy. bide

. erbrown suada uppers, built-In arch
=.vsupport snd padded. cotlars -willy
;2:-back; 1ab. Rubber soles with zero
2o heat' styling, Mede: in 'Cﬂﬂidrﬂfl-iﬂf
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Inney shoes

Fashion and style for everyone

¥

s islzes 7 to 11. Ragular Kinnay Price

P B
g
I

‘Now Only $1890

F
e

4 gyo Ve ian lesthar uppers with
dacorativa stitching an vainp, Cover-
ed wedge heals and rubber crepe
solas. Made In Canada in sizes 5-1/2
to 8. Regular Rinney Price $25.99.

Nwonw ' $1 800

LAY

All sizes are nol ﬂualT&hI&lh all siyles
so shop early for the best selaclion,

Avallahle at the toliowing locations only

222 Guelph Siroot
Georgolown
AT76333

3 Queen S1. North
Streotavillo
824.4250

400 Alblon Road
Aexdale
T741-4801

8051 Yonge Streol
Thornhill
Ba9-G759

3770 Lawrence Ava, Easl,
Scarborough
435-2671

2499 Eglinton Ave. Easl
Scarborough
267-8619

2725 Jano Sireat
Downaview
71431823




