By LORI TAYLOR
Hergld stalf wrlter
Ask most tttle. boys what
lhtjr wanl (o be when they
grew up, and they'll say a
le!cemnn or a fircfighter-
ky Blil Cunningham grew
up Lo be both.

Mr. Cunningham, 31, has the
distinction not only of being o
constable with Hallon Region-
al Pollce {(presently In t1he
capacity of acting sergeant)
but also the district chief of the
Georgetown arca fireflighters.
His faother, Jack, was a fire-
fighter for 32 years and also a
district chief, the last man to
hold that position in the town of
Georgetown.

Mr. Cunniagham is a third-
generation Georgetown resi-
dent, his father and grandfath-
er both having spent their tives
in the area,

“One question I'm nsked is
whether it isn't difficult living
in the community nnd being a
paliceman here as well,” Ar,
Cunningham said. "'T find that
if I'm fair, and use common
pense, people underatand ['m
doing a fob, and they respect
me for it.”

He joined the police force
“really just by accident”
twelves years ago. He was in
the police atation when some-
one asked him Iif he would be
interested in becoming the
Georgelown pollce depart-
ment's first cadet. He filled oul
an application, and was suc-
cessful in getting the job,

Belng psked fo make com-
parizons belween the George-
town police department and
the onal force are inevil-
able, he has found.

"“The regional concept of a

- police force Is very practical,
and [ believe in it," Mr,
Cunningham said. I was one
of the fellows who said we
could do mothing but benefit
from the regional pollce force.
It means hetter opportunities
for promotion, and a wider
range of scrvices to draw on,
among other things."

Alr. Cunningham does not
discount {he advantage of a
smaller police force, such as
Georgelown's was, however.

“In a smaller {orce, you're
closer Lo the community, and

ey

there's more personal contact
and more community Involye-
ment," he said.

“It's (police work) a job
where you don't know what to
expect next,™ Me. Cunning-
tam said. "Going into a fac-
tory every day, 1 don't know {f
I could hack that afier this
jeb.”"

There is o side to police work
that can be unpleasant, he
admitted,

“The odd encounler I've had
with death, I don't think 1've
enjoyed, but [ don’t think
anyone does,” Mr, Cunning-
ham said. One of the worst
incidents, he recalled, was a
husband-and-wife drowning at
the papermill dam, in which
the wife was nine months
pregrant. Although it will
probably never be known for
sure, police think one of the
couple went into the water, and
the other went Lo the spouse’s
aid, but neither could swim.

“Iwas the first officer on the
scene onthal one, and it wasn't
plensant” Mr. Cunningham
said.

One of the highlights of his
career as a policeman was the
year he was veled policeman
of the year. The Herald asked
residents in 1974 1o vote for the
most well-liked policeman,
and Mr. Cunningham was the
first choice, He is also proud of

-a commendntion received
frem Lhe deputy chiel in 1975

for his work with the intelli-
gence division in a druy inves-
tigation,

Mr. Cunningham has been a
direetor of the Halton Regional
Police Associalion and also sat
on the steering commitiee for
the creation of Hallon's region-
al police force. He sludied at
the police college in Aylmer,
taking the two courses for re-
cruils, and courses in supervi-
sory and command manage-
ment, riot control nnd organiz-
od erime.

Mr. Cunninghem is present-
ly holding the rank of acting
sergeant, to replace Sergeant
Jason Field, -who presently
hulds the rank of acting staff
sergeant.

If police work is considered
Mr. Cunningham's vocalion,

his work ns a district fire chicf
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Ar. and Mrs. Black wilh their atlendants

Black-Duggan vows
exchanged in June

Marriage vows were ex-
cha nged between Mory Wilson
%gan and Douglas Black,
[ Oakville, at Hopedale
Bible Chapel Sat., June 24,
The bride is the daughler of
Jenny nnﬁ Juck Duggan of
Qakville and the groom is the
gon of Mary and George Black
el’ Georgelown.
uduymnn Doug Bramer nb
ficated al the afternoon cere-
mony during which sister and
brother Joanne and Bill Thorn-
ton of Oakville sang and play-
cd religious folk tunes on their
guilars.
The bride wore a Viclorian-
style, candlelight-color gown
with a pleated skirt of chiffon
nver satin and a wide-brim-
‘med hat of matching chiffon
-with ‘Belgian iace trim. She
carvied a bouquet of red roses.
Wendy Wilson, daughter of
{he bride, was maid of honor.

Bridesmaids were Soandra
Taggert, of Millon, Janet
Chalsson, Sharen  Hobertson

and Peggy Rogers, all of Oak-

ville and {riends of the bride.
Bonnie Sue Wilson, the bride's
ymingi_-:al daughter was flower-
ir

Hob Delaeuw of Burlingtan,
[riend of the groom, was best
man. He was assisled by ush-
ers Jun Kelly of Toronto, Jim
Douplas of Mississaugs, and
Lee Pinelli of Toranto,

A receplion was held o the
Normanddy Hoom of the Canad-
ian Lm,mn follewing the chiapel
ceremony, The newlyweds will
be honeympomng an Manitoul -
in Jsland.

The biride is employesd as o
boukkeeper in Oakville and the
proom works as an Cakville
Inwyer, He s also familiar 1o
many a% the "beal NDP camdi-
date,

FREDERICK A. HELSON.
TERENCE F. BAINES,

JOHN R. BELLEGHEM
und_RAYMOND L. STEELE

wish to announce that

hencefurth

JOHN R. BELLEGHEM

will carry on the practice of
law as a sole practitioner in the
Town of Georgetown (Halton Hills)

pffective
August 1, 1978

and that the tirm will cantlnue under

the name of

HELSON, BAINES & STEELE

at

132 Mill Street
Georgetown (Haiton Hills) Ontarlo
L7G 2C6

Bill Cunningham, Teft, and his father Jack Cunninghom posed for this photo of the officlal
opening of the Halton Hills (Georgetown} fire hall in 1877,

The Reyal Canadian Legion

LT.COL. G. O, B. COUACHT ORANEH

(Ha, 120)
2 MILL BTREET
OCORGETOWN,
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By ROMA TIMPSON

Hev there ladies. how (s our-

time to shine, Sunday August
20th is Ladies Day on the fish

- pond and so it's off to Glen

Halfey for the day. This fishing
trip 18 for members, their
wives and family BUT the big
plus is that the prizes are for
LADIES ONLY. There will be

two (2) prizes. Best Rainbow .

and best Speckles trout. Ladies
MUST hook ond land (ish (I
knew there was o cateh to this)
themnselves. The men may as-
sist in anyway EXCEPT with
hooking and landing. Weigh-in
Is (romn 8:30 am o 5:30 pin.

(That's for the fish, not the

ladies). Sounds [ike a terrific
day and [et's have o good
turn-oul for il.

There is o nﬂtlee on the
boeard that there will e a
Kourean Velerans Heunjon in
Sudbury August 26th, This is
sponsored by the Korean Vet-
eruns Association of Conada,
for further inguiries write to
Korean Veleran Assoc,, Box
460, Apgus, Ont, LOM 180,

Anather reunion will be held
in Dunneville, Ont. This is the

33rd reunion of No. 6 S F.T.S..
‘R.C.AF. Wartime Personnel.

September 22nd, 23rd, and 24th
are the dates and further

“information con be found on

our butletin board. Ladies. | .
remember the CW.A.C. reun-
ion in Toronle on Sept. 20th and
30th write 201 Niagara St,, or

| phone Shirley Wood Heesaker

al 652-0192, 652-164.,

Just over 40 golfers will be -
teeing off this Sunday at Horn-

by Towers Golf Club and we
hope ali of you have a terrilic

day. Remember the tecofl
ifime is 12 noon 1o 1:30. Joke

For the Best

T

Timpson held the Men's Golf
Doy draw last Tuesday and the
first number is yet unclaimed
and it is 854030. Pal Chamber.
loin was the 2nd winner with
85409 ond Harold Badham
was drd in line with BMIL6.
Last week Auxiliary Presid-
ent Haze] Dumper, LIly May-
banks and Jessie Hayes went
out te Millon Maner to wvisit
with Mrs. Elizabeth Kemshead
as it was a special eceasion, It
was 50 years ago that Mrs.
Kemshead faffectinately
known as Kempy) joined the
Ladies Auxiliary and. Hazel
was happy te present this dear
lady with her 50 year pin.
Nuring that time Kempy was
elected President in 1936 and
17, She held the affice of
Treasurer for aboul 20 years,
also keeping her hand in with
alher things such as kitchen
convenor and in general help-
ing the Auxiliary to grow o lt's
respected role in the commun-
ily with over 200 members.
Mways active unill the past
[ew years when her health
dictated the coxtent of her
activeness and she is st
Interested in all that goes on.
We all send along our very best
wishes and of course our fove
and congratulate you for your
past 50 years of dedicated
service in our Auxiliary,
While out in Milton Manor
the ladies haod o chance 1o visil
with Maggie and Jimmy Murp-
phy and feund them 1o be in
good health and Moggie s ns
busy os ever, We are hnrpy o
hear that. Te all our ill and
hospitalized we extend our

best wishes to you and hope aa

the days go by you will be
feeling much better.

In o few short weeks we will
be getting busy as fall will seon
sett)e in and that means daris,
cards gnd bowling will be
starting. Think it over and
decide if you would like 10 join
any or all of these leagues ani
when 1 find out more Informal-
iun regarding slarting dates
and times 1 will let you know,
There is activity al our branch
cach evening and our newer
members will find this is a
great way to meet your lellow
members and enjoy the many
geod times we have available,
Although there are no genetal
meeliags in the summer men-
ths our first meeting will be
Thursday Sept. 28th. This is a
specinl evening wilth it being

the Presidents Supper which

begins at 7 p.m. and meeting o
follow. A good daie to lr.ecp in
mind.

The Auxiliary Birthday sup-
per will be held Safucday Sept.
1G1h and our Auxiliary Secret-
ary hns sent a lelter lo our
Widows and tadies nver 70 with
an invitation to attend our
supper. Secretary Mid Brunskd
wauld like te hear from (hese
ladies ns to whether they will
be attending or not, by August
3151 please.

Will we see you this Friday
or Saturday, Aug. 11th and $2th
in our lounpe? Anlicipation
regarding first time Disco
Jockey Cliff The Music Man lo
our Lounge is very favournble,
A few bave heard him ond
maay are looking forward fo
his playing this weekend. Dig
down inlo your memory and
come up with a favorite you'd
like Cliff to play. He welcomes
your requesi.

.

Assurance

Go West

for all your Insurance needs

YOU GET SPECIALIZED SERVICE AT WEST IN.
SURANCE. WE HAVE THREE LICENSED AGENTS
WHO CAN LOOK AFTER ANY AND ALL OF YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS, TRY US!

Marj Allan
AUTOMOBILE

& HOME OWNERS

INSURANCE

Janet Manderson

LIFE &
MORTGAGE
INSURANCE

Rick West

COMMERCIAL
& INDUSTRIAL
INSURANCE

West Insurance Ltd.
8 Wesleyan Street, Georgetown

i

8771177

man's wedding in 1971,

Is definitely his avocation,

“I's been my lifelong ambi-
tion to be a fiveman,”” he said,
“The hightight of my life was
the doy 1 was taken on os o
volunteer. "

"I was always getling in
irotuble for chasing fire trucks
a9 a kit Mr. Cunningham
guid. "Onee when [ was home
sick from pubtlic school and the
fire siren went off at about
4:30. 1 hopped on my bicycle
and rode over-to the firchall to
find oul where Lhe fire was, Lhe
way [ always did. The lire was
al the papermill dam, o | rede
over there, and what should it
be but iy teacher’s car. 1 got
in trouble wilth my falber over
that enc.”

Mr. Cunninghom said he was
affectionately known as Lhe
maseol of the fire deparlinent,
und he joined as soon as there
was anopentng after he furned
21. In 1975, he was made senior
captain, and in December of
that year, enuneil, on the re-
cormmendation of the firefight-
ers’ associntion appoeinted him
deputy district chiel. In July of
177, he was made district
chield.

The district ehief works und-
¢r the direction of the chiel and
deputy chief, and fills their
responsibilitics when they are
away, Mr. Cunninghan is slsa
chairman of the firefighters’
association, nnd & past execu-
tive member of the Halion
Ceunly Iire P'revention Bur-
e, In addition, he's an active
member of the Ontarie Asso-
ciation of Fire Chicfs.

"My wile, Valerie (nee Kit-
chend, and T hind a real fire-
" Mr.
Cunningham said. “My wile
wias i member of the George-
twn Gicls" Pipe Band, and the
areh was formed by members
of the band witlh crossed
swnrds, We had a eniformed
hunor guard of firefighters and
policemen, and we were pick-
c¢d up at the churcch and driven
around inwn in a 1942 Ford fire
enginer. IL was a real surprise
and a real treat,”

Georgetown’s valunteer {ire.
fighters have weekly training
sessions, and may be called in
for weekend practices if any
special problems or new inno-
vations come along. Mr. Cun-
ningham hus taken three 40-
hour courses in basic fire
prevention and firefighting
techniques, basie lre preven-

nan practices, and ficelighting

methusls, all run througl re-
gional schools of the Ontaria
Fire College.

When compared to ether
volunieer fire departments,
the Georgelown volunteers
Bave an excellent record for
ithe number of men who re-
spond to a call, particularly in

the daytime, Mr. Cunningham
<aid. On the average, 20 to 25
nien respond Lo cach call.

“! think the reason we gel
such n pood response |s be-
cause af the dedication and
haord work ond cfiort of the
volunicers,” Mr. Cunningham
said. “It's a collective effort,
not an individual one, to fultill
our commen purpose, which is
o peovide fire protection ta the
residents and businesses in our
area.”

“I think as long as the
volunteer fire departmen! can
function cffectively, they
should be given as much sup-
port and encouragement as
possible,” he added.

Mr. Cunningham alse had
nothing bul good things 1o say
about the supperl Fire Chiel
Mick Holmes has given the
volunteers, and also the sup-
pert the volunteers have re-
ceived from the municipal
councils.

“We're fortunite in having
Chief Holmes, who supporis
the voluateer force," he said,
“We've also been very foriun-
ate in baving the full support of
the municipal couneils. We
always have inpul ip major
issues, and it makes the volun.
leers feel rewarded, We're
also provided with the best
equipment.,”

The best part of firefighting
is getting recognition from the
public for the efforts of the
volunteers, Mr. Conninghom
said.,

“Fire service I3 a necessary
expense, rather thon a Jux-
ury,” he said, "When the
public recognizes your efforts,
it's o pood feeling. "

Mr. Cunninghiaim recognizes
that he has chosen two particu-
larly dangerous jobs.

“"People have ssked me how
I handle belonging to 1wo of the
mosl dangerous professions —
1 just don’t think aboul it,
Iwcause worrylng would cause
proliems,” he said, When ask-
ed abaout his wife's reaction to
the potential dangers, he re
sponded, “'She's lived with it
for so many years. She mar
ried into jt, I'm sure Iit's a
eoncern of hers™. .

In spite of the dangers of
bollh jobs, Mr. Cunninghaom
has no! suffered many injuries
un the job, He's had a aprained
ankle, a pulled shoulder mus.
cle and suffercd burns to his
face. His closest brush with
serious injury, he said, was al
a “house f{ire in Ballinafod,
when he fell through the floor
of ihe house into the basement,
landing on his back, Forlun-
alely, the basement was full of
water, which cushioned Lthe
force of the fall.

Beeause of the nature of his
joly a8 a policeman, Mr. Cun-
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ninghﬂm is not able to drop his
work and run when the fire
siren anhounces o fire.

"It has created some prob-
lems with men dropping ev-
erything to fight fires,” he
said. “But we're fortunate to
have many employers who
allow thelr employees to leave
work to fight fires, and pay
them their full pay.” *

“When I go to convenlions of
the Ontario Assoclatlon of Fire
Cliiels, and we sit around and
talk aboul preblems. we've
had, or advanlage we have,
some don’t believe us. They
want to come see [or them-
selves that our depariment
works so well,”” Mr. Cunning-
ham said,

He said even after 10 years
with the volynteer {ire depart-
ment, "“whenever the alarm
goes off, the adrenalin starts
pumping just the same as i did
10 years ago. No two fires are
ever the same, and you don't
knuw what you've got until you
get there,”

One of the preblems which
Minor injuries

A four-vear-old Acton girl
suffered enly minor injuries
when her tricyele was struck
by & motorhome Wednesday
on Kingham Hoad.

Charles King, 54,
Kingham Read, had backed
his motor home Into his
parking space and began to
pull forward to straighten out
the wechicle when Shelley
Myers, 4, of 211 Kingham
Hoad, pulled across in front of

ihe motor home, on her
tricycle,

Dream ot mg poh, firefighter fulfilled

of 177 .

aifects not only Mr. Cunning-
ham, but the other volunteers
is wnrking all «day, and then
bBeingt out most of the piglt on a
fire call.

“IU's roupgh working a day
shilt, and then being out all
night, bul fortungately it doen't
happen very often,” Mr. Cun-
ningham said. **You have to be
conscieus of not allowing one
job to affect the other."

"I'm very proud of the vol-
unteer fire department,' Mr.
Cunningham said. “I'm plad
it"s Jasied this fong, and 1 can

csee it continuing for a lung
1ime’”,

“Both my jobs have laen
exciling and rewarding — it
sounds corny and cliched, but
it's true™, he said,

Recent visitors

Mrs. Verna Whitney, of Nor-
ton Crescen!, hod o week-long
visil from her sister Mrs. Vera
Roat (Rogers) of S0 Peters-
burg, Florida, recently.

Dine at
HARROP
OF
MILTON

878-8161

145 Steses Avenue
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