By SUELENN

When ! started high school In
Acton In 1974, learmning was
completely a classroom ex-
pecrience. Students attended
classea took notes given by the
teacher, and occaslonally went
on & field trip. There wos very
1ittle thinking done by students
‘during the 6'5 hours they spent
at mhml what was done was
memur!tlng what teachers
said.

We memorized the capilals
of Europe, mathematical for-

mulas, and wrote Doak
reviews. It was not until 1976
that Ciare Henderson In-
troduced a new style of lear-
ning, which actually involved
thinking, to the Grade 12 and 13
students of Acton high school
and not until this past Sep-
tember that I hod the ex
perience of Walkabout,

The idea of the Watknbout is
adapted from the Australian
Abortgines’ rite of pasapge
[rom child 1o adult. A young

hqy I8 sent olone into the
wilderness, and must either

survive and refurn an adult or

die. The youth has only himself

to depend on for survival and.
must draw upon his inner and.
confront.

spiritual resources,
his fears and tearn to un-
derstand himsell as well ns the
sociely ‘af which he is a part.
Maurice Gibbons,
n professor of educallon at
Simon Fraser Unjversity and
author of severnl books
dealing with education has puf

Attendance, revenues

double, CVCA hears

Seml-annual figures
presented to the Credit Valley
Conservation Authority
Thursday show nearly twice as
many people attending con-
servalion areas compared lo
the same period in 1977,

And the membership of the
CYCA was alao happy to hear
that losses on operations have

been cul and revenues have
Inereased fcarly 100 per cent
to $47.134.73 from $22,872.50
recorued for the same pcnﬂd
last year.

Hui while the figures are
welcomed, they also reflect the
winter program held this year
at Terra Cotta conservation

Area, figures which were not

Restoration studied
for area lime kilns

Credit Valicy Conservation
Authority (CVCA} will in-
vestigate the pessibility of
restoration of the lime kilns at
the Limehouse Conservation
Aren,

The recommendation by the
Credit Valley Conservation
Authorlty Foundation, an
advisory board (o the
authority, was approved at the
137th me=ting of the authority
held Thursaay in steadowvale.

CVCA stafi is expected to
contact Esquesing Histerical
Society for infermotlon on the
historical significance of the
lime kllns while an Experience
‘78 employee, working with the

authority for the summer, is to
survey surrounding con-
servotion authorities and
report on restoration of similar
4tructurcs.

Authority chairman A.G.
Clarkson said the CVCA wil
have to censider restoration
carelully since several other
projeets ave under way by
conservation authorities and
other agencies in the southern
Unlario area.

He hinted that should ihe
Limecheuse kilns provide a
uniquencss not shown in other
projects the CVCA should
consider the restoration,

calculated in the 197 com-
parisomn.

Frank Leavers, chairman of
the CVCA  parks
recrealion committee
remarked that losses on
operations at Terra Cotta, the
largest CVCA area, bave been
cut by about $7.500 and “‘we
are geiting close to breaking
even.”

Attendance al CVCA areas
increased to 51,721 from 26,949
last year based on four persons
per vechicle and 60 persons per
bus admitted.

Terra Cotta recelved 38,94
al the visitors duriog the first
six months of 1978 up from
17,976 in 1977, But, according to
autherity chairman Grant
Clarkson the swimming pool at
the conservation orea is “still
not making money™,

He noted that n‘.ml:-,r $1,446.50
hod been received from its
operation.

While Terra Cotta earned
nearly $40,000 in revenue the
cost of operations at the area
reached $53,021 more than
$15,000 more than last year.

fevenue from  CVCA
operatlons is raised through

four areas: Belfountain,
Meadowvale, Monora and
Terra Colla.

Assistant approved

Approeval has been given for
the hiring of a part-time assis-
tant to teach at Credit Valley
Conscrvation Autherity educa-
tion centres.

The move would climinate
the :ﬂmﬁlem booking of cduca-
tion of
early in the season as was the
case this year.

CVCA membership Thurs-
day nﬂamued $7,000 lo test the
expan edpragram {our doys a
week, 10 months of the year.

The prEf;:nt C;.H‘:ﬂ cducation

am i3 run in co-operatlon
mgr boards of Edugﬁﬂﬂn
throughout the watershed a-

cer George Roberts

rea as an extension of the
ministry of education currleu-
lumi in scheals.

The funds allocated to Eh'E
program would purchase ma
nifying glasses, rainwear, ru
ber bools, snowshoes ang mis-
cellancous materials, and pay
{or the assistant.

"We have a geood education
E‘I;l::grnm and George (Ro-

ris, the education eofficer) is
doing an excellent job and in
my opinlon he's deing far more
than he nreds to dn," Halton
Hills CVCA member Gail Malt-
by said. e needs an assis-
tant.”™

for nature program

Mr. Roberts said the assis-
tant would help to add 1o the
currlcutum thut is provided
students through the schoels.
More than 4,000 studenis have
passed thmugh the CVCA edu

cation ¢entre as the pregram
gol off the ground,

Instead  of the maximum
r:;lpm:i:!y of one class per day
handled by Mr. Hoberts, the
use of an nssistanl could dou-
ble the class capacity, provide
economy of school bus use and
evenlually work intoe a full
capacity use by schoel boards.

Educatien classes are con-
ducted at Terrn Cotla and
Orangeville,

Ravine project set,
method undetermined

Negollations are expected to
take place between the Credit
Valley Conservation Authority
and Halton Hills on the meth-
ods and cests of ercsion control
along the Metcalle Ravine in
Georgetown.

A {ull autherity meeling
Thursday nccepted a report
showing cos! of erosion control

on the ravine os between
$194,300 ond $456,100.

Halton Hills Coun. Les Duby,,
s member of the authority,
was given assurances that the
Initial start on the project

‘would be maintnined within

the approximately $55,000

.available for funding through

the municipality for 1978 with

Stop log controls
eyed for area dam

The latest in a series of
reporis on alleviation of ice
jamming and Aending at Glen

Williams recommends the in-

stallationof a conlrol struclure
at the Paper Mill Dam.

The recommendation adopl-
ed by the Credit Valley Conser-
vation Authorily Thursday for
further sludy was made by the
consultlng firm of Crysler and

Lathem.

The contral structure, also to
include a fishway for migra-
tion of sabmon and irout &long
the Credit Hiver, would con-
tain sicp logs [or conirel of the
waler level.

Crysler and Lathem reEﬂrt
says ihe aiternative, which
would ecliminate a previous
recommendation for removal
of the dam, is “'feasible to
mitigate the ice jJamming in
Glen Williams by channeliza-
tlon, dredging and installing a

r:ﬂntm!s!ruclurﬂ at the Paper

"Mill Dam.”

CVCA chairman Grant
Ciarksen said the proposal
would require the appraval of
the Ontarie ministry of natural
Festurees.

He also recommended thal
the CVCA consider discussions
with Halton Region for preli-
minary design work, Negolia-
flons would also have to take
place with the owner of the
pru rty abulting the dam,

Meanwhile the ministry of
nntuml resources is investiga-
ting installation of a fishiway al
the Reid and McCarthy Dams
al Streetsville to allow salmon
and tredl lo move upstream.

CVCA has also approved a
slaff recommendalion that o
s0ils test be conducted at the
Norval (Jullan Reed) Dam to
determine whether fish can
migrate over or umder the

slructure.

Lawn watering important

Watcring Is an important -
ri of summer Jawn care,

aceording te horlleuitural ex-
perts in the lawn and garden

- gection of Canadian Indust-

ries Limited,

Lawns (end o brown out
and go dormant in dry, hot,
mid-summer wealher, and
require both food and water
if they are {o be healthy and
green. :

According to the CIL exp-
eris lawns should be watered
thoroughly just once a week.
Never give it n dally sprink-
la. 1f enly the surface is
welted then the grass reots
will develop close to the
surfoce and a fow days of
dry, hot weather will do more

damage than if the roots are
deep in the soil.

To determine how much
waler you are pulting on the
lawn, place a large, emply
can on the area being water-
ed. When it has collected two
inches of water you've appl-
ied eaough. You can then
move the sprinkler to nnoth-
er part of Iht: lawn and
repeat,

If puddles form, you are
walering oo fost. Reduce the
waler flow, and acrate the
lown with a fork so puddles
drain awny.

For additional irfurmatlon
pn care of your lawn and
garden, pick up a {ree copy of
the CIL Lawn and Garden
Gruide at your CIL denler.
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the balance being budgeted In
fulure years,

Joan Rollings, information
officer for the authority, said
the conservatlon autharity will
be discussing whethey the town
is prepared to use corrugaled
steel, concrete consiruction or
gabion walls for the project,
The project i3 expecled o
begin this year,

The ravine has been the
subject of conlinuing comp-
Jaint by Metealfe Court resid-
ents who have seen their back-
vards slowly slip away,

Approvod of the pmtiect must
alsa be received {rom the
Ontarlo ministry of natural
respurces,

Insulator

blamed for
blackout

A pule-lep (ire on the Bh
Line soulh of the Glen Wil-
linms distributing station was
rl‘:SpﬂT'IElhIE for Friday ofter-.
noon's iwa-hour power block-
oul.

Peler Greenway, maonoger
of the On'ario Hydro office in

Hramplon, said the csuse of -

the fire was probably con-
taminated insulnfors,

"Dirt piled up on tap of them
for a long, long time, without
any waler to wash them off,"
Mr. Greeaway said. The fire
caused o 44.000-Ry line to drop
on ta o 4,800-kv line lower on
the pole, causing the cireitils to
short oul.

The arca affected hy the
black-vut  included parts of
Georgelown, Glen Wilhams,
Ballinutad and Erin. Power
was oul far twe hours and four
pHnutes 1 oswne areas, and
two hours and eleven minutes
in other areas. Aboutl 1,000 to
[, 100 cuzlomners were ailfecled,

Mr. Greenway said that in
spite of drought conditons,
Ontario Hydro is not expecting
a rosh of such fires. In this

“case, he said, there was a tung

dry period, then rain, then the
fire, He also said 1that road
conditiuns were exceptionally
dirty in that nrea of the fire,
because of rosd reconstruction’
going on in the area,

“*We do our best 1o wash the
insalators dowa, bt There are
o lot of lines,”" Mr., Greenway
s,

and -

 Monarch Cake Mixes |

forth the ijdea of the
Walkobout. In nn article ne
states, *'the young Norlh

‘American Is faced with writlen

examinations that test skills
very far removed from the
actunl experience he will have
in real life. . .i(he) looks for
ward te (iests on the survival
technique of Aborigines or the
history of their weaponry) as
subjects nnd tests sucked dry
of the richness of expericnce,
in the end having liitle to do
directly with anything critical
or cven Algnificant that he
anticipales being involved in
as an adull - except the pursult
of more formal education."
Gibbens continues by saying
that students in moest schoals
are deprived of any training in
decision making and anly
rarcly make decislons of any
importance, They are nol
taught to Implement their
idcas nnd later reassess these
(deas, the cycle primary to o
paitern of continuing growth.
1 agree with Gibbons, ns
daes Henderson, who decided
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ta act on the Walkabeut 1Gea
when his dnughter. in Grade
S al the time, was given a

Grade f reader as un enrich-

ment progréem. Henderson
couldn’t see Lhis as Lrue
enrichment and didn't wan!
this paltern to continue at
Acton high school, %0 Im-
plemented his own version of
the Walkabout, based on
Aaurice Gibbens' (deas.

Through the Walknbout,
which counts for 20 per cent of
i sludent’s final English murk,
and must be at least 15 hours
iong, he hoped to give students
o greater owarcness of
themselves, s well os those
around them, which they don't
usually get in a classroom
situation. The basic test of the
Walkabaut is in a sludent
deciding what to do and then
dotng it on his own.

In order to experience the
Walkabout, p siudent chaosed
what he feels is most in-
teresiing and valuable for him
te learn from one of the flve
challenge area: adventure and

w41

*1.99
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field expenience; crealive and
aesthetic experience: com-
munily service expericnce;
practical skills experience; or
logical inquiry and resenrch
experience.

Students musl think of their
own challenge, as Henderson
refuses to suggest fdeas to
them. For my own Walkabout
in my {inal semester at Acton
high I chese to wrile sports
articles for The MHerald. As
Jjournalism was the career |
plunned to pursue, 1 feit this
would be a good experience in
deciding whether newspaper
wriling was what [ really
wanied.

My Walkabout [it into the
Practical Skills Experience
area, and through it I have
goined much experience in my
[uture career. ! covered all the
apceific oblectives demanded
by the Walkabout: inercased
knowledge: new skills; ex-
perimental; self-chosen;
challenging; development of
selfconlidence; and deyclop-
ment of soclal skills, Through

my nsuncmunn with The
Herald | have a bhasic
knowledge of newspapers lo
tuke with me o college.

- Hendecrson anticipated three
very significant results in
designing the Walkabout
enrichment program. These
involve a student learning to
become  competent,  In-
dependent and decisive.

Learnlng competence In-
volves the abilily to ac-
complish sumnthlng which Is
both intcresting and useful to
the individunl, and which the
student can be proud of.

The student becames
emotionally prepared to teach
himsell new and dliferent
tosks and leach these new
tasks to himsclf, In this way
the learning process can
continee  after formal
educaillon bhas ended, and in
so0me cascs become more
satisfying and enriching.

The second goal is individual
independence, A student n-
vents his own prolect, corries
it out, evaluates it himself, and
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Learning is an experience in Acton Walkabout

thus gainz from the ex-
perience, The independence of
the cutire project helps
students to become seif.
rmuelivated, instead of always
depending on olhers lo decide

"~ what they should do.

Being successful in these
Walkabout projects en-
courages Che student (o al-
tempt more self-inltiated
projects,

The third aim of the
Walkabout is to teach studenls
to become decislve, They are
able to see many possibilltles
hut choose only the one which
they feel will be the most

beneficial. This abitlty to be’

declsive s one of the basic
traits of & happy and snﬂsi[iad

person.
Henderson  feels  the
Walkohout *“'changes you
positively; adding to your

skitls and your understanding
of sell and others. It. .
.enhances your cmotional
yrowth so that you become o
strong, mature, resourceful
adult, plways learning, always
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growing, enjoying fully the
richness of Jife,"

Although there will always
k¥ those zombies who reluse to
become  self-motivated, who
just drift . through life
aimlessly, the Walkabout
program helps those others to
learn the ealisfaction of self-
accomnplishment early cnough
in life thet they may change
their patterns and realize thelr
full potential.

This type of enrichment
prograom go¢s & long woy
beyond the confines of

iraditional educetion, and
more of these programs should
be encouraged, not only as
enrichment but also as the
basic core of subject courses.

Instead of an exception,
Walkabout-like courses should
be the core of the school
system, | learned more

valuable [nfermation {from the
two Walkabouls I experienced
that I had in maosi of my years
of formal schocling. And that's
certainly not very encouraging
for the present system.
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