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BOOK REVIEW

Complex
genius

By NORMAN DEPOE

Take a complex genius of
pur Canadinn time; take a
complex and triple-barrelled
subject like music as perfor-
mance, as sensation, and as
cancept; 1ake a complex auct-
prial mind that could belong
enly (0 2 musicologist who has
read widely and deeply in
acsihelic philosophy - and
you're going to get o complex

Which is what we have in
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how the greal composers and
performers approached and
viewed their roles in life, as
revealed by their weitings and
off-hand statements lo inter-
VIWers.

Al the lowest level, Payzant
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backwards or forward ns he
-. felt the music demanding him
. lo. He erooned to the kevboard
if he had a right-hand figure 10
play alane, he would conduct it
- with his lrec left hand,

On the concert platform,
fthese mannerisms siruck
some ¢rilics as signs of essent-
il madness, and lhey said s0
in scornful lterms.

Payzant asks: MHow ¢an a
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concert-hall tradilion of the
virtuoso performer - Franz
Liszt, for example, or same of
the flashier {ailures of our own
lime.

Gould despises mere virtuo-
sily, as ne despises the skills of
a bull-fighter or a gymoasi.
His music is as much in the
mind and in the soul as in what
he produces from a keyhoard.

o HEARING A VOICE

For example, when he cond-
ucls - himsell playing right-
hand alone, and hums at the
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CBC slaifer, has worked with

Glenn Gould In radlo.
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