LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Insight into station's responsibilities

To the editor of The Herald;

Regarding CN's plans to
close the Georgetown Station
and your article of June 14th.

Early June 7th, s customer
held up a copy of your paper
showing that CN plans to close
their Georgetown Station, and
asked me I it was true. That
was the first I had heard of it,
so | was 05 surprised a3
anyone. Later, T had a call
from a young lady in your
offlce. She identified herself,
and asked me lo give her any

information 1 could. Naturally
I could not. She nsked if 1 was
the Stalion Manager, and 1
exploined that there was no
ane there with that title, and
suggested she call our Public
itelations Office in Torenlo, as
is the custem in such cases,
She snid she had already been
talking to Public Relations and
was woiting for a return call.

1 congralulate you for the
way you dug into the story, and
musl,  wf ROW, Aassume
that (he reporiing was correct.

next 1 read your June, 14th

Jissue, and was flabbergasted.

Some items attributed to the
spokesman  showed tack of
class, and indicated that my
job was a nothing one. 1 then
decided to cleur those ey
up. as the public are very
confused Then 1 decided lo
wiil g week to see I lhere
would be s retraction or
change. MNothing.

113 The arlicie says there
was for many years a funclion

{1 hate the word) called the
Station Agent. They were put
iere in curly days because of
lack of communicalion bel-
woen stations. We had bitter
communicatlion with blorse
t'ode and Switchbonrd
Operators than we have today.
we could ask the employee
first hand in onother town,
when we could expect
carload to arrive: and he or
she in turn, could use their
common sense and reply
immediately. Morse was like a

Comment not fact: Reader

To the editor of The Herald:

For the past two weeks in
The Herald, Mias Sue Lehn haa
expressed her opinion of both
the Physical Educatlon
Department at Acton High
School apd the staff who work
in that department. 1 was
upset with the inference and
the inaccuracy in the [irst
acticle, but decided to remnin
silent allowing it Lo pass as just
an opinion. However, when 0
second article appeared which
was even more inaccurate and
approached libel in its attack
gh the character of a school
and the people in it, I could not
allow it lo pass withoul
ceminent,

| will begin by questioning
the wisdom of The Herald's
editer for allowing any article

which questions the character
nnd integrity of an individual
or institution, without {irst
vollecting al! of the [acls, lo be
written by a staff member and
theny published. Misy Lehn at
no lime approached me, as
head of the Physical Education
Department, to determine the
Department, school or Hoard
of Education philusophy with
regard o athletics in the
secondary schools. As a result,
hoth The Herald and Miss
Lehn have coused  the
reputation of hard working,
well intentioned people to be
called into question. 1 is un-
fortunate but true, that many

ple who read articles en
titled ‘Opinion’ accepl the
content as fact and truth. Miss
Lehn's articles were not
factual and were in large part

Reader turned off
by dance display
at library meeting

To the editer of The Herald:

Al 1he high school Thursday
night, I attended the public
meeting of the Hallon Hills
Library Board - - a mecting
held to collect input on building
a new library or renovating
and enlarging the old one.

As onc of the people for the
new library, [ naively expeci-
ed to hear o serious discussion
from my felluw taxpayers on
the stated both pro and con,
Within minutes, this illusion
was shatlered. Unable or un-
willing to stick to the announc-
¢d agenda, the [irst presenta-
tion to the Board attacked the
library services and the pers-
analities associnted with it:
the Board members, the libra-
rian and the library staff.

Next, the evening's perfor-

Costumes
needed

Ly group

Ta the editor of The Herpld:

The Costume Socitty of Ont-
arie is presently conducting
research on ‘Men’s Occupa-
tional or Work Clothing wern
in Ontario during the 19h
cenlury’. We would appreciate
very much your bringing this
matter to the atlention of your
readers, os we [eel they are
perhaps our most valuable
source of information.

This lopic deserves specinl
attention NOW, as little re-
search has been done in the
past, and information is disap-
pearing every day. The main
objective of the Costume Soc-
jety is to gather and organize
Information from acress Unt.
ario, and make it availtable for
educational and gencral nler-
csl purposes.

To your readers we ask:

CAN YOU HELP?

Do you know af any sources
of information such as: actual
garments, photographs, mem-
ories ond reminiscences,
books, lncal histories, bills of
sale, etchings, sketches, paint-
ings, engravings, ledgers,
elc.? .

If you have any information
that may help us with our
study, please conlact:

Sue Scherbarth,
c-¢ Guelph Civic Museum,
6 Gordon Street,
GUELPH, Ontario N1H 1G7
Sincerely yours,
Sue Scherbarth.
Research Technician.

Graduate

F‘ntrein Suspn  Syme,

mance lhreatened to take on a
Circus Maximus air when n
troupe of dancers [rom
Teronlo (Torontn Star, June
233 attempled to make a pre-
seritation about library ser-
vices sel 1o music,

After suggesting -~ o no
avail -- the dancers wail until
ihe other subnussions hoad

based upon her personal
feelings. U she is Lo cantinue os

a reporler, she should learn

very nuickly the line  line
hetween persunal opinion and
defamation of character. 1 do

not question the right of

anyone to express his or her

opinion, but opinion  based

upan mcomplete facts can be

harmful and is therefore

inexcusable.

if ‘The Herald or Miss Lehn
would be interesting in learn:

been  presenied, the Board . -

chairman adjourned the meet-

ing to another room. Away -

from the distraction the danc-
ers pravided, it wasn long
before audience irrclevancy
again rearcd its head in the
form of a harangue against
the Hoard. Hather curiously,
this one even touched on the
American Hevolution and the
Civil War. . .

At the meeting's conclusion,
| was siruck by one overwhel

ming reacbhon, Surely ne one

tistening 1o the harassmenl
and characler assassinatien
heaped upon the Board and
library staff could remain neu-
tral' What a pily the night's
events weren'l lelevised hke
Parliamenl - there wouldn't
be o fence-sitter left in town!

Ohviously those ol us in
favor of a new lihriry aren't as
vocal or organized as lhe ones
who are for renuvation. Bul
make np mistake about it - we
DO exist. Not only that bul
tgasp'1 we LIKE the library
stoff.

Another public meeting like
Jasl Thursday's night might
just be the ideal way te discov-
er how many of us there are.

Yours truly,
Caraol Lowe,

Kiwanis
thanks
for charter

coverage

The Georgetown Herald

103 Main Street, Suuth
Georgetown, Ontaro

To the editor and the staff of
The Herald:

Infarmative and responsible
communily reporting is the
key Lo an effeclive newspaper.

We of the Kiwanis Club of
Georgetown would like to

lhank you for your generous.

coverage of our charter nite
held June 12, Y978 al the Norih
Halton Golf and Country Club.
This kind of suppor! will surely
help build a solid core of
communily interested memb-
ers.

We Jook forward 1o your
continded  pssistance as W
hegin providing service orien:
ted pragrams in Georgetown.

Sincerely
KIWaNIS CLUB
OF GEOHGETOWN
Fina H. Poulsirup
Secretary

RYDER'S TV

tALES & SERVICE
En.‘il‘:r‘i:ﬁ

@ TOSHIBA

ing more about the philosophy
which guides our spproach to
athletics at Acton High School,
I would he most willing to
make a presentation. 1 know
the lacls will show us not to be
the incompetent, nsensitive
and chauvinistic personalitics

. of which we have becvn ac-

cused,
Yours truly.
Bruce H. Andrews
Head of Physical Education

Acton High School

40th ANNIVERSARY

About 100 people altended an open house Saturday
for. Boh and Irene MeMaster on Lhe occasion of their 40th
wedding anniversary. Mr. amd Mrs. MeMaster, the former
frene Bennett were married June 25, 1938 at the Glen
Wwilliams United Church, Mr McMaster offered a special
thanks to the couple’s many friends and to Donna and Lyle
Armstrong for organizing the celebration.

lovely longuage and was
comparable in efficiency with
tndtavs Telex  Sure wemarde

wailing room, two phones that
ring hehind a Incked doar aned
the trpin cadio. One person o

rmastukes, bul ombhing 1o M answer.

claborate as  people armed
with computers losing o
carload of 1loyal Mail for a
year.

v} am onol in the categary
of Station Operalor. 1 am
classified a3 Agent-Operator.
The public call me the Sation
Aagent, and others who they
have called Siation Agent,
have lived here ond some have
dicd here, in recent years.
{Inty one person is on duty ol &
time. | work the day shift, The
other two shifts are covered by
Operators. In addition to an
Uperator’s work, 1 do period
reports, holances, banking,
requisitions and 5o on.

An Operalor’'s mast im-
portant task is handling wril-
ten irain orders [or the trains.
This requires complele atten-
Lion, as many of the orders are
those setting up the meeting of
Irains at varigus points on the
single  lrack route between
heee and London. That's likely
why the Spokesman said we
should not be selling tickels.

Though | have worked many
places in Ontarie, i happens
that one of the first Operators |
watehed using bis erafl, was n
part of what is now Halton
Hills. He too had war service.
He had been a wireless
aperutor in the Navy, He broke
out in a rash handiing train
orders, and 1 asked him 1o
explnin that. He said the ships
receiving o message, werc
usually beyond the horizon, but
here be knew the crew, and
when he handed them orders,
and the big steam engines
started down the hill he sure
hoped there were no £rrors

! can't verily the following,
bhut it's undersiomd that a
survey was laken of the life
expectancy of Trawn Thspad
chers ta grougp, and the Ar
Tralfic Cantrollers at
Chicago's husy (VHare ur
port. 11 seems both groups
were below that of most vither
workers. Well, we work with
four Tram  Dispatchers, on
therr phones, have twn el
phones, a  payphone o the

Very many of wur phone
calls cancern GO Transit, and
we can only refer them to the
{243 Transil aumber b ves
things do quieien down, and
thieas ten Walugs huppen at onee.

(3 Your article says there
are 1ol-free numbers which
the passengers can call for
informatien schedules and
[ees. Where? There are nong
bisted, unless it's since this
sityation started. Pee tried to
find onc for years. Thepe 13 a
fong distance number listed in
the ‘Toromlo direclory. We
wiiste about & hall hour o day
trying 1o get through ta it. Try
it in prigme lime. You may w
lucky and get o recording
two lanpguages to Ll o the
L.

We perform another service
in cenncction with Telecom-
munications, but we do not
send normal felegrams.

I won't comment un shelters,
F.Xpross, Freighl, or whuo
should sell tickets  Now, o
case someones gels the wrong
idea. | work for a goo] com
pany which has great abality
and potentiad Cheis capable of
many huge tasks, 201 just the
Cx Tower. 1L is only their mwsl
noliceable one. Our  Unlan
serns quite Jaw-abiding, Allin
ad), 1 have ao comnplainls other
than the three meniioned
above. Sure, 1 am concerned
sibiout what's going te happen
to the beautiful siatien, though
thiere 15 probatly a reason for
the decision Tn remove il Also,
since railways are considered
the backbone of a nation. I'm
coneerned whal's happening 1o
vur beantful couniry.

The othier fine Georgelown
paper, thinks a Joint effort by
evervane  wauld save  the
situalion.  An  bupoeurable
thoughl. but don’t hold yeur
hreath  As The suving Bods -
any elfert o save it would get
the same results a5 re-
arramting the deck chairs on
the Tuanic.

Thanks lor the space,
Jim Hurns

thraughout Onlario. Far complete purchase detaits and
up ta date bists for one ycar (B msues), send $12.00

payable ta:

TAX SALE PROPERTIES
Cepl. JGHW.
P.0O. Bax 5380, 51n. F.
Ottawa, Ont. K1C 3410

i e [ S sy

LAND BARGAINS

we provide lists of propertics which have been sclzed
by municpal authorities and wilt be sold because ot nen-
payment of taxes. Prices are always much bealow
market value and include ail types of properties

A basic guide to the Who, What, Where, When
and Why of Shopping Canadian.

Why should you Shop Canadiani
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ORIGINAL
PRICES

age s

daughter of Mr. and -Mrs. A.
Syme, of 167 Haylawn Cres.
gradunted Jfrom = Wilirid
Laurier Universily with an
Honers Bachelor of Businesd
Administration ol ihe bay
2ard Convocation. A graduate
*of Holy Cross and Georgelown
high school, Pat has Joined the
markeling division of 1.B.M.
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