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Setting on Esquesing farmland - the family Young

The Young family moved Lo
their farm on the west half of
Lat 29, Concession 4 in the
carly spring of 1919. They
came on the train from the
village of Utlerson, 12 miles
from Bracebridge.

They loaded four horses and
20 head of catlle into a boxcar
and the two oldest boys, Alec
ind Hoy, rode down in the cgr
wlth the slock. They also had
2 sheep and some calves
baxed up in one end of the cur.

It was 50 cold that night that
the water for the stock froze in
the barrel during the trip. 1t
was also cxlremely bumpy
because the (rost had heaved

men piclured are Jack Sinclair and his lwo sons Fred and Bert, Ilert Keatner with the pi
Willlnm Elitchcock driving the horses. This

the tracks during the begin-

ning of the spring breakup.
Austin Young, 76, retired

from his farm north of High-

wiay 7 in 1963 and moved into

Acton. The trip [rom Utterson
wits more comfortable for the
rest of the family than it was
for his older brothers. Mr.
Young says how his parents,
his lwo sisters and his younger
brother didn't catch the
passenger train until nearly
midnight. The station agent
brought them up 1o his home

for the evening meal and then

packed them o Junch to take on
the train. They arrived in
Acton just before neon and his

brothers nad just arrived
shortly belore with thetr stock.

When they arrived at the
farm on the Fourth Line the
sheep headed for the bush and
stayed there right through the
tambing scason. They fed
them rolled oats, he recalls,
and they survived very well
Ewven the Jambs all survived. A
neighbour who let his sheep
run loose in a shed off the barn
wasn't so Jucky.

*They'd gct hot in the stoble
and then they'd get out in the
shed v a draught,” he says.
“He lost guite o few with
pneumonia  that spring. We
expected trouble but | guess
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: On the Oakvﬂ]e road
lobert Armstrong took this photlo of Lthe Sinclaly family going to thresh on the Lindsay farm
wilh a steam engine, separator and horses hauling the waler tank to supply the steam engine, The

our sheep were better off
keeping ¢ool all the time,'"
While they may have sur-
vived the lambing seasan very
nicely the sheep gave the
Youngs problems ol another
sorl tater in the yenr. They

- managed toslip through o gote

and the gate post and win
deced down the Fourlh Line
and along the Aclon crossroad
tHighway 7) into lowa.

The entire Mock was seen
wanderning aleng Aclon's main
street ot 9 a.m. Friday mor-
ning and disappearing up over
lhe roilway tracks north of
town. It was the {ollowing
Thursday before Mr.

pe and

plclure Indlcales how the Seventh llne above the

Pracock school in the egrly 19085, And this was the really good road used by all und -iundr:r for
transporting goods to Oakville! Photo courteay of Ella Harding.

No farm complete without horses,
and not always just for working

Mo farm would have been
complete without its horses in
lhe carly part of the century
angd the interest was not
always confined to the heavy
drivught horses we normally
asgociate with farm work.

Nipian  landsay used
Clydesdales an the farm he
owned at lhe corner of the
Fourth Lineand Highway 7 but
his real pride was  his
hackneys.

Mr. Lindsay, 78, who now
resides in Aclon Seniors’
Hestdence, used to show his
hackneys at fairs from London
to Toronto. He used to take his
horses to the Canadian
National Exhibition and the
Royal Agricultural Winter
Fair in Tarente on the radial
trains, but later he sent them
down by track.

He says he would take live
or slx horses to the Ex and
some of them would be shown
in three er four classes, He
would be gone for two wecks alt
a lime because in those days
exhibitors couldn't bring their
stock home after the show.
They had te wait untll the
entire show was over. They
llved in stalls next to thejr
animals and got their meals
where they could, Mr. Lindsay
says. Competitlors returned
year after year and many of
them became (riends over the
years.

Mr. Lindsay had o way with
horses and a lot of luck at
picking Rood ones, his sister
Jean says. He sold some of his
prize hackneys to the United
States. e even sold the
Teronto Police Department
the only chesnut on the force.
One day Miss Lindsay saw him
on the street and went over lo
inquire of the officer where he
had come i{rom because he
resembled the ane her brother
had owned,

The officer told her he

belonged o the inspector and

waps special becatise he was Lhe
only cheanut the force owned.

Mr. Lindsay's father,
Flockharl, was an uncle of
Esquesing’s well known clerk
K.C. Lindsay. He brought his
bride to the farm near Acton in
1692, and they built the present
14-room house compléte with a
tower In 911

Mr. Lindsay's father drew
the plans for the house and it
took gver a year Lo complete IL.
The attic |s large enough for
another four or five rooms Mr,
‘Lindsay says, but it was never
finished.

Mr. parenis

Lindsoy’s

pranted sll the trees which

form the windbreak areund the
house and down the lane. The
land was completely cleared
when it was bought from the
Brown family and there wasn't
even a woodlot,

Mrs. Lindsay toved flowers
antd prew preat guantities of
gladiolt around the house and
down the lane,
says she somebmes supplied
flowers for weddings in Knox
Preshyterinn Church in Acton.

Lindsays originally kept
Jersey cattle and shipped
cream {o Acton. Before World
War Two they chanpged 1o

fro—rr .

Miss Lindsay

Shorthaorn caltle and shipged
heof [o the stowckyards n
Taranlo, Mr. Lindsay says He
hatd a Charlois before he
retired

The Lindsay purls worked in
the Telds  just bhke their
brothees and Jean chuckles
now as she tells aboul o roce
wilh neighbors over who could
et the grain in fasiest

“We had 40 acres of graim
one year,” she says, o
Anna and [ pitehed every shead
af it onto the wapen while Nin
butlt the loads. The Mann hoys
were  loading  grain in the

carmer held where we could
see thein and we weren't going
to let Them hbeat s 1E waos
critey, bt we were  young
then =

The Lindsays also grew corn

Calthoupht they hod oo silo. They

cut il with a eorn linder and
foed The sheaves against the
rayd fence. It would reeze
there and when they necded
corn someone wolld go and get
a shead or two and let it thaw
hefore they put it in the caltle's
mangers  Even thoeugh it
witsn't  rhopped  nto  silage
ey wauld et gt down
soamehow, Mr landsay says.
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Young found them at a farm on
the First Line.

The Young farm was two 100
acre farms back to back
running from the Fourth to the
Fifth Lines. The back hundred
had only been partly cleared
and the Youngs went at it lo
finish what their predecessor
had staried 1n the winter of
1920. The previcus owner had
been an Amercian oand cleared
lund the way it was done in
Aichigan, Mr. Young soys.
When a tree was felled only
enough branches were lopped
off the top to cnable it {o be

hauled into the sxidway.
Youngs ¢leaned up the brush

that had been left behind and

(inished culling down the
timber that hod to be removed.
There was very little snow that
winler and it wns great for
clearing land, Mr. Young says.

The family used the limbs
-for firewaod the first winter
but ithe logs were hauled out
and sold and they sold cord-
woodd in Acton.

Mr. Young gradced the
Fourth Line as purt of his road
wark. In the carly days far-
mers coeufd do work on the

roads in lieu of paying tax lor
road improvement. There was
gravel Lo be dug and spread on
the road as well as the grading
50 residents on the road had a
ehoice of which task they took.

When the Youngs flrst
arrived on the Fourth Line it
was little more then o three-
rul track through a field. No
one bothered lo grade i1 and
there were three paths where
the herses und wagen wheels

vwore the grass. The track
rould be gravelled through the
swamp bul not on the high

pround.

The grader which Mr, Young
used was constructed of iron
ind wood with a long runner on
one side and a snow plough
alfair on the,other, Mr. Young
says. It was pulled by a team
und was eventually seld for

scrap iron during World War
Two. 1

Mr. Young says the remains
of a house wire found on the
hack half of the farm one year
during the fall plowing. They
ploughed up some dishes and
vldtimers told them there had

been o house which faced onto
an old road that passed
through the bush at that paint
and centinued north for a piece
before turning west towdrd the
Fourth Line.

it is alsp rumoured that
there were graves near the
home although Mr. Young says
some¢ of the family were
supposed to have been buried
in the ploneer cemelery at the
Fiith Line corner. Mr. Young
doesn't know the noine of the
fomily who owned the old
house.
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