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~ Nobert Armistrong tonk this picture of Jenny and Will Foster und Haltie and William
Hitehewek with their ehildren at the Foster home asljacent fo the Chelteaham quarry, Photo
coirtesy of Ella Hardiog, o daaphter of Battde and Willkam Hitcheoek.

Threshing done by steam engine

Threshing graon was a iy
suymmer joh for many formers
i Fsyuesing Township. For
Frank Raddell it was o way of
It Tor more than 39 vears

Mr Huddell, 86, was rused
oir ol 1), Concession 5 aof
Fsquesmp Township. He has
Iived on the Maxth of Ashprove
st 1

ihs evarly memortes ol
threshing begun with o vustam
thresher arrivinge at his
father's larm to barn thresh
durmg the winler

worlk would begin about 7
am and go through unlid B
ppm The milking was dane
before sind after the threshing,
A tank af water for the steam
e had to be Dilled o the
torning and again durmg the
noon break. he says. 1 took
about 11 men to bandie the
grain amd wo men came with
the machine o run  the
thresher and the steam eagine

The Buddells got Ted up with
Cusing g custem  thresher
beeause of a wel season in
1426, Mre Wwddell says [t was
w0 had the end of the harvest
wias broupht in on steighs in the
winter.

Aflter thear  threshing they
© had e help the thresher mave
- 1o Wilfred ird's Fartn across
I sideroad to lot 12 on the
Fighih lane. They lelt home
about 110 am  with two
teams of horses. one on the
steam engine snd the other on
the thresher, and didn’l arrive
until trark. They had spent the
whole day unhitching o leam to
put both teams on one machine
and haul i1 oul of the snow,
thep reversing 1le process as
the equipment moved (rom
defl to drilt .

At one point the community
ol Ashgrove formed o syn-
dhieate of 20 to 23 farmers and
bought their own threshing
machine to be cun by a hired
man but Wilfred Bird bought it
aut in 192 or 1925, Mr Buddell
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The Haddells boupht ther
o threshee n 16027 al Eden
Matts 1t had no slrawcotter so
they only ahd o it of stook
thresiunge with o1 Mr. HRuoddelt,
father, and his three
tirahers il owped o share n
the furst muwhine

Ahout  two  vears  late,
howweser, he decpded e wanted
e ~tarl up on s own amd he
wenl (o Seatarth and Tougl
s ows Walerloo maschine It
el o strawculter.

Most Threshers had 21 94, or
it mch exhinders. he says His
was o Shnch oyiinder IE was
Al 43 feel lomp (rom the
leviler to the back af the
msichone sl was abont as big

Cas any maeinae around

AMr Buddell vsed a0 twoe
rvhinder lHumley  lractor lo
power  the thresher ol Lirst.
Then he pot o six evinder
[twinley  In the end he was

psingt a0 Mhinneapahs Moleen

tractor 1o lurn the bells.
The stook threshing season

psually began the end of July

and hy did custom work up and
down the Sixth and Seventh
Lanes for 3% years He says he
uset] to make about S0 4
sefesuy Irenny s cuslom work

‘Steok  threshing was  the
Begmping of the breaking up of
commumity help,” Mr Juddelt

savs CUve seen so many hard

feehmps stari over threshing
Farmers helped cach other hut
i the riann came then there'd
e Irouble  Thev'd say ]
helped you and now 1S ramning
and 'm stting here walching
my erop pel ruml

tine  year one  of  his
custoners told lam nest year
Vmogoing to get a guy ta thresh
for me wha doesn’l kick up so
much dust ™" The next year o
hinl storin came through andd
the Tarmoer last his whole crop
exciepl for Tour loids he hid
eut woth the hinder bhelore the

storm slruck
1 renntied hom about ol
sir Hugddell chuekles, and he

apreed  with e that s

Ihresher hadn't kicked yp so
muckh dust bul he also pointid
ol that “the bugger Jdudn't
lesave me any gals™
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Fire was always a threat on farm

Fire was one of the most
Ureaded disasters Lo strike a
farmer in days gone by. Fire
departments did exist but
thstance and slow tran-

spartalion usually saw them:

arrive ot the scene too late (o

save much. &

Mary Matthews
remembers  when  her
father’s barn went up in
Maes, It was just at noon
hour on Sept. 13, 1930, The
threshing was just done and
her father came into the
house 1o phone a neighbar
and warn him that
muchine would be there after
lunch.

To this day no one knows
whal caused the fire. It just
seemied 1o explode. the men
were all in the mows and had
fu jump aul.

Mrs. Matthews remem-
bers that the bull was the
only beast in the barn and
someone said o let hien burn.,
The hire was moving so
quickiy il was dangerous to
try to go into the building.
Their hired man decided o
chanee it, however, and he
ot him oul. Surprisingly
vpough he came without a bit
of fuss

Angus McEachern also
remembiers the fire. He lost o

the -

Sawyer Mussey
sepuarator in it.

“unly peaple who were
there would realize hov [ast
H owent,” he soys. "l was
standing by the steam engine
watching my watch 1o hlpw
the whistle at noon. Someone
yelled fire and 1 shul off the
engine. [ don’t know il | ever
did blow the shitle. 1 hod a
brand new drive helt on the
machine and | thought |
could save it. | cut il off the
pulley because 1 couldn'l go
inand gel it but i was oo
heavy for me to pull out so )
tost it.™

VAbfred Gordon went down
lo get the horses out of the
stable that we used on the
waler tank and the flames
were coming down the feld
hales, There was a brand
new corn binder sitting on
the dump at the back of the
barn but it was 50 hot sa {ast
we couldn't save it and it
hurned. Even the pigeons
were flying out of the top of
the barn und dropping down
dead with the heat ™

Alry. Matthews says the
fire trucks were enlted from
Acten and they brought out
an old pump

“It hada’t been used in 50
years hut they threw it in the
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AMr Rudidell did a1 bt of

vistom vorp eultting until he
tell ofl i silo and wound up in
Guelph haspilal for three

Frank ltuddell operated this threshiog separator for o pumber of years dolng custom worl
10 the sixth and seventh lines. This threshing was doare In Lhe field and the graln lrucked to the

farmer’'s prainery. Photo courtesy of Frank lRuddel),

A different potato race

Horses were just as much a
soncce of pleasare 1o ecarlier
Haltan residents as they are to
present ones. Nol only did they
bl iem equipment and tran-
spoert the family, peopie rode
them,

Stan Morrisen, of RRE 2.
Aclon, recalls the days of the
pritato races il local fairs with
noslalgia. The race was usual-
Iy part of the Friday evening
entertaimmenl at Acten [aic
and he prize was only $ or $5.
It was the challenge 1o man
and borse 1hial drew the fiders,
he says,

Conleslanls  woere  given a
three-[owt long lath sharpened

b poant wailth which to spear a
potato, They lined up and at
the signal roced Lo o large
harrel full of patuines. There
each ate nttumplmi fo spasiie o
polato from the saddle and
return o drop it fus own
persanal box behind the siart-
gt linee. The frip was repeated
as oflen as pessible before Lhe
race ended. The winner was
the rider with lthe moest pata-
temes 101 his box, '

While the precess sounds
simply enough, the tricky part
wias Hething your horse close
enough 1o the hig peitato box 1o
pel a potalo. Contestanis re-
lurming witly emply sticks nlso

attempled to knock the polalo
off an opponent’s stick if poy-
sible and furce him 1o go back
and start again,

Contestants could be vicious
and didn’t hesitate to lake o
Jalr ot & horse if the oppertun-
ily presenled iself. His own
horse, Lil, was Western bred
as o cow pony and she could
shoulder her way through the
press of horses around  the
potato barrel with great efi-
ciency, he says,

Contestants ofien wore the
bruises ta prove where they
had been after o race and he
¢huckles as he admils to see-
ing stars after he gol elouted
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weeks After that he lell corn
vutting for othiers. He also cut
waod with o hurz saw  and
snwpluowed [arm lanes, he
O% L8

M Huddell clearly

remembers hydrg arciving in
s part of the township in 147,
Although farmers around him
an the Filth and Seventh Lines
hid pawer there was a small
pitich on the Sixth line thal
had  been mussed for some
reason A winting List of nasnes
ol people applying Tor ot had
heen mo existepce for some
vears bul 1 wiis never acted
upon Then when World War
Two hroke out expanding
hyidro serviee wos forgotten

It wasn't until the end of the

wilt Lhat Ontaro Hvdre turned
its  attention back 1o local
people sind began apon to look
it expamding service an the
rural areas  Swddenly ot was
decided to serap e old hist
from proe-war davs dand slart
[resh  looking  Tor
customuers Mr. Huddedl savsat
wils annuunced  that anyone
wanbing hyvdro would hive to
pin to Bramplon and make out
a new apphealum He  was
there-the same day the an-
nonncement was made.

They wold him he needed two
tnere residents besides limself
i arder Lo gel the line brought
in Then he and the (wo aeigh-
bars wao alse wanted power
s had Lo cut the brush and
dig the Hydro poles in nrder 1o
el the hine installed. He was
ready  and  waiting  with
milking machines, a coaler
and all 1vpes of clectrical
appliaonees by the time the
power was furned on. He even
hased & frecaer waaling te ry oul
the relalively new nicthod of
preservingd the year's garden
prodoee
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creek and it worked,'' she
RyS.

While there was nathing
they could do W save the
barn the firemen were able
to save a nearby drive shed.

"We spaked big, heavy
quilts and they wrapped
therm around the men lo
prolect them from the heat
50 that they could keep the
hoses on the shed. They
stayed all night hecause the
Rrivn  and hay smouldered
all night inside the foun-
dation aind they hadd to walch
1 ¥

Mrs. Malthews says her
father had 45 1o %0 henad of
holstem at that time and
abuutl 25 of those were
milking

“¥We borrowed ropes from
the neighbours and tied them
atong the fence in the back
lane te milk them that
night.,” she says

Sinee all the feed was gone
and there wis no shelter for
the stock Mrs. Matthew's
father. A G Clarridge,
auctioned off all his cattle.
The barn had been insured
and during the winter it was
repliced with a  steel barn.
(That barn burned 1o the
pround during the winter of
1957 again without loss of

tivestock, and H has again
been replaced by a metal
barn.) In the spring Mr.
Clarridge began buying
stock again.

The Clarridges came o
their farm on the west half of
Lot 28, Concedsion 4 in 1904,
They had one daughter,
Myrtle, at that lime and the
olher five sisters were born
on the farm.

Mr. Clarridie shipped milk
to the City Dairy in Toronto
and took his milk 1o the
slntion in Acton tocateh the 7
am. trasn. Mrs, Matthews
says her father probably s .
six ar seven cans a day. Eoch
citn held eight gallons and
weighed 100 pounds.
Allhough they had no cooling
tanks such as modern far.
mers do the milk was jcy cold
when it came out of the vat in
the mitk house. There was a
spring in the vat and  the
fresh water flowed around
the ¢cans all the lime.

Making maple syrup was
an  apnual event on  the
Clarridge farm and neigh-
bors remember Mr.
{Marridge’s mother carrving
buckets of sap to the ketile in
the bush on & yoke over her
shoulders.

“She was a hard working
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women,”' ane old neighbor
remembers. ""She made
syrup right up untit the year
before she died at 87,

Mrs. Matthews says they
lapped about 125 trees and
boiled the sap in an old black
kettle on a stone [ireplace
they had bullt right in the
bush. Her lather used the
auger and the girls pounded
in the spiles. Although there
was no building around the
ketlie they had a sheller of
sorts built out af hoards. It
takes 30 gallons of sap 1o
produce a gallon of syrup and
they made 15 to 20 gallons a
year.

W gave alotof it away Lo
our friends. You dida't sell
things the same way then,'
she chuckles.

Firewood to keep the kettle
boiling was just dead limbs
and  trees which they
gathered up  through the
bush They callected the sap
once a day unless it was
runtung  very heavily for
some reason or il looked like
it might rain

Mrs. Matthews says that
her_ lather and two neigh
bours, Archie Mann and Lou
Atkinson who both lived on
the Fourth line, had the first
telephones out of Acton
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