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Downtown Georgetown

* bree porking
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When whiskey was 25° a gallon

Helena Sinclair, 81, lives
east of Ballinafad near the
Eighth Line. However if you
ask her about early days in
Halton Hills she will tell you
aboul the Bannockburn school
section of Highway 7 where her
ancestors, the Manns, sellled
in 1816,

"Aunt Maggie ther [ather's
sister) used 1o telk me that
there were 40 chitdren on the
four farms near the school
when she was young,” Mrs,
Sinclair says.

“The Gordons lived an the
wesl half of lot 28, Concession 4
with their 10%or 1T children.
The Walsons were on the cast
half of lot 27, concession 5 and
they had nine or 10 Kids.
Grandfather was on the wesl
halfl of Tot 27, concession 4 and
they had a family of 10, And
Archic Mann lived up the
Forth Linc just behind Ban-
nockburn Schoel and they had
10 children."

Mrs. Sinclair places these
big families a3 living in the
area in the 18508,

Among their 10 children the
Archie Manns had two special
sons and one special daughter.
They were blind, Mrs. Sincluir
says. They all went to school in
Brockville. One of lthe boys
was reputed 10 be able to recite
most of the Bible frem the
memory while his brother was
able to handle horses with
remarkable skell.

“They say he could work

- around the stables, elean the
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horses, harness and unharness
them and even the restless
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ones never offered 1o kick ad
him," Mrs, Sinelair reealls,
Helena's husband, Fred Sin-

clair, 79, also knows about big .

families. He was the eldest son
m a family of six bays and live
girls.

"My
munde school lunches for 35
years,” he says.

Mr. Sinclair says cutling
womd took up a let of time
during winter meonths. The
Family Barmed 350 acres and ad
one time they also did custom
threshing with o steam power-
ed maching, They milked 20 to
22 eows and his mother and
sisters helped with the milk-
ing.

Bees wore the way Lo get big,
dreary jobs done in the varly
19005 and Mr. Sinclair's eyes
iwinkle wenl he spenks of the
stone bees in the summer or
the monure bees in the spring,

“They'd send sotneone to the
‘Fad for a gallon of whiskey
and  evervone  had
goikd time,” he grips, There
were three holels in Ballinafad
in these days and o gallun of
whiskey unly cust 25 cents.

He reealls two teams draw-
ing cmply sleighs racing bak
from the field at one bee.

"They were abreast when
they were coming lo the gale,
and the only way they bolh got
through was thal one driver
made his leam jump on Lhe
back of 1he ather steigh so that
they cueld beth go through
together.”

, Themen trought their wives
along to the bees, Mr. Sinclair

mother used 1o say she

savs and the women would
have a quilting bee while the
men worked.

Rural MHalton wasn't o dull
place togrow up, Mr. and Mrs.
Sinclair indicate. House part-
s were {he favorile form of
enterlainment and there was
an average of two n week
during the winter. The number
of puests invited would depend
on the size of the house and
everyone danced until morn-
ing, Mrs. Sinclair says. There
were also sleigh riding parties
during the winler. Bul never
un the Sabbalh.

“All you could do was sit
around wilth a leng face on
Sunddav,” Mr. Sinclur recalls.

Funerals were condueted
from the home of the deceased
family i earlier 1imes, Mrs.
Sinclair says. The undertaker
wauld come to the homie and
dress the body there. Caskets
wire covered in black cloth
instead of polished wood and
the inside was lined witly while
material. All the neighbors
windld come 1o the bouse Lhe
might before the funeral and
stay quite lote for the wuke.
The minisler would come Lo
ihe house for the funeral ser-
vice the second day after the
dealh and again all the relativ-
es, friends and neighbours
would come to the service in
the home. Even children al-
tended funcrals,

The underlaker in Actan was
a lellow pomed Johnson, Mrs,
Sineliir says. When he arrived
for o service he always wore i
stlk plug hat and =o did the two
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This photo of the Grorgetown Citizen's Band was taken after it won firsi place in class ¢ at

borses he had hitched to the
horse.

Mrs. Sinelair says the [first
funeral in Acton {o be conduct-
eedd fromm the funeral parior
instead of the deceased's
home was for Mrs. YWiles dur-
ing the carly 1930s. Her child-
ren, Loura and Harold, ran the
bus depot and a store on Mill
Strect In Acton,

“laura was very upset bhe-
calse the funeral wisn't frem
thear home,”™ Mres, Sincelair

says. UShe didn fegl 11 was
right Jesving her molber at the
underiaker’s but they had no
roam downslairs in their home
for a casket and lhey had 1o
wse the funera) home '
Mourning waus sirict during
the carly hall of the century,
Men wore black crepe arm-
bands andd women dressed tot-
ally in black for a year after o
death in the Gamily. They even
had te add thin black wveils Lo
their hats for going to church

80 YEARS AGO

WI1 provided a

For tarmer’'s wives the
Women's Institute meeting has
been an educating mediwm as

well as a secial gathering lor

more thon Bl years.

Adelnide Hunier Hoodless
timsa-1910 founded the [first
Women's institute in Stoney
Creck Ontario on Feh. 18, TRYT
The Canadian group has joined
lhe  Associated Country
Wwemen of the World and
shares in projecls In un-
derdeveloped  countries  and
disaster reliel work all over
the globe

Mrs. Archic Mebnery, 84, of
Balkinafad, remembwers when
the Niest imstitule was founded
in the "Fad in 144 She was
anly i pirl when it begat, buot
she says guest sprakers used
e be nvited Lo instruet the

 the Toronto Exhibitlon In September 1931, Reading from left o right the members of the Band are

as [ollows: Top Haw: John Shepherd, Kenneth McDenald, Ry Thompson, Wiltred Gill. Walter
Digging, James Clarke, Thomas Enson, Omar Diggins, Anson Thursten. Roy Magloughlen.

moembers in virious cooking
and  coanning  iechnigues,
Proper nutrition and  mead
planning were alse exploined
by o number of speakers over
e yeurs

“We o olten had  speakers
[rom Toronto,” she recalls.
“Fhey'd come up on the train
tu tieorgetown and we'd send
someang in te meet  them.
Lisually they had tocome up on
the stage. (14 wasn't a reol
stage voach such as we see in
the movies, It was the wagon
the slorekeeper drove Lo town
in collect the mail. 1 would
CATTY S1X OF SeVenN Passenpers,
though. and  Ballinafad
restdents referred to it as the
stapte.y Often they couldn't get
@ train bavk to Toronto until
the nexi dny so they spent the

un Sunday. Only the children
weren'l dressed differently af-
ter o fumily dealth.

Mr. and drs. Sinclair bought
thewr present farm in 1942, At
thal time they had hydro - it
wis brought in during the lale
19305 « and they also had o
telephone.

There was only two phanes
casl of Ballinufad at the time,
Bir. Sinclair says, their's and
Dave Siaclair's. lhiring the
next Iwo or three years Lheir

chance

night with my mother. She had
ihe only spare room in the area
that was close to the sfage to
get  the pguest back Lo
Georgelown,”

Mrs. MeEnery joined the
instilute in Y947 after her
marriage and was 8 member
until the branch was disbanded
in 1921. She also recalls the
daya when the Districl Annual,
the annual meeting for all the
Institute branches in the
county, used to be held in a
private home.

“They comne from all cver
the county with their horse and

"buggies,” she says, “ond they

stayed the whole day. Then
they drove home at night.”
Mary Matthews knows much
of the history of the Han-
nockhurn Women's  Institute
because her mother, Agnes
Clarridge, was  the [irst
president and some member of
her Tamily has belonged to the
group since it was founded in
April 1918, The organizational

meeting was held in her moth-
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er's livingroom and 27 mem-
beers juined ot thal meeling. OF
those |udics three are still
lving, Emma Cole, of Acton,
Viyrtle (CUlarridge) Slorey af
Wasuga Beoch and Pearl
carelronald  Hammond af
streelsnile.

Quilting hees were favourile

acchsions for the Bannockburn

neighbors came 1o use the
phone whenever the need a-
rose until gradually more peo-
ple instailed their own.

I was o wooden box on the
wall wilh a erank for making
your own calls to nejghbors on
your line. When your o+l was
finished you goave the _fank a
little turn so it ding® .4 and 1old
your neighbors ‘qe line way
free. Mrs. Sincladr says there
was 17 purlies on their line
before it was finally split up.

to meet

Box socials were aonother
form of family fun and also
rajsed funds for the Institute,
Mrs. Matthews says. The
women al) made Junches. and
packed them in boxes which
ithey decorated to catch a
bidder’s eye. Inside the box
they hid their name. Usually
there was a dance for the early
part of the evening and then
someone would auetion off the
funches. The lady had to eat
with whoever bought the lunch
she had brovght.

Heina Morrison Jaughs when
she remembers box socinls

*1 only went la one or two
before § marcied Stan and they
were at MeCulloeugh's.” (Mrs.

MclUullough was her aunt as .

well as her husband’s next-
door neighbour.) [ used to have
to tekt Stan how to identily my
JuncH because 1 didn't know
anyene ¢lse in the neigh-
bourhood and 1 wasn't about to
spend mmy evening with o
str:wger."

A” couple of sisters Mrs.
Morrison recalls used to play
tricks on the men who bought
their lunches. The girls had the
same tnilials and_instead of
pulting their full name inside
the box they put their intials in
i, Then if they didn't like the
fellow who bought the lunch
they smid it belenged to the
other sister,
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Serving you better
in so many ways

" Moving txmber

While tlmber Is not consldered to be a lalion
speclzity these days It is obvlous from this picture taken ot
the turn of the century that we did have good sized trees
here at one Lime, This white ash log was being drawn to a
sawmbll in Aclon by Alfred Storey. No one knows where it
was cut but it must have been xomewhere near Acton or [t
woild bave been hauled to one of the ather mills in the
aren. Pholo courtesy of George Allen,

A Cut Above ¢
The Rest

THAT'S THE PROFESSIONAL CUT. .

IT'S THE ONE THAT LEAVEY
YOUR HAIR NEAT AND BOUNCY
AHND WITH NATURAL BODY. LET
QUR EXPERT CUTTERS SHOW YOU
WHAT A “GOOD" CUT REALLY I5.

the hair shoppe

J1A MAIN 5T S 877-5845
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12 PRICE SALE

LADIES AND TEENAGE

| GALS

Dress Sandals,

High heel
Casuals

Discontinued Lines

High heel wedges
suede
wedges

White Duty Shaoes

V2

PRICE

LADIES SCHOLL CLOGGY

Dressy Casval
Sandais
Therisa

Trina

Stock up on these
fantastically priced

Reg. to $29.98
Now

39308

Selected Lines

AIR-STEP

Reduced for this $2l 99

sale only.
Reg. to $32.00
- LADIES
SUMMER CASUALS

0%

Unbelievable
OFF Reg. Price

Comfort
Smart
COOL COMFORT FOR
CHILDREN'S HOT TIRED FEET

Looking
Stvles

- L

siiddie How: Harold Wheeler, Alhert Simson, Charlle Wilison, Ernest Simaon, Keaneth Weston,
Joseph Carter, Reulien Euson, Arthur §lerbert, Waldo Diggins. Botton Row: Hay Hlng.zﬂurr}
Hale. Hoy Bradley, John Addy, Hoy Norton, Bandmaster, A.H. Perrotl, Harvey King, Fdward
Ballingal, Wilired Leslle, Mark clark, Cyril Brandford. Not In pleture - Russe! Wheeler, Winsten
Wheeler, Harry Cook, Ernest Forgrave, llugo Digglns, W. P edlor, Pholo courtesy of Larry Wyles,

CHANCE CLEANERS

(Goddard and Son)

99 MAIN ST. SOUTH

GEORGETOWN
CHANCE to serve you

OPEN

Bam. -6 p.m,
ga.m.-7pm.

2 am.-?pm
?am. -4 pm.

EXCELLENT VALUE
SELECTED LINES

Give us a

Manday

Tues, - Wed. - Thurs.
Friday
Saturda

CALL 877-1071

_ /@l; PICK-UP &

DELIVERY

WE
FIT

'H;.

1

WE"
FIT

'I"f' ".':

ALL REDUCEDGY 0+ corron socxs By
HANDBAGS 'PRICES FOR THIS Buster l o o/
Brown o OFF
summer
Discontinued Lines. 1 o O/
L7 o
Becky. 2 PRI OFF
PIONEER DAYS EVENT.
WE KNOW OUR PRICES ARE LOWER OUR CUSTOMERS KNOW, THEY KEEP TELLING US. NEXT TIME
.-l'u_
877-1664 1

PURSES SALE ONLY
Latest styles for
CLUTCHEESIER BROWN CHILDRENS
CHILDRENS SHOES RUNNERS
Honey, Lovebug,
Creepy, Splash,
MANY IN STORE SPECIALS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY AS MUCH AS
50% OFF. EVERYTHING IN STORE REDUCED FOR THIS
COME IN — LOOK ARGUND — COMPARE
SALE ENDS 5:30 P.M.JUNE 24,1978
YOUR FAMILY NEEDS SHOES. COME IN AND GET FITTED CORRECILY. WE KNOW YOU wiLL BE PLEASED,
GEORGETOWN'S FOREMOST FOOT FITTERS
i fomily shoes
877-1664 102 MAIN ST. §.

THE BOOK SHOP
Ilﬁl_ Miinl:iir_ul South :

l__';_'|.|._-I i A .f'-"

A

oy,

ol L]




