Page ¢ - TIIE HERALD, Wednesday, June 21, 1878

SPECIAL PIONEER DAYS FERTURE |
Grain threshing remembered o et e

Angus McEachern of RR2, the Third Line south af High- Mcanonites do it. Each section  Mekachern says and his fam- : ol S — o Kt Lo, M OB L F ot o e i o i
Acton, is no longer doing cust- way 7 and Jock Cole was was rolsed as .for as the . ily wasnoexception, Oneof his - o | : e W f g G- x
om work but that hasn't ended  working with him. workmen could 1t it then  greatwncles, Alex, wus o stone . : e R et L
his interest in the older version “Jack sow the fire start in other men used poles with  mas. - and worked on the old : - ! Y i
of the machine he operxted for  the straw mow over the grain-  spikes In the end to ralse U city hall In Torento,
49 years, like many other ery and he yelled at me,”” Mr.  higher. Another group with Two of his mother's sisters
members of the steam associa-  McEachern says. longer poles would take over were weavers and the remains
tien. “1couldn't hear whathesald  whenil wasroised asfarasthe  of their 12 foot by 20 (oot
Mr. McEachern was a thres-  but Jack Sprowl saw it and  first group could reach. The weaving room {inished in lath
her. His older brothers Herb triedtoreachoverioputitout. process waos repeated until  ond plaster are still beyond the
and John bought a threshing 1 saw what was going on by  cach bent was upright. woodshed of the present house,
machine in 1922 and started then oand 1 was close enough to Mol only was the work hard;  The [som [rames were made of
doing custom work. Mr. Mc- getloit and pat it out withmy it was dongerous for the un-  oak and Mr. McEachern rem-
Enchern, 71, did his last cust- leather gloves, We doused it wary, he noles, for o man was  embers them being taken
om threshing in 1971, with water and made sure {t  Xilled when & beam on which  down piccemeal over the
“We started the threshing wosreallyout, Itfrozeoverthe  he was sitling slipped and  years.
season with the wheat,” he night and Jack brought down  came down with him during a “They'd be up at 4 a.m.
says, “and often didn't finish it the rozen siraw the next day  barn raising near Acton in puiting onthe fires out there so
unti] Christmas.Believe it or lasee if he could find what had  the mid 1920s. they could stari working,” he
not there were often icicles started it. He couldnt bul he Mr. McEachern says he  says. “People brought them
hunging on the steam engine in  kepl leoking. Finally he found  worked in a sawmill helping o wool from all over to muke
the winter while it was run- a match case a few feet ov er saw lumber and timbers for  blankets and counterpanes”,
ning." from where the fire started.  barns prior to the ralsing on o There used 1o be o nine [ool
Moving the machine from Someonc must have dropped it number of occasions. Sawmllls by 12 fout room at the hend of
one farm to anolher on a frosty  and it wenl through the mach-  usedtobe portable sothat they  the stairs where they slored
winter night with the stars ine and staried to smoulder™, could be loaded onto o wagon  their wool, Often it would be
shining ¢clearly and everything People blamed barn fires on und taken to the site of a barn crammed tight with woel to
quiet the steel wheets of the steam engines and threshing  pbout 1o be raised. The mater-  be woven. Balls of twine and
machine made a creaking machines, but should not have  jal for the barn would be sawed rags for weaving intv carpets
sound that Mr. McEnchern placed the blame on them, be  pighl on the site and the were stil]l stored in the attic T T
terms “something you never  Siys. sawyer would probably have 3 when Mr. McEachern’s sisler- g i S i L BB T YL L S PERRY
forgel.” “If n bearing was gelting  couple of weeks work In a  indlaw Maory first came to'the
“We often left home on o hot encugh to stari a fircin the  Jocation becpuse neighbours  house,
Monday morping and didn't  barn you'd smell it in plenty of  would bring in logs they want- The storage reum afl the
return until Saturday night,” lime to shut the machine e¢d sawed while the mill was  head of the stairs also held
he suys. down," he says. "Tractors  close by, maple sugar, Mr. McEachern
“We ate ond slept where we  starled far more fires than There used to be an vpright  says and lhere would be greal
worked and sosn learned  sleam engines everdid, People  saw powered by wuterdown on  quanlities of it made fram
where all the gnod cooks were,  knew the dangers with o steam  the Sixth Line at what is now  thejr own trees and pul
. Everyone pave us good meals  engine and were careful ac-  called Waterfulls Playground.  away inmilk pans each spring .
and there were always 10to 14 cordingly. But fructors were  That saw ran up and dawn it was the only sugar they This photo of employees al the Sykes woollem mill in Glen Willlams was taken at the end of
" men working at the threshing.  supposed to be safe and there-  rather than arcund in circles had, you know™, he Bays. Warld War One and was loaned to The Herald by Larry Wyles,
There would be three men with  fore they'd slick them any-  like modern saws or back and  “There were very few others
the oulfit, two on the machine  where ond never Iook at what  forth like drag saws. He sus-  in the area then and they had
‘and one drawing water. was happening to lhe ex-  pects that the timber for his 1o be sell-sulficient.”
Neighbors coming to the haust” own home was cul on an
threshing would take the other Threshing was not the only  upright saw, probably the one
jobs. Usuatly there were two  custom work the MeEacherns  on the Sixth Line.
. men carrying grain, boxes, did. They also sawed wioxl Mr. McFachern lives on the:
~ one.man feeding the machine, with a circular saw fur four to  farm his mother's people, the
five men in the mow feeding  six weeks each spring and  neleans, settled in 184, The
 sheaves to the man on the fitled silos wilh the cutting bex " original log house was across
machine. and one or two men  for about three weeks every  the [une frum the prescot
in the siraw mow. "’ fall from the 205 to the carly  building and his molher vague-
As well as a fire in 1930 3%, ly recatled moving from it to
which cost him a separator, Mr. McEachernand hisbrol-  (he new house when she was a
Mr. McEachern recalls o near  hers helped at a lot of barn  child, She died in 1042 al the
miss in 1946 or 1947. He was  raisings including all the ones  qpeof . The stone at the back
- threshing for Jack Sprowl-on  in the neighborhood. Height  door of the house is the hearth-
ihidn'l bolher them and they  stone from Lhe log house, he
enjoved the work, At his firsl  gnderstands,
bharn raising the bents were put Everyone had 1o have @
up with hand spikes as the trade in the old days, Mr
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