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Property owners
fight back

It wantld appear that propeniy owners are

lor lecal government. U boils down 1o o
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starting to fight back against the high cost of
ecal government. Californians last week
called on goverament to reduee its eosts by
mare than o0 per conl.

And while admittedly 1here is 4 mechan-
st in California {for such a move, the faet
thal the eleclorate spoke in such o demanding
tone won't be overlooked by olher jurisdict
-tons. Already there's talk of other siates and
possibly even some arcas iy Canada following
s,

Heform of property 1axation is elearly o
major concern everywhere, And while local
government costs have heen inereasing, il
would be the school boards which would
suffer the biggest burden under any subsiant-
ial reduction in funding.

So the question is really: U the Laxpayer
i5 secking a reduction in properiy 1axatioh
and he wanls the same level of service where
will the money come from?”

Califorma governor Edmund lirown says
there wall be no new 1axes raised lo cover the
loss of more than $7 billien in properly taxes.
But at’s already being predicted thal hund-
reds of thousands of peaple will be forced oul
of government jobs, income taxes for the
averape home owner will increase (hecause
taxes are deductible) and mnereasing state
taxes to provide for the unemployed

Mavbe there's a moral in s entire
affair that peliticians should recognize and
that is that the average homeowner can't
conhinue to alford the cost of local govern.
men!. Onoe allernalive thal has net gained in
recent tunes is the concept of income laxation
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quesstion of intrusion of  higher levels of
Fovernment into loea) affairs amd al the same
e scaringt (the bell out of sonie Joeal
polieiins beeause they would feel dependent
upon whal the provinees would dole oyt.

The property Lax sitwation in Ontario is

srelatively good. Most local governmenis,

including town and regian tor counly fur that
matierd hive held the Boe on costs relatively
speakitigl The problem i in the field of
education where rapully  developing areas
such as Hablon reguice funding for new
shudent popuialions, or 1he incorporation of
new advanices in leaching lechnology.

My carhier statemem abowt boards of
educition becoming the brunt of any reduct-
on i property tixes s dlustealed by the facl
thal generally speaking educalion accounts
for roughly half the amount a ratepayer finds
payable at the bollom of his tax notice.

Camnpheatng the siluativn in Onlacio iy
the Gulure of 1he government 1o implement
tax reforms promised fur some tume, and The
presen) confused stte of assessment across
Ihe provinee, ‘Fhere are plices where as
sessmient has been revised 1o marke! value,
other places where revision is pending, and
sHIL others whwre no ehiange in assessmenl on
surne propertics his taken place since long
boefure 1

Cory Badl ean be fought and heaten, bal il
15 at the expense of local aulonomy through
rechreed ocal fundransing and possibly higher
axes at the federal and provinesd level

B remnns i noowin affair,

Rainy day tidbits
from House of Commons

By STEWART MacLEOD
Miawa Burcau
Of The Herald

Jus! a few tid-Lits you might muss if you
didn’t spend a rainy afternoon reading the
ofhicial record of the House of Commuons :

Between 1964 and 1973, a tatal of 49 402
public servanis tovk second-language Irain-
Ing at government expense. Of these, B064
were irained tospeak English and 41,238 were
‘rained 1o speak French. .

The cosl of drilling i1 10,000-fout 6il well in
the Beaufort Sea varwes from $35 million to
30 muthon Drlhing a similar well in Alberta
cersts betaeen $750.000 and $1 mullion

Last vear il ¢ost the gfrovernment $TH1.392
‘o provide securilty - persoanel 1o check
passengers and baggage af Canadian air-
]

Dunng 1977, the tax on exparted oil added
about §1.3 million a day o the government’s
coffers,

As of last Jonuary, 1he average process-
itial  appheations te the
Canaduan Pension Commission was 207 days

Since the Foregn Invistmen! Heview
Agency was established, 11 has heard 466
appheatinns for new business and 68 of these
wire allow

sinece Apnl, 196, the department of
employment and imimugration has spent
319,110,600 on enternment The bulk of
1his, $206, 000,000, way spen! by the {oreign
SETVICE.

The government plans o spend about $13
million this vear on naval rescareh,

A total of $12 883,65t was spent las! year

relocating government employees, Of lhe
10,360 relocations, 4,830 were inler-provincial
and 32 were international.

The department of supply and services,
which obviously doesn't like bare walls, spent
S1H.271.000 Last year renting works of art.

The department of public works las{ year
Kave work to 820 outside consullants, most of
them in the archileclural and engineering
fields

As of last et 491, uid-age’ security
cheques were being mailed to 2,056,127
Canadians vach month,

There are 400 tifferent varieties of natural
cheeses in the world, Canada manofactures

66 ol hese vaneties and iinports another 200,

Cheddar Cheese s the mnst popelar varicty
consumed i Canada with sales totalling
176,600,000 pounds, Next is Mozzerella at
A1, 100,000 pounds.

In Ihe ficst pine monihs of last year,
22,114 males and 4,880 females applied for
cmployment in the Canadian Armed Forces,
The [orces accepled 8265 males and 1,295
females,

Sunce 1968, a total of 27 ministers have
reswgned from various Trudeay cabinets,

The National Capilal Commission, which
prersees the development of the Ottawa-Full
region, publishes everything in 1wo languag-
tsoancluthing o guide to the birds inhabiting
the regiun, The English version siys the ery
ol the black-cappdd chickadee is “chicka
Heeodlee dee ™ The Freneh verions eredils the
lnrels with saving “gui es-1u-1u-ta. "

And there are 1400 full time employees
oy Prarliament 1Ll

Davis’ faux pas

endursation ol eur passtion,”
Sislt].

By DEHEK NEFLSON
Quern's Park Hureau
" (M} The Herald

TORONTO — No matier how he tries,
Premicr Bill Davis is nut going to adequately
explain his aclions here ot Queen's Park aver
Hill B9,

That is the legislation introduced by
Ottawa East Liberal Albert Roy that would
have legally guaranteed French-language
services by government lo the six per cent of
the Omario population who are Francophone
in origin.

Examples would be a visit from a socia)
worker, or sehool classes, or a jury trial, ora
health inspection.

It would not have made Ontario officially
bilingual.

The decision on whether an area warran-
ted French, and when it should receive it
would have bheen up to a Language Services
HBoard.

The bill received unanimous suppert in
the [egislature, including verbal support from
two cabinel minisiers, before Davis in effecl
killed IL by refusing to proceed with it

IREASDNS

Why he stopped the Jegistation immedia-
lely became a matter for debate. Unity
groups protesied, and ane federai minister
claimed he was appealing to the nnti-French
bocklash.

Their problem, and Davis' [s thatl his

. motivatlons are complex, involving not just
- his political principles but an understonding

i

of our parliamentary system.

Afler all, Davls agreed with the bill in
principle and cven sald “the mensures
included are, to & large extent, consistent
with the approach this government has taken
in regard lo French language policy.”

In fact, "1 regard today's vote-as an

i promaer

RESERVATION

The one ohjection he did have, and thst
expressed mildly, was agoinst ensuring all
French rights in law rather than by custom.
Education and judical rights are already
statulory in nature, hut social, munieipal and
health are not,

Upposition members claim the statulory
ramewnrk has symbalic value, especially 1o
federalized unity groups in Quebec: but
Davis sald he preferred the current route
since at works  Uwithout any  significant
divisveness' amongst people in Ontario,

French Canadian rights should be balan-
ced wilh the rights and te o "certain extend
the agceplance” of the generat publie, he
said,

Equally ar more importont was anolher
reasan Divis gave, and il relates 1o how
parliaanent operites,

PRIVATE RILL

Roy's Bill is a private member’s bill, in
effect an opposition bill, and in n manner of
stich importanee 1avis fell “obviously the
right route to go would be by woy of o
Hovernment bald.'”

The premier also abuded 1o the financial
implications of the hill, and the sometimes-
furgotien rule that private members' bills

shiould not involve expendilure of money,

Letting the debale proceed even though
he intended to veto the resulls was not
unusus! or an insult 10 1he legislature (ns
NDP leader Mike Cassidy suggested), Davis
suid, noling the same procedure was used on
anolher Llberal private members bill that
would have raised the drinking age to 19.

All quite logical, but 's doubtful unity
groups and Quebecets will fellow the Davis
reasoning. lRather they'll concentrate on the
deall of the hill.
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_ Atrip back in time to the tender age of 23

By GERRY LANDSBOROUGI

Values are hard to change. [t has always been my
personal belief that anything that interfered wilh broin
cells was strictly taboo. Being a writer I've always folt 1
needed whatever the good Lord gave me in the first place,
and I've never fell I've had anything extra tospare. Drugs
were out. No grass, very litlle booze and no smokes. No
matler where you are in life you will always find people
who are lesser and greater than you. '

I've tried Lo follow the lives of successful people to
learn the secret of a rewarding and successful career. One
thing that has always stood out - no smoking - no drinking
and definitely no drugs. This whole preamble is o warm up
on the merits of marijuans and the general lifestvle tor
lack af it} of today. Even Billy Graham has asked [or the
removal of “grass" from the criminal code. So many
today are clatming that “a liltle pot" never hurt anyone.
I'm nat so sure. Grass is not physically addicting but it is
psychologically - and this may be far more serious than
anyonc ean imagine. At any rate the following poem is Lhe
result of my reminiscing back when I was young with some
thought as to how 1'd feel at 23 today. '

A World Between

by

G. Landsborough
When 1 was a kid everyone played in the vacant lot
Not o neatly manicured park with “please don't pick the
marigolds®, bul g "lol",
A magnilicenl hunk of lield with grass waisl high,
camplete with frogs nnd snakes and rabbits and wonderfyl
smells, what a place -
The old lot. '
There was probably perverts back then - but pollution was
nat.
Now the kid of today can't go to the park
For the perverta nbound in daylight or dark

And the grass and the trees and the fluwers are getting
rafe, -
There's no legring around there

CLake i e old lon,

When 1 was a Kid "two bits” took you off to 1he show,
The good guys wore white and the baif guys wore black -
you vould always tell - you'd just look at their hats

‘The kids all ate popeorn, and shouted their hero on the
right frack

Two hats - and a kid always came smiling back

For 1he kid of loday five doltaes might get you a show
The goad guys and bad guys have blended Lo gray, and you
ean sit and watch a victim being chain sawed away -
The show is no longer a “greal place™ for a kid just to
hack.

Mo goed goys ride off, and no kids Lo come smiling back.
Nosmiles coming back.

When 1 was a kil fathers workedd, and mothers stayed
bome ali day,

Maothers made meals thal cooked almust all of the day
tul the kids bad so much encrgy bubbling for play

The kid of 1oday hus a body that's old al filleen,

The "eat on the run™ fills the hote, but nutrition not seen

CUThe kad of today is o vietim of the “"money machine”,

For moms have lo work just to Reep burgers on the table,
And the fnthers work {oo -

For between them it takes lwo to pay off life long debts if
they 're able

S0 reasts or apple pie “made by Mom*™

Just @ thangt on o bun that you eat on the run

Noowonter the young have no sponk for a thing called
“work', 3

Kids of today are vielims -

Viclims that hurt,

¥When 1 was a kid booze was something that most kids
tricd
Behind an old barn or a shed where the folks couldn't spy
Bul "drugs” were samething used only by hotrible “dope
ftends™, ’
Sickiy and slimy and lower than snakes, these “dope
ficnds"

The kid of today tried his ““pot’’ between closed doors away
from parents that pry,

It fogs up his mind so that life just floats right on by,

He Jusls gives up the fight - whether wrong - whether right
I all fades to a world built on soft floating dreams,
"Have a joint™ and nothing matiers - or so it seems.

The kid of teday is a victim of the “bureaucratic
machine."

“Let us legalize pot so they won't have to think, only
dream"

Nu one has to make plans, no honor no scheme,

“Let us legalize pot™ they won't bear the babies cry or the
ald folks seream

All n dream

All a dream.

When 1 was a kid is a place we can no longer be

And the world has changed much since [ was but
twenty-three,

Prices have risen to beyond whal the people can pay,
And “peace of mind” has slipped further and further
away.

And the young they just trip out on grass, our youth {inds it
better that way,

And for this so called “freedom of youth™,

What a price they pay )

What a price they pay.

THIRTY YEANS A0
Good work of neighbors whe formed a
buckel brigade saved a barn frmn burning
down an 1he farm of Mr. and Mrs. Alex M
Hume, RIS, Milton, Bast Thursday evening. A
fire, slaried by seme children in o sirawstack
only two feet from the barn while the Humes
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Looking through our files

werre away from hote, gy bave resulied

i tragiedy bouk il nol been discovered early.

Announcement was aade on Monday of
the sllecatien of e twenly-Iwo Wartime
Huouses m Housing Projec! 2 ol the foof of
Cernrpe Sireel by MO Mevers, district
admiistrppor for Centrad  BMortgage and
Howsing which conteols e howses for the
Hoveriment

The affie] count of the June 7 election,
as released by WG MeDowell, Chied Helurn
ing (Nicer, shows Thal Stanley Hall, Progres-
st sttt v i M, Dl o sap ool y
ul L over s Laberol eival to relurn 1o
Parliament for his third lerm, In 1945, his
mujirily was [071

When seiting the BH7 budget, the munici-
pal couneil budgeted the sum of $2,000 o be
spenl an matjor repaics o the Old Town 1l
The main repoic work of reglazing (he
windows, ciilking the brick werk, re-roofing
lhe tower rodsn and instubling space for duai
Intlets was given e . B, Mackenzie and Son:
ond this work was started during |he sufimner
months, Ihe Georgetown Heereation Couneil

- said in §ts nsanual report,

TWENTY YEARS AGO
Problem of whether {0 increase George-
lown’s police force 1o seven was discussed at
Manday's council meeting, with the question
handed back again 1o the police commilice
lor furlher invesligodion, Police chairman
John ENiot! sait! present population warranis

anether man, based on the per thousand ratio
which is the erilerion.

Farher in the meeting, Bernard Cassell,
Windsor Roadd, had complained of vandalism
by juvemles in his disirict nnd Coun. Elliolt
sael Ihis i annther reason why the tewn
weeds extra protection. Coun. Hyde express.
etd doubl whether the town needs extra palice
il The present lime. Maintaining the popula-
tion ralio is the ullimate, he said, but wilh
tweewiay radio, he feels the fown is served
adeguately,

Aitvor Jock Armsirong received o citat-
on an behialf of the citizens of Georgetown at
a loocheon ol the Royal York Hotel on
Tuesday, June 17. The cilation was presented
by Ihe Ontarie Safely League, at thelr
seventh anoual public safely luncheon, The
awart reads in Part: “for the distinetion of
having, by unifed community effort, comple-
tedd the year 1957 withowt! o fatal traffic
accident.”

Three dams will conserve the Credit
Hivers' prealest contribution to the valley,
A.M. Greenaway, chairman of the Credit
Valley Conservation Aulhority, told vislling
newspaper, radio ond television men on
Frichty prior lotaking off on o tour of the arca
under this body’s control, Siles of the
propused dams 1o be built within the foresee.
able future, are northwest of Orangeville,
where the Credit begins; at a peint southeast
of Georgetown which for years has been

E

known to Jocal residents as Hengry Hollow:
and between the terraced walls of the deep
valley which shelters Silver Creek, flive miles
due north of Georgetown.

TEN YEARS AGO

Despite her encounter with an armed
robber, Mrs. Robert Crawlord says she
duesn't believe in buying guns for self-defen-
ce. The Harnby woman said shed rather not
provoke a violent man. A gun-toting youth
barged into her general store here late
Wednesday, June 5, and walked off with $190.
Before be lelt, he slugged o customer and
Mrs. Crawford with the barrel of his 12 gauge
shulgun. An [slingion youth has been charged
with armed robbery,

The 95 degrees recorded here Sunday is
un ali-time high for June 9 but still o long way
off Georgelown's hottest spell, according to
local weather watcher Roger Smith_ George-
town wealher records go back to 1914 and in
the 54 years since that lUme lLhe Poa.k
lempeatures were hit in 1938 when local
pcople sweltered for three consecullve daya
of 102 degrees wealher which concluded on
July 12 when the thermometer reached 103,

Lt. Col. H.P. Bourne of Georgelown, a
member of the Royal Regiment of Canadian
Artlllery, was recently promoted from major
and glven n key appolntment to tho office of
the Privy Council. X




