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2,000 attend anti-NEC rally in Orangevilie

By WESKELLER
.~ Bpecial lo The Herald
~ An estimnted 2,000 persons
at Orangeville Wednesdny
gave standing avalions to 14
speakers who lold them their
fight against the Ningara Es-
carpment Commission was
just beginning.
Premier William Davls, in-
- wvited to atlend the rally, sent o
letter by courier in which he
-expressed the concern of the

guvernment tor the rights of
affected rotepayers.

Mr. Dhwvis, whe was repre-
senled at the rally by Jeck
Johnson, of Wellinglon-Duiler-
ing-Peel, asked the ratepayers
1o be patient and to await the
results of a forthcoming NEC
report,

According 1o Mr. Davis’ Jet-
ter, NEC is to report to the
cabine! “wilhin the next few
doays'' and final decisions a-

Philosophy,
thinking wrong

The preliminary proposals
- of the Niagaro Escarpment
Commission {NEC) represent
the basiec thinking and phile-
sophy of the commission, and
that is why the concepl is
wrong says George Shepherd
of Shelburne.

Mr. Shepherd, a lawyer and
the president of the Ningarn
Escarpment Central Ralepay-
ers Association INECRA), was
responding e a recent repord
that NEC chairman Iver Mce-
Mullin had said he would re-
duce the size of the NEC
planning area.

"“The colnmission  doesn't
have the autherity to change
the escarpment planning a-

':__Bus trip
to support
- MPP’s bill

Niagara Escarpment Cen-
Iral Hatepayers Assecialion 18
affering a bus Irip 10 Queen's
Yark May 1 for members of
the puhlic o hear a debate to
restrict the powers of the
Niagara Escarpment Camnis:
sium.

The debate contres arpund a-

private member's bill iniro-
duced by Roberl MeKessock,
MPP i [-Grev),

The bus ITip was announced
at a public rally sponsored by
NECHA Wednesday at
Orangeville Haceway.

Tickels for the tnp are sel-
hng for $3, and are available
from members of NECRA

Mr. McKessock addressed
the rally Wednesday and urged
residents 1o attend the debate
because he said only 10 of
{Intiario’s MPPs represent con-
stiluents whe live or have land
on the escarpment control
area,

The bus will leave Orange-
ville Haceway at 10 a.m. May
il
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rea,” safd Mr. Shepherd. “On-
ly the legislature can effect
such a change.”

Mr. Shepherd said the com-
qnission should have held pub-

lic meetings before drafting its

preliminary proposals.

“"They (NEC) should have
had wdvance input and feed-
back [rom the residents,'" he
said.

sir. MceMullin was queted by
n Toronto pewspaper as saying
he had been “getting pressure
from all sides 1o reduce the

area,’’ ond Mr. Shepherd ques-

vioned whether there would
have been pressure o mmake
chunges il the public had been
cunsulted befnre the proposals
were put forlh.

According to Mr, Shepherd,
most of the imvolved land s
farming tand, and Ithe people
on the land make their livings
from areas that NEC wanlts to
designate fur recreational use,

He deseribed the planning of
NEC as being “oul ol step™

ith 1 wils of The peo 3 e
with the ne people omepl Cotnmission, says Ontar-

who make their tiving from the
land and spid this waos a clear
demopnstration lhat local de-
velupment control  shoatldn™
e vesied 0 an appointed
Iundy

e said appeinied bodies
eouldn’t be expecled to under-
stand local problems.

“WEC isn’t responsive 1o the
peaple and it isn't accessible to
the Lindowners," he said,

Mr. Shepherd charged that
NEC had failed to honer ils
mandale to take into account
the social and economic pro-
hlems of the area.

Mr. Shepherd’s group wants
the cammission disbanded apd
developmient control of the
cacarpment relurned 1o lucal
elected representalives.

The group has said that

there are already epough go-
vernmen! depariments to ad.

minster the escarpment with-
out creating “a new bureau-
cracy.” ]

About 2,000 ratepayers al-
tended a rally of NECRA al
Orangeviile Haceway Wed.
nesday might.

BAHA

In the .Baha’s Faith, those
whose hear's have been sef
aglow by the energiling
influence ot Goa’'s love.
cherith people as pegple and
recognifein thelr ditferences
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qlory.*!

i1 you would like more in
formalwpn or would like o
atlend a Bahai fireside, wrile
Box 91, Georgetown or phone
A7e 4138
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boul the escarpmenl will e
made in the legislure by
elecied representatives af Uw
peaple,

The raltly of Niagara Escarp-
ment Cenlral Hatepayers As-
sociation al the Orangeville
Racewny included contingents
of landowners [rom Tober-
mory o Simcoe,

Among lhe speakers werg
Alel Swarl, MPP (NDP Wel-
land-Thoruldy; Eddie Sargent
MPP tL-Grey-Bruce) and Ro-
beri McKessock MPE (L.
Grev).

Mr. McKessock has inlro-
ducedd o private membiers bill

in the Onlario legisiature
which would hmit the powers
ol contral of NEC 10 2 norrow
sirip along the scarp, and foree
the povernment o buy land
over which it exercises deve-
loganent conlrol

Mr. Sargent told the crowd
that 0 per cent of all land n
Onlarioas already crown land,
thal 75 per cenl ol the escarp-
ment 15 in Grey amd Bruce
countivs, and that residents
have nu representation  be-
cause nnly four MPDPs repre-
senl the landewners of Grey
atud Bruce.

Mr Swarl said the NDP
favored preservation of the
escarpment bul nol necessar-
ily the NEC,

Jean Hawn of Caledon, o
housewiTe and mother, fold the
gatberine her family  haod
worked hard 10 impreve condi-
tions on their farm bot thal
NEC coptrol of her lnd wougld
mean she couldn’l leave the
farm lo her children in any
betler condimon than it 15 now,

“Hard work shougld b re-
warded and nol discouraged,”
sald Mrs Rawn af controls
whicl: she saud were being
placed vn hee Lind by NEC

Cieorge Shepherd, Shelburne
lawyver and the president of
SECHA, sand his proup bas
hree  main concerns  abxoat
NEC and Bl 129

In a prepared release, Mr.
Shepherd  desernibed  his
1:_1-'m||r'\.'u. et 1Paeggt the
basie issues of Bl 129, Lhe
Sunplara Escarprnent Plianning
and Desvelopmen Act, as

The mecipabinies had oil-
crtd plans am? awd use control
bylaws pepulating and control-
ing Land use. 150 129 abohshed
those bylaws on the area ol
developiuent  contral  in the
Nupars Escarpment plimung
arci 0l £29 gave the power
ovet Land use control tiken
froms the muamcipalily 1o an
appeinted body called the N
para Escarpment Cominis.
st ANECT,

Local councillors konow and

tiderstamd Incal condiions
belter han Niagarn Escarp-
ment Commission, They are
Irusted by their clectors. If the
Province of Untario wanled
land use coptrols 1o preserve
lhe Niagara Escarpmenl, it
coultd have lold the municipadi-
lies 1o propose or (o amend
ingd use control bylaws in
avcordance with provineisl
guitielines 1o ensure the pre-
servalion of I escarpment,

‘The praple will not aceept
laned cumtrols propgesed  and
administercd by o non-elected
fumdy like Hhe Niagara Escarp-
menl Commissinn, says Shep-
herd.

frrior 1o 16l 129 an owner
hid the right touse s land for
any lwwliul purpose. He was
erlithed ter oy building permil as
o matler of right tf his inlended
s compfoed sedh the mgnge
pal liand use control bylaws.
Uider Bill 120, NEC has also-
lulee control over the right o
msue buthiling permils or 1o
pierrmt o change in use of
propeeriy. There s no guaran-
et Dol s owner will be given
permmssion Lo build, I he s
refused, of what value 18 his
L™ boe isks

The public already has ae-
gess 1o the escarpment. In
Mona Township, Lhe pruvinge
wl COntario pwas  Lhe areas

Farmers '‘harassed’
by NEC: OFA

Farmers in the Niagara Es-
ciargruaent area are beipg har-
rissed by the Niagara Escarp

o Federation of Agriculture
president Peler Hannom ol
Guelph

Mr. Hannaom muade 2he stte-
ment at the rally sponsored by -
the Niagara Fscarpmuent Cen
tral Batepayers Association
INECRA) al the Urangeviile
Hacewny Wednesday -

He was one of more than a
dozen speakers who soid they
were concerned about Joss of
individual property nights e
cause of NECU conirols and
about the “excessive -
mouwnts™ of land coming under
the conlrols

Mr. Honnam  praised the
clorts of NECEA membaers
amd sud prople iving i the
escarpmuent area nevded 1o
have a comumon veice in what

wils ddeseribed a5 just  the
tepinning”” of the Night against
SEC

iMher speakers al the rally
were overwhelmimgly in favor
of having NEC disbanded and
the dagara Escarpment Blan-
mng Act il e resemnded

e spraker Hobeet MeKes
sk MPTY iL-Grey), urged
the awbience to go o Queen's
Bark May 11 o hear debates
o private member's Il
desined ter hinit the pow ers of
NEC

Mro AMekessock sand he had
b trvang 1o have the Al
abolished for abaul the pasl
two e three vears bt peanied
oul that ooly 10 MPPs are
aflevied by NEC and there
st mueh support for bl
fiH

Mr MceKessock sadd his il
should effectuively proteel the
rights of tandowners, hut ot

least one farmer Said he didn't
AT

Len Watt, of Notlawasaga
Township sajd he thought the
Mehessock Bl was “a lot, of
nothang”™" because it left NEC
“still fecding on the 1axpayers
of the pravinece, "'

Mr Walts told the moeeling
Canadians can’t yfford such
Magran! violation of righls™ as
SEC contrals,

He cited the condrols us an
vrample of why people are
taking (heir money oul of
Canadi and said the Untaro
goviermnenl weuld no longer
be werthy of our suppaor!™ if i

permmilied the NEC praposals

to boevome Lw.

As o farmer, Mr Wall sad,
he fell that “eily prople” were
asking farmers 1o "supply Iree
reereation™ by sevkmng  to
place [armlands under the
coutrol of NEC.

Naturalists support need
to control escarpment

SN0l everyone 8 opposed to
having the Niagara Escarp-
ment Compussion CNECD
control of land use along the
escarpmenl, says a member of
the Fedecation of Cntario Na-
trahists 1FaIN

Mike Sigrlelon of Don Malls,
representimg FOMN, was inter-
viewwed alter o rally of the
Nungara Escarpmoent Central
Hatepayers Assoctahion (SEC-
HAL al Urangeville Haceway
Woednesday

Mr Siplelon sand bas 12,060
muesnber assoctation would hke
I see an Cessenbially contm-
wonls nalural belt™”  retamned

aleng the escarpment

He sadd, however, the natur
al Belt should be ereated with-,
oul depriving landowners the
right th control aceess to ther
Jand. .
Umnlrols of development, be
sabd, woulld ensure the preser-
valion of natural values of the
land and he suppested that
witllid b o the benefil of thae
landiwners

Hie said mest people bought
land on the escarpment be-
cause of the natural beauty,
and  the  proposed t.‘ul'l-tLrt!lF:
would “preserve the values for
which they had boeght ™

Petition fo

While one MPP s mustering
supporl for a privale moem-
ber’s bill tu limnit the powers of
Niagara Escarpment Commis-
slon (NEC) another has tabled
a petition in the Ontario leg- -
slalure calling lor the dissolu-
licn of NEC

A ralepavers”  associalion,
Niagara Escarpment Cenlral
Halepayers Associalion
INECHA), Wednesday called
for the dishanding of NEC and
on the same day, Eddwe Sar-
penl, tMPP L-Grey-Bruce)
was reported as saving he had
Fabled the petition

According to the reporl,
Mr Sargent saud ihe petition
contained thedsands of names
from residenls of Grey and
Bruce counties

- disband NEC

Mr Sargent lold  NECHA
rally a1 Orangeville Wednes-
day thal 75 per cent of the
escarpment was in the two
counties, :

The private member’s bill,
alrvady ¢irculaled by Robert
MoKessock, MPP 11.Greyi s
being dehatea an the legisla-
ture May 11

The sl provides for a reduc-
ton frum the aow-controlled
1.} mullion acres and further
provudes thal the povernment
witld have 1o buy any current-
Iv-vxisting Iats far wiuch
refused a development permut

NECRA has arranged char-
lered buses lo Queen's Park
for the detsatle and a strong
contingent of membess 1s ex-
pectid ta attend

Mr. Singleton said he
thought the controls now Being
imposed by NEC would “ul-
lniely” be relurned W the
municipalities’ "within a
planmng [rame work.™

Only wne of the estimated
3 000 persons al the rally voic-
el criticism of the format of
Ihe micling.

In & yuesuon period which
fullowed the speeches, an un-
idenbfiedd man said he had
heard a succession of argu-
ments againsl NEC voiced by
fandowners, lawyers and poli-
ticians and he asked why
fo-ane Rad spoken in lfavor of
NEC

NECHA president George
shepherd responded that NEC
chairman Tvor MeMullin had
been nviled to the rally but
hadn'l consented to attend.

where the escarpmenl is ex-
posed; about 3,000 acres. In
Mulmuce Township, there are
Provincinl parks on the Boyne
iver and on the Pine River,
People have access to the
escarpment for skiing at Blue
Mountains, he says.

There are muny other parks
or provincially owned Inneds
contaimng many thousands
afl acres thropgh the Niagora

Ksearpment  Planning  Area
whuere people can hike, fish
enjoy the scenery and nature.

Bill 129 gives Lhe povern-
men! power 1o exprapriafe an
owners Lind or parl of it to
establish o Bruce Trail route.
This power 15 unnecessary,
The Bruce Trafl Association
has greal sucecss in making
arrangements with privale
properly owners for a lrn)-
way, says Shepherd,

L3

Proposals only
preliminary: MPP

Preliminary proposals of the
Niagara Escarpment Commis.
siofi are just thal, says Juck
Johnsan, MPP (PC, Welling-
ton-Dufferin-Peeld, and affeet-
ed Jundowners shouldn't be
upsct until the government has
deall with the final legislation,

Mr. Johnson, ent of mure
thun o dozen speakers at Wed:
nisday’s Orangevilie rally of
the Niagara Escarpment Cen-
Iral Hatepayers Associalion,
was lhe only government
member 1o address the gather-
ing of an estimated 2,000,

"Some penple sald Lo woul-
tn'l have the: guls to show up at
this meeting,”” Mr. Jehoson
told the crowd which during
the night had been giving
standing ovations lo ecvery
spraker who criticized the go-
verpgimen! and the general
aitns of NEC

Mr Juhnson satd ke cume Lo
the meeling to convey the con-
cern of the governmenl for Lhe
problems of escarpment land-
wners.

He said the preliminary pri-
posals were published enly so
NEC could gel the reaction of
Ihe people te the proposals and
assured the gothering the con-
cerns of the pruple would be
taken ipte secoun! before the
finx] proposals were drafled
inlo Juw,

Mr. Johnson denied that Lhe
preliminary proposals were

entirely bad, and said 1hey
woere “oflen esinpatible™ with
Iocal town planning,

Horwever, Eddie Sargent,
MUE (L-Grey-Bruce) didn'
agres wilh Mr. Johnsaon.

T hive pever seen <9 much
injustice and dictatorship as
e WEC,” Mr. Sargent said.

alr, Sargent tuld the crowd
that The province s taken
eonlrol of about $13 billion of
land withoul campensaling 1he
wners fur their Joss of rights,

He said it seemed approp-
riate that the rally agamnst
wEC was being held at a race
track.

Mol le lose money at

the race track.' he xaid.

“But i you live in the
escarpmuen! orea you don'l
have t go to the races o get
cleaned oul or lose your shiet,*”
he soid.

Mro Sargent was cheered
when he called for gbolitien of
NEC, and cooed when he sug-
gested the alternative of ap-
poinling a Royal Comnmussion
tu investigale NEC,

Anvther Liberal MPP, Ro-
bert MocHessock of Grey, told
the meeling his private mem-
bBer's LI 1o reduce the pawers
of NEC would mean a hard
fight in the tegislature hecause
“only 190 members of the
legaslalure represenl arcas
that are affected by NEC
planning.

See additional stories
pages 6 and 26
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Hetty Woods, a Grade 11 sludent al Geergetown
tisirict high school, practices with the scheoel band in
preparation for an Arts Festival which the school is
presenting next Wednesday and Thursday evenings.

Musie, arl, 2 satirical revee and a lashion show are all
included :n the event
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Happy Mother's Day From Frank & Joe
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