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It didn't happen overnight. " Butl
somowhere along the way Canadians
woke up to the realizatien they didn’t
want tglose their heritoge, represented
by exnmples of buildings that pre-
dated their living memoerices; that
predated both world wars; the tuen of
the century; Confederation and back,
back inlo the too eoften forgolien
reaches of carly Canadian history. .

The post World War 11 philosaphy
wall that is new is good™, adopted by
many of the then emerging breed of
suburbanites and ex-urbanites was an
oversimplified os the philosophy ihat
“eyeryone is born equal”, This is no
to say much of the new architeclure is
had ¢r that housing designs have nol
Improved, or for that matier some
demclition is not necessary in the name
of progress, orderliness and good
planning.

But for n while it look as though to
serve “‘progress” many of Canada’s
irreplaceable landmarks woutd (fall
victims to the demolition hammer.
There were excellent precedents,
Entire blocks of buildings across the
country hod been delenceless objects
of scorn and derision until linally in the
name of new and higher assessment,
higher density and modernity the
bulldozer came nnd they were no mare.

With them went some gems of
Canada's heritage and history. From
the rubble emerged classy and glassy
structures which architects and
owners thought would likewise endure
the test of time.

Even cemelteries were not sacred or
secure from disruplion. People laid to
rest tor what was left of them! were
uprooted and moved to new localions to

make way [or new developments and
the saying “"Hest in Peace”™ lost ils
meaning - at least for some.

#ortunately, not all reminders of
the past were oblilerated in the rush 1o
give Canada a new look, which bore no
resemnblance to the old. Historical
societies, many with llitle support
outside thelr own ranks, were able to
save some of the shining examples of
the past. Various government and
quasi-government pgencies were able
1o save others and ad hoc organizations
rescucd stifl more with the hord won
aid of mercurial municlpal counclls.

There were solitary bulldings and
residential areas which in the cycle of
circumstance escaped the op-
portunistic invasion as their any of
depariure had not come Meaawhile
they provided oases of cheap housing
for low income [amilies. Some furiher
down the road to obscurity became flop
houses, while olhers were abandoned
altogether, Lheir windows boarded up,
while weeds grew in tongled masses
around them and they stood like
derelicts on a reel waiting for time Lo
wash them away.

These examples of once proud
addresses had all the ear-marks of th
slums of tomuorrow, of breding grounds
for crime: of eventual complete
abandonment and decay.

flut in many - if nol most - in-
stances 1t didn't happen.  Perhaps it
was a  mirocle. Perhaps sanity
triumphed. Inany event a combination
af factors af) had o hand in turning the
tide inciluding inflation, a new
reference for Canade’s heritage,
protest movemenis, the increasing cost
of gasoline, a new nwarcness of the
advantages of living closer ta the city
core, private und corperate perceplion
af the economic possibilities of
rescuing and reclaiming existing
huildings, and a movement toward o
simpler lifestyle.

There are now more than 7 nillion
housing units in Canadan, but only 1.2
million were huilt by 1920 or before and
only 2.3 million by 1'H5 or beflore. So
fully two-thirds of all dwellings are of
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retatively recent vintage viewed from
the slandpoint of life expeclancy.

But thousands of pre-1945 houses
were weeded oul to be repluced by
massive private or public housing
projects for as many as 12,000 residents’
on one site, ltke Toronto’s 5t James
Town development.

Similarly, hundreds of commercial
and indusirial premises wenl the same
route lo make woy for new shopping
centres or high-rise office towers or
mixed-use projects.

‘Frue, many of the demolitions und
their replacements were good for the
municipalities in which they occurred,
many were goof for business or good
for Canoda, such as Toronto's
futurlstic City Hall, Montreal’s Place
Ville Mariv, Calgary's Calgary Tower,
and Vancouver's Pacllic Centre.

Among the casualties in thls
decnde slone were Winnipeg's ormale
old city hall in 1971; Toronte's John G.
Howard Buoilding in 1976: Montreal’s
stately Vim flerne mansion in 1974 {lo
make way for vet another parking loby;
voncouver's Nek's Duoilding also in
1974; Saskaloon’s Standard Trust
Puilding in 1956, and many, many
athurs.

Biul back lo rescuing of cxisting,
alder well-constructed housing. Seme
individuals saw  the advantages of
baying such propertics guite often ol
very low prices tamong them the lale
newspaper  baron  [ord Thomson's
hoyhowd home near downtown
Toronte): gutling the inleriors and
replacing the electrical, plumbing and
heating svstemis. The renovations coslt
abadl the same as the purchase price,
with the result the owner had o new
house inside and the clegance of
yesteryear on the oulside.

The movement gathered
momentum in the 1960°s, {irst by In-
ghvidiads and then by companies which
waw Lhe advantages of bring whele
ocks of old resudences, muany of the
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row house variety, up to the safely
standards of today.

The momentum hos produced such
fire examples of resloration as
familton’s Hess Village ond lurned
former hippic havens like Teronlo’s
once-notorious Yerkville into soughl
after uddresses for boutiques and
accomimodation. The same thing hos
happed as far away as Sah Francisco's
Haight-Ashbury -- birththplace of the
hipple movement. Former near siums
or potentia]l slums have become
prestige addresses - and Lhat's not all
had.

Sections of downtown of some
ciliecs are follawing the trend by
recliiming, restoring and rejuvinsting
themselves, sometimes with govern
ment help, nolably in Ontorio and
Saskatchewan, and making them
places where the pedestrian is agair
king. Oshawa, Onlorio is a leading

~ exnmple. :

Wwhile Canada is admittedly in the
shadow ol Llhe United States in mony
ways, the rejuvinotion of it
residenlinl and commercial arcas It
nol one of them. A recenl U5, study
found there is o continuing cconomic
crosion of American cily  centres
refusing the assumplion & major
downtown renaissance is underway,
nased on isolated success stories.

ata compiled for the past-197
period By the Urban [nstitule in
Washington indicates the downlowr
areas of lhe U8, keep sliding downhill
while the suburbs are burgeoning.
CFOOYNOTE:  There has  been
much ado about higher average real
estate prices in Canada than in the US
Beeause propertics are more valuable
here. 3 makes cconomic svnse LC
revitalize them and convert them 1€
new uses in step with the limes, rather
than let them fall inlo decay nnd
depreciate in value.  This one [act
atone has probubly done us much ¢
prevent slum formition in Canada as
any alher
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A NEW SEASON OF HOME BUILDING HAS
STARTED AT MARYWOOD MEADOWS!

THERE ARE SOME GREAT NEW HOME PLANS
AVAILABLE.
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IMMACULATE

Everything you have always wanted. Brick L.-shaped 3 bedroom
bungalow, rec-room, hobby and taundry room, finished and
malntalned to perfection. Central alr conditioning, new humidifier,
appllances Included. Beautiful, extra deep lot plus inground kldney-
shaped pool. A must {osee.

*67,900.

T L TR
COUNTRY PROPERTY
On v; acre wlih inground pool, asking only
$79,900. The house - the yard - the pool . even
ihe separale 20x16 workshop is in move.in
conditlon. You owe |t to yourseld to inapech
this sharp piace. Call Rudy Cadleux, 877.8244
or 453-8454,

sidesplit with family room, One of the mast
wanted models In an excetlent lacation close
10 Centennial School, This home comes wilh
ihe § appliances and the water solfener af no
extracost. Call Rydy Cadleux 8778744 or 453
a454.

EXECUTIVE HOME
A company fransfer |3 permitting vs 10 olier
this well appointed home situated in one of
the mos! deslrable (ocalions of town, For
delails or private showing coll Rudy Cadicux
451 8454 or BF7-0144,

7 FOR 1 SALE 544,700,
That's right 2 full 125x175° lols come with 1hls
lovely 31 bedroom  solid brick bungalow
siluvated close to town, 1f Interested in hat
cxira land to do what you always had ln mind
here's your chance. Call Rudy Cadfeux B77.
Aj44 or 453-B454,

For information on any of ihe above call:
RUDY CADIEUX, Res.: B77-8244 or
Bus.: Polzler Real Estate Ltd. 453-B454

ASKING ONLY $37,300.
Mol a townhouse but a large sem| with a very
targe backyard backing onlo a ravine. Any
first time buyer should moke a point to see if.
Call Rudy Cadieux, 453.8454 or 6778744,
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Your very first Home? Consider these possibilities.
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DEMAND THE BEST

And the best Is what you'll get when
you buy a home on exclusive
MULLEN PLACE. Uncrowded
beautiful large lots for the home
you‘ve been dreaming about. See the
very special “one of a kind” models
now being built. MULLEN PLACE,
now there’s a place far YOU. Prices

SQUEEKY CLEAN

End wunit 3 bedroom townhouse.
School and shopping are right across
the road. Stove and frig Included. 9%
percent first mortgage.

126 *43,500

YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF

To inspect this fully broadloomed
comfortable Condominlum home,

Qulet location and parking right
behind the door. Terrific value at a

low
127 43,900

POPULAR STYLE

vz storey, § wedroom house, lots of
space, blg country-style central
kitchen plus terrific soll for your
vegetable garden. Vendor has
bought, s0 make an offer.

128 $49.900

BRIGHT AND WHITE

On the outside, snug as a bug within, 2
storey with 3 bedrooms. Clean alr and

rolling hills all around. Maybe It's
YOUR chance of a {lfetime.

129 *49,900

Lovealy street townhouse located In
Brampton. Fully owned, so there’s no
malntenance fee. Looking like new,
with spacicus rooms and some terrific
extras. Reduced to

130 *53,900

RANCH STYLE HOME,
BIG COUNTRY LOT

Ulira clean 3 bedroom home,
{ireptace In living reom, completely |}
finished basement pius over-sized 2
car garage. ideal for workshop, Only

131 *79.900

LOTS AND LOTS OF LOTS
ATTENTION HOME BUILDERS

Building lot In town, very reasonable.
Owner must sell. Phone for detalls.

132 -
LOVELY HILLSIDE LOT

Only minutes from town. The view |
fantastic any time of the vyear.

. Fantastic setting for your own special
home.

133
‘COUNTRY BUNGALOW

Perfect location for easy commuting.
Large main tloor famlly room, large
dining room plus lovely formal llving
room with marble fireplace, detached
double garage - workshop.

135
FOR ANTIQUE LOVERS ONLY

138 years old and in beautiful shape.
Authentlc country store with a history
and now completely restored, in-
cluding genuine antique counters and
display cases. Includes a very com-
fortable 2 bedroom apartment with all
modern conveniences. See It now.

Asking _
136 102,000
PARKLIKE SETTING

3 acres of trees and lawns, 20x40
Inground pool, greenhouse, 2 car
garage PLUS: large rambling home,
flve bedrooms, cathedral celling,
fireplaces and much more. You'll

lave it.
137 119,000
MARVELOUS TREED LOT

Mature trees and river at rear of
property, unique design and quality
bullt. 341t. seml-circular living recom,
custom flreplace, 19 ft. master
bedroom with walk-In and bath c¢n-
sulte. Quiet ¥ acre treed lot, 2 min.
from plaza. 138

877-015

ANNY DRISCHLER  877.914%,
AUDREY DAVIES 877.8157
ANNE PETO 877.924%8
CORING DEPADLI  977.7%74
NERALEGERE 877.0043
SALLY REED B77.4350
JON IORGE 877-5345
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Each office is independently owned and opcrated.




