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" Georgetown may be gaining
recognition gs the home of the
crazy boal race, but this boat
is too big for that race,

It is 35 ft. 8 in. long. It Is
made of galvanized stee). And
it will be the floating home of
the Rattenbury family when
they realize their dream and
set off to cruise the South
Paocific. Whether that happens
in two or three years or takes
even longer will depend on
many things including the a-
mount of time John Ratten-
bury has lo [inizh the interio
of his craft. .

John and Karla Rattenbury
have been planning this eruise-
for eight years and cefuse lo
speculate on exactly when
their departure will take place,
All they say is they have lo get
prepared before they set off,
For thal reasons they won't
be pinned down to any ¢xact
time,

However, when the vacht is
missing from ihe converted
dry dock that used to be their
driveway that will be a hint
that departure lime is ap-
proaching. S5ince the bare steel
hull welghis 10,000 pounds
prier to finishing and piling
gear aboard, the only way to
shift it from Hewson Crescent
io its launch site will be vin a
crane ond a {loat,

Mr. Rattenbury says thal it
will be laken away very early
in the spring before the ground
thows so 1hat the ¢rane won't
sink. It will be launched into
Georgian Bay and the family
wiil spend the summer aboard
working out last minute de-
tails, checking navigational e-
quipment and generally ascer-
taining that their trovelling
plans are working as hoped.
Thenin the fall of the year they
will depart for the Caribbean
and eventually the South Paci-
fic.

Many people consider cruls-
ing the world to be the stuf{ of
dreams. Not so says Mr. Rat-
tenbury.

"It takes & jol of delermini-
tion 10 really make the break
with the system. You might net
realize it until the point comes
when you have to de it,” he
30ys.

Mr. Hattenbury warns -
would-be travellers thal this
sorl of dream is not o be
undertaken on the spur of the
moment, He has known peeple
who jumped in without investi-
gating and the results were
disastrous,

The Rattenbury's planning
began when they decided thal
the system wasn't giving lhe
type of life they wanted. It was
o matter of arranging their
priorities so they could save as
much as possible lowards a-
chieving their dreams. Then
they began shopping around to
{ind a boat thal would suil
them, They are s3]l shopping,
comparing prices for the ma-
terinls they need lo complete

The hull is the first round
stegl hulled beatl 1o be built,
Mr. Hattenbury snys. Usually
hulls are built with angles but
the “saft chine' technique de-
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veloped by Huromle Metal
Industries, of Goderich, elimi-
nates these ond results in a
smooth line,

The yacht known as p Goder-
ich 35 was deslgned by an
ex-Hamiltonian named Ted
Brewer who is one ol the
leading designers of crulsing
yachts and now lives in Maine,
Although there was a design
for the cabln space included In
the plans Mr. Ratlenbury has
made his own deslgn to con-
serve space and locale areas
mast conveniently for his fa-
mlly. The design has caught on
and others are now ordering
the same yacht but with his
interior plans, he finds,

The Ratlenburys will be aa
sell-sufficicnt as possible when
they set off. Their stove will
burn diesel fuel as doea lheir
emergency motor but slnce
they can only carrv 70 aklons
of fuel they will depend on the
wind whenever possible, They
will carry 120-150 gallons of
waler which they feel will keep
four people golng for Six
weeks.

Since the propeller will be
turning away even when they
are using their sails they will
rig 11 for generating power for
electrical equipment. Mr. Rat-
lenbury feels solar energy 18
the most efficient source of
power once the technigue is
perfected but for now it s
expensive,

They hope lo install 3 ham
radio as well as stereo equip-
ment so that they will have
conlact with land no matler
where they are, The stereo will
provide entertainment and al-
so allow their children to use
cassettes in their education,
The enly thing they'll lack will

be television and they don't

fee] thal to be much of a
handicap. ‘
When John ond Karla began
planning lor the break their
chijdren. Janet 5, and Mark, 2
hadn't been born, Thelr arrival
however, has only added o
dimension to lheir planning.
Ontario has cne of the reatly
good correspondence course of
vducation available in Canada,
Mr. Rattenbury says, and they
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Skeptlcs who wonder about the valldity of the tales they hear about the
boat on Hewson Crescent con stop wondering. 1t Is for real and It is for the
ocean, Dul not Just yet. Huromic Melal Industries dellvered a 35-foot

mily to set sail for S
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galvanized stee) crulsing yacht to John and Karla Ratlenbury lasl week and

will put their chlldren inta 8.

They are already picking up
tdeas for education projects
they coan use while they are
travelling and feel that by the
time they return home their
youngsters will have learned
much thal can never come
from lexts.

“We plan te stop off n couple
of months al a time wherever
the fancy sulls us,” he says,

“and we'll plug our kids into -

the Jocal school while we're in
porl. The social conlact will be
good for them. As while, An-
glo-Saxons they'll probably be
a minarity in tnost of the
places we go."

Mr. Rattenbury is Aus-
tralian by birth and an engi-
neer by profession, although
he now works in cemputers
and admits he has tried all
kinds of things in his travels.

Mrs. Raltenbury was born in
the Maritimes and raised in
Ontario. She is o teacher, Both
of them grew up around sall
water and their children have
been sailing [rom a very early
age. Juhn and Karla also scuba
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dive.

How do you afford such a
dream as they have? Again
Mr. Ratienbury stresses plan-
ning and deciding on priorities.
Shopping arcund and accept-
ing the plans withoul seeing an
pciunl yacht to judge from
enabled him to order his God-
erich 35 for a fair price in
December, 1976, Inflation has
made rfonsense out of any
prices he had on costs for
compleling the interior. Once
lhey aclually get underway
they expect (o get by on
reughly $5.000 annually. The
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figure jibes with those of
others who are on this sort of
c¢ruise now, he says, and points
put thai taxes, utilities and
heat which are the cscalatling
costs most people Tace wlil no
longer apply to them. Thelr
main expense will be food and
thesy'll live on what happens to
be available in the part of the
world they're visiling, he says.

Over and aver Ar. Ratten-
bury siresses the importance
af plunning befare undertaking
such an adventure. He's plan-
ting a row uf trees along the
edge of his drive fo hide the
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strange grey boat that hod
driverr rubbernecking so bad
Iy he was afrald there would be
an accident in front of his
home before people got used to
seeing il.

Things are settling down, bul
he doesn’t wanl the neighbors

outh Pacitic

unhappy with the view he's
giving them. Once the weather
warms up, he'll have it paint-
ed, From there on the work
will ull be Inside and nobody
will know how he's progressing
until the day it gets hauled
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The costis ndt so much 10 bulld your soll up”

Your chance to win big prizes

Now thu Apdl 30

they will spend the next couple af years (itting up the Interlor Into llving
quarters for themselves and thelr two children before they embark on thelr
irip to the Carihbean and the South Pacllic,

if you have a "pet”’ plant,
you can be the lucky winner
of a resort vacation in Mexico,
irips o the 1979 Tournament
of Roses. or an FID GGreen lbbon
Plant “mate” for your "pel” plant. No
purchase necessary, Just stop in our
Shop today ond plck up your
official entry formi

We really get around . . . for you!
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A great casual featuring comfortable
3 eye-tie, moc toe, brown suede
leather uppers, padded collars and
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Available at the following locations oniy

2499 Egtinlon Ave. East
Scarborough
267-6619

3770 Lawronca Avo. East,
Scarborough
439.2671

3 Queon St. Norih
Streotsville

826-4250

900 Alblon Road
Raxdale
741-4801

222 Guelph Streal
Georgotown
B77-6333




