Your Moming Smile

Pleasing or Splting?
Somelimes it's hard tao tell’
whether @ man is trying to
be successful in order to
please his wife or {o spite his

mofher-in-law.
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Rally planned for NEC plen opponents

By BOBRUTTER
Herald staff wriler
.. The possibllity exists of org-
anized opposition In Halton
Hills toward the Implementa-
tion of preliminary planning
proposals for the Nlagara Es-
carpment.

Severol area landowners nt-
tended a meeting of the Ning-
ara Escarpment Central Rate-
payers Association (NECRA)
Thursday to learn what efforts
have been taken by landown.
ers nerth of Halton Hills
through Dufferln, Simcoe,
Grey and Bruce Counties,

“We went up there more as
observers and just to see what
wns happening there,”
Georgelown lawyer and .

. .. ‘resident Bill Mander-
son sald.

He said a local group may
farm fetlowing a rally planned
by NECRA in Orangeville May
3. Billed as o chance to stop the
Niagara Escarpment Com-
mission {NEC) the rally is
expected to have busloads of
residents attend from along
the entire 450-mile long escarp-
ment planning area.

Meanwhile The Herald has
learned that the Cencerncd
Citizens of Terra Cotta will be
holding a mecting with the
Niagara Escarpment Commis-
sion at Ceeditview school May
r 4

Interim chairman Art Rice
says the meeting is open to
anyone who lives in the Chel-
tenham, Terra Cotta, Haollen
Hitls and Inglewond arens, and
who believes his land has been
d;:va!ucd by the proposed NEC
pian.

NEC rep“es:

Didn't exceed limit,

He also cited loss of legacy
and ¢liminatlen of rellrement
jncome {rom land ns reasons

why area residents may wish,

to altend, :

NECRA has been In the
forefront of organlzed opposit-
ion toward the planning propo-
sals, President George Shep-
herd, of Shelburne, addressed
more than 730 pcople at an
NEC meeting in Wiarion. in
March calling the planning
proposals '‘the great lan-
dgrab," o term used by MPP
Eddie Sargenl during debate
in the legislature on the NEC
Acl.

NECRA sees the plan, prop-
osed following almost f{ive
years of study, as resulling in a
basic erosion of basic landow-
ners rights.

*“In normat ond just society
the NEC has exceeded limits of
authority in attempting to im-
pos¢ undemocratic conlrols,™
the associolion states in o
prepared slatement.

NECIIA in consort with a
nerthern ratepayers ossocia-
tion in Bruce and Grey Count-
ies, and the Property Owner's
Rights Association in the Nia-
gara peninsula, is seeking (o
abolish the Niagara Escarp-
menl Commission, the propos-
ed NEC plan and the legislat-
ion which created the comimis-
sipn,

NECRA is nlso recommend-
ing a return to local municipal-
ilies of planning centrol to
ensure Jocal needs and prov-
ince-wide recreational needs.

Seclions of the Bruce Trail
through Bruce County, Halton
Hills and the Niagara penins-

not undemocratic

The Niagara Escorpment
Commission (NEC) has nol ex
~cecded jts authordty, nor has it
attempled to impose undemo-
cratic controls on Lindowners,
commission chairman J. Ivor
McMullin says.

'"“The preliminary proposals
of the commission are just that
- preliminary -- they have
been put out for public discus-
sion to help in preducing o land
use plan,” Mr. McMullin says.

The legislation under which
the commission was formed
waos appreved by a “*defmocrat-
ically elected legislature,” he
said. *It includes in it opport-
unities for public input te the
planning process that exceed
those which apply to even local
official plans,”

He reiterated the position of
the NEC that no acquisition of
lands for the Bruce Trail Loke
place without consent from
Jandowners.

A spokesman within the
commlssion explained that the

eeling is that the (roil should
stabilized 'by any reason-
able way and if a handshake is
satisfaciory that's fine.”

He eold about 33 per cent of
Lthe present tratl s now In
public ownershlp and regard-
ing the nequlsitlon of addition-
al lands It is “the NEC thought
that over the years this could
become public lands.”

He siressed that the NEC
proposals only note an opti-
mum route aleng the escarp-
ment,

“It was the ﬂEprE\‘:im!_un in
1973 that o consistent, orderly
plan for the Ningara Escarp-
ment could not be evelved by

leaving it up te the many

municipalitles in the planning
area,' Mr. McMullin said.

*A number of these munici-
palitics still have no local
munlcipal plans, although con-
slderable progress has been
made in municipal planning In
the escarpment area in the last
three or four yeors."”

Mr. McMullin siressed thal
the NEC planning acl contains
“a number of provisions lo
ensure fair play and natural
justice’” for lnndowners,

“In the preparolion of the
NEC plan there are a number
of steps that are required by
~ the act to ensure fair ploy and
the exercise of natural just-
[ee,' he sald.

The prellminary prup-uﬁn!:.
released by the commission in
February repredent *an extra
step, not even required by the
act, lo seek public and munlc-
ipal tnput before a pmpmcd
plan is produced.”

A statutory period of fermal
public response will take place
after the proposed plan is
formulated,

Mr, MeMullin says 1t would
be difflcult to inform all land-
owners within the NEC plan-
nlng area. The area lakea in
2,000
an mﬁ%ﬁlu by one NI Bpok-
esman revealed a cost of
$10,000 to conlact owners in
“one county section of the plan-
ning ares,

. disappeinted, however,

re miles of land and

"One might reasonably exp-
ect that during the normal

course of development of the,

NEC plan most, if nol all
property owners wili become
aware of their positions in the
planning aren.

He takes the position that
preparation of the plan will not

have a “deirimental effect on
property valucs in the escarp-

ment planning area."”

“Rather, it is suggested that

the opposite is true. That prop-
erly values will be enhanced,”
he said. “"True there will be
some developers who will he
this
was to be expected.” ..

Mr. McMullin says all plan-
ning results in seme form of
conirol over [and use and the
NEC will be no different,

“The preliminary proposals
put cut by the NEC do not
impose restrictions that are,
on the whole, very much more
severe than thase that might
expect 1o be Imposed were
planning conducted by the loc-
al munjeipality.”

He said in some cases the
NEC proposals are recognized
n3 2 relaxing of existing cont-
rols.

Responding directiy to Nia-
gara Escarpment Central
Ralepayers Association
{NECRA) President George
Shepherd's charge that land-
owners are sullering hards-
hips aver the inlerim develop-
ment contrgl while the plan
was developed, Mr, McMullin
said:

“In faci, 90 per cent of the
application for development
are belng approved and a
number of those that are not
approved would unlikely have
been approved by municipalit-
ies had there been no develop-
meht controls.”

Disapprovals result primar-
ity from other factors such as
no road frontage and health
unit tefusal to certify the
development.

f{e said that under the devel-
apmant cantrol process a hear-
ing officer is appoinied by the
minister of housing, not the
provincial secretary for resou-
rces development responsible
for the NEC.

““This is set up this way to
ensure an independent view of
the sltuation.”

The hearing officer assemb-
les evidence in detail to report
to the housing minister so that
the minister’s decision is bas-
ed on all available evidence,
Mr. McMullin soys this s
similar to the appeals heard by
the Ontario Municipal Board
{OMB) and he believes hear-
Ing officers will be members of
the OMB.

He said the NEC has recom-
mended that planning cantrols
be returned to local munleipal-
ities except for “'a natrow
cenlral arca nbout the scarp.

He added that the Plannlng
Act and the NEC Development
Acl recognlze the rights of
ownership consistent with the
need for praper planning.

ula have been closed by land.
owners opposcd e the plan.

“The COntario government
should completely abandon the
concepl of a continuous corrid-
or {rom Niagaras 1o Tober-
mory,” NECHA belleves.

They should acquire lands
wherein  only substantial
blocks of rough sreas can be
assembled inte parks to satisfy
all types of recrealion compil-
ible with a given area.™

Al no time, . the brief addres-
sed 1o the commission and the
Ontario government states,
sheuld Ontario or the NEC
“consider acquiring a tran or
corridor through private lands
an behalf of or in consort with
any group or associalion.”'

|

Halton-gurhmgton MPEP Jul-
inn Heed recenlly mel with
escarpment landowners in the
Terrn Colta aren 1o help in
proleciing Their interesls,

Opponents of the NEC plan
are protesting the right lo
expropriate in the sStrongest
possible lerns, he sard, )

“Lfell st was akin to the final
insult 1o the landewners who
by their own generasity had
maintained handshake agree-
menls 1o allow the Bruee "Frail
to pass through their land and
now stand to have that proper-
ty confliscaled Bevause of Lheir
penerosity.””

Mr. Heed 5aid he's sympath-
elie toward landowners being
found in this silualivn. He

L}
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Whalt's for dessert? Puplls in grades 2 and 3 at Park school in
Georgetown travelled into the past Inst weck to sample pieneer hife. Their
lessuns that day were in the fashion of the ald one-room school, which really
e ~nstumes like the pioncers. Highlight of the day

isn't that ald; and they wor

fgrees with the NECRA view
that a **¢lear cul stu’thm‘lt of
ownership of lund,” is aeeded,

Should approval be granted
for expropriation of property
along the irail, “landowners
will be lefl with nothing more
than the right 1o be sued and
pay taxes "

Girey Liberal MPP Bob Me-
Kessock has thrown legislative
suppart behind opponents of
the NECU plan by introducing a
privite member's bill 1o be
heard May 11 calling for the
NEC planning area to be reda-,
ced in size 1o encompass only
e scarp and scarp prolection
arens

The hill, which by tradition
has very liltle hope wof being

senl to committee, also would
require the NEC 1o become
subject 1o Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB) gppeal and al-
Iow all present developable
fots along the escarpment,
mitside of the pratective area,
the right ta development per-
mits.

The development righl
would only extend 1o those
propertics existing on Feb. 14,
1978, unless the government
wilhin one year gave notice of
purchase al a fair market
value

Mr. Reed soid ovwnership
control overland has diminish-
ed “not by [legistation but
inlent.” Boih the NEC plan
and the draft plan for the

A LOOK BACK IN TIME ,
wils 4 pioneer meal of baked beans, brown bread and for desser!, haked

apples. Lesking onin anticipation are Inn Handy, 8, and Bonnic Clark, 7. More
© pietures and story inside,

parkway bell are examples of
this planning by intent,

He said an atlempt is now
being made by Ontario Hydro
in exproprizte land in the
parkway belt near Millon at
less than fair marke! value,
and similarly eonservation au-
thorities have told owners that
lands designaled within the
NEC arena can’t be used for
development.

le said people living outside
these areas should also be
concerned because 'they may
hecome subject 1o the same
kind of approach in fulure if
the governmenl gels away
wilh jt."

Mr. Shepherd says: “The
pultlie should be informed that
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Acton band receives $4,860

Finance administration
commiilee has recommended
a $.860 grant for Acton
Citizens' Hand

Commiltee by a 3-2 vole also
recommended Monday the
repeal of a 20-year-old bylaw of
the lormer tawn of Acton
which provided through a half-
mill levy on assessment a Mund
for the annual maintenance of
lhe Acton Citizens’ Sand and
the Acton Junior 19pe Band

The repeal of Lhe bylaw, if

~passed by council, means the

hand will have to apply an-
nually for a grant to continue
operaling. _
Handmaster Guorge Ellall
led a delegation of seven band
moembers dressed in thelr

“ scarlet and blue uniforms (o

tell the committee that the 106-
year-old hand, believed to be
the  oldest r:ﬁntirmusly
operating citizens' band in
Ontario, could not cut $i,500
from il budget as caunci) had
requesicd last week.

“The cul tn grant proposed
fer the Acton band condemns it
to & slow death and oblivision
in five years time,"” Mr. Ellioti
said. The amount requested is
the minimum required fo keep
lhe Band operating and in
‘support of his contention, Mr,
Elliott cited o number ol
points.

The band has its own
practice halH built and
maintained by the band, he
sald. As well, the band lnst
year roised $5,085 on lts own
and with a malching grant
from Wintario purchased lwo
new instruments.

He said the hand alse raikes
the money it needs for tran-
sportation oround Aclon 1o
sing Christmas carols, to sing
for the residents of Halten
Centenninl Manor in Millen
and to cnler the Canodian
Natienal Exhibition boand
campetition.

Mr. Elliott explained how
lhe siructure of the band
diffcras from the leorgelown
Girls' Pipe Bond ond the now

defunetl Georgetown Cillzens’
Band.

He said the practice hali s
used by 14 local groups for
social events wnich fhey
eouldn’t afford if it wasn't for
the presence of the hall. ast
year the hall rentals turned o
profit.

“The band offers instruclion,

anid an opportomty  fo par-
neipate inoa type ol culteral
artivity  whiech  no  ather
municipally supported group
does,” he said U Adults o
parficular bhenefit from par-
bierpation heciause usually they
are asked to poy taxes which

nnly support aciivities almost
exvlusively restricted {o young
propie.

“Band instruction and the
apportunity Lo play are offered
free of charge 1o all comers
regardless  of  personnd
financial position, men,

wonmen, boys, girls whole
families all con and do par-
tieiate.

In concluding Mr. Ellictt
potnted out that the band plays
fer free ol civie events and
eelebrations.

Region fixing collection system
after leachate reported in river

There {s some conflusion i
this lime of year between
leachate and surface water
runoff, says Daonald Morrier,
manager of operations and
runtenance of Haltan region.

Mr. Morrier was cammenl-
ing on reports that leachale is
running off the landfill site on
Armstrang Avenue in George-
town into 1he Credil River.

"There is some," Mr. Mor-
rier told The Herald. *'Bu! we
arcein the process of extending

the leachate collection
lem."”

The exlension is 013 Lhe south
-east side of the site parallel to
e CNH lracks ond is the
second phase of Lthe ¢ollection

syslem, he said.

SY8-

Earlier there wag o problem
wilh slope failure and (he
feuchate collection system had
o be redesigned. At o very
rouph guess,” the system will
be Tinished belore Junoe.

Once completed the system
will tuke all the leachate, he
said. *'In fact at this paint of

lime, it only pumps u small

amount because of o lack of
quantily."

Leachate is usually generat-
ed below the surface and in
snme cases breaks out of the
sitle and invelves slorm waler
run off, Mr. Morrier sald.

“As soon as we find il, we
Like stepa Lo prevent [t from
guing inlo the river."

Police investigating vandals
attacking Harrison school

Halton Regional police were
catled to investignte 2 break-n
at Hacrisen school which oc-
curred overnight Sunday and
resulted in considerable mess
but only miner damage to the
butiding,

Vaondals stelc some money,
ransucked desk drawers, pou-
red flourescent correcting lig-
uid on a desk and public
address system, and threw
‘black stencil ink about the
s hool office.

They also loock [ruit juice
from the. relrigeraior in the
aladl launge and splashed [t
nbout the ream nnd painted
obscenities on chalk boards
and foors.

Entry was gained by break-

ing a window which had al-
ready been broken and temp-
orarily boarded up Inone of the
classroams, pallce say.

Halten board of education
plant operntions supervisor for
the north area Art Burrill says
cleaning up lhe damoge cost
very little since only onc per-
san was called in on overtime
and other caretokers were
used who normally would be
working during the day.

Mr. Burrill {inds the lype of
domuge dene to be more dist-
urbing than the amount ol it
and winrns that Hoarrigson s one
of the schools wlhich wlll be
“"bugged' this year.

A signolling device touchea

off an alarm at o central point
which results in the police
being sent 1o Lhe schoo! and the
culprits are “usually caugh!
red-honded before they have
time (o do much domage," Mr,
Burrills says.

tHalton has already installed
the system which notifics aul-

horities of burglary, heat loss
or fire in 63 of its schoo!s and

Harrizson will be added to the
list probably by Seplember,

Studenis were kept out of the
building for the ecarly part of
Monday murning until the obs-
cenities were cleaned up, but
clnsses were back to normal
by morning recess.

Police arestll invest lnuil ng.

-
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Besides the extension of the
colleclion system, the region is
using o clay seaier al poinis
he

where the leachate leoks,
said,

"Even though there is |eac-
hate going in, and we aren’t
Mr. Morrier
said, “we are taking all steps

condoning 1l,”

to stop the leachate.”

He safd the region and the
minisiry of environment hove
been tnking water sumples for
testing for the past five ycars.

the Niagara Escarpmuent Plan-
ning and Development Act is b
clear iflustration of the Ontario
governmeni's deninl of fair
play and natural justice to the
Jandowners affecled by the
Act."”

He says the government was
told in (973 before the Acl was
passed that il “waos a danger-
ous erosion of individual rights
and liberties, but the minister
replied that it was too late lo
amend.”

“Since there have been no
remedinl amendments since
passage, the public can as-
sume that the gavernment in-
tends to deny fair play lo
landowners.”

Mr. Shepherd quotes former
Ontario treasurer John White,
whe introduced the Jegislation
as saying: “Some people ask-
ed why lhe province will nol
acquire the enlire escarpment.
Such an acquisition would
mean owning 1.3 million acres
al a ¢us! of more than $3

 biltion.”

Mr. White also stated: *We
have chosen an alternative
lhat will be far less expensive,
while accomplishing all the
abjectives that ownership
would accomplish., What we
have designed is a planning
syslem [eaturing strong land
use regulations plus  public
ownership where necessary.”

Mr. Shepherd charges that
the NEC legislalion “accompl-
ishes the same resull os expr-
opritalion; the government
has conirol over the use of
land.”

. Final decision of hearing
review 15 conducted by a cab-
inel minister, but Mr. Shep-
herd questions whether such
decisions made following con-
sultation with stalf is a “denial
of the firslt rule of natural
justice whach stipulates that a
tribunal sha)l be without bias.”

“We all know that the minis-
ter in Lthis case would seek the
advice of those who studied
and priluced these programs
in the firsl place, and these
discussions will take place not
at an open heating as required
by natural justice, but in an
arca not accessible to citizens
affected ~ an area often refer-
red 1o as 4 "backroom”.'"

This denies the citizen the
right Lo have the person mak-
ing the decision to hear the
evidence, he says.

“Public interest has become
an ecological frill,”” Mr, Shep-
herd said. “I1 has evalved
fram protecling people to pro-
lecling land.™

While the province may bel-
jeve il is too expensive lo
acquire land, the landowner
must bear the cost, he says.

Governments now pay com- PO
- pensation for lands used for

roads, “If this ncw public
intercst is so important that it
must be prolected, then the
governmenl should be requir-
¢4l to pay for it just as 1t pays
for the protection of any public
interest.”

George Roberls, president of
the Hruce Trat]l Association,

snid in the association spring
newsletter that the NEC had
done an “'excellent job'* on the
Bruce Trail section of the
proposals.

“N's recommendations in-
clude provision of a feoipath
and trajlwny along am opti- -
mum route which has been
identifled, public access in
perpeiuity, provision for
campsites and parking areas,
regulation in heavily used
areas and mainlenance,” he
adds, .

“Gradual acquisition of the
entire trailway is proposed, as -
is legistation limiing walklng,
skitng and snowshoeing, al-
lowing campsiles only al de-
signaled campaites and except
at supervised campsiles, mak-
ing use of portable stoves
mandalory.”

tie says the trail association
has a three-member commil-
iee investigating the proposals
released in the preliminary
NEC plan and a submlssion
will be made to the commis-
sion.

Associallon secretary Ray
Lowes, of Hamilton, said the
association has been receiving
access refusals from a number
of small landowners in the
Niagara peninsula and near
Singhampien bul he denied.
that these closings of sections
of the trail route are signifi-
cantly large.

Mr. Lowes area club presi-
dents have been asked to com-
ment and a clearer picture
should be known when all
member clubs respond.

[n the Grimsby area where
several closings resulied,
many of the landowners sub-
mitied simifar forms with-
drawing permission for agcess
across privale property.

‘Il was obvipus that these
people had been asked at some
meeting to sign these because
they were en the same ferm,"”
he said.

He said individual contact by
Bruce Traill members with
many owners showed “'most
signed i1 a5 a prolest rather
than because of the trail; as
some sort of hammer against
the (Niagara Escarpment)
COMImIssion.

“YWe are delng our best to
plead with owners not to turn
off the Bruce Trail because it
will be a disservice o the
thousands of Canadians that
need the trail to keep sane,’” he
said,

Mr. Lowes, also one of clght
citizen members of the coms-
mission and an individual in- .
strumental in the establish-
ment of the trail, said he ho
owners, "'won’t be suck
and use the trails as a wea-
n.'". He emphasizes that the
Bruce Trail Associaticn is not
*'in bed wilh the commission."

The Bruce Trail Association
has three goals:

--to draw atfention to the uni-
que {eature of the escarpment

-t develop a walking route
along the escarpment;

--and tg promole outdoor ed-
ucation among Canadians,

About The Hills

School purchase?

Halton Hilts will ask Halton board o1 cqucation i we
town can purchase the Chapel Street school property. The
hoard had originally offered the site to the town but the
offer was turned down. A poriion of the slie was sold to St,
John’s Unijted Church for use ng a parking [ol.

Reset clocks

Daylight saving time begins this Sunday. Clocks
move ahead on hour at 2 a.m. We won't catch up on that
missing hour of sleep until October.

Students donate

Centennial middle school student councl] presented
vlieques last week to lour charliles as a resuil of the soc-
cess of the skale-o-thon in February. Musculsr Dystrophy
Assoclation of Cunada recelved §700, The Georgetown YM-
YWCA 3500, the Canadlan Cancer Soclety $400, and Red
Uross Youlth §300. The students ralsed 38,100 durlng the
event. The remainder of Lhe {tnda will be used for 2chool
uniformea and stedent aciivitles.

Focal hearing Nov. 6
Nov. 6 has been set as the dale for resumptlon of

Samples have been tuken a few
feel downstreamn of the sile
and the leachate 15 “undetect-
able.™

The minisiry of environment
has been aware of this prob-
lem, & spokesman said Maon-

Y.
Leachate has been a prob-
lem for & number of years al
the landfill slle, said HKen
Hogg, "'but you nced Lo keep in
mind the magnltude.”
Mr. Hogg sald the Credit

River is monitored periodical-
ty and minlstry officlals have
met with Hellon region to
correci the problem,

"The major volume of effl-
uent eaving Lhe site is storm
run off," he gaid. "It's basical-
ly storm water."

He said the technical support
sectlon of the ministey will be
tuking waler samples {from the
Credlt River after the leachute
collection aﬁut:m is compleled
to se¢ il there 13 0 reduced
impact on the river.

Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) hearlngs into the matter
betweer: Halton Hills and Focal Propertles Ltd. The
hearingh were adiowrned last November after Focgl
Properties Lid, a subsidlary of SB. M in
Associales, pn.scnted its arguments ont why It should be
allowed to proceed with conatructlon of 1,840 homes south
of Silver Creck. When the hearings resume, the town will
present Its side of the argument,

Wins at science fair

Georgetown district high school student Mark
Rebinson came in second at the Hamilton and District
Science Falr with o computer project. The compuler,
which used n video monilor, was used lo plot the course,
velocity, and rale of aceeleratlon of a ball from a
specllied helght and preduced a teletype print-out which
showed all the information on the screen In the form of
a graph. Mork is also entered in the upcoming Onterio
Sclence Falr in Sudbury,

Litter gitter

At 10 a.m, Saturday Brownies and Giides from Lhe
Haollan region will begln a Litter Gltter blitz in Acton,
Georgetown, Glen Williama, Limehouse, Milton
and Norval, McDonald's Restaurants In Georgetown and
Mllton will be awarding hamburger and soft drink coupons
to the EI"DUP which collects the most |ltter.




