Johnson and Barber set world title as

By TONY PANACCI
Herald sports editor

Far 11 months of the year
Kris Barber wakes up at slx In
the morning 50 he can be at
Centre I¢e Arena ln northern
suburban Toronto by seven to
skate for two hours with hls
partner Kelly Johnson. The
twoe then go thelr separate
woys until a quarter to 11 when
they skate for another hour
and a half. During the summer
months Kelly and Kris get
together for one tmore skating
session in the evening.

“There are some mornings
when the last thing T want 1o do
is get on that ice,” Kris said.
“But Kelly ond [ know it's
what we have to do if we want
to realize our goals."

The goal of the two is to
become the best dance pair in
Canada and then to challenge
dance pairs from the rest of
the world. .

Late lnsi month Kelly, 186,
and Kris, 17, came closer lo
thal goal by finishing second to
the Soviet Union's Tatlana
Darasoua and Serpei Panoma-
renke in the dance pair compe-
tition al the World Junior
Figure Skating Championships
in Megeve, Fronce.

“Kelly and 1 were very
fleased with our performance
in Megove," said Kris, while
sitting in the lounge of Cenire
ice on o nighl off. “"We skated
very well, The Soviet pair
skaled cxcellently and they
deserved fo win.”'

Kelly and Kris were the only
dance pair seal from Canada
lo Megeve, although it could
have senl three pairs.

To compele al the Junior
Worlds both skaters must be
under 10 vears of age, Al
though Kelly and Kris finished
{ourth at the Canadian Jumor
Champienships in Vicloria,
British Columbia they were
Lhe only patir in the top five in
which balh partners were un-
der 18. In Canada skalers may
compete in the junior dance
pairs {or three vears of until
Wil L champonsinp.
There 15 ne apte restriction,

Althouph Kelly and Kris
were the highest placing junior
pair at the Canadians, by
world age resrictions, they
were nol immediately named
ta Lhe natienal team which
compeled in Megeve,
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“"We were nol aamed to the
national team right after the
Canadians because they el
we needed more work on our
comnpulsories,”” Kris sad, “"We
came back here and worked on
that segment and two weeks
before the worlds we were
added to the team.™

The dance pair that won at
the Canadians bave been skat-
ing togelher for six years. This
vear was Kelly and Kris® first
yvear togelher,

Although Kris 15 only 17 he is
¢ntering his thirteenth year of
ligure skating: He is the son of
Paul! and Marilyn Barber of

Glen Willlams, Mrs. Barber Is
a figure skating instrucler
with the Georgetown Flgure
Skating Club.

Kris began figure skating
and playlng hockey when he
was five years old. He played
with Georgetown rep teams in
hockey untll he reached Pee
Wee age,

“1 hod to give up hockey al
that age becouse It was not
good for my figure skating,"
he says. "'In hockey you don't
have to worry aboul your
skallng form." Kris remem-
bers being one of the best
skolers on lthe team, but he
wns not a Comille Henry a-
round the nel. "I couldn't buy a
RM]."

Heis' first dance pariner was
Susan York of Oakville, They

. skated together for a couple of

years and finished second ane
year In the novice division.
“"We wenl our separate ways
because Susan was mare Inter-
ested in concenirating on sin-
gles than on danecing.”™
Afler that Kris leamed up
with Patricia Fletcher of Sear-
borough and they stayed 1o-
gether for five years. Through
those vears Patricia was also
competing in singles as well as
dance pairs. Palricia and Kris
were working under the ulil-
age of Roy Bradshaw al Centre
Ice. Bradshaw was also coach-
ing David Nerton Martin and
his partner Kelly Juhnson.
Susan and Kris decided o go
their separate ways because
Susan wanied Lo do both dance
and singles and Kris wanted to
concentritte on dance,
Meanwhile [igure skating
hecame tod expensive a propo-
sition for David Martin o
handle so he left the sport,
Since Helly and Kris both
were without partners, since
both Irained under Bradshaw
it was natural that the two gel
togelher

If Kris' scheduole svems de-
manding this year, consider
what he did last year. Then he
ived with his parents in Glen
Wbt aiid atiended classes
ut Georgelown disiriet high

schoal. Sume weekdays he was |

making the 10G-mile round tnip
ta Cenlre [ce twice.

“The driving was  killing
me,” Kris says. ©This year has
been a lol easter on me in thal
respect.”’ ,

Kris stays in Torenlo Mon-
day through Friday with the
Doug Brown family, a “hgure
skaling family™ . Un weekends
he comes home to {len Wil-
liams and as he says “just
relaxes.”

Kris says his figure skaling
does nat just demand his devo-
tiun and dedication, but also
the devotion and dedication of
his entire fomiiy. Kris has o
15-vear-old sister Kelly.

"My parents hove maode tre-
mendous sacrifices for me,”
Kris said. **[ don'l even know il
I'd be able todo the same thing
for my kids.”

Before Kris was old enough
todrive his parents did all that
driving to Toronto. However,
fime [s only part of the sacri-
fice. As previously mentloned
figure skoting at the top level
is an expensive proposition,
Kris flgures thils year has cost
his famnily somewhere between
$7.000 and $8,000, Most of the
money goes towards coaching
and lce time.

"The Canadlan Figure Skat-
Ing Association helps wilh
some of the financing,” Kris
said ""Bul | think Wintarin or
other organizations could do a
ot more lo help figure skating
skaters,”

Kelly Juhnson and Kris Barber delighted o big crowd at the
Georgetown Figure Skaling Club's recital in February. Althaugh
- Kelly and Kris have been skating as partners for just one vear,

“We want lo sec Kris realize
his gonls,”™ Mrs. Burber said.
“And his goals are our gonls."
The Barbers have been 1o
every one of their son's com-
petitions except the onve in
Megeve. "It was just loo ex-
pensive to go,” Mrs, Barber
sald.

“*0Of course we would llke lo
see Kris and Kelly win lhe

World senior dance pair com-
petition one day,” she sald,

"My parents do nol put ony
pressure on me to contlnue
skaling,"" Krissald. “l'sall up
lo me. .
lormaorrow I could.”

This summer Kelly and Krls
will add to their workload by
making trips to Waterlpo Lo
work with coach Kerry Leitch.

A0 wanted lo qult

Leiten wilt be concentrating on
working with the poir's specd
and power,

The dance palr competition
is broken down into three
segments; he compulsory
dances (lhere are three of
therm) which are worth 30 per
cenl, the originat set paltern,
which is worth 20 per cent, and
the free-sivle dance which is
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three minutes fong and worth
50 per eent af the total mark
“The cempulsory segment is
only worlh 30 per cont but it
may as well be worlh the whole
thing,”" Kris said. “Where you
finish after the compulsory 1s
where you usually finish at the
cnd of the competilion.” At
Megeve Kelly and Kris {inish-
¢d se¢ond after the compuls
sories and at Vicloria they
were fourth nfler them, They
ended up In those positions at
the end of both competitions.
“Qur strogng point |5 the free
danee,”” Krissald. ""We have lo
work on our compulsories.’”
Kris and Kelly will bath be
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late Jast month they finished second at the World Junior Figure
Skaling Championships,

juniors next year, Kris mokes
il by 17 days. Kris also ekated
Junior for one year with Patrl-
cin 30 next year has 1o be his
last.

“We would like to win ihe
junior worlds before we move
up to senlor,” Krls said. Would
he like to see the Soviet palr
that finlshed first this year
back next year? “I'm not sure
whelher they wlll be back at
next wveac's juniors or not,"
Kris said. “Kelly and T would
like to win next year, bul this
year it was really only between
us and the Soviets. We would
like to win, but we'd also like Lo
he up agains! some good come
petition.” '

Qf course before Kelly and
Kris can go lo next year's
junior worids they must do
well in the Canadians. Al
three teams thal finished a-
head of Them at this year's
Canadians will be back nexi
yvear. Kris alsofigures n couple
ol pairs that were junior by
warld standards will be better
next year,

FHimwever, _
also figure to do belter next
year. |is unusual for a pair to
der suowell alter skating togeth-
er [or jusl one year.

Kris spid because he and
Helly had an advantage be-
cause Lhey had the same coach
before they teamed up. Brad-
shaw and his wile were a top
dance pair and finished lourth
in the world in 1971

Kelly and Kris see other so
medt that ol s impecative that
they get along. “We don't see
tises mvieh of cach other off the
ice,"” Kris said. "We get along
st well because we both have
the same goals."” :

Kris said both he and Kelly
woult like te Lien professional
one day, He also said they will

Kelly ond Kris

goal

stay together as long as they
keep bnproving, “If we keep
improving we should stay lo-
gether untl] 1984."

In 1976 the dance pair was
ndded to the {igure skallng
program of the Winter Olym-

{es. Kris said he would llke to

on the 1980 Canadian Olym-
pic team. By 1984, If they do
keep Improving, they should
be primed to make o serlous
run at the Olympic title or &
World Champlonship. Canada
has'not had a World Champlon
since Donald Jackson,

This year Krls is in grade 12
at Earl Haig in Scarborough,
He says that in the next two
yvears he would llke to com-
plete grade 1. 'l thought of
quitting efter grade 12, but
now lwant to get my grade 13."

Afler he gels his grade 13
Kris says he will not go direct-
Iy to university. [ will walt
=unti I can finance my univer-
sity education by-teaching fi-
pure skaling.™

Hris was an honor student
through all his school days in
Georgelnwn, bul this year with
e changing of schoois his
marks have droppod. YI'm
passing, but 1 jusl dont tke
the school" He plans on
changing schools again next
yCir.

Fipure <kating is different
than most other sporis in that .
il is almost all practise, Kelly
and Kris were in only five
competilions s year,

“When you gol to our level
yoiu are expected to do well in
the competihons,” Kris said.
“There are nol any excises for
duing poorly ™

Sa far in their young careers
Kelly Johnson and Kris Barber
have nol had o give any
EXCUSUS,

Glen WlHhams' Krla Barber

Colors prominent at this year's Acton Skating Carnival

By SUE LEHN
.The Acton Figure Skating
Club’s season came to an end

ation of the annual Skating
Carnival. This year's theme
was “'We Wish You A [toin-
bow' and the titles of the
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musical numbers contained a-
Imosl every color imaginable.
Included were such oid favor-
ites as “The (Md Grey Mare''
and “Blue Danube Waliz"', ns
well as more madern number
like “Blue Sucde Shoes'™ and
“Tie A Yellow Ribbon”™'

The Junior section of the jce
review covered the colors
pink. yellow, grey, preen,
black, and red, while the sen-
jor skaters concentrpled an
blue, brown, purple, white,
silver nand gold, Solos were

performed by Linda Osso, Mic-
hael Creighton, David McGil-
loway, Cindy McGllloway nnd
Diane Baginski. Duets were
handled by Steven Dudson and
Brenda Porty, David and Cin-
dy McGilloway and Charlle
and *usan Kinal There were
no guest skaters Lhis year.
Besides Lhe usunl mishaps of
[allen skaters, Sharon Camp-
hell cul herself during one
number in the evening perfor-
mance and required three stit-
ches. She stayed in the Carni-

val and participated in all her
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remumng numbers despile
the Injury.

Small gifts were handed oul
just before intermission to se-
nior club members who hid
helped coach the juniors
throughout the season Those
from the community wha help-
et instruct skalers received
Rifts from the AFSC alsa. Al
the end of the carnival, gifts of
thanks were given Lo coaches
Sully Teatherland fwho also
directed the earnivaly, Pt
tellnekhurst, and Fruncine
Fowloicz,
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Ome of the most colorful acts at the Actan Skating Carnival was “Hlue Hawaii™

In ending this year's carni-
vai, AFSC Presldent Isabel
Christiunsen paid thonks [or
the support given the ice re-
view by Lhe SE Jehn's Ambu-
lance, the towss merchants, the
arena stnff, AFSC executive,

and all those that helped
~enach, as well as the pros,

This year's Skating Carnival,

We Wish You A Rammbow®, -

reflects the labars of all our
skalers lo the degree thit cach
child is o slae.'

The close te capavity crowds
it hath perfarmaences enjoyed
the show put an by loczl
skaters, and overall seemed Lo
echo ohserver Deb Neely's
words in saving, *“The perfor-
mance 15 really good. We're
enjoving the show very much
Fhe hitle kids are the cutest,™
[n fact the Pink Panlther oct,
pul on by pre-schoal skaters
wits especially well liked, a-
long with performances by
Diane Baginski and David and
Cindy MeGillowny.

Presschool skater Tracle
Uripps said alterward that she
was nol scored by the large
crowg, jusl exeited at being in

the carnival. Melaine Wood,
another Pink Panther, said she
enjoved skaling in front of the
audience, and hopes to do so
ogain next year, Senlor skater
Charlie Kinol commented that

he wasn't nervous or exciled,
as he's skated in front of Inrge
croweds before, and “There's
nathing special about it.”

The AFSC and especially
Sally Leatherland and the ot-
her coaches whio helped co-or-
dinate the carnival, deserve g
tot of credit for making the ice
review the obvious success it
wis, The skaters themselyves
also deserve distinclion for the
greal finale to the year which
they staged, '

it was evident from the
performance that a lot of time
ind effort op the parl of hoth
roaches and skalers went inlo
his year's Skating Carnival.

Carolyn King wins Verheagen

The Georgelown Figure
skating Club culminaled s
season by giving out the
iedividuat] awards on Sunday,

Carolyn King ond  Allison
Campbell had 1o go into a e
hreaker to decide who teok Lhe
(sale Verhengen Trophy. That
traphy goes annoally 1o the
shater wha obitams the highest
average number of points i-
bove o pass from the judgeis)
atr any one of (he following
Tesls: preliminary dance, pre-
litninary  figure or  junior
bronze dance. The lwo skaters,
os wetl as Julie Allen, who
finished fo thicd place, chose to
da the prelimimiry figure and
entedup with tdentical marks,

Ciirolyn then performed the
Swing Dance and Allison the
Dutch Waltz ta break the lie.
Carelyn won the trophy by 333
annls

Honurable mentions in this
calegery went to Tammy Mor-
row and Hobin Burroughs who
tied for fourth place by both
receiving pasyving marks,

The Senior Trophy, which is
donated by Tomy Corbell, was
watk by Junen Shepher.

Judy Swallow took secomd

Juanine Sefie was second in
this class. There was a three-
wity Tie for third between Leals
smeaton, Debbie Dulf and
Caithy Smeaton, After the tie
bBresker, Leah took third and
[}ehhie fourth.

Kelly Page won in the pre-
schoolers class andd took the
trophy donatled by the George-
twon Figure Skoling Club. Mi-

chelle Spicer was second and
Him Stamp was Lhird.

Bohby Sun waon the Gt Rush-
ton Memorinl Trophy as the
dMost Improved Juonior Male
skaler. The trophy was'donate-
d by Art and Dorothy Dilten.
air Smith finished secand
and Ron Hock third.

The Executive Trophy, a-

=_

gain donated by the G F.SC,
for the Most Iinproved Junior -
Female, wenl to Christina
Alurray. Vanessa Jowett wiy
second and Tummie DBrady
and Kelh Warner tied for third,
The President’s Cup, donat-
o by Tenm Peltingil, was won
by Tom Shannon, wilth Carolyn
King coming in seeond and
Stephanie Kentner third.
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Fhato by Sue Lehn place in 1his category and

Shannn Armstrong third, The
fullowing had belter than pas-
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; “Pam Oshorne, 6, gritted her lecth ond tugged as she got her
skates on, ready for ber part in The Plnk Panther routine in the
Acten Figure Skating Club Carnival Saturday afternoon and

evening.
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Weiskopf in Open

OAKVILLE---US. Open
champion Hubert Green and
Deral” Open winner Tom
Weiskopl are nmeng the first
challengers Lee Trevino will
face this June as he defends his
Canadian Open Goll Cham-
pionship oand the Peter
Juckson Trophy.

Green, who recenlly cap-
tured the Herllage Classic, und
Weiskopl, who _rr:turncd o
form by edging Jack Nicklius
at Daral, will be at Glen Abley

Goll lub June 22-25 lor the
Gith edilion of the National
pen.

“"The Hoyel Canadian Galf
Association is  extremely
pleased that bath Hubert
Lreen and Tom Welskop! have
eptered our Natienal Open
ence  again,”"  tournansent

chairman 1. H. (Dick ' Grimm
said.

sing marks and tied for fourth:
Sisan Camerson, Charlene
Grummett, Eddie Moward,
Teri Lamb, Lynn Muir, Leslie
Pritchard, Cydney  Sherry,
Shercy Smeston, Kim Thomp-
son and Laura Yerx,

Kim Thanmpson won the Pr.
Fessianal's Trophy donuted by
CFSC’s professionnl staff,
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Janel Shephard recefs 2d the Senjor Trophy, donated by Tony Corbett, ot the Georgetown
Figure Skating Club's annuat trophy presentations. Judy Swallow finished second and Shannn
Armstrong third. Phologeaphs of winners from other categories will appear in.nexl week's

ierald.




