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Cossitt affair
needs watching

Canodians might be tiring of the Cossijtt
Allalr and its {ll-conceived moves by the
gavernment to gain the return of seoret
documents that & Tory MP says he hasn't got,

But the price of freedom is vigilanee. And
Canadians must maintain their watch on the
outcome of this affair. It might spell the
impaotence of liament and the end of a
system which keeps government responsive
to the needs of the people.

solicitor-Gzeneral Jean Jacques BRlais
attempt at heavy-handed measures to gain
the return of whatever documents held by the
Brockville MP is certainly an attempt to plug
a {eak within the government. And that
touches on the issue at stake.

Consider this:

“The [oct remains that when govern-
ments do not want information 1o be made
availabie to the people thal may be prejudi-
cial 1o them, (the government) often they
assert #l is prejudicial to the state,” former
prime minister John Dicfenbaker told parlia-

ment,
“That is the danger, and once it is aceepled

that a government can say that a member of
parliument shall reveal his sources of in-
formation. freedom ends. because no one
could communicate, no matler how serious
the allegation the individual has in mind, if he
realizes that it would be revealed ™

And consider Lhis:

“Tomy mind the basic question is this: [f

we are to exercise our righls as members of
partioment (o express ourseives freely, to be
vigorous critics of the government, if we ore
In opposition. or vigerous back bench
members on the other side, it i3 of the highest
imporiance to protect our sources of in-
formalion,” NDFP leader Ed Broadbent said.

He says that the dellcate blance between
protecling sources and the security of the
stale must be decided and raises a related
question “which is the limits, If any, which
should be placed on the right of a2 member not
lo divulge his source of information.”

There is now no definition in the
parliamentary rule book which addresses
itselfl to this parlicular issue. A parllamen-
tary commillee is tackling this subject and
will not have on easy time. Until that com-
mitlee reporis, It s expedlent upon the
wovernment te delay sny further octio: in
this comical affair.

The peice of Ireedem is vigilance. It is
also the price pald to maintain o democratic
principle. The actions taken thus far in the
Cossill  Affair smacks of nn  insensiiive
antocratic government which s agtively
secking lo make partiament impotent. This is
evideneed in part by the known contempt of
Prime Minister Trudeaw toward the in-
stitulion and the placing of vocious degrees of
secrecy designations on documenis which
have tittle or ne bearing on the operation of
government or national security.

PQ’s culiure minister
lacks common sense

Quebec culture minister Camille Laurin,
chief architect of the Poarti Quebecdis
government's French language charier, says
he ¢ounts on the other provinces' sense of
“British fair play™ lo not do what the PQ is

doin
7n1{-rt~5linp_.

Mr. Laurin’s Joan-of-Arc act has featur-

ed a loud, emotional campaign to doive eve
trace of English from Qucbec. In a recen

magazme interview. he's quoted ay declaring
the separatist PQ government aimed at
“expanding what is French while diminishing
what is Enghsh.”

Just as that magazine hit the streets in
Quebec, Mr. Laurin told a press conference
he wasn't worried about oppression against
French-speaking minorities in  other
provinces, if Quebec separates [rom the rest
of Canada:

"1 have a lot of conlidence in British fair
piay.” he said.

He should have. When the British
conquered Canada in the eighteenth century,
they guaranteed the conquered people’s
language. social and cultural rights. Peoples
conquered by France never were treated so

Looking through

THIRTY YEARS AGOD

The 503 Club of Georpelown United
Church presented a new idea in parties
Wednesday night in the Sunday School rooms
which was advertised as *Your own birthday
party.” Twelve tables were arranged about
the room and guests sal the table which
correspanded with their birth month. Each
table had been arranged by @ couple who are
members of the club.

Expansion of the Hed Cross Sick Hoom
Supply Loan Cupboards, which served more
than 10,000 home patients in Canada in 1947
depends on contributions 1o the national
campaign for $3,000,000 opening March 1.
Crutches, wheelchairs, hospital beds ond
olher expensive and bard to obtain supplies
are loaned [ree of charge,

Just because February had an extra day
this year, it must have felt entitled to a real
spree. The week-end was a greal variety of
weather — perhaps il was trying te set
March a bad example, :

Believe it or not, the maximum tempera-
ture for the month of February was 1'%
degrees ABOVE the NORMAL of 27, but the
minimum was almest seven degrees BELOW
the NORMAL of 13 drgrees.

In Council teday a letter from the Ontarlo
Bepartment of Health emphasized the need
for chlurinatlon of Georgetown water,
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liberally as members of the modern
aitonomist groupas in French-occupied
Britanny and Corsica can attest.

Relying on the rest of Canada to respond
" galtanily and liberaily o his intenscly one-
sided separalist approach, Mr. Laurin has a
lot of brass but he's nol too slrong on common
seNsC.

Frgnch culture apd the Freach isnguage
have survived and grown wilhin British
colontalism and Canadion federalism for
mare than 200 years, cven though it's
surreunded by the dynamic, expansive
Angolo-American culture.

If Mr. Laurin's objective was pratection
for French culture in Quebee, the logical
thing to do would b to continue within
Canadian Confederation; it has proved ils
ability to safeguard French culture

[ndependence  is stricily a icap into

darkness where there are no guarantees thal
the rest of North America would respect

(quebec’s cullural distynclions. Iaolated,
Quebecers then would be st the merey of men
like Mr. Laurin; men who expect resiraint
and fair play from others but not themselves.,

Hamilton Spectator

our files

TWENTY YEARS AGO

Coun. Fred Harrison broughl up a
“touchy” subject at Monday's councit meet-
ing, when he inquired whether negotlations
could now be made to dispose of debentures
for renovation of the nrena, since a backlog of
debenlures were now being taken gp by a
band firm.

Mr. Harrison anid the ratepayers had
given their consent 1wo years ago to have the

carena renovated and that he thought this

should be done as svon as possible and 1ake
priorily aver unything else,

A Main Street business changed hands
1his week, when Stuart Young purchased the
former Robb's Drug Store business. Mr.
Young has been manager of the store since
1948. The business will operale under the
name Young's Pharmacy.

Adter being in ill health for many years
Miss Emma Baird died at her home Feb-
riry 28, in her cighty-fifth year. Miss Baird
was born in Oakville, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John Baird, she was one of 1t children.
The family later moved to Millon then
Georgelown where they have lived for nearly

15 years. ’

TEN YEAREAGO

Chosen to be one of five women in a
documentary about the siatus of women In
Conada s Mrs. Gordon Thompson RRI,
Acten. She's been pursued by TV comeras
from the time she gets out of bed in the
morning unthl close {o midnight. A director
and soundmen from the CTV network have
Intruded into her life, recorded her thoughts
and impressions of living in a rural area since
the end of January. '

The annual report of the Bell Telephone
Company for 1967 records unprecendenled
growth in the company's operaticns, The
report, row being mailed to shareholders,
characterizes Canada’s Centennial Year ps o
“time of vigorous activity and solid aceomp-
Hishment,

A request from Georgetown for a $5,000
grant for llbrary services lo township resid-
ents, nnd & similar request from Milton for o
$1,000 grani for the same purpose, drew no
comment from Esquesing council Menday
night,

Weoodrex Building, not too long ngo the
mecca for sidewalk superintendents, i3 uny-
icled and almost entirely occupied. The Maln
Street North block of stores and offices

replaces the cenlury-old Cordaro building -

demolished Inst year,
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When Levesque, Laurin attack the press

it means their party’s in trouble

Dy STEWART MacLEOD
Ottawn Bureau
OI The Herald
When politicians begin mounting whole-
sale attocks on the press you can assume that
things are not going toa well with their

politicat partics. Otherwise, they just smile

smugly at newspaper criticism.

In Quebee, the currenl wave of povern-
ment crilicism being directed at the press has
an even greater impact because of the
juurnalistic enthusiasm which greeted the
Parti Quebecois government 16 months ago.
And the enthusiosm was not confined e the
nalionilisl-inelined Frencli-langunge medin.

The English press, impressed with Rene
Levesque's emphasis on “good government®
a5 opposed to separatism, scemd eager to
give the PQ governmenl an opportunity to
show its stulf. And when the chain-smoking
YQuebee premier went abroad he was accom-
panied by more reporters ihan usually tag
along with Prime Minister Trudeau. 11 the

premier didn’t like what the reporters were
saying, he certainly didn't say sn.

And for the first year or so, Levesque
could frequently depend on English-language
reporters for e most constructive com-
ments. Given the initial atmosphere existing '
i Quebee City following the election, [ was
probably much easier for French-language
newspapers o cast the first stones.

DFFICULT TIMES

Now, however, the Parti Quebecois s
being treated like any other provinctnl
government, and Hs  underiving  goal of
Quebee soverelgnty Is being buried under
such mundane issues ng uncmployment,
industrial stagnatien and even the firing of
individus? public servants, -

These are nol casy times for govern-
nments,

And the other doy, afler Maclean's
magazine published what # elaims were the
oullines of the Quebee government's white
paper on cullural policy, both Levesque and

A7
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his cullural development minister, Camille
Laurin, hit the reof, Ht's interesting that bath
men managed to keep their cool while far
waorse things were being printed about their
controversial language legislation last year.

Hut at Lhat time, everything clse seenied
to be running mure smoathly,

Macleans sald that the still seerel white
paper, Il il finds its way inte legislation,
“woukl mean a new Quebee in which the
degree of state control would surpass any-
thing known in North America®™, The paper,
says (he magazine, wiil affect communica-
tions, labar relations, housing, health, enler-
tainment, and 1 will also depl with the
compulsory assimilation of Quebec's minor-
ity groups.

Prelly strong stulf, but so was the
languape legislation which also surpassed
anything known in North America,

STHONG REACTION
~ This time, however, the reaction 1o press
eriticism w8 much more scvere, Laurin

THATS RIGHT
MR. JONES. OPEN Yoo
MOYTH Ag SAY...
“HERES Twelve moge
COLLARS A MOopMTH
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Time goes by so slowly

By GERRY LANDSHOROUGIHT

(Often in these carly March doays the
winter blahs cateh up with me and for awhile
*“{ime™ hangs heavy on my hunds. Time is
funny like that. Have you ever noticed how
quickly time slips by when you are deeply
absorbed  in something” Time has a
movement all s own that makes it appear to
speed by or ta drag occording to whatever

you are doing.

I've dlways been rather preoccupled with
time and how 1 spend it Looking hack I've
devated a great deal of time to just plain
wailting., Waiting for something to start or
something to finksh - walting far the birth of o
child . waiting for that child to grow - walting
for news vither good or badd in someone's
troubled Jife - sltogether many countless hour
upan hour spent just walting. | guess to some
degree that can be suid of al) of us,

Have yeu ever noticed how, leenngers

BN GO BRAGH

by Sylvlu Viacent
In the valleys and the green hikls
The feel of Ireland can be sought
“I'was here S5t Pat was misslonary
Where Christlanity he taught.

51 Patrick was a gentle soul

Who Jived 900 years AD.

He spent his youth as caplive sluve
5o misstonary vowed he'd be.

He broke his bonds of slovery

But real frecdom came from his erecil;
O 1his he spoke to everyone

From rich (o the poor in thelr need,

Of underatanding, 1oo, he spoke

Yes! of each other's point of view:
To siop, te think, how each can blend
S0 more peaceful llves may pursue.

On 17th of Mareh, once more

To mind eomes the gist of his plea

S1. Palrick spoke for all his kind.

Erin Go Bragh - ohl" - lreland, Go Free,

espectally, and young people in gencral,
never seem lo have enough time. Whatever is
asked of them the answer invariably is I
ton™ have time ™

MNo time, How strange for -os the years
slip quickly by we become painfully aware of
50 many things that we older folk were
also guing to avcomplish but alas 1 didn't
hiwe enough time.”

Somehwoere in my files is the name and
story of a conglomerate wizard (lest for the
moment but Ul find it later when 1 get
time) whose doy was o - succession of
decisions and mectings. He wanted very
much to paint and was really quite good at it -
a naturad Inlept - but he feund that during the
course of his busy doy nad evening his
schedule just didn't allow for il. He decided
however that painting was impaorlant to him
50 he arose ¢very morning al 5 o.m. instend of
7 s0 that he could pursue thal which he 3o
enjuyed. He increased s day by 2 hours (o
find the necessary “lime”. | guess the moral
here is thal we wilt always Tind the time for
anylhing that is really important to us.
Finding the time and the conirot of that time
is one quality that is found in the lives of all
suceessiul people.

Time is our single most  valuable
possession. Though we scldom see its worlh
until mir youth is nready spent.

When you are young time is on endless
sea sirelching oul helore you. Somchaw you
sense that your time has limitations but that
w a0 lin away sovery lar down the road,

As the years slip by we discover what a
trickster time 3. How often hoave you looked

al the face of & [tiend or a relative not seen -

for awhile and noliced the chiinge, They are
gl el wee are nover guick Lo swtice that
cliange in vurselves,

Al ol o sudden gl of pewliere i seeins
the yeurs have slipped by and we are faced
wilth what Is termed middleaged crisis, The

“time of youlh'" has passed and we begin to -

calcli e tnal glunpse ol old age ap-
proaching. Here for awhile time becomes o
prim tsk-moster.

Wrinkles nover noticed before appear lo.

slad out as deep crevices and vur luces
hecome lines with valleys and rivers that no

except when you‘re having fun

one ¢lse renlly seems o pay much mind to.
Each falling hair is the forerunner of com-
plete baldness und countless hours are spent
contemplating our fading youth,

At this time in life people ollen throw
themselves into n frenzy to stay young ond
relive the {ime of their youth. It's very sad for
nothing™ looks as out of place as. misspent
youlh on un obvlously aged body.

Time has tricked us once again, and alter
this mad quest for lost youth passes meosl
people slip comfortably into the middle years
a% one docs when slipping into a camfortable
pair of old snecakers.

Somewhere in the middle years for the
lrst time we consider dying. Before then
denth was something that happened to
someene ¢lse but as the years pass by we
hecome very conscious of just how much
“time" we have left.

(Ohir jives are really lived in borrowed
time - we all have lo pay the piper. For some
there Is hardly enough time and for olhers
ieath s 0 mercy, o sweel blessing.

In the twilight years time ngaln becomes
an ally nnd the doays streleh oul agoin Bs in
our youth, The happiest peaple | know are,
those who have slipped comfortably into
aging. They have learned the wisdom of
passing years, that each one brings aboul iis
own "time" of beauty,

[ betieve In an “appo
Feclesiastes that there s a time for every
purpose under heaven. If that's the cose this
must have been my week for thinking about
it. : :

Til] next week [ wish “you' - {lme, Ume
for loving and time for living and most of all
the time to koep on smiling.

Bible digest

*"Who agoinst hope belleved In hope, that
he might become the fathers of many
nations; nccording ta that which was spoken,
So shall thy seed be, . .He staggered not at the
promlse of God through unbeliel; but was
strong in foith giving glory to God; And belng
{ully persunded that, what he had promised,
tﬂ: wa3s able alsa to perform.” Romans 4:18-

Inted tlme" as in -

referred to the story as being "false,
distorted and vicious" and he seemed more
outraged with comments abwout it carried on
lhe CTY television network. The CTV report’
“added the unlimited power of a film blow-up.
to this perverted analysis, provoking potent-
ial fanatics to possible viclence.”

Premier Levesque described the magoz-
ime and television reports as *'‘calumny by
anticipation’. And later he talked about a
form of “common front'' by seme media—-" o
sort of commen fronl where practically
anything poes against the Quebtc govern-
ment.™’

Laurin said that "{er several months |
have beendeseribed as a Leviathan, and thus
received tmore than my share of flak by most
editorfalists and columnists of the English
press in Quebee and Canada, who would like
nothing more han to shoot me down in
flarnes.

“0Oul of fear, blas or sirategy, tiny picces
of facl are grossly amplified and lead to
blatant dislortions or beserk extrapolations,™'

Taken togelher, it s obvipus that the
Laviesgue and Laurin comments are aimed
beyond the one offending Slory. A eynic might
even suggest they were trying to diseredit the
press in gencral, '

[ will be interesting to watch whal effect
this may have on recommendalions by the
provineial communications department for
tighter controls over press ownership in the
province. One of the recommendations is that
an autonomous Quebec news agency be
established su the “image of Queber transm-
itted in Canada as well as abroad confarms to
reality ™

McKeough's
b"dget= j |
predictable,

safe,
traditional

By DEREK NELSON
Queen's Park Bureau
OFf The Herald
Predictable. Safe. Even slatus quo. Just
‘silage two in Oolario Treasurer Darcy Mc-
Keough's campalgn to bring the province a
balanced budget in 1981,
Last year was stage one, with aceolades
and incemtives for gevernment restiraint and

_ private enterprisce.

That’s about all enc ¢an say of this year's
budget, which just carrics on the tradition.

Ii's negative tax provisions hit relatively
few individuais wath any foree, and the effect

vof ils poodies is equally limited,

By mainly relying upon the private sector
for growlh McKeough did pretty much what
eviryone expecled.

f18did try 1o reinforce two of the weakest
spots in the ecnnomy, however — mining and
tourism.

PRODLEM AREA

So the seven per cent aceommeodation tax
is lemporarily removed, and mining compan-
s will have atolal exemption from profit tax
an new mines or major expansions of old
OnAfs

Hut what the budget didn't contain was
any tax incentive fur business invesiment,
That's an interesting omission,

The treasurer talked m terms of @
recovering econemy, with growth surging
ahend especially in the export and consumer
spending fields. .

But what will ensure the recovery is an
increase_ in business investment, and that
unfuriunalely is projected by me,freusmj' to
actually show a one per cent decline (in
constam dollars) in 1978,

MecKeough realizes the problem exists.

QUEBEC

On the one hand business investment
tends to lag behind olher arcas of the
econsmy when bloom times return. So he
expects a “subslontial resurgence” of in-
vestment ns times get better.

{)n the other hand two factors external to
Ontario might wreek all his caleulations. He
acknowledges their importance, but not that
they might defeat all his plans for growth.,

Separatism in Quebee nnd the slide of the,

American dollar continue to produce uncert-
ainty in businessmen who might olherwise be
lempted to invest here.
MOTSURE

So there's probably an element of relying
an o wing and a prayer in the somewhat resy
projections in the treasurer’s budget docu-
ment.

Last vear's budget also talked of recov-
ery, which dida't occur to anything like the
degree predicted. The 1977 deficit exceeded

that of 1576.
Still, MeKeough's pusition remains firm,

“My expectations, therefore, Is for a
steady expansion of private sector jobs,
private sectur incomes, and privale sector
prosperity of lasting benelil to all citizens,”

Governmeni restratnd and private enter-
prise will lead the way to stage three of
recovery next year, he in effect snys.

FUNNYSIDE -
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