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While winter grabs us |n its fury in the most unex-
pecied ways and at the most unexpected times Il brings
home forcibly to us one of the ways In which Canada Is
truly distinctlve — climatically.

Canadians live in a circumpolar country with ocenns
on three sldes and as such we have important geographic
ditferences and extremes in climate.

Ycl In some ways, rather thon exploit our in-
dividuality, we are Inclined to be copycats of sorts and
bulld houses more sultable to other cllmates, -

Steps are only now being taken to force builders of
new homes o recognlze the fact that the Canadlan climate
ia severe and that one way to lower home operating costs is
to have houses ndeguately insulated at the time of erec-
tlon.

But this may never have occurred if the price of oil
and heallng energy gencrally hnd not escalated to its
present levels. Canadinns were content to wosle energy
with recklesas abandon until high costs were ushered (n by
the OPEC cartel eariier this decade. Even now, it has been
eatnblished that Canadlans consume more energy per

person than any other country. For a while the affluence of .

Canedians will permit them to afford it, but eventually
those living in under-insulated homes willi have to take
corrective action and do other things to reduce con-
sumplion of rapldly dwindling energy resources,

The seriousness of the situation Is demonstrated by

the fact that houslng accounts for the expenditure of 40 per
cent of the world's energy consumplion and part of this is

due Lo waate,

if there is to be odequate supplies of fuel for
generations [ollowing this one is the time for oll society to
become the conserver sociely, nol just thpose who cannot
afford to waste high cost cnergy.

There are, perhaps, too many examples of
Canadians housing following patterns established
elsewhera, which do not conserve energy and which were
not designed for Canadlan climatle conditions.

For example, the carport appendage to 8 house ma)
pratect a car’s paint frorn the hot summer sun, but it does
a little to protect it from the winter winds and below zero
temperatures. This often resullts in cars which won't start,
while those which do require a longer warm-up period

which wanates fuel. Carports may be great in California but
they can be grim in Conada.

Introducing more than 20 ycars ggo was the so-
called “'core floor home.” Basieally, the one-storey house
wns built en o concrele slab with open cores in it which
acted os heating ducts; the floors were always warm — a
plus for playing children — and the structure offered a low
profile to cold winds. But the house never enjoyved any
lasting popularity. Home owners wanted to be higher up in
the world apd were prepared to burm more fuel to get off
the ground. L '

But a trend already established commercially in
Monireal, Toronto and other cilles as underground
shopping muolls and offices cowd conceivably be the
forerunner of underground housing and industries,

Al the very least there would be energy savings. For
in Taronto, for instance, the carth’s tlemperature 20 feet
(6.1 metres) below the surface is 8C (46F) — about the
same a’ the average annual above ground temperature. It
has been eatimated thot encrgy savings at this level could
be as high as 75 per cent, compared to above ground costs,

This has been ably demonsirated in Kansas City,
Kansas in both heating and cooling savings at the Inland
Sterage Distribution Cenltre in caverns under the city left
[romn l!mestone mining. Monufacturers of boats, eptical
instrumenis and office cquipment occupy more than 20
milllon square fcet 11,858,061 square metres) below the
city. Compared with conventional above ground facilities,
Intand’s refrigeration costs are $90.000 a menth un-
dv.-rgr?jund compared {o the $300,000 they would be above
ground.

In Sacramento Calif., an innovalively designed

237,000 square foot (22,018 square metre) office building

will use both the benefits of being partially subterranean
and harnessing sclar energy for healing and air con-
ditloning. The underground portion of the $12.7 miilion
structure is so well insulated by the carth that tem-
peratures will remain comfortable for up to eight hours
after heating or air conditioning have been shut aff.
Overall gain of the underground design is & reduction of
more than half in encrgy roquirements compared wilh a
reduction of more than hall in enecrgy requirements
compared with o similar-sized building above ground. An
added bonus is an open, park-like area st grade level.
The pozaibilities fer underground living have not

been overiooked by imoglnetive Individuals. In Plainview,
Texas, for instance, Bill Hammean, his wife and five
children share a cencrete shell more than 10 feet (3.04
metres) undecground. The four-bedroom, three-bath home
even boasls an underground patio. Above ground is o two-
car garage, storoge room, another patio and a courtyard
of cedar, juniper, roses and other flowers.

Energy bills for others in the area are often $300 o
menth with the extremes of heat and cold, but the Ham-
mans manage nicely an less than $30. They not only beat
the heat and eold but nolse ond pellution too. The only dirt
they getl is what they bring themselves.

Although there i3 a woodburning fireplace in the
dwelling the Hammans have never had a chance Lo use il
as temperstures range from I1%C (66F) to 3C (77F)
without (L. -

In Edwaordsville, INienois, Goary Davis who owns
U'Bahn Earth Homes Ine., praclises what he preaches and
lives in an enurgy-saving home of more lhan 4,000 square
fect (3716 square melres) bulll mostly underground.
While some people are eomplaining about the high cost of
new homes, Davis says a ronventional $i00,000 home can
be buill os an underground siructure for $30,000,

Maintenance costs are lower because there is no
siding to palnt and no roof to reploce. The roofl of Davis’
home is concrete and covered with two feet of soil and sod.
Light enters through o large glass dome in the centre of the
roof.

He stimaies underground homes In that area would
maintain a year-round temperature of 13C 15651, In his
solar energy 1S used lo ralse the temperature to the desired
level. Once reached, it can be maintained for 12 hours. I
needed, there I8 o fireplace, which Davis says can heat the
entire house, He estimates an annual heating and cooling
bill of enly $375. 2

While the accent in Conada so far has been 1o reduce
domeslic energy coals by other means, such as insulation,
solar henting and coollng and improved construction, the
day may not be far distant when some enlerprising and
imaginative builder sets o new trend with an underground
residentiaf subdivision.

With Canada’s climate and dwindling energy resourc-
es the day of more underground living may not be far off,
Will the basement apartment dwellers of today be called
the pioneers of underground living tomarrow?

[ MARYWOOD MEADOWS

GEORGETOWN'S EXCEPTIONAL
COMMUNITY OF NEW HOMES

HillsburghVillage
Single Homes

from $49,990

and from $ 2,900 down
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS 116 PM

Looking for & home in the heart of the

country?

The search ends at Hillsburgh Village

SN,

oy Hi
Yilla

Taky 40] vt to Moo aups
Hed Turr noethon 3 ov e
Hal b Hiwy. 7 weston [Twy Vtu
Halton 3 20 Contiuse North
on Halton Jud dstrarght te

Hillsbuegh . Phone collect (416) 630"5575

Between 95 am.

Shopping, schools, arena and churches are
within walking distance and the Cradit Valley
Conservation arcas such as Belfountam,
Limehouse and the Forks of the Credit have .
recreational tacilitues avaitahle tor boih
Ssummer and wanter enogyment, And all
around is somao of the most beaoniul country in
Southemn Ontano.

u

Estates. These lovaly tingle homes offer extra
Large lots and pach homo hos a fireplaca in the
living room to enhanco the quiol country

tates

(Take Henry St., off Main N.)

{Model 277)

Three spacious bedrooms, family room with fireplace,
two extra washrooms, double garage.

OPEN FOR WEEK-END INSPECTION
OR CALL FOR PERSONAL INSPECTION

JOHNSON
CARNEY =

877-5261

Canada Trust

3/7-9500

RAVINE SETTING

- 4 bedroom, 2 slorey home In country rnvlné

Membear Broker

We’re Here For You..

Each office is independently owned and nperultd.

BRICK AND ALUMINUM

1 bedroom bungalow. Right size for
aclive family, big kitchen, large
finished rec room. Superclearn ready

fo move in. £65.900

JUST REDUCED

Extra large seml backsplit, parquet
floors In 3 bedrooms, lovely
broadtoom in sunken living area. T.V,
room and full basement!. A terrific
value at $55,900. $55,900

5.5.T.

School, Shepping and Transporiation
are close by. Excellent townhouse,
low maintenance and low price. Only

$42,900

THIS PRICE IS RIGHT

, $45,000 wilt buy this spacious cld
home. Plumbing, wiring and shingles
in excellent shape. You'll love the
large rooms. Yes, you're right, only

$45,000

TOWN AND COUNTRY

Just listed very ¢lean 3 bedroom brick
bungalow. ¥ years eld, on blg one half

~acre lot, W, side of town. 18x15 ft.

llving roem, eatln kitchen, high
basement with extra 4th bedroom.
You'll get the best of both worlds,
country lot, town convenlences for
only $76,500,

TEN ACRE MINI RANCH

Four stall barn. 2 paddocks, fully
tenced, 2700 ft. four bedroom home,
2.2 baths. large family room. Located
10 min. N. of Brampton.

BE A COUNTRY BARON

1 acres of land, large home with In-
novative featyres. Cathedral celiing
in tivingroom, walkout from rec,
room, inground pool. greenhouse and
much more. Priced to 5eil $119,000

SEE THE EXTRA'S

Tropical setting around indoor pool.
Contempaorary lireplaces.

Beautiful seaguarium,

Billlard room, sundeck and private
treed lot.

immacuiate, different, exciusive,

$139.,000

THINKING ABOUT A NEW HOME?

See the exclting models being bullt now. Country sized lots, town water,
paved Cul de Sac, minutes from Plaza and GO traln. Plan ahead, call

NowW.

LOOK WHAT MONEY
CAN BUY

Only $26,250. for this double width
mobile home. all modern con-
venlences. Beautifully finished three
bedrooms, sunporch, fenced yard. See
It today, call now.

MODEL HOME FEATURES

. Three bedroom bungalow bullt with
exira care. Top grade broadloom,
walkout to sundeck and fully finlshed
basement, Low Interest morigage, a

seiting at the edge of town. L.shaped lliving. tiful home for

dining room. Eat.in kifchen, main lloor BRautiyl e 553:?1]0
tamily room with firoplace. Rec. rgom
almost compleie with beamed ceiling needs
your tinishing fouch. 1'7 baths. Inground
pool 10'x%". Asking 594,000

INVESTMENT PROPERTY

4 suite apartment building about 10
yrs. old, excellent condition and fully

EARMERS OPPORTUNITY rented. Very good long term in-

97 acres of good farm tand, large bank barn. Log house coverced with aluminum is well vesiment,
preserved with wood burning tireptace In living room. Large larm kichen, main tloor
laundry roam and 2 pc. washroom. Asking 336,500.

BUSINESSOPPORTUNITY
Acllve garage business specializing in front end alignment including equipment and
bullding. Located in good 1arming and vacation area, 335,000 with terms,

BRAMPTON

BELFOUNTAIN

Located in quie! village aboul 5 miles north of Georgeiown on I.I{:‘EFI iot, & ] bedroom
brick and slane bungalow with living room-gining room comb. Stene fireplace and eat.in
kilchen. Walking distance to store and publlc school. Ashing $58,500.

No malntenance fee on fully owned
townhouse. One year old, 3 bedrooms,
large lot, patlo doors, close to shop-

ping $54,900

;A VILLAGE SETTING T
{ oyily three bedroom famlily home with separale dining room and waikou eds
da:lr.-*Twn washrooms. eéxtra |large master bedroom. Recreation room 2éx23 complotely
tinished, attached 1vz car garage, all on a nicely treed and landscaped ol $71.900.00.

COUNTRY VIEW
Aeautiiut Terra Catta location, overlooking conservation arca. Cross country skling ond
snowmobiling at your back door makes winter weekends an occaslon Yo look farward 10
with your friends. Spring and summer (ind you next doar 1o one ol QOntarle's most senlc
recrealtion areas. Listed at $64,900. This 7 room home with 23 x 2)° raised lving reom
otters a panoramic view of Yhe surrounding area. Call now for an appoiniment 10 v iew,

877-0155

SALLY REED 877-4350 -

VICKY LUKAS B77-5474

; : ANNY DRISCHLER 877-9349
AUDREY DAVIES 877.8157

Bl 6874 o ANNE PETO arr.925e

SEE THE

Ila Switzer B77.1924  Bette Slokes B77-6810
Cec. Marlin A477.4414 Paul Palmer

PROFESSIONALS e WM., M. WATSON F.R.I."MANAGER
7 MAIN 5T. 5.
m@e GEORGETOWN ONTARIO

TSI L TORONTO LINE 453-7700

ASK ABOUT
OUR BRIDGE

LOAN PLAN

CORING DEPAOCLI 877-7976

457-2624

Jon Zorge Real Estate Inc.
Member Broker




