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A turbulent year

T was o turbulent vear in the short
hislory of Hajton Hills. 1t marked the first
lime that residents became actively apposed
v several issues which must be answered in
1978, and the year focussed on this lown's
goals for develupment.

Acton cilizens opposed 1o regonal goy-
eriment, and that community’s involvement
within a unified Halton Hills siructure, have
instiluled  altempts 1o restore municipal
slilus te the town while others in the
communily are attempling 1o restore the
town's former townhall,

Georgelown  residents  continued  their
uppusition 1o & municipal offices expansion
which was resurrected by o council aimast
solely elecied on an anti-expansion ticket,
And the prapasal to build a lLibrary o
LCedarvale drew strong vocal opposition.

Focal Properties Lid, Minally secured an
Cnlaria Municipal Board hearing into ils 1955

application tor |84 homes 1o be develuped
south of Silver Creek in e Hungry Hollow
aren

Ontario Energy Mister James Tavlor
continid 1o oppuse efforts by the Interested
Cttizens Group (1CG) te have an independent
stiedy of the prepesed high voliape corridor
afong the town’s fifth concessian.

All these and more issues must be
apswercd  sometime within the next 12
months, Sotne wi'l receive satisfactory ans-
wers: olhers will see the debale prolonged
and beeome mired in legal representations
winich might take vears to overceme.

Bul the issues that will de addressed
mark a beginning ol the active participatory
democracy we all aceepl as our right. We
have entered a tume when pelitics al the Jocat
level has Decome more than o cursory
sipervision of e direcnion we take into the
future. We must siccepl that there are no Casy
answers, but a great deal of hard work ahead,

An early budget

Helease last week of the regional propos-
ed budger for 1978 underscores the diligent
work that has tiaken plice behind the scenes
10 ensure that not unly would the budge! be
SULas early as possible, but that some form of
contral be implemenled to comrol rising
COsls .
Members of council, depuly treasurer
Jubn Young and Millon Mayvor Don Gordon
should receive the eredit for the oulsianding
jobin formulating the aew budget,

Mayor Gurdon siressed earlier this vear
that council should begin varly into the new
year loeshimale snereases in various operal -
tons and set sueh nereases in line withy a L
approved by cuuncil

This year councii sel a 34 per cent
icrease limil, and while some arcas have
increased in excess of thal fipure, the sveral)
effeet will be witlun the purdehnes. AllL tha
s, exeepl the provision fur funds 1oward the

development of & regional landlil) site The

budyet allows for this but weuld then inerease

P 5 2 pwer ey

Fhere is, however, some difficullies 1
finalizmg the budgel because some Tactors
are nut known These include the degree of
provineial subsady grants for 1978, 2 perhiee
hudgzen which should be released shortly, and
accurate - rather than estimate figures -
for 1we of the three conservation authorities
- Halon, Also the unpact of debt chiarges
Femstns aulstanding

Sume answers may be known when
council discusses the budgel Jan, 18, This
compares favarably with efforis last vear
which saw serious budget discussion undoer
was it the sprimge.

Certainly the preparation of the proposed
grass budget dives not mean thal Halton will
have an early budgel: bul whin it does mean
is that elected oificials at the regional level
dre consvientiously interested i getting their
house n order carly in the vear so that
chay-tenday busimess can be expediled withoul
el -

A young activist

Kalllleen Seanfield of Gual Sireet,
Guelph, 15 only eight years old bur she's
delermined young miss who knnws her own
muind and how to pet her pant across

Kuthlevn, wha goes (6 Torrance Schoal,
had i jushimble beef She can't get to see the
special chidren’s television shows put on for
Christmas because they are schoeduled s be
shiown after Miss Schoficld's bed time

She drew up o pehition, pot her follow
students 1o sign o, and fired 10 off to the
munagers of six Canathan televisinn stationy
I asked for better program schiedulbing

Then, sounding rather hke a baftered
atduit Canadian taxpaver. Kathleen told o
reparter she didn’t expeet o speedy set of
answers beciuse ot o hkely her detter
Cwoulid it ot Uhe Iess"s desk for tan or three
sy
- I ibe siannn managers doni respaond o
the y sung Guelph schoolgir] and her comrad
ex, ey don’t deserve 1o e an business Al
the rarket rabings i the world can’t have the
inpact uf the Torranee Sehool petition,

Whit s the wae of spending all that

Faney and talent producing speviad shows for
the Kiuds of the viewing audience is fucked up
in bed when they are shown®

Kathleen's message was construelive
she told the managers they should schedule

the shows in diytime al weekends. Anid, dash

i al, Kathleen is the voice of the consumer!

Some enterprising fiem should hire Miss
Schalicld as o residend consullant, and
gunckly

Kalph Nader and Mr. Neilsen probahly
weren 'l hiring off well-documented consumer
complinnis when they were aged eight. And
ook whal they becanme!

If Kathleen s suecessiu). and we hope she
15, she mght turn to other areas of TV
markehng. What do (he women think of zll
those foothall games? And why shouldn't
WHERIDE men have a chance to see S0Ap
Gpeties ot mypeht?

The TV stalions could heed the Torrance
pelihion, swatch children’s shows from 1he
later evemng slots and replace them with
Cesnneltng Laghl and fine Life to Live,

Keep it up, Kathleen,

GUELPH MERCURY

Drea as negotiator
in national unity debate

By DON(PHEARN
Guren's Fark Burean
( The Herald

I bis appearinee before 1he Tusk Forer
nty Canadion Uity tntiri Preouce Wil
Davas stressed that there <kould be inumd.
e celfurm of prachices badwesn e Lealeral
andd provineial fovernments

articubirly, be said, theee showld be an
enid o the fragmentation, duplication ;i
overlap that now existed in the pralicies and
programs of the two levels of government

This &5 a Nhne ohjechive. Though we
undoubtedly will never see an end 1o 10 o
anylhing Like it, there 15 o lol thatl eould e
dane

And. as a thought, he might put Corceel-
ional Services Minister Frank Drea in charge
of negolintions,

GETTING ACTION

For one thing Drea pets aclien,

In a litlle more than t months in office,
he has announced jail elaings that have been
hanging fire for a long Ume., annuunced tha

FUNNYSIDE . -

fuchcko

“i got my dast balryistter e feouhte

.b-]- I'I'I.ﬂ.‘..l'l'll ohjcrnr phnnr ceally

prrasetieors wll wark un bughwiys, and done an
exceptumal numbser of sther things thit have
Been openang? eves arouml here

Al sevond, he has aleeady demunsiral-
e that bie s well o are af the Dael silustion in
duphivarin between the twa levels of goy.
rrrniay

He Do abready announced that e wants
toster o sl parale syslem in Ontarin, 10 be
ruti by the provinee, rather than the dual
presancial and federal systems tha exist
nesk, and has already had carly 1atks with
EN i on thas.

Then further he would like 1o eventually
see one syslem of penal instilutions i the
province nstead of the federal penitentiaries
and the previeal reformatories and jails
Phat sperinle nuw

A i irs) step towands this he hapes to
take over the prisoners 1 the wamen's
Jratitentiary i Kingstoen twhich would mean
fhs ol partly Dlled building coulil be torn
downr and house them an the Vimier Instilule
i Hrampton

Thea he alms al taking over some male
peatienbiary prisoners, willh a financial a-
preemen? with the feds, of course, and
perhiaps 10 years down the road he can see the
provaace, by aprecment, taking over the
jrenilentiiry syslem.

This man s a deer,

ANMOTHER DOER

[ncidentally there is some com parisan to
bar madle hetween Drea and Bob Macaulay,
the ane fime “minister of everything” around
hare,

Both are men 1o get things done, largely
hecause they cul through bureauerals, in faclt
pustung them aside,

And both are original thinkers — Macau-
Ly 50 much so that be was the firs! man b
hring in any new legislative Conservalive
pulicy since George Drew [ed The party back
in 1543,

Macaulay, by the way, was in the hospital
recently for quile a serious operation,

The day before the surgery he had drawn
up a plan of reorganization for (he hospital.
Two days after, he was diciating 10 his
secrelary on the telephone,

The nperation is reporied to have been
successial,

A reluctant goodbye

By GERRY LANDSBOROUGIH
Do aiinm e relunctantly say goodbye
te anather year thal his raced by all oo
quickly andeven theugh the parting is always
sadl, fs yast iod yotrself another year older,
bul seldom the wiser, we greet the new Year
with the greates! of enthusiasm .

W77 wies a hard year for many of us. The
continuing unemployment and rising costs
have put financial hardships on most people
and even thuse comparatively well off had 1o
cul o [ew carners.

We seemed o have lost much during 77.
The deaths of Bing Croshy and Elvis Presley
were tragic happenings that millions felt as a
prersanal loss. Bolth men gave so much (0 us
and T'm sure that their music will live on for
Y Mears o enmee,

Ansther loss that stwl out during 1977
wits the hreakup of se nainy families - even
the home of the Prime Minister did not Ko
unteuched. Famly breakup is the greatest of
tragedy yet perhaps this \rend will help to
bring about relationships of deeper meaning
and stronger valoe in the years ahead.

Many Cinardians expressed embarrass.
meal ar the publicity  cenlering  around
Margare! Tradeau and her peesonal life
ihurang 1957 Margomania swept the nation,
yer somehow we sill sympathize with 1his
rouhled young woman, Experience tells us
thaet tie career ma matter how fulfilling can
lake the plice of ane's children and many
enloriunate yorng women such as Margarel
will discover this fur themselves. Though
very often the discovery comes loo late and
much ton painfufly.

Clur annual Christmas postal strike has
once again proven the unions have become
much Ton powerful, Many Canadians still
belong 1o the 1'wan! a bigger pieee of the
pre sehioal, et all 1oo soon we will all learn
that nething survives consiant 1aking withaut
piving something in relurn

(i the brighter side even though Quebece
tv Ihreateaung to leave the Confederation
there has been a delinite imerease in whal

~could wnly e called Capadhan Natmnalism

Perhaps i1 is this awakening of our Canadian
identity that will help us see this crisis
through and keep us together in unity.

L7 was also the year of the great
siecharine seare. Saccharine was linked to
cancer and was 1o be banned from (he
market. However John Q@ Public weueldn's
stand for at and the seheduled removal was
altered which goes to prove the ald adage
CEeve the prople whal they want - even of o
kills them. "

The over-emphasis on “sex™ was siill
ing strong i 1957 though in the [atter part
of the year movie nwoguls bave stated that its
hime o swilch 1o something else. The puhblic
has seen it all as far as sex is concerned and
they're starting to get bored and consequent -
ly the sex films oren't drawing the same
crowids,

Slar Wars was the big movie thriller of
1977 yuickly followed by several Slar Wars
Imitations. Whe knows Star Wars then Son
of Star Wars might give rise to Grandson of
Star Wars for 78, The whele sequel thing is
Eiven over-all as far as [ see jt -

e aang with the above and countless
ather Rappenings 1977 passed on inlo the pasl
aned 1978 Lay hefore us,

For us personally another yvear with The
Iteredd s enme 1o pass and as in other Veirs
e takes this oppurtunity 1o acknswledpe

Gl
to 1977

those of you whao have rapped our knuckles or
hiinded! bouquets. We are:  too [hp, tou
cianmian, too infcllectual, ton much in the
pulpit. not sireng cnough (P.S that's not
eoough in the palpity but all in all we've
enjoved every minute of i

You nughl net adwavs ageee with us bul
this s ane column here vou never know from
nne week to the next jusl whal ar who will
turn up and as aiways, dear readers, it's your
interest that makes it all worthwhile,

We look furward to your commenls both
povard ained Bial in the New Year,

Sthere’s to 1977 the god, the bad and the
ugly And alihough far the most parl the bad
andd the ugly seemed to have 2 stronger
Inntholil we ook forward wilh hope to 1978
Sl the promise of IT'S BOUND TO GET
BRETTER HAI'PY NEW YEARI
EVERYRODY.

Former Grit takes initiative

By STEWART MacLEGD .
Hiawa Bureaoy
O The Herald

Johin Crosbie has alwavs been hlessod
with 4 magnificent sense of oulrage, and now
Phat I as spicing it with a dab of humor he
might even affeet the drinking and cating
habils of Canadiains,

oot it won't be for back uf effort

The $6-vear-old former Newfoundland
Laberal, who now is the sitling Tory MP [rom
S Jolin's West, has never been ane 1o sit and
simmer n the backpround while debate
rages araund him. Bul as & refatively new
ddition 1o Parliament - he came to Otlawa in
an Uetober, W56 byelection -~ he has had to
Ber thromeh the same breaking-in ProCess iy
olher MPs You don't start stouting the firs
vy an the jab i

But there is every indieation that Crosbe
s campleled tha breakipgn process, e
has griduated, so to speak

“Theeconomy of Canadais in o shiembile.
- they are o group of shamblees., When 1
wateh the minister of finance, T ask myself
how many ministers of finance can dance an
the head 6f i pin. . Heas posilively unorious
with respeet 1o members of the opposition. ™

Antd be poes on, blastiog awav i the
dreaded government, pausing vnly when he
SMUCTTES Ha b overeamne with i bout of dishelief

Looking through our files

TIHIRTY YEARS AGD
At a well-attended nominalion meeling in
Limchouse Memarial Hall on Monday after
noan the entire Esquesing Township Cauncil
was re-clected by acclamation. Council mem-
hers for 1948 will be Heeve George Cleave,
Deputy-Heeve Genrge Currie, Coun. Wilfried
Bird, Coun. H. Craig Reid, and Coun. George
Laslie. The only other nominee for office was
former councilior BN, Brown, who wnos
present at the meeling and declined (o cause
an efection by atlowing his name to sland.
The caboose of a slanding freight train
was demolished, 1wo cars derailed and
another damaged in an accident which
occurred at 11:35a.m. Sunday morning on the
CNH line jusl wes! of the Main Street bridge.
A four-car freight train coming from Acion
hil the rear end of the standing freight afier a
erash heard by residentsin the distriet, many
of whom hurried lo the scene. Luckily no one
was in the eaboose and no injuries eccurred.
A gala Christmas was arranged by
olficials of Local 788, 1.B.E.W. the union local
at the Smith and Stone plant, for children of
employees. The party, complele wilh free
and Santa Claus, was held Jast Tuesday night
in the Oddleliov:s Hall. Altogether, 219
presents were distributed, as well as a hag of
ireals to each child atiending,
TWENTY YEARS AGO
Because the province will not approve a
flat rate sewer charge on the water bill,
ceuncil has had (o revise (1s opinion on how Lo
dsaess e wosl of 3 pruposed new sewage
dispesal plant. Originally councit hoad decided
Lowr A U el e R AAr Lk L I TR
mill shee of the general tax rate, plus a

&

stervice charge based on (he nuisber ol water
otllets,

Santa visited over 100 Lions Club children
dl the arend Hose Hoom on Sunday aficrnoon
as the club presented ils second annual
Chrisimas parly. The members and their
wives were also an hand for fun MC'd by Jack
Gunnitg?. Hob Burdsley of Brampton broughi
along his Hammond ergan fo aecompany the
wvadldren an the singing of Christmas carols
and all the old Christmas Tavorites. The
children swarmed around Santa and his three
helpers when he made his entrince near the
close of the festivities and danced to the
rallicking tunes played by Bob Bardsley.

TEN YEARS AGH

Saturday murning at a special meeting,
the Buard of Police Commissioners appointed
Acting Police Chicl Harley Lowe Chief of the
Georgetown Police Department. Chiel Lowe
joined the force in 1956, when # consisted of
fsrur men.

Invision of the counly inte three planning
areas was proposed to Halton County Council
Tuesday, when Roberl Serena reparted for
the Halton Planning Associatian. Mr. Serena
propased that from “some spot north of Hwy,
57 sheuld be designated as one planning area
and the areas of Qakville and Burlingion
should each from the other two areas.

Reform Institutions Minister Ajlan
Grossman yesterday announced a $7 million
consiruction program, the first leg of which
will be Maplehursi. a regienal detention
ceaire o replace the anliquated Hallon and
Pecl County Jails. Grossman said in 4 press
ennference 1at consiruction there will start in
1968 and be compleled in three or four years,

e e e Y A S B

after break-in as Tory MP

Claay it sanoutrage. Iiakes my breath
away. | hind it se dumbfonnding 1 can hardly
sprak.

WANTS BAN

Bul when 11 comes to these anli-seal
prafesters, the Newfoundland MP has no
trouble speaking. And this is how nur caling
and drinking kabits could be affccted, he-

Creause Croshie wanis g counter-offensive

Fiunched againsi the French government for
s mave b ban the importation of seal pells.
Champagne and pale de foie gras are his
initial largets,

“Apparenlly Hrigitte Hardot is such a
powerful higure in France that in the 1winking
af an eye - and | will nol say what else she
might have twinket — they are going to bar
sedal pelits from France.” Crosbie old 1he
Cornenots, I this government has any puts
or gumphion they will bar the importation of
French champagne. .

And aa an ohvious counter allick (o
charges 1that seal hunting is eruel. Crochie
Lilkesd about how the poor French groups are
trampled 1o death just to make some aleholic
tirink.

Fruom the reaclhion, it was obvinus thad
wher parliamenlarians were listening. And |
i sure the Freneh ambassador perked up
His ears

A few days later, the irrepressible Tory
was af foagain,

"Sinee 1w government of France in a
most insincere and hypocritical manner has
bhanned the smportation of harp seal furs into
France beeause of the allege cruelly of the
seal huni and since the government of France
tonlinues to ignure the fact that in the
prixiuction of pale de foie gras the French:
men treat with greal cruelty the French
Konse which is force fed and otherwise
handled in an outrageous manner 1o satisfy
the patates of the Frenchmen and the jaded
appeines of the wealthy, | move, . "

Croshie wanied the federal government
tasend a diplomitie note of protest to France,

NOTE OPTIMISTIC

“Of course they haven't got the backbone
lo do anything about it," Crosbie said later.
"But al Ieasi I can ridicule the pretentions of
the French government.

“They don't give o damn about anything
they do, whether it be nuclear testing or
inlerfering in our domestic affairs. They then
turn around and make us oul to be
harbarians,

"I am going to give them a bit of the same
I'realment.””

Crosbie will be mecting with Newfound-
land Premier Frank Moores ater this month

when he will ask that provincial liquor siores -

stop selling French champagen. “And damn
it. I don’t see why we can't ban pate de foie
pras.”

As he falked in Parliament about the
force-feeding of French geese, Croable seem-
ed to be drawing on some inner source af
oulrage — the type normally reserved for use
by sealing protesters — and he emphasized
“the abherrance this practice arouses In all
civifized eountries.”

In ferms of publicity, Cresbic came up
with 3 masterful performance. And he'll be
doing it again.

“Al every chonce,” he aays. "'l am lired
ol getling kicked around by France."

!
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Trip

shghtly

delayed

A llettonad work
By MAGGIE HANNASY
and LOWTTAYLOR
Herald stalf writer

“Hello, Jessica” Oh, it's you Siegfried.
He o possd ol aindd find Mrs. Claus for me, will
your! Yes, Il bedd on 15t hurry up. This is
lung dslanese _

“Whua, steady. Yes, it's me. No, I'm not
finie, bil Uil survive, b, they did show up. I
wondered il thev'd go home, That's good. At
least Tdun't have to worry about where they
Kot 1o Now 1 can just gel mysell all rested
up.’

“Where am I7 U'm in hospilal. Now, now,
Jessica, calm down. 1's Just a litlle minor
palehing »in*

“Nobdid aol run into anything serious.
Oh, you noliced the seorch marks on the
sleigh. Yes, well, - uh, — 1hat's why I'm in
here. I gota bit 1 warm and my suit started
tn smoke ™

“No, oo, Bisn'truined, It's just the pants,
Fm sorry, haney. I koow bhow hard you
warked afler | split them lasi year. IUs all
these snacks the kids leaver T an't ignore
them ar the little nippers get ail upset,”

“Actually you see, that's what started it
all. Thil and this new subdivision that Halten
Hills edoesn't want.

“Well, Siegined said something about
LK new homes in the Foacal Properties
subdiviston so we loaded up the 1oys for all
the kads un thit assumption Only when 1
arrivetd in Georpetoan T found the darn thing
hadn’t been built S0 you see T was already
averlnaded when | headed south to Milton, ™

“Then allthose snacks those rich kids left
for me weighed me down too. Oh, you haven't
heard. Yes, well it seems that Geargetown js
avery affluent place. That's why the kids can
aflurd such Ing treats for the team and 1. Who
Says? The head of the Halton Law Sociely,
1hat's whe, No, | don't know his name. Gee,
Jessica, What am 1" A walking  Who's
Who?™

"I wiis Just coasling along over Trafalgar
Road when this guy yelled at me over his CB,
Apparently the police were after me for
speeding. Would you believe those reindeer
can go 2% kilomnelres per hour?"

" guess | was <o angry aboul the ticket
thit T got the team upset, loo. Anyway, the
next thimg | know Hudolph tripped over
something and T got 2 het scat”

“Na.no Nota TV antenna, [ was a tower -
of sutne kind the Ontario Hydro fellows left
stuck out in the middle of nowhere near
Milton. 1 think They 're going o pul up a power
line on il or something. No, 1 don't know why
t's there. All T know is Rudolph tripped over
it and his nose lit up like the last time we had
Il recharged. Yes, that's how [ scorched the
sleigh and burned my britches.”

“What Bappencd? Well, alier we humped
wi that T osort of bounced, No [ didn't break
anyvthing, Well, not on me, anyway.”

© Uit on the roof of this old building in
Acton. Jusl a5 well T picked the old one, not
the new one beside it T hear they're talking
abaut tearing it down or restoring il anywa Y.
I Bave them a helping hand towards the
project. Well, if they tear it down they don’t
have lo hother with the piece | knocked out, If
they restare il they'd have Lo rebuild the roof
anyway because il was all rotien,.

“Right, Of course, il wasn't a nice thing
lodo but [ couldn't helpit. Heck, Jessica. I'm
just glad T didn't land on their brand new
firchall. On the vther hand, it's a good thing 1
came $o clnse. They had atraflic jam there so
they 'd never have got & pumper out if I'd been
fwo far away. Really cfficient firefighlers
those guys. Gol my britches cooled off very
nuickly.™ '

“*Wo, lhey didn't take e to the hospital in

“Georgelown, They wanted 1o but my age was

against me. They figured 1'd been shaken up
encugh I'd need extended rest after they
patched up my burned spot and they haven't
room for an exlended care facility in the
place. ™

“Justas well, [ didn’t go to Georgetown,
You knee bwew | hke to read. Well, their
Bhrary rap't oy Bt as the ane mn the igloo
aetuess e pele trom the workshop ™

CWhere an 7 SNow sou know what will
hisppen af the fintle kids find out where [ am,
111 be total bedlam. The hospital is under-
stafed as it is. They'd never manager with ali
the little people dropping by and the switch-
Bovird jammed with calls. It'd be worse 1han
when Eivis died ™ 5

"I just wanted to be sure Lhe team gol
home safety and you weren't too worried”
et Twiasn’s wath them. Ul be just fine.
Gied dhe suiteases packed up because we're
taking that vacalinn as soon as | gel home. ™!

“How snon? [ don’t know. I've got a Dr,
Phubrook locking after me andhe has to be
back fer Parliament to reconvene so 'l
prohably see you within the next month or so.
1'll call yous then and tell you exactly when to
expect me, Okay?”

*Yes, Jessica. I love you loa. Now be a
Bouwd girl and I'll s¢¢ you soan. Bye."
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