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Don‘t forget Joseph

Poor Joscph always gels Jorgotien al
Christmas. The attention focuses on the babe
in the manger. the mother, the angels, the
promuse that this child would e the long-
awaite dMessiah

Bul Joseph was the [alt-guy for evervone
elac’s glory.

Under the circumstances, who would
blame him if he had walked out? The woman
he hadn't marricd yel was golog (o have a
baby that he hadn't fathered.

“1f this Jesus is really the son of Ged,”
Joseph might well have said, “‘then let God
have the responsibility for bringiog him up.™

(M course, he didn't say that. And he
dicdn’t quit. We know he was still around when
Jesus was 12, and lingered in the Tempie,
listemng to the pricsis and fcachers Bul
that's the last fime the New Testament
bothers mentioning Joseph

Yot there's no doubt thal Joseph was o

good father 1o Jesus. Throughout the four
Gospels, Jesus refers to God as “"Father" ina
way that no previous Jewish prophet ever
had, as o personp]l Gud, warm, loving.
friendly . carmg, forgiving, just, somebimes
cven with a sense of hunor.

We can’t prove that Joseph was that kind

of father too. The New Testament offers no
eve-wilness reports, no chacacter references,
an the Tanuly life of Joseph and his eldest lad.

But surely o Josvph had been preoe-
vupicd with his business, or chased village
wammen. or was harsh, cruel, or unjust -
surely even Jesus would have retained traces
of itlerness.

He would have said that God was unlike
human athers. In fact, if Joseph had been a
bl Gber. Jesus himsell -might have
developed differently.

Joseph gives the message of Christmas o
different perspective. For every baby, in o
sense, 15 a chitd of God.

And every parent may  deeide, for
reasons that seem valid to him or her, Lo lot
sameone olse look after that child nnd to
pursue instead that parent’s own individual
It rests.

Bronping up a child of God is an awesome
responsibility . But maybe opting out would be
o more terrdte respensibility.

Hemember Joseph., Think of how dif-
ferently the promise of Christmas might have
turned out of he hadn’t done his best as a
parent.

~ EVEN A MOUSE

s Sabsia Vineeal
As sl s Wtle whisps of lire
A iy mause ran threugh o crowdesd] byre
Where ammals and people stood 13 ave
To paee upon New Life asleep in straw

in wonder. rmosese on Iund legs stood with ese
Hae spffed the aee amd soon began o sneeze,
An angel lurned weth finger te her hips
Then pownled to the Babe with fingertips.

Lood s galtat thot first Chostmas was His Son
Tu spread wise words and love to everyone,
St animals knew Tasth wilthin Christ's reach
[iut man was blind and difficull to teach

Twer thousand sears with many lessons learned
Man's hining now Chroist’s inner peace s carend,
Ammals show love which we should borrow

“Trl we put nur [aith an Christ tomorrow

Clur gl oG] imust be thew sy we think

Fer thanks for Christ before we sip our drink,
in laughter bright yvet sharing of a tear,
In needed Blessings sent an silent priver

Looking through our files

THIUEY YEARS AGH
There wis o maotnent of stunned sifenee
al Council meetmye on Mendav evening
fidlea g the reading iy Maver Gibbons of o
letter from PR #larmsen announcing his
Core=ignatien as clerk-treasuruer of the lown
for reasans of health The mayor pointed o
Mr Harrison's capable peoformance of his
dutie~ for rhe past 28 vears, and sanl he
deeply regretted the resiegnathion of vne wh
hi~  heeld the Res pesation of  mimigipal
povernment, arel whose henesty and atality
Have been isbave teproach
Eaguesing coutier] establishoed by bylw o
connunity ball at Stewarttown, with the
follewing as o board of mavapers: Heese
George Cleave and Beputy-Heeve  George
Curcie < townshup representatives: Mrs, Wal-
ler Lawson, Mrs Bober! Cupmngharn, Milion
J. Brown, Willioen Alexamder and H Crag
el

TWENTY YEARS ATH)

Thamias Beer of RIS Georgetown escap-
et injury st Wednesday morning when his
car collided with the mormmp trann from
Harmilton, approaching Georgetuwn at the
crossing on 17 Srlerond near Smith's Garage
Fhere was approxunately $3.000 damage to
the vehiele, o late model Ford ranch wagon.

The department of education has given

permission to Sorth Hallon Iisirct igh
sthion) board 1o replice he old section of
freorgetown gh sehool with o new building,
The 1867 structure had o foretasie of doom
three vears apge when a substantial iddilon
wits maide to the building with the under-
standing that it woutd be the nucleus-Tor a
comiplete new thh sl
TEN YEAHRS AGO

The suceess of the Go Transit sysiem has
prompted the provineal cabinet to call for a
survey of extensions to the existing line,
pressibly o ineludde Georgelown. Bat govern-
ment officials will be cagey  about any
announcement because past experience has
proved that he mere mention of any
exlvasion in a speoific area con semd Eand
Cory s sinif g

A 33-vear- carcer ended officially Tust
Friday when an aucthion sale a1 the home of
Mres Carolime Celhins concluded. 1 was the
fral sasle Tor i veteran district businessaan,
Frank Peteh, who has deewded to retire from
the business afler aver half a cenlury.

The 2nd Georgelown Cub Pack which
mects every Monday might in St George's
Vanish dlalk, enpoyed o Christmas parly an
Dee  10h Instead of exchanging gifts with
cach otlwr, the boys boughl o story ook each
b gaa to the Chabdren’s Ward al the George.
e Hlospigl

Apparent dislike showing
between Davis, Smith

By DONONEARN
GQueen™ Park Bureaw

There is o deep, personal dishike growing
between Ointirie Pretmer William Dipvis and
Frovinvial Liberal Laader Stuart Smith, @
Ieast [rom the pretmmer's sale

This beecame evident in the closing days of
the sessiin.

When the premder was replying 1o The
Liberad Jesuder he would almost inveriably
cul kim up '

This weuldn't be moan outeighl atack,
but in that subtle, eymeal way of reply 1hal
pelishedl politictns, can bave whea they den’
hke cach other

Anil listening to 11, one could have little
doutt that 1here was hitterness underneath

Behind this could be the Taet thal Davis
just degson Tike Spand's Line of alfack, and Tor
reasons of his own, consider 1 unfarr or
ditoried.

The: observer doesn’t know  just whal
{hese reasons could be,

FUNNYSIDE

EL s
P

For on the surface Smilth's atack, though
Krawing more pointed, seems pretty well on
the miark

Ao thie Dowves imend probably represents
a Linrly recent swileh '

ot too Jong ago he wos saying thal he
reslly dicdin’n koea Just haw Lo dssess Smith,

Frovinvial Treasarer Darey MeKeogh
haes steadueed o hill which is goiog to do a bin
of linr-rinsig before it finally gets through

Thie bill is e proviede for 1he Dheensing o
businesses by muanicipabilies.

Al present these hieensing powers are i
thee Mumaipal  Act anid they  are quile
resirietnl

peder the Jegistimaon all loeal mumeipiti-
s witld be given very broad licensin
rwers, :

This they will like.

Ml 1here s another provision they won'
hke!

This is thal excopt in speeific cases they
wan't e able 1o charge licence fees.

And 1he only specilic cases named are
body raby parlors and tixicabs,

In all ether cases, MeKeosugh says, the
municipadities will be aicting Tor the wellore
of e communily ol Jarge oamd so the
cammunity at large should b responsibile
For sy costs, and licence fees shoubda't be o
FUVenue iHm.

You don't bave to be particularly fac-
secing to predict that he 1s going 1o gel o goeod
many arguments on this,

Al levels of government are very jealous
of their revenue Seurces.

The hill has only been presemted for

discussion now, wd won't be proceeded with

until the next session,

1y RTEAWART MacLEODL
tHiawa Hureau
Y The Herull

Prine Minister ‘Treudeau hus done his
sl o dimpen specatslion that his govern.
nent iy eliminale entice departments ps
juert ol (s own spxending restraints program.
St the dssue continues to dominate cabinet
meelINgs

"We've had some pretly hot sessions over
this,”" suys une minister, “and there are mure
hot sesslons coming up.” He seemed to be
loking forwarit 1o the arguments.

Treasury Bourd President Roberl And-
ris who anneunced last March that the
governmen! would fimil Inereases in tota)
federal spending 10 yeven per cenl this year
— compared with 14 per tent last year — s
apparently leadiog the campalgn 1o chop
certain deparimenis. And he is supporied by
the so-called righl wingers of the cabinet.

But They have a [ght on their hands,
particularly lrom representatives of slow-
Rrowlhareas, as they consider administering
the ixe lo departmenis of regional economic

D Rumors persist of wholesale

er of Halton H.!!E.

expansion, consumer and corporate affairs,
cemmuniculions, urban afluirs and scicnce
and technolegy. Exicronl Aflairs Minister
Don Jamieson, o Newfoundlander, and Privy
Council President Allan MacEachen, a Cape
Breloner, are among those who don't want to
see the depariment of regional economle
vxpansion ¢liminated while their provinces
are 5o pligued by unemploymeni.
BIG SAVINGS

The five departments spend aboul $750
million of the guvernment's 1977 total outlny
ul $45 billion, but their eliminalion would nol
resull in o saving of $750 million, Many of the
respansibilities would be transferred 1o ¢ther
depariments.

However, there would be significant
suving and even more important, any drastic
step like this would have a profound impact
on the private sector. There will also be
pruning programs carried oul In existing
fdepartmenls.

‘The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation is
une government agency that is likely to be o
mujor victim of the government's resiraints

Milk and cookies!

It would be nice to hﬁva hot chocolafe

and a bowl! of soup

for a change

&a;@/

program. Aller seeing the CBC's 1977 spend-
ing ¢limb {o $467 millhion lrom last yeur's $415
million, cabinel is delermined 1o halt the
pitriicular spiral.

"1 think we'll be cutting the CBC budgel
by aboul $29 miltion," says one chatty
minisier, And he 1alked about how Andras
wus sending .other departmental spending
estimates back 1o the responsible ministers
for downward revisions. 2

"Thul guy can be tough.” .

Althvugh Trudeau has appeared to be
scotching rumors about the possible execu-
lion of depariments, he has carcfully aveided
Mal denials. When asked aboul the possibility
of DREE being eliminated, Trudeau men-
ttoned that Hegional Expansion  Minister
Marcal Lessard had already denied this.

“1shall simply add that they, the rumors,
might originaie from the fact that, more and
muore, we hear the premiers, thelr minislers
and newspapers congratulating the govern-
ment for its initiative, recapitulating the
amoums spent during the eight or nine years
of existence of Lhat department and asking

Christmas-a magical time

s GERRY LANDSDOROUGH

Christmas - that magical, joyous, and
festive ime of vear. Christmas is the lime for
throwing off the shackles of adultheod and
allowing the child that lives within each of us
o frobic if only for a litlle while,

Unfortunately some of the “childrea”
within who reign at Christmas time are holy
terrors. They overspend nnd buy beyond
their means, und as children they stamp their
feet and insis! its thelr right.

Sume *'holy terrars’” go on boopzing inges
and the “hurtghild™" within them takes over
No maller how sincere the promise or how
painful lhe memory of last year's office party
the child within shakes its head with a firm
“it's Christmas too bad if [ can't enjoy a
ilrink after working my butt off all year."

Within all of us the chlld stands sirong at
Christmas tme For seme ils remem:
erances of nol vnough lo cat and so they
porge themsclves more gnd more o8 does o
chitd fill well past the bursting point.

Far othirs (he strong emaotions thal
Christmas envokes mokes over-indulging
need” that must be mel in order $o cope with
lhe holidays snd that child Just wants to “iry
i little please® - and its liile eyes are alwoys
Lictar than it helly far nlmnstl,

It is the child within us thal buys the
Christmuos gifts - very often il buys nat what is
practical or even realistic but instead it
answoers o need from deep with childhood
past und buys the longed for Beauliful doll or
the faney ruce car sel.

We all answer the child within us, bul
somelimes our -odull | pushed out hy sn
angry. demanding. never satisfied child. Of
course when that happens the bills start
pouring in and December has long since
fuched away everyone pays for the “holy
terros” rampoge.

However., not everyone has o holy terrar

- Got a
Gol o beef? ,

Wanl to wrie 10 your elecied member of
the Tederal or provineiel parllament? Then
you can contact them ot the following
addresses: x

CANADA

Halton constilutency —~ (Lileral) Dr. Frank
Philbruuk, MP, Hause of Comamons, (Mlawa,
Ontariy.

Pecl-Dufferin-Simeoe — Constiluency (Lib-
ernl) Ross Milne, MP, House of Communa,
O1tawa, Ontarin.

Wellinglon — Constltueney (Liberalt Dr,
Fronk Bbaine, MP, House of Commons,
{(Hiawa, Unlarioe.

There is no requiremenl for poslage to be
affixed 1o letters matled 10 elecied members
of federal parlioment. There is, however, no
priwviginn for free malling 1o elected memb-

reborn sl Christmas ime. For some the chald .

that appears is an anticipating one, shaking
presents and cuddling under the mistletoe
and throwing astde far a lime the woes of the
world.

Thiy child delights at the eeunch of snow
beneath the teet and giggles at the wrapping
of presents wondering if the gift receivers
will have as muach pleasure os the gift giver.

It 1% the child within us thot tiptoes down
the stairs ot midnight placing parcels under
the tree and (iNing the stockings, quite often,
wilh u definite ho! ho! ho! |

Christinos is for childhood and because of
this wer often become: guite childlike in our
delight with the season. 'Those of us whose
“haly terror® takes over during Christmas
could cateh the little devil at work and not
domg away with childhood altogether but
allowing the adult thet is also part of us lo
have a lirmer stond.

A few vears back I wrote a poermn of
vhildhood remembrinees that seems quile
dppropriate at this time. I hope you'll enjoy
shuring it with me once agein as my
Christmns wish for all of you - and as always
from my house to yours the happiest of
Christmases.

Christmus Thoughts and Wishes
By G. LANDSBOROUGH

A child louks ot Christmas, at the height of
lhee Irce '

Touching the ceiling just as giant as can be
A child look at the table, with so much Lo iry
A woman Yhinks of other years and brushes
tears aside,

A ¢hild races happily, bunging poarlour doors
A child raltles presents and slides on
Grandmas floers.

A vhild sings oul loudly and joins in the spree
A woman remembers how chlldhood van be.
Tu keep Christmaos os children, for we alp
B v child

beef?

ers of the provingl parlinment,

' ONTARID
Halon-Burlingion conslituency — (Liberal)
Julinn Reed, MPP, Queen’s Park, Toronto,
{Inlario,

Ookville constituency — (Progresslve Con-
gervative) Hon. James Snow, P, Queens
Purk, Toronto, Onlario.

Brampton censtituency - (Progressive
Conscervalive) Hon. Williom Davls, MPP,
Queen's Park, Torenlo, Ontario, .
Wellinglon-duffering-Peel  consiltuency -
i Progressive Conservatlve) Jack Johnson,
MPP, Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario.

ftenders conlaciing their elected repre- ’

sentulives about any concerns they may have
should atso feel free 1o direcl g copy of thelr
carrespandence to The Herald where it will
he ecensidered for publication. We welcome
bellers.

S O S N e i e T e e e e

[eep within our own bosoms, yet there all the
while.

Christmas is for childhood, for making
Memorics

Christmas is for loving, loving all in har-
mony. _

Of friends and of family. of carols and noel
Of soft falling snowflakes and chiming
Christmas bells |
Of peace and goodwill
towards men

¥oes, Christmas is lor childhood

Then let us all be children for Christmas once

ngain.

contentment, of

budget cuts

the federal government to conlinue tha
beauliful entlerprise.” :

This statement did not alier the fact that
the prime minister had cartier told New
Brunswick Premier Richard Hotfield that
DHEE might be, elimated.

Bul in Parliament, Trudeau gaild *'there
i= na present policy for the government {0,
reduce the number of minlstries or, for that
malter, to mulliply them."” Again, he care-
[ully avoided issuing denials.

The chatty minister 1 was referting to
sald that while there is 514)) no over-all policy
on department eliminations, one could be
developed in a matter of hours. But he
doubted whelher as many as five depart-
ments would be affecled. :

“If you really want to gel ride of a couple
of depariments you start by suggesting five,
Then you back off and settle for two and that
wily cveryone emerges as a winner."

“The anly 1hing 1 am sure of is that Bob
Andras is not fvoling around this time. Juat
wail and see.”

We will,

Is religion

all but
gone?

Dr. Daniel Cappon, a professor in en-
vironmental studies at York University,
Toronto, at a recent intermational conlerence
in New Zealand suggested thal the United
Notions convene 2 meeting of the hundred
best Intellects In the world to discuss the
purpose of human existence. He has ex-
plained why he is calling for such a meeting:
“With every ideclogy wavering, religion all
but gone, science unable to give the answers
to why, no one can tell us any more what it's
all aboul.™ _

Henlly professor? Surely you recognize
that it is of the nature of an ideology to waver,
for it is a response of emotion and mind, o
malter of anxiety and aspiration, with
respect to 2 broad pallern of circumstance
which is constantly changing. Only for the

totalitarian mind do idectogles not waver,

And science as such has never purported
to give answers lo life's basie "Whys" --
although it can help clear underbrush and
indicate new directions.

“Helipgion all but gone?" Perhaps in some
countries, but it still secems to have an ef-
fective life in Canada and to be showing signs
of becoming stronger than it has been in the
receni pasl.

Religious leaders report that more and
more people now scem to be looking to church
and synagogue for help in coping with the
deep, basic problem of their lives. The
pressures and menaces and confusions of [ife
today are cousing many to look {er meaning
and purpose in the resources of rellgion — and
there is evidence that religious leaders,
recognizing this, are offering in  their
ministrations the basics of ‘religion, and are
less concerned with the mere incidenlals of
religion than many have been in the recent
past.

The alleged evidence that “religion is
gone'” is often superficials, depending upon
how many people went 1o church or
synagogue last week. But religion goes muceh
deeper than that. It’s not a guestion about
organized religion at all byt ““does life have
meaning for you? And is that because, like a
member of AA. you arce trusting a power
beyond yoursell and working that out daily?”

Dr. Cappon's suggeslion certainly is
warthy of serious coosideration -- but he
shouldn't rule oul the effectiveness of
retigion, not vel anyway.

Editor’s notebook

{ine hall of the world eannet understand

Ihe pleasures of the ether.
Jane Austen

Good advice

This holiday season -- and at every parly
vou host - give your guests the gift of true
fricndship by considering those thalt must

drive home.

That's the advice -of the Hamilton
Autemobile club, which is launching its an-
nual “First i Friend.. Then o Host" holiday
campaign.

The iden behind the campaign is (o ploace
the best interests of driving guests one step

ahead of efforts to entertain lavishly at the -

bar, anyway.

Recognizing that it's Impractlcal to
discourage drinking altogether, especially
during the Chrisimus and New Year's season,
ihe club suggests sublly de-cmphasizing the
liguor. The low-jey methods the club proposcs
wor't dampen the spirit of the party and
guests are more tikely lo be in a condition lo
drive home safely. :

The basic point is Lo simply centre atlention
on food and fun rather than bottled spirit.

Here are the club’s suggestions on how fo
be “Firslt A Friend...Then A Hoat™:

-Mix the first drink for guests, if you wish,
bul consider setling up a sell-serve bar so
gueats may pace themselves. If you plan on
playing bartender yourself, always measure
moderate amounts of liquor.

--Include o variety of low and non-alchohlic
beverages for those whe may wish to abslain,
--Never push drinks on driving guests.
--Cenlre attention on food. Have an attractive
nnd generous display of rich and starchy
foods and acrve pleaty of them throughout the
evening. Here's where your cullnary talents
can be displayed. Such foods will help slow
down the absorption of alcohol Into the
bloodstream. Loo. _
--Set en example and don't over-induige In
drinking. .
--Keep guests circulating with dancing,
games or conversalion, diverting altenlion
from the bar. '

--Mnke sure coffee is that “‘ore for the road.”
While coffee won't sober anyone up, It galns
lime --and Lime is the only factor that leads to
sabriety,

--As the cvening wears on, serve a rich desser

or sweets along with a  non-alcoholic
beverage. Sweets aren't too compatible with
alcohol and may tead o guest Lo choose coflee
instead. N
~Tactfutly moke passengers out of driving
gucsts who may have had one oo many.
Consider calling a cab or offering overnight
sccemmaodations for the guest if all else Mails.
The elub savs these steps should ensure o
successfuly party, yel may lessen the chance
of some “mornlng after” bad news about a

close [riend.
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