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Minister's
comments

explained

By JULIAN REED
MPP Halton-Burlingtoo

A further lay-ofl of 4,000
medical workers and an im-
position of %5 a day [ee on
pallents by hoapitals was re-
cently stated by the Executive
Director of the Ootario Hmpu-
al Assoclation.

However, the Mlnlﬁlur
Hesalth announced Lhat wh!tﬂ
hosplials may have to close
active treatment beds and un-
dergo a stafl reduction by
atirition, he simply doea not
iniend to introduce delerrent
fees. The lay-offs were o possi-
bility. These changes are stat-
ed 10 be the result of provincial
grants that will not keep pace
with the rale of inflatlon,
which has been forecast by
Ottawa to run at abeul 6 per
cont,

The Mlinister of Health has
outlined to the OHA, exactly
whal monies they can expecl
al least until 1380: no increase
in capital expenditure far two
years; a further reduction in
active treatment beds by in-
ereasing out-patient, home and
chronic care: and a further
staff reduclion, mainly by at-
trition.

And according 1o the Minist-
er of Consumer and Commerce-
jal Relations, those firms of-
fering instant cash for income

tax refunds, will be driven out .

of husiness in Onlario by
propesed legislation that will
limmit their profits, More than 5
per cent from the refund s tax
payer is expected to receive
will become an illegal practice
on the part of the tax discoun-
ters according to the new
legislation, including over-
payments of unemployment
insurance premiums and Can-
nda Pensjon Plan coniribut-
ions. 45 income lax discount-
ers in the Province of Ontario
charged up lo 50 per cent of
refunds this year, according to
the Minister, Fines of up to
$5,000 wiil be payable accord-
ing to the proposed legislation
should 1his repeat itsell. Exor-
bedont fees for any servige,
and lkat includes completion
of the income tax form, will
also become [llegal.

Oppaosition Members main-
tain that the public shotld no
longer be nsked to have blind
faith in the ability of the police
to control organized crime,
because too little information
is available on the exten! of
such organized crime and pol-
ice measures lo combal it. Pat
Reid (Liberal MPF for Rainy
River) said the time has come
to let the public know how deep
the “lentacles of organized
crime” go within the Province.
The Solicitor-General once a-
gain rejected the Opposition's
demands for a public enquiry
into this matler, although he
admitted that erganized crime
in Ontariois major problem in
the areas of loansharking,
gambling, fraud, investment
in legitimale businesses that
subsequently operate Hlegau}-
drugs and pornography,

A Private Member's Bill has
been introduced by Liberal
MPP Hoberi Nixon, that would
make insurance of all molor
vehicles in Onlario compul-
sur}r Drivers would no longer

be able o pay $100 into the
Motor Vehicle Accident
Claims Fund to avoid buying
insurance, Introducing the
Bill, Mr., Nixon alluded to
increased use of roads at high-
er speeds “and occasionally
ruinous Josses arising out of
moter accidents' when the
offending driver is nol insured.

Significant reforms of the
administration of {he courts is
required to improve the qual-
ily of justice as the caselpad
¢risis presently in operation In
Ontario courts has the potent-
1al to undecmine it, according
to the Altorney-General, The
use of Freach has also been
expanded in the criminal divis-
ion of the provincial courts,
according to the Atlorney-
General, and this will assist §
6 per cent of Ontario's French-
spcaking residenls.

Forelgn paren! firms who
refuse to allow thelr Canadian
subsidiaries to compete In ex-
perli markets, was brought to
the Premier’s altention by
Stuart Smith - Anaconda Can-
ada Lid. of Toronto which may
have to close for this reason
wns mentioned, Mr. Davis ind-
tcated that he had no intention
of setling strict conditions un-
der which companles may est-
ablish new plants in Ontorlo,
and stated that Imposing cond-
ittons on invesiment s nod the
ideal method of attracting new
industry to the Province. How-
ever, allewing forelgn parent
caompanies o set the rules is
surely disastrous,

Regarding ralsing the drink-
ing age, o Cabinel source aaid
that the government would
probably not *‘dare to go
through with” legislation to
raise the drinking age to 15.
Telegrams and lelters haye

ed into Queen's Park fol-
owing reports that Govern-
ment Members would reject
the Private Member's Bill of
Remo Mancinl, (Liberal MPP
for Essex-South} to ralse the
drinking age. Rumours have
also been heard that even if the
government did not oppose Lhe
Bill on second reading, it
wotld be allowed to die on the
Order Paper at the end of the
session, leaving (he govemn-
ment io introduce its own
legislation next yedr,
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Sale Ends Saturday
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Stereo Juke Box

Fenlures: @ Psychedehc coloréd lights
® AM/FM stereo
® B-1rack playor
® Aulpmauc record changer
® Walnul imsh cabinel (327 long)

HEVER BEFORE SALE PRICH

00000000000000000000
.il.tiil---itiitttiq.

Terry Bath Towels |¢
Approx 22" x 42"
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Men’s H ighland
Sweaters
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