s —

S E— R . B o

—

- o i
A g B B B P s e

To the editor of The Herald:

The editoricl appearing in
the November 16th issue of The
Herald, written by Don 0O
Hearn, raises some interesling
questions.

1 recognlze Mr. O'Hearn's
concern, but the subject mal-
ter he deals with, namely,
hospital-medicel costs, [s a
very complex issue.

I would suggest that to come
to grips with the questions
ralsed, ene would have lo ask
the question, “*Who implemen-
led and promised the cltlzens
of Canada and the Provinces a
comprehensive and almost un-
limited health insurance
plan?”’

The answer is, of course the
Polilical Parties with a major-
ity in the parliaments of the
provinees and of the country at
the time of implementation,

In essence, the Federal and
Provincial Governments be-
came the Insurance carrier for
health services. Whether the
open-ended, all embracing
plan is economically viable or
is actuarily soundis the first in
a serjes of questions o be
answered.

[ would suggest, Mr, Q"
Hearn, that you are knocking
on the wrong door when you
question the elficiency of Hos-
pital Boords and of the Medi-
cal Practicioners, who are
expected to supply service
unider an open-ended plan.

As with most wonderful de-
signed schemes by men {(wo-
men}, sometimes things *“‘ofl
go awry."”

I think lhe guestion you
should address yourself to [s:
"Is the Province of Ontario
now saying they cannot afford
such an elaborate program of
health care?™

May the Lord preserve us
from yet anolher study of
Administrative Efficiency.

In simplistic terms, the only
way of regulating health care
costs is to put them back in the
market place and delermine
whal people are prepared to
pay for them. Don't be *“gul-
led"” by the red herring that
has been flopping around for so
long about those grasping doc-
ters and hospitals not being
efficient.

Doclors disposable incomes
have not increased over the
past five years despite a cumu-
lative inflation ligure of about
50 per cent. Is it any wonder
that our physicians aremoving
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The lollowing is an account
rendered on beha!f of a Toron-
to woman, (o the Blue Cross
Division, by a San Francisco
Hospital, for a 52-day stay. The
billing filled 67 papes, totalling
$46,138. Accommeodation alone
exceeded $15,000.00,

Twenty-seven days in ICU at
$420.00 per day; daily lab

~ charges odded up lo $7,673;

Drugs to $5,549; Medical Sup-
plies - $4,921; Inhalatien Ther-
apy - $4,900; Blood Bank -
$1,650; Use of Operaling Room
- $1,573; and X-rays $1,519.
Altogether there were 2,083
separate charges listed.

Quite apart from the size of
some of the hospilal's charges,
and that's a matter for OLHIP
to judge, the number of them
alone is & salutary reminder of
what hospital care involves
and why il cosis as much as it
does,

In Canada, the measure of
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resource consumed, expressed
in Gross National Product
terms, is about 7.2 per cent - or
nbout mid-way between the
Britlsh and U.S. system. By all
measurments used, {.e., mor-
tality, morbidity statistics,
elc., Conpada’s system aof
health care compares favour-
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ably with olher countries. Ex.-
pressed on o per capila basis,
Canadian costs are $575.00.

In Ontario, the Provincial
(Governments expendiiures for
all health services has varjed
only belween 4.1 per cent and
47 per centl of the Gross
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_ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR _
Comment raises questions on coming to grips with medical costs

Provincial Product for the

years 1970-77. Payments to
hospitals in the same period
ran belween 2.1 per cent and

24 per cent of the Cross
Provincial Product, on o per

capita basis, about $475.00,
Under the Onmtario Health
Insurance Act, the insurance
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AND SANTA'S MAIL KEEPS COMING

Santa has promised to answer each leiler received bui

Each day postman Kingsley Hodder's mailbag is
heavier and heavier with letters [rom children in Hallton

whether he brings cverything

the kids say they want s

Hills writing to Santa Clous care of the Herald office. something that won't be known until Christmas morning.

Stop Running Away

Borer's manager: “‘For
crymng out loud, get in there
and punch. Stop running
away from e But ke's
already qiven me a broken
nase and twe broken rihs"
the fughter claimed. *Well

stop worrying, you can still.

see fum!™
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plan, in all respects, 13 o
reimbursement program. In
olher words, as residenis of
Onlario present their insur-
ance certificate, they recieve

service, as prescribed under

the Act The expesliatinons of
the public, as per the Act, are
just that - 1o receive rervice
usnder Lhe health plan when (b is
required.

The Hospitals of Ontarlo are
now placed in a position of
providing service which is not
hased on the principle of reim-
bursement for services ren-
dered. The current principle of
paymen! is based on Provin-
ciul Income and disbursement
which is a far cry Irom the

legal implication of the Health

Insurance Act
It is clearly the respensibil-

ity of Lhe insurance carrier - in

Misinterpreted,
speaker says

To the editor of The Herald:

. Il appears thal the media
has interpreted my comments
al last Sunday's cillzens meel-
ing 1o mean that the press has
not done an adequate job of
informing the people of
Georgetown about Focal Pro-
perties Development proposal.
Un the contrary my intent was
net to criticize the papers but
rather to point out thatl a great
number of residenis of the
town do not undersiand what
Focal iy praposing.

Focal {ulfilled its lcgal obli-
gations by informing the ad-
joining land owners of its
application bul al the rame
time, whether unintentionally
or otherwise, managed (o re-
striet our council from inform-
ing the majority of residents
about the proposed develop-
ment.

I irust that your coverage of
last Sunday's meeting and last
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this cuse the Provinclal Go-
vernment - (o sigte what bene-
lits lhe plan will or will not pay
for and how much. The per
diem [figure ﬁuut.od by Mr.
(’Hearn Is indeed g glrange
one, because it Is higher by
$93.3! than the rate for our
Hospital. On the costs quoted
above by the San Francisco
Hospital, is their per diem rate
$887.107

0Of course It isn't, and illu-
sirales the danger of using a
per diem cost (o ilustrate a
paint.

Where do you get your fi-
gures, Mr. O'Hearn, and do
you really know what you are

inlking aboul?
A.E.Morris,
Administrator
Georgetown and District
Memortal Hospital

week's OMB., hearing  will
help inform other Georgetown
people.

It Is my firm belief that there
are no significan! benelits and
numereous detrimental aspects
in Focal's plans.

Any project which destroys
the industrial-residential tax
balance, imposes uneconomi-
cal demands on services and
unnecessarily takes good agri-
culiurgl lond should be re-
jected,

Lawrence Duggan.
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& collectables
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NORTH HALTON GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

DANCING 9 P.M. to 1 A.M.
DAVE SMALLWOOD DJ

Maple Ave. &
Trafalgar Rd. -

WE HAVE OPENINGS FOR GOLF, CURLING, TENNIS
AND SOCIAL MEMBERSHIPS AT REASONABLE
RATES. WHY NOT ENJOY THE WINTER SEASON AT
THIS EXCELLENT CLUB AND SHARE IN THE FUN
. AND ENTERTAINMENT AMONG GOOD FRIENDS.

Coming Events
At The Club

“'SPECIAL”" MENU
STEAK DINNER

o 37,37

SPECIAL XMAS FAMILY BUFFET SUN. DEC. 4th
- WINE & CHEESE PARTY, SAT. DEC. 10th,

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY, SAT. DEC, 31st.

For information, please call the Manager at 877-9901 _.

NORTH HALTON GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

Georgetown 87-990]
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with selections from

HANDEL’S MESSIAH

*
FRi., DEC. 2

SAT., DEC. 3 ‘SUN.;, DC. 4

9:00 p.m.
o
Children or Senior Citlzens: *1.50

TIXETS AT

GEORGETOWN FABRICS TOWELS 'n THINGS
Moore Park Plaza Main Street

IMAGE FASHIONS - TOM JOMNSON
Georgelown Market g77.7214
Centre

Adults: '2.50

WIiIN FREE BOOKS OF
WEEKLY .PLAY

WINTARIO
SWEEPSTAKES

HERE'S HOW TO ENTER
Each week the word Wintario will a arainseversal of
the adverlisemenis on this feature. Simply read the ads
cartully ang write down the names of the advertisars
in which the word appears along wilh your name and
address and maill 1o Wintario Editor c.o0 The Herald, 103

WINTARIO TICKETS

Main 5. 5., Georgatown. From the sntries received
n;:i!:l :u!r 8 draw will ba made and the winners
natitled.

§GEORGETOWN'S

15T DRIVE.IN
Lusmication cenvre | Sherborn awo Gabriele
NO APPOINTMENT SPORTS

HECESSARY
MOST CARS 10 MIN,

LUBE-IT

3 armstrong Ave. (Rear)
877-3383

Wintario

LIMITED

Athletic Apparal & Foolwear,
and anylhing you need for goll,
bazeball, tennis or any other
spor!. Exerchie equipment and
bike rapairs. Wintlario

MILTON MALL B78-R4%7

Duraclean

Foam Absorgiion Process

CARPETS

AND
UPHOLSTERY
No Soaking or Steaming

Veivols Oriental Rugs
And ALL Delicate Fabrics

WEAVeTS
house

Weaving & Macrame
fMaterialy & Supplies
! Handmade Crails

| & Coltectables

& Books

Tues: Sab: 165 Fri: 109 DURACLEAN
nomill st. 877-3621 SPEE!ﬁIl;ISTS

SNOWMOBILES

SAL
AND
Calans! Sanders SERFICE
bays and
giris make it

ROGER’S SHELL
Hwy. 7 877.8123

MNMorval

ARPET /...,

LEMITED
CARPETY AND VINYL FLOOR COVERINO
M2 Guelph 51.

ERAMOSA
FLOWER MART

“THE PURPLE PLACE"
I ml. W. of Aclon

“*tinger lickln pood*

114 A Guelph 1775141

The

BT T-447T4

KECK'S
BEAUTY
CHALET

TI& PAITK 51,
SPECIALIZING IN

* HANGING PLANTS
= GREEN PLANTS

UPr TO DATE ]
TERRARIUM PLANTS STYLING Wintario
s 877-1214
2 fﬂr ]'00 (Formerly Peggy Ann‘s
Member UFC. [(519) 054-4771 Brauty Shop)
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WE FIX ‘EM ALL

DON'S
AUTO SERVICE

Smal! Car Bxparis

877-8122

3 Armatrang Ave.

we EARLY

] Wriﬂn_n
Guaranies

DINING

® Al
lOUNGE Canadian

e Open 7 Days A Week SUPERIOR
+ Luncheon Speclal RUSTPROOFING
& QOrgan Music During . LTD.

The Supper Hour :
« Live Enlertalnment 3 WAY PROTECTION

Thurs., Fri. & Sal. Rustprogiing

Exisricr Paint
Infarler Sa2ats & Rug:

71 Mountainviaw RO. M.
477-1410

MRS, FRANCES VIEYRA
X 300 Delrex Blvd.

» Licented Winlario

émi st 8. gea 1011

Acton

LAST WEEK’S
WINNER
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