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Understanding_
awareness

Almost four years ago Halten Hills was
formed from the three municipalities of
Acton, Georgetown and Esquesing Township.
With thal merger came a feeline hy <same of
alienation, loss of ideniity and a growing
resentment luward the new svstem.

During the past four years, despite what
many may believe, the regional system has
functioned reasonably well. But it is still teo
carly to make an adequate appraisal of how
effective it is untyd the feelings of resentment
begin lo die away ' ;

And that seems to be the message con-
tained within a letter from Darcy McKeough.
Ontario™s treasurer and administrator of
regional governments. in reply to a brief
delivered hy the Acton for Actonians com-
miilee.

The greatest asset of the region, be says,
is the sincere efforts of citizens and elecled
officials te make the system run smoothly.
Can we as cifizens of the three former
municipaiilics really sav that we have at.
tempted to make the system run as efficiently
as possible™ Or, have old attitudes fostered o
lingering resistance to making the new
s¥stem work the way it should for all of us?

While Mr McRkeough savs the province
has no manpower or financial resources 1o
institute 4 review af Halton's regional

government. thot review will tnke place -
indeed il is Inking place now, hopefully in an
objective manner by local politicians who are
‘acutely aware of the failings of the new
system, and also those [ailings of the former
county System.

Mi LleKeough says this municipality has
cxperienced growing pains during the past
four years. His descriplion is accurate sinee
each of us have at some lime experienced the
same growing pains when eeror in iude ment
became a learning experience for fulure
maturity. He seems to say, in essence that
we a3 the municipality called Halton Hills
tand Halton ltegion alsot are reaching that
maunty where decisions which effeet all of
us are being made with benefit of the
sometimes questioned decisions made during
the first years of regional government,

His call towork together could come at no
better time for Halton Hills citizens to foster
an awareness and understanting of regional
povernment I is time we forged o now
identity as that community which has almost
two-thirds of the land area known as North
Halton and almost 25 per cent of the land area
knawn as Halton Region.

Acton must play an impertant role in the
future of Halton Hills by helping to forge this
new jdentity |

Man can adapt

The Club of Home, and closer to home,
thw prestgious Club of Guelph. are “think
tank’ groups of concerned people who con-
centrate on worid problems

Two of the major concerns. incidentally,
are Lsted 1n an accompanyving ecitonal from
NEA They are the "doomsday ™ clock which
measures hrra cluse soientists think we are o
giobal holecaurt and a similar time - piece
L:icking off the [act we have three new human
te ngs born eveny wecond

The groups it has wemed to us, do an
et ning job n locusing atlenlion on
lwluse pinntillLes Bul the ermphasis always
ST 10 e £ peestimmiisrn The sCwentisls are
JAT2ing he ol oome o {2 wre probiems in the
gkt of todey s circumslances

Ar ol rhigtage. dor example. was
v ine from the firet das man tapped a
ue, Peil@eswratons haive had lonercome,
(0 Unenr L ehrtazes of anirnals o buni,
i sl Ry onpt ThUer o cu!

Wes a2epied Homo sapeens has alnays
et ies o ot ant tapadty for change W
win e gkt fer curmiival  Virtually o une
reinsed 3 clesyt fawe oF alaplabihily has
TR, ey e T 00 10 North Arnenica this year
end ot apioty for e Club of Guelph

Pememier 21! the predictions last winter
of re dsaster on Californiz which had ex.
perenced the mie! weere drought in the
1iate’s hntors ™ Pundits said the slate 4 ould
shrive]. crope fan], earth cracks open up #4c

 The Ualillormans adagted to the situwalion
(d wells were reactivated and nea ones

sunk. Jrrigation methods were changed fo
make sure water wasn't wasted. Waler was
taken {o individual trees instead of being
wasted in spravs,

Mandatory 10 per cent cuts in water use
resulled in Califernians actually cutting use
by mare than double that limit. Conservation
was 5o successful, in foct. that water utilities
are cumplaimung about losing too much
revenue

Instead of lesing crops because of the
drought the Californian farmers brought in
harvests of fruil and vegetables equalling or
even exceeding the 1976 harvests Their in-
corme was down, because of higher water and
energy casts, hut the crops were bountiful as
the farmers adoplted new cropping and

CarTigation patlerns.

[rought experts are still cautioning that
things could be had tn 1978 if California ex-
periences a second successive dry winter,
But the hard fact 1s that human beings again
proved how resilient they are when they are
faced with an honest-to-goodness crisis,

{rur ancesiors became farmers instead of
hunters  They nvented clath when fur
b#=cami- short They switched to metal when
they denuded the forests And we've [ived for
L veary nirs as the thermanuclear time clock
has kept hicking away a few notches (rom
rmdnight’ In terms of historical ime man s 2
neacomer o ecarth compared (o the
cockroach or the rat but he's every it as wily,
and trugh whenit comes toadapting.  Guelph
Mercury

- Looking through our files

THIRTY YEAHS A0

Higher taxes, not unly next year, hut for
many years io come, will be the case in
Georgetown {rom now on, if one interprets
correctly the several speeches made by
nominees at the municipal nomination meet-
ing Friday in the public library. Mayor
Juseph Gibhons pointed particularly to sew-
age and said that it will lead to a general rate
increase of approximately 10 mills, plus an 31
cent-per-foot fronlage charge for twenty
years under the Loeal Improvement Act.

TWENTY YEARSAGO
Coun. Ern Hyde 100k sirong objection al
Monday's council meeting te a motion passed
- at the previous week's council meetling giving
approval “in principle’ 10 a proposal of North
Hallon Builders Association that more resi-
dential building land be released in Delrex,
with the association promising o promote
industrinl and cammercio) growth by putting
parl of their profits inle 4 steck company for
this purpose.
TEN YEARS AGO
A proposal which would add over 10,000
residents to Georgetown, three more elemen:
tary schools and n high school, 1,420 homes
and a number of upartments, is being studied
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by Genrgetown council _
Brumac, which purchased mist of 1he
Deelrex Developments land last year on which
" many homes have already been buill in the
cast end, now proposes jarge scale develup-
ment on the former Cleave, Mephburn and
Wright Tarms between Silver Creek and Man
Street Sqauth.

Brumac has asked the town 1o construct
the necessary sanitury sewer ond waler
mains and o pave Mountainview [Ruoad to the
south town limits. B asks a guarantee thul
waler and sewape dispesal facilities will be
ddequale 1o serve the new arenx. And neces-
siry amendments Lo the town's officisl plan
and zoning hy-law would be required.

In relurn, it has offered 1o pay the town
$300,000 in cash and ownership of the Delrex
office building and o surrounding 4-ucre
pruperly which it values a1 $200,000 and to
provide four school sites in 1he new town area
al no cost fo the town,

The proposal involves 362 acres. OF this,
H1 acres are earmarked as residential,
There would be | 920 single lot and 20 acres of
apiariments and multiples. The remadning
lind would be six acres commerciol, 27
institulional, and 18 acres of parkland.

mitied to federalism,
Across the sireet, Premier Levesque was
glving reporters a different version. “There's

It's quile obvieus thal Premier Hene
[ arvesquedidn't invite federnl Finance Minis-
ter Jean Chretien te Quebee Cily to celebrate
the first anniversary of the Parli Quebeeols’
election to power. There would have been o

* much better parly withoul him,

But Chreflen wenl Ihere anyway —
specifically {o apeak to 1 Quebee Chamber
of Commerce — and ns Levesque was haolding
forth to various reporters on the glorles of
indepentence and the iticr of lederallsm,
ihe federal minlater was, In effect, pleketing
the parly. :

Secoasinn means economic divoster, was
the theme of his talk, And he soid thal even
ihe mere (hreat of secession by Quehec Iy
ploying havoc with Ha cconomy. The wulrt
way stabillly can be resteredd, T sugjiesied,
i for an Immediate referendum thal will
clearly indicate Queheeees are liriuly com:

G

a clearer and clearer perceplion amaong
many citlzeny, if nol mosi of them, that the
gevernment that Is chiefly respansible for the
economie SHuation is the central govern-
menl, which has conirols over lariffs, money,
the big bidger, |, "

Chrelein  obvisusly didn'l agree. It
woultl nol bhe hanest 1o atiribute 1o the
separahst government the whole responsibil-
ity fur the ecanamic problems of Quebee,™
stid (he linanee minisler, "Bud § would nat
be hunest either, o pretend that the delerior-
alien of the economie situaiion in Quebee has
nolhing 1o do with the cleclion of a separatist
Agovernment.’”” :

MORE COMING
v Until the Quebec governmenl gets around
lo holding Its long-awnited referendum on
independence — likely in lhe spring of 1979 —
we ure golng to hear many contradictory
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Avoid becoming a victim
of the Christmastime blues

By GERRY LANDSBOROUGH

Are you a Christmas “'victim™ - j1 worn
owl frazzled leftover, hardly able to face
yourself fet alone the New Year? People do
bevome victimized at Christmars time and
often the viclims don’t recognize themselves
untik it's toa late,

Although Christmas s traditionally the
happies! and most joyful time of year it is
also a highly commerciblized lime of year
where we are cogsstantly bombarded from
Halloween on Fa “huy' and be caught up in
the land of “gimme, grmme."

You can avoud this type of hassle at
your house by eliminated anything thal you
really dan’t wanl to do. Christmas will come
withoul your own special Christmas cake that
takes 38 days of sheer effort and painstaking
work to prepare.

Christmas will come if you sit hack with
dark glasses and trench coal and do nothing
at all, Chrisimas is Dee. 25 and ot will arrive
as theb Sept. 25, Oct, 25 and Nov, 25,

The poinl here is lo plua your holiday
acearding tewhat your fumily reafly requires
fur your own particular manner of celebral-
inge the holiday scason, Maost husbands and
children | know would prefer o pon-grouchy
wife and mather and they would gladly share
the chures of do pway with some of them in
order Lo achieve this,

Make this year n share the workload
Christmas. :

Ewver the years T have walched women
ecupecinly, work themselves into o [renzy
haking, redecorating, running {rom store lo
store ke chickens without heads, 1rying to
buy somelbing for everyoane - and Io amd
Behold the magic day arrives and they ore too
trewd and drritable 1o take part in ihe
festivitios,

Christimias becomes something resembl-
g o big pals in the seck and they just can’t
witll until '8 over. Super cireer girks,
super moms,  and  supethomemakers, all
jockey for the mumber one position on the
Christmns casuulty list.

Mt overly conscientiops wives and
homemikers are oot the only viclims of
Chrishinay tlme, Children pre often led to
belieye that they will recetve mare than

Editor’s notebook

The anly way to have i friend is to be one.
Hnlph Waltlo Kmerxon

argumenls gbhoul the economle Impact of
separatton. This seems to be main line af atty
ck as bath the separntist and federal forees
proepare for the main bout in the battle for the
allegiance of Quehecers,

The Mrst year was devoled largely to
establishing o Partl Quebecols Dbeachhead
amid the tempoerary ruins of the pravineial
Liberal Party, and a shelishocked federal
Iaberul Marty. But, guing inte the second yenr
of a PQ regime, the provineial Liberals ore
rebuilding loward a leadership canvention,

andd the federal Liberals are Inking olf the

Bloves in 1he fight for Confederalion.

And with economics in the {eredront,
the Irecch warfare will be headed by
Chretein, an appealing dewn-to-ecarth eruter
whose over-riding purpose ls o ceonvinee
Quebecers that prosperily and stability dre
synonymous with federallsm, On the vther
slde, lovesque |8 irying to convinee his
praple that lhe current economic dilliculties
wre due largely 1o federal pilicies and that
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Santa can deliver and Christmas morming
becomes a great disappeintment.

The biggest s not necessarily the ‘best,
toys that frustrate little hands when they
can't pull the strings or push a complicated

series of butlons as easily as seen on TV

should be, bought very carelully.

For little children Christmas time can be
an eternity of walting. Keep the fanfare at n
level your youngsters can cope with. Try to
keep everything as low key aa possible till a
week or so before the big day. Over wound
youngsters are nol only victims of Christmas
time but they can victimize an  entire
housebald with whining, erying and fighting.

Hushands and fathers are also caught up
in anything bul a Christmas spirit. The
family heme does not have to compete with
the Las Vegus strip for lights even (f art and
crafty old Freddy, 1the next door neighbour
has just put a complete North Pole scene with

- moving Santa and reindeers. Fathers don't

have toput up lighls - not if they don’t wan! to.

More victims - grandparenis are often
caught in the clutches of Christimas madd-
ness and melanchoely. Grandparents often iry

to buy fer their grandchildren what they
could never afford for their own family. Guilt
often plays o star role at Chrisimastime,
Then poor grandma and grandpa are let down
with a bang when junior doesn't even seem to
notice his claborate “whats-it™. Junior often
can't even work it, and it sits under the tree
being useless and then it moved to the
bedroom shell to be useless. Grandparents
should never be embarrassed to ask what a
toy does ar how il works.

Entertain only those you wish (o be near -
open house sounds good but often it becomes
nolhing more than a greal pan - at vour
cxpense, Jumping on the party circuit can
also be a great pain. It results in upset
stomachs and gigantic hanpuvers. Make this
i.-uur Christmas to decide if its really worth it
P ¥OU,

Christmas cannot be the happy jovous
vccasion that we are fold it is without
planning and elminating. This year elimi-
nate anything that makes you a “Christmas
victim"' and plan a happy heliday carly. You
just might find that the simpler things are
kepl, the happier everyone will be, -

Sunset law legislation
deserves a close look

iy DON ('HEARN
Gueen's Purk Dureau
1 The lierald

(ne af the more interesting legisiative
proposals before the current session is that
we should have a “sunset jaw."

The point of sunsel laws is thal there
should be watchdogs over the proliferation of
Rovernmenl commissions ond agencies that
we huve loday,

Actually there hove been twoe propoanis
before the Heuse. :

One by Oppesiilon Leader Stuart Sniith,
And the second put forward by the able youny
PC lnwyer from landon South, Gordon
Walker

330 GIOUPS

There con be litle real question of the
necd for some form of such agency in o
governmenlt of 1he size of Ontario's ioday,

A figure generally used 1s that there arc
under the government ambit some 350
Wewernment agencies, boards and commis-
ulirns,

Ineredible as this may seem i s
prabably n true ligure,

And nl unly are many of them largely
uncontrolled except by the ministries 1o
which they reporl. There probubly are o fow

prosperily will eome (0 Quebee anly when
Ibere is a new “parinership'” with Connda,

He deesn’t use the word “independence™
much anymore, The words “parcinership”
el “assacintion” apparently have more
appen] inQuebee and all the firs! annlversary
Intesviewers fealured these definiilons,

Suceessive public opinlen polls  have
indicoted that n vasl mui]ni'iiy of Quebecers
nre npposcd e “independence.

CLAIMS OPTIMISM

Hut in weder 1o even gother majority
sipport fur u new conslifutional arrangement
shiart of inidependence, the Levesque gov-
vrumen! must cenvince the population thal
ihe province would benefit from such a
change. And he claims to be oplimistie.
“Muore nnd mare Quebecers are coming to
realize that the main responsibility for the
ceunnomy resls in Oltawe,'” he says.

With unemployment in the province
already over 11 per cenl and expecied to rise
o 14 per cent during the winler, it would be

a . O PR
L
s "

BELE B ke l:l L

O RN K ]
m k@ FF B W or = = R e omk ok R w wE i E L R e mg oW r
SRR R R I.l‘ih-liﬂll-.l.l-‘l‘l‘r‘l-‘ RN i:-.l.l-‘i_‘i.-l-:lil_'l-'_.l-.'.-‘:':|'_.'-".L-.L..L...-._‘, ol

o ww E SN kB @R

wineh even 1 nnisines may have fergatton
nboul,
TWOAPPROACHES .

Apparently Smith and Walker have two
different approaches in mind as o how their
sunse! contrals would work.

Smilh apparenily would have the various
biirds, ele., come before n commitllee of the
Flouse ot inlervals of every three or four
years. The committees then would review the
spending and reason for existence.

The Loandon South member would take a
tougher approach. :

e would have he commitlees and board

- appear and justify themselves.

If they couldn't muke a case it would be
sunsel. They would be out of business.

Which would be the belter methed isn't
vasy o soy.

Walker argues that the Smith approach
would be cumbersome and would invelve
inferminabte days af sittings and dealing with
bureaucracy,

On The ether hand his quite well might be
Lowy nirbuitrary.

H might be preae to be oo much sunset
andd nol enough sunlight.

However, whatever the end resolt, it

seems thotl evenlually we will see some action |

-~ and that's n goud Thing.

vonvenient if Levesque could lay all the
blame at inwa’s doorsiep. But Chretien and
his troaps wont’l nccept it. Hence his tough-
inlking foray tnlo Quebec during the PQ
hirthday eelebrations.

The provinee is lusing its population at
three thmes the normal rade, he warned.
Unemployment is rising faster in Quebec
Han i anest regons ol Canads. Privale
invesimeni s down. Corporations are “ilee-
Ing™ Quebee, '

“1 accepl that the politicel status of
Quebec is belng gquesltioned,” he sajd, "Bul
we mnusi all recognize that if the lssue ia
prolenged, il will bring in lis train mounting
ecunnmic cosls.” :

We may well get used 1o 1t bixauvse the
haille lines have been formed and we are
going {o hear these arguments repeated
endlessley durlng the next 18 months.
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Developers
“are not
cause of
house costs

Interesting reading can be made of a
recent report released by the Ontario Econe
amic Council en the cffect of manopely
Interests [nihe Toronto market area housing
hoom during the early 1970s.

The repert, prepared by two professors of
cconomics al the University of Western
Ontario was the first attempt at examining
the “concentration and the existence of
power to unduely inffuence the market,”

It makes a strong case for government to
revicw its policies in Lhree major arens;
subsidizing purchasing power of lower in-
come buyers a review of the land speculntion
tax introduced to prevent speculatien on
marketable land; snd a review of conlusing
:’.Imndards far judging subdvision applica-

ons.

Authors James Markusen and David
Schelfman contend that these three policy
areas — with some olhers os well — have
coniributed greatly to the cost of homeowner-
ship during the past few years,

Their report also says that devel
have been falsely blamed for the cosl
increases, and they allach the blame on locol
municipalities which are holding back unser-
viced land for development.

Other areas influencing price rises in-
clude: general inflation, rapidly rising in-
comed, liberal mortgaging financing, and
demographic {actors,

“The report states that the land price
surge was caused by unforseen increases In
demand and aggravaled by a shoriage of
trunk servicing capacity tespecially sewers)
and unwillingness on the part of some
municipalitles to grant subdivision approv-
als,” anextract from a report contained in a
recent [ssue of Housing Onlario states,

The OEC report also states: "Any policy
which does not lower the demand for housing
or increase the supply will not reduce the
price of housing. Palicies such as the home
buyer's grants increase the demand for
housing and so increase the price of housing.™

The authors also believe that while the
initial impact of the land speculation tax was
of benefil, driving the speculator from the
marketplace and selling land to developers,
the cost was eventually passed onito the
consumer,

But there is a concern in application of
this tax and that is that a concentration of
power coald result for developers and affect
the rate of development causing little Lax to
be generated.

The market has not reached that stage
however, and the study by the professors
concludes that Toronto was not unique {rom
the rest of the country during the period when
prices rose quickly.

The report also concludes that “Toronto
real estale is not controlled by a few large
developers and that ownership concentratico
is too low Lo imply markel power even if all-
companies with overlapping corporate ceal-
rol are treated as a single firm."”

They state, however, that conceniration
can be ¢ffectively thwarted by land registra-
tion and approval requirements.

And there you have the case for the
developers as secn by gn unbiased research
Inatitute. Copies are avallable from the
Ontario government Bookstore on Bay Sireet
at a cost of $10 per copy. :

H the conclusions are reached in this
report are correct, then we should be urging
provinclai and {ederal governments to review
the enlire development process to provide for
a system where prices can be held moderat-
ely inline with the ability of the community to
pravide demand,

It [s something to think about,
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