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'We fool the rain,’ cries the auctioneer

By ANDRE
Herald correspondent

The scenc is Limchouse on o
soggy-shoed Saturday with o
nipping wind blowlng straight
{rom the North Pole.

It is the last oculside auction
of the senson. The garden is set
about with forlorn chests and
cabinels, bare-mattressed
beds and chairs backed
against the wind.

On the long tresiles best
china stands aloof frem the
humbler kitchenware, -

The secrelive boxes and
tarnished hope chests of 2
lifetime are pried open, picked
over and slammed shut,
Everything is tidily in arder.
Anything with & smooth sur.
face has been polished. It is o
sight fo warm an aulioneer’s

f
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heart. . . “lhe cleanest lot of
the season.”, . .a flecting bour
of tribule lo Lhe housewlfely
excellence of an clderly lady,
onnd a feast for auctionados (to
voin n new phrase),

Ward Brownridge directs
operations like the good
general he is. One of his merry
men makes a hall {rozen joke
about the Inclemency of the
weather ond how it would
aflect attendance.

“Not iL'"', sayvs Ward with a
farmer’s eye on the scudding
¢louds still going thataway.

“One of the best sales we
ever had was on the day of the
Georgetown Fair when the
rain drowned the town and
shut everything down cxcept
us. Thot's the reason I had my
wagon built. When people
bring their eatates to me they
cxpect the sale to take ploce on
the date set for it and [ don't
like to disappoint anybody.™

The {amous wiagon is Ward's
own idea and a good ane,

A local man built it to
specilications so that is sides
lift heavenwards when heaven
makes it necessary and the
overhead larpaulins save
bidders from getting soaked.

(n the other slde the legend
“WE FOOL THE RAINT
stretehes the truth only a little
for the heads do remain dry,
even il creeping damp that
starts in the toes ends up In bed
on Tuesdav.
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“We got good prices for our
client that day,”" Ward con-
linued, “and i that kind of
weather docan't keep them
pway, nothing will."" A atrange
and hardy breed, the auc-
{icnados.

Now the erowd begins to get
noisler.

Ench cstale auction slaris
Ike o woke with sileat litile
groups of people moving up
and down between the tables
ihen gradually friendly groct-
ings and chib-llke conviviality
mvllow the procesdinegs with
the auctioncer acting as a kind
of master of ceremonies.

This is o good crowd, more
intent on buying (han
bargnining. That's the way it is
with most bidders, competllive
bul not crude,

and H's ofl and away. . .

Fast bidding gets rid of the
sunirics first.

The linens go next; hand
sewn, crocheted with love or
boxed in Japan. . . makes no
difference they'll all go sky
high. A litlle bit of someone
else's life |s what the crowd
wants today, Iinstant home
hearih and heirloom.

Mr. HBrownridge is king up
there on his {ootsure box, high
and dry. My [riend creeps into

- the back porch like an aban-

doned orphan child. The wind
blows blue.

She is woiling for someone lo
hald up the rosey quilt, but she
knows her auctions well and is
aleeady muitering. *'1I'l never
be able to afford it™. The quilt
comes and goes at Christmas
price. My friend stays on,
wotbegone but hypnotised,

Several bodies have in-
terjeeted themselves between
me ond the puctioneer. | can
still hear his voice, loud but not
unintelligible. He is discussing
the mechanical meriis of three
small clocks.

"One definitely goes,” he
promises “and the other two
are guaranieed to tell the right
time twice a week.™

We are laugh and leel a little
warner for i1. 1 begin to think
more kindly of Ward evenif his
feet do have the advantage of
my own, now slowly taking
root.

Ten years and nuclioneer
Waord Brownridge is still o
working farmer, There are 50
hvad of cattle and half to be
milked every doy. That doesn’t
make it a hobby farm.

He's a cool man who in his
own words doesn 't like hassles,
ks custemers get a {oir shake
hath buyers and sellers. le
avoids some of the mere
nuestionable practices that
tend to shp inle auctions
unobserved by the unintiated
and he tries to verily the
condilion of an article so that
no one ix Lhe loser. Moat of his
work is with farm and estate
sales.

He is honest when he says his
preference is {or cuiside work.
After o1l he IS a farmer.

But inside his own house, he
is a man sensitive to fine old
things. Bils of collected
(‘nnadians a pine lyre-backed
washstand and a well finished
chest he breught back one day
so dirty that after hours of
cicaning he was surprised to
find the handles were solid
brass.

In the corner stands a
flatback display cabinet;
irvasured because it once
belonged 1e Mrs Brownridge's
great-uncle, killed by a
snowfal] in the Caribous Gold
ltush in 1868, The initials
scratched on one of the glass
pancs bear witness (g his
name: Robert J. Ruddell,

11 f1as many namwes:
butonlyone Source

With our own narrow vision,
we sce different religions as
hopelessly divided. In the sight

of God, they are one. This is
the message given to the
world over 130 years ago by
Bahd'u’ll&h, Prophet-
Founder of the Bahd'f Faith
Each religion derives
its inspiration from the
same Divine Source. Each
' religion is related to the
others in an unfolding
revelation of God's

The Baha’i Faith

%

purpose for mankind. That they differ
from one another is to be attributed to
the varying requirements of the age

in which they appeared.
God’s purpose has been revealed in
the past through Krishna, Moses,
Buddha, Christ and Muhammad,
As they were to their times,

Bahd'u'lldh is to ours.,

Each prophet left a promise of
a day when God’s will would

be done on earth. That day,
ﬁ Bahd'u’ll&h proclaitned, has

come.

A Promise Kept.

The right and duty uf the individual to Investigate truth for himself is a basle prindple of
the Bahi’i Falth. For further Information, please write:

The Spiritual Assembly of the Boba'ls of Halton Hills
BOX 91, GEORGETOWN, L7G 4T '

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

AREA CODE

The walls are bright with
counlry scenes painted by his
talented wife, Al the (oot of Lhe
old stalrcase an antique
Bristol lamp b r = dnllantely
But the .juiet f{armer
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fades when the auctioner
begins his altack once more.
This time the victim is o
schoolhouse clock o d Ward's
hig guns are out for he konws
exaclly whal the Hlem is worth.

“Whao'll give me two hun-
dred to start?” he demuopds.

There s a nervous Ditler
irom the crawd when someone
has the temerity ta offer only
filty.

Hut it's a start and the biding
is brisk to one hundred dollars,
then there is the faintest of
hesitations and the crowd
holds i1ty breath.

- The auclioncer coaxes oul
another bid and the price
escalates onwards and up-
witrds until as il by tacil
agreemunt it reaches the two
hundred mark and the deal is

closed.

Parents

group
seeks
members

. The Geergetown chapter of
Pareats Without Parenlts s
lnoking for members so it can
receive ils charter,

At o general meeling
Tuesduy, Florence Boys,
Canadian zene ndministrator,
reminded the executive that 25
members are necded before a
charier is granted,

Witheut a charter, the
erghntzation will nol supply
the chapter wilh any [(unds.
Mrs. Boys and Kirk Maxey,
associate zone administrator,
have been working to get the
Geargetown chapler sct up.

Tudoer Beattie, n Hallon Hills
solicitor, shoewed 2a [film
dramatising the breakdown of
a marriage, and answering o
number of questions about
legal procedure ns regards to
divoree. After the film was
over. Mr. Healtie answered
questions from the sudience.

The next general meeling
will be held on Dee. 13, and will
fealure discussions of main-
icnance and child custody.
Anyane intercsted in joining
Parents Without Partners in
Georgelown should contact
Janie Allan at 8777215 for
information.

Those eligible for mem-
bership in Parenls Without
Partners are parents who are
single because of divroce,
death or scparation, or un-
married. Il is not necessary for
the pareat to have custody of
the child or children.

4-H Club
report

Hy MARCIA LOWIN
Meetling Five of the
CGeorgelown no. seven club was
held on Monday Oclober 24th
at the residence of Mrs. Lowin.
Meeling Five wae held with

© meeting Four,

Yhe meeling Flve subject
malter wos read and various
definitlons pertaining to foods
of Holylund and caslern
Eurnpe were given by Mrs.
SFhomas,

Discusslon, demonstration
and group work were included
in the meetlng Four report.

Mceeting Six af
Georgetown Two club was hell
at the home of Mrs. Thomaos on
Monday November 7.

The 4-H pledge wad eaid and
dues were putd. Mecling Fours
minutes were read by Janet
Hicks and mecting Flves by
Wendy Chaplin,

The meeting Six subject
matler was read and Scan-
dinavlan  dishes  were
dlscussed, ‘

Recipes made this week
were derived from Nerihern
Europe. This week we made

rhubard soup and apple cake. ,
played

Hefore cooking we
various gomes denllng with
our 4-H knowledge.

We fool |

the.

As nlways after a par-
ticularly excitlng climb in
hidding the crowd are Joudly
appreciative [n. their com-
ments and laughter. Everyone
feels a kind of relief.
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WARD BHOWNRIDGE AND IS *WE FOOL THE RAIN' WAGON

“See that man over there,'
Ward says. "There's &8 man
who knows what he wants. He
said a!l he come for was the
clock and by George, he's got
it

THE POTTERY
CHRISTMAS EXHIBITION AND
SALE

FRI.NOV.15thru SUN. NOV. 22 12:20 p.m.4:20 p.m,

Funclional & Decorative Pottery in Sloneware B Tarcelaln
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TERRA COTTA

Lock
Crralft

Reudential

EMERGENCY SERVICE

878-4930

s Lochs

* KEys

= Panic
Devicas

e Door
Clogers

e Alarms

industirial - Commercial

Geoffrey Stevens
Nancy Solway

877-8703

SCANNELL

MOVING & STORAQE
apants for
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al CEORGETOWN OPTICAL

o |ashimn Triueses Tur the whobe Gy,

e Sally Tenses and Tashuon hints,
e Fast frivoelly sepsiee at prices you can affopd, o Exe examimbions arranged.

GEONGEHANVN MAREEF PLALE, PHONE 845-5402

Put 13,000 salesmen to work for you
CALL 877-2201 |
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COMPACT POLYNESIAN BUNGALOW

Plan Number:

1&-1032

This charming three bedroom, full basement, compac! deaign has the romance ol an cscape
cottage In some Iroplcal paradise combined with the solldity of Norih Amerlcan practicality. The
brick veneer, verilcal siding and cedar shake root of the exlerior establish a.low protile appeal,
while the upward sweep of the accent board and built-In raln gutters carry the Imagination oif to

“the (slands™.

The weather-sheltered front entrance leads Into a fong foyer-ahead fo the hali closel, leit to the
large, rectanguiar living.dining reom combination. The llving room has a centrally-positioned

fireplace and corner wingows fac
The galley.style kiichen I8 well planned an

a rear enfrance foyer with closet,
All three bedrooms are centrally.posilioned arcund the balthroom and linen storage closet,

and all have good natural |ight and generous closefs. For the young family which entertaing, the
front bedroom could be furnished as a den or lounge, and a doar let info the wall facing the tfrant
entrance hal] for easy guest access.

The plans for this design provide for an opl jona! parage. which would harmaonize wiih the
averall design and allow the hame handyman a workbench to ihe rear of the garage.

A full basement provides abundan? space for the future development of a recreation room,
famlly room, hobby snd storage area for the growing family.

Blans for deslgn No. 76.1032 may bedblainedat a coat of 150, for the firs? et and 39, for each
additlonal set, plus $4,00 for pastage and handling, Ontario residents please Include 7 percent sales

tax.

Ing a charming brick planter,
d provides easy access to both the dining room and

Send fpr Ihe current ediilon of Select Home Designs Series No. 34 featuring Imaginative

decorating shd home Improvement Ideas plus 350 quality home plans of every type, Available for
$2.75 {$1.75 plus 50 cenis postage and handling.} To order these ltermns please send chegue or

money arder payable io The Home of the Week,

New Home Of The Week, c-0 The Herald,

PIONEER
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Additlons
Repairs

Altarations

Painting
Decorator

103 Main South,

Sales - Service -

*Free Estimates’’

77-1210

HOME COMFORT

FURNACE

Serving Miiton-Acton-Georgetown
Budget Tarms Avablable

878-2381 muton

Georgetown,

BARBER and
HENLEY LTD.

ALL GENERAL INSURANCE

Claanaut

33 Main South

877-2214

Established Since 1414,

877-98%% —

CIR

s Carpet’ & CeramicTiles
® Winyl Flgors « Wallpaper
s Klfchim Cupboards -

877-1666

1% QUELPHSIT,

C-1-R
FINANCIAL

CORPORATION

FIRST & SECOND
MORTGAGES ARRANGED

Applications faken by
phone and in the privacy
ol yaur hame

Call Mrs. 8. Burt 877-1272

INSULATION

Modern Blown Methoed

Altica—Walls
Cellulois Fibre

FREE ESTIMATES

PATTERSON
INSULATION

Serving Halton & Pext
Reglons For S Years

877-1669

DELREX
ALUMINUM
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CONSERVE HEAT
INSTALL

STORM

DOORS-WINDOWS

Also

REPLACEMENTS

Bank Financing

877-5383
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TWIN WINDOWS

;7 TWICE A$GOOD

Production and Custom Made
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