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SOME VETERANS WONDER. . .

Is Remembrance really meaningless?
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Dr, Allen Buchanan (third from right in back row)} sbeard the Carpathia enrcule io E
In 1917 with the group from Grand Vailey who enllsted In the 184th Baltallon.

The Long March

Although Canadians were
involved in World War 1 from
its early stages, It was not
always easy (o recrult
enough men (o relse a bat-
tallon for duty overseas.

When the 184th BsaltaWon
began looking for recrults in
the fall of 1915 it was un.
succesafuly. Then one of its
foumders, Colonel Donville,
received permlasion [or the
battallon to march through
Dufferin and Hallon counties
to find recruits.

The 1684th were the only
group to do this and they
needed special permission to
get thizs concessipn. Since
Col. Donville was a brother-
in-law of Sir Sam Hughes, the
man at the head of the
Canadian Army, it was casy
to guess how the isslon
wat granted says one of Lhe
men who marched with the
battaiion in s recruiling
hike from Camp Borden to
Qakville in the fall of 1916

Dr. Allen Buchanan, a
retired Acton dentlst,
remembers leaving schoel In
Grand Valley as soon as he
twned 18 and going to Camp
Borden to join the 164th
Battallon, They needed 1,000
men (o form a battalion and
there was only 600 to 700 men
on the march.

1t took Lhem 18 days.

They usually rested up a
day at each town they
stopped in. Most of the time
they were bedded down in
churches. Dr. Buchanan says
they were glven chicken
-dipners in Orangeville and
Qakville and when the cal!
" for food went out in Erin
after their arrival they got
over 200 pies.

Thelr stops - were
Shelburne, Grand Valley,
Orangeville, Alton, Erin,
Georgetown, Acton, Millon,
Burlington, and Oakville.
They spent the winter of 1916
17 in the Westinghouse
Barracks in Hamllton.

The 204th Battalion waos
broken up during the winter
and some of its men Mlled up

Stewart can both remember
Camp Borden as a clty of bell
lents with twe blg waler
towera and a railwoy siding
near by. They say there were
about 10,0060 men in the camp
in 1916.

Mr. Stewnrt went to
France with the 116th Bat-
tolion in January 1918, Prior
to that he had been asked if
he'd care to join the band
because word had got around

* that he could play the bligle.

“I told them no,"” he said.
“1 enlisted to be a soldier and
I'm golng to carry a rifle,
Boy, did 1 regret that when
the big shells started flying
around,” he grins,

Mr. Stewart won the
Military Medal at the ballle
of Cambrai. it was the last
big scap of the war, he says.

He was one of Lthree men
left to guard about a dozen
wounded men. Their senior
offilcer promised to send a
rescue party but when he dld
nat arrlve two days later,
Mr. Stewart’s sergeant or-
dered him to spike their gun
and go for help. If they had
dared to returm the German
fire that was falling all
around them the enemy
would have been able to
locate them and they'd all
have died.

The three armed men
made it back to their com-
mand and each eamed the
Military Medal because they
carried a wounded com-
panion alang with them. The
wounded men they left
behind were captured. They
survived however, and the
sergeant raised so much fuss
over the officer's neglect that
the man was demeted, Mr.
Stewart says.

When he arrived back at
Canadian headquarters twao
surprises were waiting for
Mr. Stewnrt. The Prince of
Wales (Edward VII) was

visiting Canadians on a laur

of the forces and the com-
manding officer had found
out his age.

it seems his older brother
had nagged his mother into
going lo Queen's Park with
prool of his age and demands
that he be sent home because
he was (oo young.

Mr. Stewart was sent to a
Young Boys' Hatinlion at a
camp in Wales to walt until
he tumed 18 and could go
back to the front.

While he was al the camp
he took part In a riot at &
local dance. It scems that
boys from the camp had gone
to the dance and were glving
saldiers from the regular
British army unil stationed
nearby such a lot of com-
petition for the [ocal girls
that the older men threw the
boys out.

Some of the young men
returned to camp for rein-
forcemnents and about 1,000 of
the 1,2000 boys in the camp
returmed to the dance with
them.

They tore Lthe place apart,
Mr. Stewart says, and the
nuthorities had to call in a
unit of Biritsh Young Boys
with fixed bayonets to try to
stop them. They were
scared, he says, and looking
back he feels sorry for them.

"We could have token Lheir
guns away from them,' he
gays, “‘because most of us
had been to the front and we
knew how. But they hadn't
nny expericnce and they
didn't want to hurl us.”

The Canadian camp
authorities did a bed check at
midnight and everyone who
had been to the riol forfeited
a month's pay, he says,

When WW 1] broke out, Mr.
atewart enlisted agoin. This
lime he spent his service
supervising construction of
new telephone lines in
Newloundiand, Nova Scotin
and New Brunswick,

Nov. 11 with ali its pagen-
iry and proud traditlons s
meaningless and unlmport-
ant {o a great many of
Canada’s younger citizens in
the opinlon of a number of
Halton Hills veterans of two
world wars.

Robert Stewart who left his
home near Acton to serve his
country In 1916 adds that
Remembrance Day will die
out once Lthe World War 11
veterans are gone,

"Do we remember the sol-

dievs from Waterloa?" he
asks. “What makes us any

more important than they
wero?'
"It was a useless war

Yel 21 years later we turned
around and did it all over
again. We hadn't learned a
lhing‘ﬂ
Mlke McGill, Ilrst world
war veteran from George-
town agrecs that the algnlfi-
cance of Nov. 11 {3 passing
and olso wonders If It is
worth preserving. .
""The kids don't want to
hear about what we did or
saw,” he says. I don't know
how we could make it mean
aumﬂhlnF lo them. They're
just not Interesled and I'm
not sure we should try to
impress them with Nov. 11'a
importance,' ;

teday’'s generation has no
interest in remembering past
glories,

"They aren’l interested [n
whal we did. They want to
live thelr own llves, We had
to learn from our own mis-
takes and so do Lhey.”

All veterans agreed, how-
ever, that remembering la
important lo them as Indiv-
tduals,

“I dan't belive in living in
the poat but once a year [ like
to go and talk over cld Limes
with others who shared
slmilar riences,” says
Gord Browne, a WWII veler-
an [rom Norval.

anyway (World War I)," he
says. ''The ltheme we heard
over and over was Lhat this
Wwas the war Lo end all wars,

Jim Yates says that when
he left Georgeiown early In
1942 to join the navy, he
enlisted because it was what
everyone was dolng,

He found himsell facing
the same problern other ser-
vicemen faced and boredom
drove him (o asking for
tranafer that got him off a
qulet job into something
more aclive,

Jim began his service as a
radar operation -on board
HMCS Baddeck 8 mineswe-
eper plying between Yictoria
and Dutch Harbour, Alaska,

* During the five months he

was on it the only event he
recalls was picking up survi-
vors ¢ff # Russian (ransport

vessel that sank.
When he was drafted to a

corvetie, the HMCS Outarde
{the Indian word for Flying
Goose) hls ship, plus four

Mrs. 5.J. Henderson, of
Glen Williams, was a child in
England during the Second
World War and later married
a pilot, She also feels that

ather corveties and o destro-
yer, were escort vessels for
convays croasing the North
Atlantie.

There were 50 Lo 10 ves-
sela In each convoy, he says,
and croasing took 15 or 17
days depending on the route.

Weather claimed nearly as
many ships as the enemy did,
be says. He remembers bel-
ng caught by the tailend of a
hurricane 500 miles south-
east of Newfoundiond in 1943,

They muade the croasing
wilth smashed turrels ond no
lifeboats or Carlle Moats but
lwo olher escorl vessels had
to lurn back to have damage
repalred and five Liberty
ships were lost in that sterm,

Alter Jim had made three
crossings on the Qutarde the
ship was loaned to the Royal
Navy and he spent 22 months
Ln the English Channel and the

FRIEND FROM FOE

By SYLVIAVINCENT
In peace I'd gently walked the earth
I'd not been first to strike a blow,

But when

ast bloodshed found rebirth

I had no c%aice in war but “go!"

Qut there at nigh

t in cold, damp sod

The bloody stench of death was nigh;
Instinctively I turned to God.
In time of need He heard my cry.

For then one night in that hell place
Tormented, yes! each poised to flee

My foe and I came face to face:

I couldn't shoot......yet...nor could he!

Since then I've tried in life's unfold

To look upon all men as “friend"’;
Remembering horrors still untold
It's not been easy s0 to bend.

But with God's help

in daily prayer

Anger and hate became oulcast,
True understandimf grew from f[ear,
3

Now peace within

mine at last!

Mr. Stewart says he never
bothered with Remembrance
Day all the years he llved
away from Acton, Then when
he retired and came back he

North Sea. At the end of the
war the Outarde had the
longest overseas service re-
cord for any Canadian cor-
velte. The ship was scrapped
in July, 1945,

The Qulorde was one of the
ships that took part in D-Day.
Jim gays they were well
warned aboul being sure that
they were some part of their
uniform, had thelr identifica-
tion  in some waterprool
wrapping in their wallets,

found he enjoyed atlending
the parade and the service,
“Samebody always had to
work Nov. 11 so I'd work and
let the other men have the
day to go to the parade. I go
the service now we're back in
Acion. The names on the
cenalaph mean something
here. The first name on
the list in the furniture store
window Lhis week Is A. And-
erson. [ knew Art, He was
killed about 50 yards away
[rom me in France in 1918."
Pte, Allisop Henderson, a

- member of the regular army

stationed at Camp Horden
feels that Remembrance
Day means something to all
the men and women in the
Canadian Forces.

Brian Camberlain, the son
of WWl veterans Pal and

and wore their dogtags when
they headed for Normandy.

They must be able {o iden-
tify themselves ns enlisted
men just in case they were
forced to abandon ship be-
cause if they had been caught
in the casual gear they nor-
mally wore aboard shlp, they
could have been accused as
spies and she! by the Ger-
mans,

Jim says that once when
\hey got lost [n the {og in Lhe
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humor

Dorathy Chamberlain, {eels
that Remembrance Day is a
good ldea, bul need not be
confined o thoughts of those
killed in battle,

Brian was In Vietnam and
Germany with the Uniled
States Army. He says he was
casunlly acquainted  with
hali a dozen men who were
killed in Vietnam during Lhe
19 months he was there, yet
his memories on Rememb-
rance Day tend to centre on
clvilian friends he has lost
{hrough Hinesses and accld-
ents,

*The idea of setting nslde a
day 1o remember [riends

has plcked."

Mrs. Koy Bludd, o George-
town woman with three sons
in the Canndlan Forces [eels
that Remembrance Day is
being ncglected. Giving
school children the day off
gives them no idea of what
{he holiday stands for, ghe
S3YS.

“We didn’t get Nov, 11 off
school,” she says. “*We had
two minules silence during
school and we were told
what it was all about, Maybe
they should go back to that
idea because kids don't und-
ersiand il these days. Most

rents are working Nov. 11
so they don’tl lake their kids

we've lost |s good, but it
wouldn't have lo be Nov. 11,""
Brian says. "It could be any
day. Nav. 1! just happens lo
be the one the government

. to the parade and the kids
won't turn on the service
from Ottawa when they're
home alone."

Enlisting was the thing to do

North Allantic they picked
up a ship on radar that
wouldn't tdentify itself,

They sent cul a request for
identification three times be-
fore they threatened to open

ftre if they got no answer.
The answer came back final-
ly saying thal it was a British
battleship and encouragin
them to *carry on Cana
with your gallant 1jttle ship."-~
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It's atime to remember

lock them through the VD
hoapitals.

""They looked awful. Scared
the hell out of us all,” he grins.

Al ane point he was stationed
north of Asam. Women carried
waler from a stream up & hill
and poured It into a reservolr
on the top, he says. This was
the camp’s waler supply and
the women worked at main-
taining it all dey, every doy.

He was (ooling oround with a
youngster in the camp cne day
and at one point held him over
the waler pretending he was
going to dunk him. A fearful
hullaballoo broke out and the

the 164Lh's ranks.

In April, 1917, the ballalion
left Halifax aboard the
Carpalhia, a ship that was
recognized in those days
because it was the first one to
reach the Titanle.

Dr. Buchanan was a
signaller during WW1. He
spent nearly a year in
England before he was
poated to the 102 North
British Columbia Baitalion
and went to France. His lirst
major engagement was the
Battle of Amiens,

‘“That was the Jast time
the cavalry was used,’ he
says. "They found a train
bringing In reinforcements to
the Germans and they sent
the cavalry up the line and
shot them as they were
coming off the train.”

He got a piece of shrapael
in his left arm in Seplember
and was shipped to hospltal
in England. He was fit again
and on the parade ground
ready to leave for France
when word came through
that the war was over.

“We took our own leave
and headed for London
then,' he chuckles. I never
did get to bed that night,”

- He began his dentjl
training in 1918 and apent the
Second World War in Lhe
Royal Canadian Dental -

let the boy touch the water and

name was.

Onice he broadcast about
how Germany had destroyed
Saitly Docks In a bombing rald
cn Birmingham. Since Bir-
mingham is not on the coast,
Tom says, he was guite puz-
zled about the docks until he
found & member of his com-
pany whe was a Blrmingham
native and could explain that
Sallly Docks was the local
nickname for the sewage
works,

It sounded pretty im-
pressive until you found out the
truth,” he chuckles.

Boredom drove him to
volunteering again in early

" boy ran away.
e o v ol 3 Aot e o

Afrien. Not so. 1L lﬂfﬂf‘d aut lo that the natives l-h-ﬂus}lt he had

be Hong Kong, but thecity fell - ..~ - .
before their arrival so lhey
went {o Ceylong Instead with -
the 14th Britlsh Army, the
“forgollen army."

They weren't needed in
Cevlon elther, when they
arrived 80 they gol sent on to
Bombay. While they were in
Ceylong, however, their
commanding officer declded Lo
take them far a route march lo
keep them busy while they
awaited turther orders. tle
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propaganda back to Britain,
He'd tell the firitish how badly
they were doing and how well
the Germans were doing. The
British called him Lord Ha Ha,
he says, but he no longer
remembers what his proper

because he was an un-
touchable thHe reserveir was
now polluted In thelr e¢yes and
had to be drained.

He was going to be charged
with paying women to refil] it,
he says, only he was tran-
aferred inside o week of the
incident. '

When Jopan surrendered he
found he couldn‘t get hoame
uniil all the prisoners of war
had ﬁnnu upless he volun-
teered for (atigues on a
hospital ship. The hardest part
of 'the whole trip home was
seelng the men getling “'Dear
John letlera’ when their mall
started catching up with them
alter sl those months [n prisen
camp, he savs.

Tom Gadd is a World War 11
veteran who served in the
British Army.

He married a Canadian girl
in 1942, but they didn't orrive
in Canada until 1958, He freely
admits that the painful
memorles have been packed
away and any stories he lells
are about the funny things he
and bis mates had to endure.

Tom began seldiering belore
the war was declared in 1939,
‘The government decided to
begin prepaering for war
earlier in the ycar and local
militia groups were formed all
over Britain, he says,

He enlisted with the Royal
Artillery. They drilled, but i
was pretty uselcss because
they had no guns lo praclise
on.

“We pretended to move Lhe
guns around and load them.”
he grins. **One night one of the
[ellows suddenly staried
hopping up and dewn helding
his foot. He'd been loading the
gun and he figured if he could
pretend to load o make-belicve
gun he ceuld pretend to drop a
make-believe shell on his
fool."”

"*When the officer asked kim
what was wrong he explained
and asked to go to the {irst ald
peaple. The officer went along
with the make believe and sent
him to a make believe fIrst aid
atatlon out in the middle of &
field and he was stuck there for
a couple of hours.”

When war actually broke out
they gol equlpment and Lhe
fooling around stopped. Bul
not the beredom. Al ene polnt
early In the war, Tom says, he
was 8o bored he volunteered
for a job that wos supposed to
get him to Lhe front.

It fell through but he enly
found out when it was called
off thet hud he gone he'd have
wound up In Finland flghting -
the Russlans.

He recalls a Britiah tumcoat
who went {0 Germany and
ised to broadcast German
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- Askus
about you

Come and tell us what you're looking for in a job.
Tell us what you are today and what you want to be
tomorrow, Ask us if we can offer opportunities and
challenges to match your needs. No obligations an
aither side. Wo'll be glad to talk. And we may hava just
what you're looking for. But you'll never know until

you ask.
Visit our Mobile
Recruiting Unit
Canada Manpower Centre
Brampton
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It your pickup just sils there on its axle snoozing while you're
lifting and straining to untoad it, you need the UNI-HOIST electric/
hydraulic dump attachment — a sure cure tor lazy pickups.

All over America, standard pickups now earn their keep by
doubling as dumptrucks with this rugged, easy-to-install dump
accessory.

Flip a switch and UNI-HOIST turns your dozing pickup into a
dumptruck...unloading 2 tons in 16 seconds. while you rest.
UNI-HOIST fits all standard U.S. pickups. It bolts on easily, without

“welding and there's no change in the body lines to make your
pickup self-conscious.

Give your pickup muscles—and save yours. Save

time and money too. with more possible hauling trips.

See a demonstration of how UNI-HOIST turns puny

pickups inte hard-working dumptrucks. For full-

color brochure and complele details, conlact......

TOM GADD

“I'd never have enllsted I
I'd known 1 couldn't gel
overseas,"” he says,

Since he was over age lo go
overseas, he setiled for an
administration courde and
ran dental clinics In Teronto
gend later In Winnipeg.

Robert Stewart, another
Acton man who was on the
Borden to Oakville march
with the 164th Battalion
enlisted in January 1918. He
was only 15 at the time. He
joined the Boy's Bugle Band
in Milton and was sent from
there ta Orangeville. Then

were sent to Camp
Borden to cut trees and clear
the ground for the base.

Dr. Buchanan and Mr.

LUBRICATION CENTRE

No Appointment Necessary
Most Cars 10 Minutes

LUBE-IT
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PEACOCK MACHINE AND TOOL
BALLINAFAD, ONTARIO NOB_IHO

877-7444




