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OMB hearing critical
for town’s future

November, 1977, might prove to
be the most significant moment in
history for Halton Hills.

It will be this month that
Eﬁ ﬂﬂnt&rin thiﬂﬂa] Bo&rlﬂ c'.;;ﬂl hear

ence on a pro W might
become the final stage of develgl;:-

ment and growth for the Georgetown
urban community.

It wmbubetl:lw q:alici:r th?sﬁei with a
concern abou ty of life here
iut; mﬂ, it;: ﬂmra];:,tertu?nnng;}? leve

ces, o s out a their
thoughts. ‘ s

BLOCK PARENTS

It will be a time for involvement,
Fer without that involvement by the
Individual or the community volun-
teer organization the outcome of the
hearings may not be to the
satisfaction, or benefit, of all,

The proposal by Focal Properties
for development of 1,840 residential
units south of Silver Creek will force
us to take an introspective look at
ourselves. The community must be
prepared to speak objectively or the

opportunity might pass as a fleeting
moment in history,

Children will suffer

“The block parent am in

town is inp;nuble?ljo.q

ose words from the start of g
report on page one which has an
ominous ring. We hope the concerns
raised by Bob and Linda Anderson
will 'In‘l?mtl;lmﬂch Irui:iun* ;

e bloc rent program Is a
worthwhile exeﬂise in providing a
sense of security, not only [or
children, but for all persons who live
in the community. The program
should continue.

We do not know why the en-
thusiasm or jnvovivement has
dwindled, but we hope it is not as the
chairrnan notes, based on a false
gense of security by the community at

large.

Georgetown has been a com-
munity where social conscience has
roved in part to be capable of con-
olling those elements in society
which may commit a crime. But
times are changing; social order is
under an extreme test, and the
community must redirect iis con-
cerns and seek ways to improve its
lifestyle. This includes ensuring that
programs such as block parents
continue to flourish.

Maybe what's needed iz a more
vocal, more active program of par-
ticipation where tangible resulta
become evident. But that should not
be the answer to the problem. It
should pessibly form the basis for
finding a solutlon,

What welfare?

Canada used to be a welfare slate.
It isn’t anymore,

That may surprise those who
think that today's have a pipeline
to society’'s wealth, a gipeline that
gushes with welfare cheques, food
vouchers, rent supplements,
unemployment jnsurance, and family
allowances,

If that's “welfare’ then certainly
this is the first welfare state. Only in
this century, since the arrival of in-
come taxes, have governments

thered money from the community -
redistribute to the poor.

But is that really welfare?

Prior to the industrial age, before
the time when people flocked to the
cities, governments didn't have to
hand out money. Even without
handouts, no one had to starve or
freeze if they were able-bodied. The
land, and its resources, was available
to a greater or lesser extent to
anyone.

In its forests, the community had

a surpius of firewood; in its streams,

water; on ils grass , Erazing:
and enough space thataveryunecﬁ ;
have some kind of a home and garden.’
Barring laziness or physical han-
tﬁmh];h rgg;én le tmﬁldﬂ survive
witbout nce on charity.

Governments didn't hnve% tax a
community’s collective wealth,
because people could help them-
selves,

That world of the past could
legitimately be called a welfare state
— g state of communal well-being.

 But that’s no longer true in Canada.

The wealth of our total com-
munity still depends on the land. iHs
forests, streams, minerals, and fields
provide food for its pegsle, Taw
materials for industries, and energy.
But the urban poor have been cut off,
from that communal wealth.

They get filed vertically, in high-
, OT cram
into rented rooms in old houses, They
can't live on the crumbs from the
tables of the rich — even our
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' affairs in whic
only two alternatives open to them.-

throwaways are now sanitaril
crushed, compressed, packaged,
shredded, or buried. They own no
land, and have no free access to the
oducts of the land. If there is open
nd near them, it is zealously
protected by local governments for
recreation of the total populace (and
possible for future development); the
may gather neither food nor fuel
rom it.

Similarly, the wider natural
resources of the country are no longer
there for the taking. The riches of
Crown (or communally-owned) land
are available only by negotiated
agreement with the government, on
behall of the citizens.

This is not a plea to roll back the
ciock, nor is it advocatin
unrestricted plunder of our natura
wealth b ::lppnrtunintu, be they poor
or rich, individuals or corporations.

It merely points vut a state of
the urban poor have

can steal — a method of

helping themselves that society
considers ¢riminal and punishes.

Or they can — asking

governments, the custodians of our
communal wealth, for handouts.

It's difficult to deseribe that sort -

of state as welfare. But there is
another option, if we have the wili to
impliment if they can be genuinely
aided by creative involvement in the
litical and economic processes of
e nation — and the fruit that would

accrue in a ‘‘just society'".
United Church of Canada.
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BUT, AT LCAST

We're fqt, lazy und*overpai‘d

By GERRY LANDSBOROUGH

Dizaster - calastrophe - where do you
atand when a national emergency natural or
man-made befalls us? If a national
emergency atruck In the dead of winter how
many of us would survive? How independent
of hydro and water and the local market are
we?

Question. . . How many of us are so tolally
dependent on so many different services that
in the [ace of a natipnal emergency we would

quickly face starvatllon, exposure, or
emergency medical crisls? .

Recently a spokesman for the Japanese

business association “Keldranen' called
Canadlan workers ‘‘fat, lazy, indolent, and
overpaid.’” Not only [s the above statement
fairly accurale but we have also becomne a
nalion of totally de t whiners. We are
dependent on almost everything - we tend to
live solely for today - tomorrow is something
we seldom conaider,

The sad plight of our uemployed is &
polgnant example. Many unemployed ac-
cording to a recent story in the Sunday Sun
have committed sulcide as a result of being
jobless, Statistics such os - 31 people in Metro
look their own lives In Avgust and 43 In
Seplember as compared with 34 In September
1976, The article implies that the plight of
jobless individuols - loss of self respect,
financlal wotries, the inability to cope,

resulted in an increasing rise in the number

of sulcides. :
Well, if the above holds true what has
become of our ¢wn individual independence?

How many of our pecple are unemployed
solely becausze there is no work? Personally
we are familiar with the local dairy Industry
and we know from past experience thet many
local farmers have to import help from
Britain or Australia or elsewhere becauss
Canndlans do not anly, not want to dirty thelr
hands, but they also want to be payed wages
beyond their worth. A local nu imports
help from the Caribbean islands, agaln
because the work Is hard and the wages
comparably low - but the question here Is
comparable to what?

Qur young people leave school, are not

only withoul an educatlon bul are also.

without sufficlent backbone and ambition to
work - WORK - work.

They demand high paying joba with a
minimum of labour. How many young
Canadian boya do you know that would stand
and wash dishea for 8 or 10 hours a day for

And now it's persondl

Unemployment ~- the issus we have
alwaya assoclated with the Prairies or the
Maritimes —is becoming a reallty In affluent
southern Ontario,

The prediction is that Peel's rata of
unemployment will hit 1.5 per cent In
February, well Inlo the double-digit bracket
we once reserved in the back of cur minds for
socalled “underdeveloped’ areas. :

Oh, we've talked aboul unemployment
and we've listenad to union leaderz and
palitical people mouth the usual stuff on the
subject,

But unil} now, no-one's really laken {1
seriously.

Even a little while back when an
unemployment demonstration took place
here, there were probably peoplesaying to
themselves: Why here?

Why, indeed !

Canada’s most intensive concentration of
Industry, manufacturing plants, (ransparta-
tlonfacllitles, office space and head offices i
cenired In the Toronto area, spilling over
ahundontly into Peel. Pecple are allracted {o
this area [rom across the country becouse of
employment potentlal,

Muosi people who want to work have been
able to find work.

Now, we are told, thatl aimply won'l be
the casze,

The Implicotions of such a turn of events
111:! probahly as political as they are anything
else.

Until now, Peel has traditionelly laken
the small-Conservalive path, politically and
socially. .

Labor-oriented thinking has never mada
the foct-hold here as it hoa in other areas.

Al thig puint, we suggest labar-criented
E.olillu will find & more sympalhetic ear,

olltical movements have been bullt on leas

than an 11.5 per cenl populalion base,

The kind of protest rally we saw recently
won't be an isolaled incident because in
February it may become a very perstonal
jssue. With more than one cul of 10 people out
of work, mosi of us will know someone
ﬁm ployed or {ind ourselves in the same

t, :

Soclally, Iti's bound {0 be a dynamile.
issue.

And, since it's so new to the influence and
prosperity line of thinking we're acctistomed
lo, we would do well Lo Jock af how It alfects
other areas,

The truth of the maller i3 that unempioy-
menl haa a profound effect on a cily, town o
reglon. Its effects are felt far beyond the 1.5
per cent involved. Long afller chanﬁ of
seasona in which unemployment drops back
lo “normal” the effects are slill being feilt,

" I that'a not much to look forward to, it's
just as well 1o be reallatlc about the malter
now. The tough part of the problem (s that it's
fike the weather: Youcan lalk about it but the
averagapersoncan't do a greal deal about il.

Brampton Times

$35. ar 90 & week as opposed tosilting on their
duff and collecting unemployment.

The Japanese see us as “‘over-pald.” 1
Agree fully. The wage scale in
Canada is comnplctely cut of wack. One man
can work &t a trade for 20 years and make $8
or $7 dollars an hour while 3 young lad freah
out of school can start at a steel mill begin-

ning at the same rate it took another 20 years
to make. Falrplay?

The Japanese found us "*fat.” You heard
it, that remnarkably ugly work that applies to
50 many of us - your humble writer included.

Falmeans over weight. [t appears lobe a
true moral crime that while two-thirds of the
world goes to bed hungry we here In Nerth
America are completely hung up on dlets,

Onereason is the "abundance' of food that (s -

at our {ingertps. How many of us eat to live
as to live o eat?

Japanese found us “lszy."” Lary by
what standarda? Well - don't we all wanl a 40

- hour work week or lesa, and who really wanls

1o rut [n over-time unless we get Uime and a
half for *"OUR"™ trouble. How many
Canadlans work with the good of the com-
mutity , province, or nation as a true fector
in thelr dally lives?

Our own Prime Minlster tells us “we're
soft."” Of course the Trudeau knockers will
justalough it off, but the PFM recently pointed

out “'inat when tne dollar (alls 10 per centina
yeor it's because the world [s telling us we're
living bevond our megans.”

Prosperity becomes something we
Canadians believe “we are entitled {0.” Not
something cveryone tghlens their belt
buckles and works lowards. Buy now - pay
tater. But unfortunately in a country whose
people seldom think seriously of tomorrow,

later always comes unexpected and much
sooner than imaglned. .

It a disaster were to befall us, we are
lotatly and completely unprepared. Even
Hm: with full freczers are helpless against a
blackout.

We all need lo be dependent on something

and ingomewnys on our {ellow counlrymen -
but tatally Gependent is wrong for all of us. It

goes beyond belng sofl. If we are {o hold our .

place in the world a8 a nslion we have to start
thinking and acting like one. We have to
consider what the Japanese think of us, and
what Lhe rest of the nations of the world Lhink

. of us. We cannol behave as 8 spoilt child and

demand respect at the same time.

So come on Canada, let's get together.
Lel's work ot it - first on a personal level
iremember fat, lazy and overpaid] and
second on a patlonal tevel Lo think [n terms of

unity. To think in terms of “what happens
lomorrow, "

Queens Park information
empire unlikely
to change

By DON O'HEARN
Queen's Park Bureau
O The Herald

The governument has had a study done on
'fts communlcallons, and particularly its
{nformallon apparalus,

A young gradusle of a community college
public relations course was hired to look at all
the Information .branches In Lhe varlous
ministries and the informatlon machinery
generally and to recommend how It could be
improved,

His main recommendation was that there
should be much more cenirallzation.

Int (his he should have lots of agreement,

For it is plainly cbvivus that with it there
could be both & better quallty of work and a
lot of money saved.

Other people have pointed this out over
the years.

Butl we won't see it,

There is some extraoordinary duplicallon

in the government information service now,

Some ministries even have thelr own

television atudios (despite the foct there is o
-good studlo in |he maln parllament bulld-

ings),

Many ministries have specialists such as
artisis and pholographers on stafl. Peple who
are much under-used.

If these speclallst services were centrall-
red, combined Into the one general unit for
which all minlsiries would draw obvlously so
many bodies wouldn't be needed and prob-
ably o higher calibre of personcould be hired.

And the same principle (¢llows through
mosal of the Information siructure,

ALLEMPIRES -

Bul we won't see o change.

Blocking it will probably be Lhe biggeat
abalacle to Lhe efficient government.

: This |8 that, unlike the private sector, in
government ils componenis, which are the
ministries, ace all emplres unlo their own.

Each, even though, It draws (is funds
irom a ceniral pot, is very much akin to a
privale corporation acling on its own.

When one ministry has somelhing all the
others must have il. And this a rock-bound

principte. The bureaucracy is dug In and It is
almost unmoveable,

As jusl one example of the growih, and
waste this can mean, we have the Ministry of
Environment.

A few years ago il had an infermation
branch with a few people [n it. Today it has 18
names of peraonnel listed In Lthe rmment
phone book, and thls would be exclusive of
sccrelaries and other aupport people,

It is an empire wilhin'an empire. And gll
the reports In the world won't disturb it.

Anything can
happen at
PC policy

‘convention

By STEWART MacLEOD
(Miawa Burean
Of The Herald
The liming was rether funny. There

were in a Parllament Hill cafeteria
about the Conservative's naticoal
e wvs teyiag o got this Tory MB o
wo Were
why we lhmﬂndghutgcr attending.

“Conte on,” sald a colleague. "'Just
mﬁu&ﬁﬁumdmnwhywenMdbe there. It
W suicidal for you le to fight over
the party leadership mdpet;z policy

ceriainly don't offer much in the way of
controversy." .

He was referring cular
resolution which asks w the delegates
wish to find “an equitable means of ensuring
the conlinued existence of a united country in -
which ns who speak eilher cofficial
language can llve full and satiafying lives. . .”

'The answer 1o that, 1 suggest, is decidely
predictable,

Anyway, this MP thought for a few
moments, before suggesting there was every
reasoh in the world for press o be In
sitendance. *‘With Torles™, he sald, "'you fust
never know what's going to happen. We'll find
something Lo fight about, and you can't take a

chance on not being there.”

But at the moment, he agreed, things
looked rather tame,

And here is where the tming took that
funny turn.

An hour after that coffee klatsch, the
loudspeakers in the press gallery announced
ihat & staterment had been received from
Gordon Churchill, the 78-year-old former
Conservatlve cabinet mintster who had been
at John Diefenbaker’s right hand during 16
years in parliament,

And just ope month before the Tory
conventlon waa due to begin her= waa
Churchill, a politician to the end, sprinkling a
little sand in the coovention. grease. He was
issulng a velled warning that attempts may
be made at the convention —if not in the Tory
caucus ilself ~ 1o drum his hero, Diefenbaker
out of the party.

What set him off was that earlier
statement by former leader Robert Stanfield
eritlelzing Disfenbaker for what he consider-
ed o be Indirect eriticiam of party leader Joe
Clark. Stanfleld zald hia : should
slop sticking the knife into his leader,

Alter thinking about this for & couple of
weeks — when everyone else in the part
seemed lo have {orgotten about it — Ch
let fly with this statement in which be sald the
"feud” between the two former leaders could
lead to the formation of & new party. And bhe

accussed Stanfield of trying to muzle Die-
fenbaker,

No one knows better than Churchill just
how absurb such an objective wowld be.

[ suspecl Churchill, who held three
cabinets posts during his years in the
Diefenbaker government, was chortling to
himsell just a bil as be came up with an
equally absuth suggestion that Stanfield
might Lry to drum Lbe Prince Alhert MP out
of the party, -

Talk about siicidal missionst

But Churchill went on to talk sbout the
consequences. ', . if that happened, the way
would be open for Lhe {ormation of a new
party competent to deal with Lhe present
crisis of Confederation under the able and
experienced sponsorship of John Diefenbaker
ond John Turner, former Liberal Finance
Minister, Jim Richardson, former Liberal
Defence Minister, will be watching and
thousands of people would be attracted to the
pmmtn

The inference here, of course, is that the
present party is not competent to deal with
Lhe present crisis of Confederation. And, just
by colbcidence, a prime objective of the
forthcoming convention is to come up with
policies that will convice Canadians the

Torles ore indeed competent to save the
natlon.

Futhermore, Churchill seems a bit intri-
gued by Lhe idea of a brand new political
party — an idea he might like to toss around
in the backrooma of the conventions,

Jitat what the pariy neads as it sets out to
display a new enthusiastic unity1

And that MP at the coffee Lable was
absolutely right. When a Conservative con-
vention looms on the horizon, you just never
know what will happen.

S o e e e e o e e N e N e e e e S Er S O S S S D D O DO

L]

Looking through our files

THIRTY YEARS AGO

Improvements are underway on the road
near Balllnafad, where the road s being
siralghtened and the hill cut down to facili-
tate traffic on this important ariery which
connects Ballinafad with Highway 7 and
Geargelown.

Mrs. Harry Watkins received word this
morning from Teadson House, a Philadeiphia
publlshing firm, that her novel *"Thess Linka
Dan't -Break” had been published and an
initia] 750 copies sold. The leller enclosed &
royalty cheque.and the publishers sald they
would be intereated in any further novels
which Mrs. Walkins might submit to them,

TWENTY YEARS AGO

Georgetown's ation has increased
from 6257 to a record figure of 5678 In the past
year, Assessment has also reached an
all-time high of $8,158 487 which represents.
an increase of 6.8 f:er cent in a year. .

A hugeo shopping mart which would be
one of the largest In Conada is being
promoted for a etown location by the
Torontorealty firm of A.E, LePags Co. News
of the 42 acre project, which would locate in
the Delrex scctlon of town, fronling on

Highway T was released this week by W.J.
While of the LePage firm,

Georgetown firefighters jolned olbers
from Erin, Guelph, and Orangeville
Friday evening in battling a biazs
threatened to engulf many bulldings on the
main streel of Hillsburgh,

- TEN YEARS AGO

Halton East was ooe of the exclting
xridings Monday evening. As election returns
came in a see-aaw contest was Indicatsd. And
the evening ended with the Progressive
Conservatives reteining their soat at Quobn's
Park by a scant 102 m

Downtown George was n sindatage
for 12 hours Friday as the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation borrowed our small Llown
mvmtljrn for their le}munml drama mries
Quentin Purgens MP,

"We expect the new Mountainview bri:
dge tobelaking trafflc by mid-December and

bly earler,” chairman Wm. R
Smith told councll Monday, Mr. Smith sald
the project had been three weeks behind

schedule, but the contractor is umhu op
and barring hold-ups in delivery of ma
will have the bridge open bafore Christmas,




