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Callaghan's '
latest | ' | ' |
merits ‘ |
reading ‘

Any new book by Morley
Calizghan deserves close atte-
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ntion, if only because Callag- .
han i3 perhape the most honor- s ;
ed of living Canadian writers.
But his latest novel, CLOSE sale Ends
TO THE SUN AGAIN (MAC- :
MILLIAN: 152 pages: $9.95) '
merits much more, : sa'l'- OCil I 5* -

Tt has already been touted in - ¥ '

advame as his best plece of
ficlion in 40 years. There are n . .
number of reasons why it is . ]

dilflcult to dispute this claim.
Siyle is the niost obvious.

Here Callaghan is writing in ] |

top form. The prose is clean - ,

and subtle and does its job - .
without showiness, | L]

Anolher factor however, Is
what might be called the
book's attilude. Just as he has
dropped some of the taugh-guy
stylistic excesses of his carlier
work, so too Callaghan has
Callaghan has discarded much ¥ ' _
of the moralizing dear to him s 8 isl Purchase

in the past. - : : : : mited Quantities

This is a forcelul and moving Yac!
story, cloguently told, which No Rainchecks

has much lo say about our
present condition,

That is nol to say that the
book is a departure from earl-
icr ones. I is, rather a refine-
ment of them. Close To The
Sun Again (s a fitting climax to
a half-century-long career as a

" novelist, storyteller and gen-
eral literary presence,

A BORN LEADER

~ The subject of the novel is
the emotional sterility of Ira
Groome, a 53-year-old busin-
essman who has just returned
to his native Toronlo (a cily
which, as in most Callaghan
novels is well deseribed but
never mentioned by name),
Groome already has had (wo
careers.

During World War 11, he was
an officer in the Royal Canad-
jan Navy. He was nicknamed
“Ribbons"’ Groome becaus . of
his many decorations. Laler,
he was with a multinalional
enterprise, serving os trouble-
shooter and pelitical fixer in L ST L i : L Ry .,
E“m“z-';'f“”"t“ﬁv most recently ﬂ'}l ) Q. ) ‘ g ® Choose YOUTS

He is then, a born leader. N\ Blgave Tad A Gk .. N - N in fall
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“Commander’ not n . ' 2 :
because of his war record, but N : ranging irom
because 1he epithet scems nat- st SIA Y W ' light to dark
ural for one so smooth, ruth- [§ w P MR tones in

less, calm and ausiere, ﬁ SHA i T L -. .ﬂ S1M.L.KL*
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sure of business has gol Lo him,
exactly. It is rather that he can : , 35% cotion

no longer bear up under emot- or 100% polyester.

ional bam:ﬁrﬁm @® Neatly tailored

Callaghan’s underlying \ ‘ with fashion : o
statement, about the quality of collar, long sleeves Y
f:tlﬁit:nu:dw ® trban world, i3 : and | or 2 breast

The first half of the novel pockets '
gives us Groome's background \ @ Sport shirts you'll wear
and shaws the shape his life N\ with pride... at Very Special

O\

missioner. It is not the pres- _. _ ' 65% polyester / L R . TR S

takes in Toronto, He Is quickly _
inducted into the local ruling savings!
class, He even atlempls lo

cure his melancholy by having
an affair with the wife of one of

LN 1 ’
its other members. ) ; ,
Bul such therapy is unsuc- - -
cessful and he knows it, 2T ) &

Groome begins loicse even the

facade of correciness Lthat has Ny . -

helped make his successful. He .t s h

slips into alcoholism and must G o : | r s e
periodically go for drying-out B ;

treatments at a private clinic, b, ;
At this polnt the novel sud- b+ :

denly shifts back in lime, to the Fadt )7

war, and Callaghan slowly, S -4, L i »

nealtly reveals the source of his : e, ; 3 #

character’s unhappiness. RS - a i i L '2 L
It seems that, while on con- S, 0 - @

voy duty aboard a corvetie in

the North Atlantle, Groome

plcked up two shipwreck vic- ¥ . X
tims—n weallby young Ameri- A e :
can women and a man who, it AP e
turns out was her bodyguard Ll
and Jover of sorts. Both, as it i -
. happened, were on the lam, '
. {zroome and the woman {ell -
in love, each knowing that the ;

relationship would inevitably
" come Lo a bad end. When the '
corvette waos torpedoed, the ' ;
woman dived overboard and ' EA.
was losl, - ' *
it is to compensate or ot
least cover (his [oss thal

Groome has acquired all the : COITIpal'e

litles thal have made his

Euu:h a miserable person and At
a successful businessman. S

We do nol learm until the end : 1 4.99
thal these war experiences, s o
which are described with what
seema {o be carelul authentie-
ity, ore the recollections rac- ! : : ;
ing 'Ehmugh Gruﬂme’a mind g5 : SUDErbly Tﬂi[ﬂrEd in no-irén,
he lies in hospital and are, in : machine-washable 65%
fact, his last thoughts before ' * polyester / 35% cotton,

dying. t .
ying TR these long-sleeve shirts
Now 73, Callaghan has gone feature tashion coliar and all

through several distinct phras- ‘ those distinctive extra

Ie: n:: o wr{lit;rﬂc;nﬂ n:zl:'c: ﬁﬁ; touches from the maestro

lete silence. Always, though, himself. Luxurious tone-on-
his fiction has been concerned, _ ; lofis shadas iH Giet 1416
often in Christian terms, with _
outcasis of various sorts,
Clearly this Is also the case
with Close To The Sun Again.
But this, his meat controlled
and perhaps simplest book,
has an exira element. s _ o | )
. ‘This Is the fact that there B T S
must be a bit of Ira Groome in . T r _ =
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and that this situation Is the

bane and shame of the society ’ IN THE GEORGETOWN MARKET PLACE

we have made for curselves. . | |
] l I t ; ' : " ) »
R . " Open Monday Thru Friday — Saturday Til.6
Hecht, published by Lester and ' | L . ww B gy m e b e g gt e e o SRR T TINAR AETHLI T RS/
ﬂmn_l#;:mu “ews Bervice. . : 2 | | ' ' e il T L R i Lo R R T R P I . L L TS g o ki.ﬂ;-.ﬂ#,%ﬁ!ﬂ&ﬂzxﬁw’ﬁ---.

Ll




