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This letter sent to The Herald
for publleation.

Mr. K. Skerrelt

Chief Constable

Halton Regional Police

1225 White Oak Blvd.
Oakville, Ontario,

Dear Sir:

On Thursday, August 18,
1977, at approximately 6 p.m. 1
was driving my car West en No
7 Highway in the village of
Norval.

Two (ire department vehic-
les had passed me travelling
East. These vehicles were ea-
sily seen because of size, Tral-
fic was moderate in both dip-
eclions at this time with child-
ren on bicveles and pedes-
trians moving freely about, no
doubl drawn by these fire
vechicles,

A few seconds later, [ had
. turned the bend at the West.

end aof Norval and realized that
what T presumed were two
police cruisers were coming
towards me, travelling in the
Enstbound traffic Jane and it
appeared trying to pull out of
their line of traflic and pass,
Highway No 7 at this point is
two lanes, with soft shoulders
and a curbstone, being near a
bridge and park entrance.
There was a very bright sun
in a clear sky, low on Lhe
horizon, a situation which
made it very dilficult to te}l
whether or not the eruisers had
their flashing red roof lights
en, In fact, only the fact that
these roof lights were fitted
enabled me to decide they
were in fact emergency vehic-
les. No siren could be heard
and, In fact, no siren sound
was heard as they passed me.
There were vehicles travelling

in line be'weer 'Reen pwn

crulsers.

Later enquiries confirmed
that *he [lallon Region cruls-
ers donot carry speciz] audi-
ble warning devices, and thal
the pelicy of your Police force
I3 not 1o se cquip the said police
vehicles with any audible war-

-ning device other than a regul-

ar autemobile horn.

[ would think that an exper-
fcnced Police. Officer would
have the sense o realize that
under any given num
road and weather conditlons, a
visual emergency signal is not
nlways adequate unless sup-
plemented with an  audible
signal of a siren or another
type device to warn tralfic of
the presence of such emerg.
ency vehicles, with a recogniz-
ed need to eblain road clear-
ance to afford free passage (o

r af .

. , LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Reader questions police policy of no sirens

o about its nceessary busi-
ness.

Un an open highway, a regu-
lar type siren sound does not
carry too well, and is most
effective usually only in urban
ttireas where buildings can re-
flect the sound but for your
Force, covering a large area
which is epen highway, there
arc good elecironic signals
availuble which can be heard
over most terrain and traffic
nolse,

lf your Force policy |s one of
non-use of audible emergency
signals, I must wonder at the
obvious lack of intelligent
ihinking which has prompted
this decision, particularly
when the law puls specilic
righls and obligations on other
road users to afferd free pas.
sage lo such vehicles when
brought to their aitention by

Monopoly function, strike right
must be reviewed and changed

To the edilor of The Herald:

The recent air-controllers
strike has once again raised
discussion on the larger
subject of sirikes in "‘essential
services”, however Lhat may
be delined, Last time {t was Lhe
inside postal workers.

While all falr-minded peopie
would agree that legal-strikes
are an established part of the
collective bargaining process,
that the worker has the right to
protect himself economically,
and that all workers should
have the same righis without
discrimination, there is ob-
viously general and seripus
public concern about the ef-
(ects of strikes in some areas,

Thoae areas charac-
teristically involve the deadly
combination of a virtually
monopoly function oplus the
right to strike. Thev have
serious effects on Lhe
and convenlence of individual
people, on businesses, and on
the economy in general. They
involve areas such as the
public service, transportation,
communication ond security.
They can result in serious civil
disorder and ecenomic loss.

While most contract
negotiations in both the private
and public sectors have been
seltled without strike action or
loat time, strikes in these
crucial oreas have had

*

devastating effects in recent’
years. This was not what the
government had in mind when,
with the best of intentions, it
legislated the right to strike for
these groups a few vears ago,
nor has It now. It cannat in
future tolerate or permit
sertous harm to the public

i the country, it would be
beller to know beforchand that
the strike is not a permitted
part af the greund-rules.
Surely overwhelming public
apinion can appeal to the
inherent sense of respon-
sibility or cur unions, of bath
their rank-an-file members as

from such strikes and loss of well os their leaders.

essentiol services, especiably
these in the pgovernment
seclor, The public has made it
clear that It simply will not
stand for it. The economy has
made it clear that it stmply
cannot stand for it.

What to do then? It is not
casy or pleasant to remove o
right once it has been granted,
even though this may be
necessary. The alternative is
some  other acceptable
collective bargaining
mechanism to replace the
strike, such os binding ar-
bilration or the “last best
offer” system. Governments
have been secking such an
answer lor some lime.

some people belleve that it is
Impessible lo Jegislate againat
legal strikes because they will
only become illegal strikes or
other disruptions. I sup
this is onc of the tests of a
modern civilized industrial
nalion. But surely, If govern-
ment has o be continually
lcgislating workers back 1o
work each and every time a
slrike is called, to keep order

Al any rate, wilth mere such
strikes anticipated in the
essentinl  seevices, e.g, the
inside postal workers, tran-
sportation groups, and
perhaps others, this subject
will undeubtedly continue to be

a hol teple for discussion tn
caucus, Parliament and
among the public over the next
few years. Most people ob-
viously do pot want their
essential services disrupted.
Neither do I.

[ would appreclate hearing
my conatituents’ views, elther
indirect correspendence or the
media, so that [ may represent
you even more elfectively on
this erucial subject in Otlawa,

Yourssincerely,

Dr. Frank A. Philbreok,
Member of Parliament,
Hallon.

15th Slderoad, -
STEWARTTOWN

Dr. P.W. Kuryllowicz

Wishes To Annouvnce That

DR. BRIAN MARKHAM

Is Associating WithHim in The
Practice Of General Dentristry

*

877-5389

‘I'VE GOT
THOGE WORN OUT
FURNAGE BLUES’

assnugasabugina rug.lﬂnd you know

If you have an older furnace, or had
problems with your furnace last winter.
chances are you're geing to be lefl out
In the cold this winter...and singing the
worn out furnace blues. |

But Union Gas can help.

Union Gas can install a beautiful,
economical, ultra-modern natural gas
furnace belore winter even geis here.
And that will keep you and your family

something? Natural Gas is about the
mos! economical and smartest way to
heat your home. It's so clean burning, so
comioriable.. and thanks to a simple
little ptpe, natural gas is always there
when you need it. Winter is just around

the corner. Soc'mon..

.call Union Gas.

All you have to lose are those worn out

furnace blues.

HUNION GAS

CallUnionGas. You've gotnothin'tolose.

the driver of sucl: a vehicle by
means of a siren or other
devices.

Your policy is circumven-
ting of these directives, or at
the very least, placing obstac-
les in tho way of other road
users, and the emergency veh-
icle driver, in this cose the
consiable, in carrying out
these obligations and 1 would

hope that this is an jsolated
case of misdircelion of & g
Depacrmment aud pot pared af
overall thovghtless and hap-
hazard policy of uperation.
Pruotection of Life £ Proper-
bty is the prime reason for 1he
exwslence of any Pulice Foree
and Lhe first concern of ils
senior officors must be sens-
ible direction and the pursur-

Put kids working
for local groups

To the editar of The ferald:

Heading the article “Eight-
year-olds register with Aan-
power' 1 want to express my
feelings about this new idea.

“Child Labour” ENCOUR-
AGED by the Government! |
can see how this official bly
can come up wilth their goal of
85,000 placements in 1977 -
fantastic! How about employ-
ment of sorne dogs and cats? ks
that the right use of our
taxpayer's dear money o help
emplaoy children? Does a child
have to be paid (or every little
job he or she dwes for some-
body else, who possibily can-
not afford 1t at all?

If childen like to do jobs

a8 strawberry-picking, cut
prass ele, rather than “play"
then muavbe organiztions as
the Y™ shEoultd come up with a
program and il the peaple,
being assisted, ean esme up
with some kind of money re-
ward, thal moeney could go
back to the orgisdzalion or
lowards a cerlain preject for
Towe or recrealion.

If those b vear olds eannnt
find jolxs next year, will they
b counted in the (olal number
of the unemploved? 1 odon’
think this whole thing is a
Meate' jdea. How are those
kitls protected in case of aceid-
ctils ete. ere.”

A coneerned citizen,
Connie Neuwhol

ance of o policy which will
attempt to ensure the safety of
buth its personcl on duty and
other road users lawfully at
ltrge.

Your present policy regard-
ing emergency audible woarmn-
ing signals leaves much doubt
in my mind as lo both the
direction and ininking being
pui omt hy eenine flallon Reg-
ion Police OUfficers. Your com-
ments are requested,

Yours truly,
Hurrison Wood

Supt. Floyd Schwants, of
[istrict Area 1, Hallon Reg-
fonal Police, sxald the pro's ol
ecquipping police vehlcles with
nudible warning slrens are
clearly stated Jn  Ilarrison
Wood's letier, '

However, by installing a
siren It leads o glive police
ufllcers a lalse sense of secur-
ity thot motlorists will hear the
siren and veer out of the path
uf the police vehlele.

A regular type of walllng
siren, as stated In the Infter,
does not carry too well, and
Supt, Schwaniz sald pedest-
Fian’s would be able to hear the
siren, but drivers may not,

“In most cases [ js nol
necessary for police olficers Lo
exceed the speed Himlit, there-
fore, a siren Is nol needed.”
Supl. Schwantz sald,

Also, il a glren is altached to
the cutside of the pollce vehicle
rnow and raln cause malfune-
tlans to the slren's mechanism
and, if, put under the hood of a
vehicle the whail tends (o be

J. Kohari D.T.

molfled.

flalton Reglonal Police Is
ooe of few forces without some
iype of andible emergency
tignal. “Personally, I prefer
tirens,”” be pald,

J. Novak D.T.

Georgetown

106 GULLPH STREET (on Highwnoy 7 hevide Poyt Office)

Denture ey Clinic

Phone:

R77-A974
912314

HERALD
CLASSIFIEDS

HELP HUNT HOT BUYERS!H!

CALL 877-2201

WORLDWIDE.
SHORTAGE OF
_ HONDAS

. We're nol playing
than we can make anc
to please a lot of

hard Lo get. It's flat-out true that more people want Hondas
ship to Honda dealers. When we designed the Civie, we wanted
heople. So for penny pinchers, we made it run for miles and

miles (or kilometers and kilometers) on Regular grade gasoline. For eng‘inee.nng bufis,
~ we equipped Honda Civie with the latest refinements. For those who drive for
fun, it’s desigmed to be quick and easy, clean and crisp. Put all these people together,
worldwide and we've sold a lot of ears. So many that a temporary shortage forces
us to ask customers to wait a few weeks for delivery. On the other hand, would you ever

i

G Baz Motors Limited
199 Guelph St., Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4A8 877-5286 or 676-1813

want a car for which there was a worldwide surplus? Hmmm?

Put a smile on your face. Drive a Honda.




