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Absolute values
~akin to insanity

By GERRY LANDSBOROUGH

More than seven thousand years ago it
was written: “‘Limb for limb - eye for eye -
tooth for tooth - anyone who Inflicts an injury
on his neighbour shall receive the same In
refern.””

“Whoever takes the life of any humans
shall be put to death."

Seven thousand years of history - of
struggle - of wars - of giving birth and of
dying. Seven thousand years and though man
has survived, his values remain o8 primitive
as those who stoned, ferlured and beat to
death, their fellow creatures - all in the name
of justice.

The tragic death of Emanuel Jaques an
innocent child has shown Lhis beyond doubt.
Though his death rips through the soul of all
of us some allow (eelings to rule over reason
to cry out: Blood for blood.

" Anoutery of a different nalure has risen

[rom the Anglican Task Force on Human
Life, Here they have suggested that the lives
of severely retarded children be terminated.
This is the basis of cuthansia, The horror here
is the placing of value not on Iife jtsell but Lhe
productiveness of thal life.

If we reason thal the decision to allow
severely retarded children to die has value on
ihe basis of true mercy - will we nol continue
on? Where does perfection lie? What of the
0id - are they too no longer productive? What
of the blind? The insane? The crippled? The
weak? All who are unproductive and a drain
on the taxpayers? What of the unempioyed
and those in prison?

We begin with 2 morality based on
compassiott, yel as in censorship and civil
liberties the smallest infringement, done in
the most -humane of Inlerests creates a
monster whose malignant growth so exceeds
the initial starting point that soon all is
consumed and only malignancy is left.

Absolute power is the most terrifying of
- things - we reason ¢n the insanity of an Idi
Amin or a Adoll Hitler - men who abuse
power,

To place less than “absolute value'™ on
human life creales a maonsler.

Soitis with abortion. We can reason on so
many humamtarian pleas. So many good
sound reasons [or the termination of life, yet
when we take away life, we take the most
basic right we have - the right to live,

If we were to make our judgments solely
un whal is *'normal” as the basts of the right

AROUND THE RIM

to life - who among us would be allowed to
live? .

What is normal Is as varied as what is
beatty, ugly, pernographic, maral or right,
Who would you have decide for all of the
above?

Mansince time begnn has justified avil In
the name of good, The insanity of wor bears
this out. Now man has developed a “neutron
bomb."

This marvel does not destroy buildings -
only peoplé. Here the works of man have
become more valuable than man the creator,
An Empire State building has greater value
than the hymans |nhabiting it. Humans are
expendable, but their works are nol.

A thought trend is to be seen here. We
have allowed ourselves to become devalued,
We now dehate ““whose” [ife is of volue. The
true answer is “‘no mans."' How sad and how
barbaric we still are.

The retarded persons who is not normal
knows not of war, greed, lust, hate, murder,
rape or corruption. His mind is incapable of
thought for war as in the thoughts of so-called
“normal” man.

It is man the thinker - the normal mind-
that has conceived and bred the ''neutron
bomb." .

We cannot allow our emotions to betray
us, Neither in outery of “blood for blood" ag
we so-called normal people suggest toriure,
and slow death for the sick minds thal killed
an innocent 12-year-old. Nor can we allow
emolien to rule us in secalled compassion
and mercy that decrees the retarded mind
valueless. It s nol productive, cannot feel as
1 feel, is not normal, therefore should be
terminated in the name of mercy.

A plea for life is just that - it eries out that
all humanity has the right to life, a right so
sacred (hat we can defend that basle right

.against all else. The rain and the sun fall on

the just and unjusi alike and you cannol ' take

one from the other without destroying beth.
The basle right to life has to be valued

above all else in crder to proiect all.

They must all have the right to life

the just and the unjust

the sick and the healthy

the strong the weak

the normal and the abnormal

the young and the old

We cannat kill in the name of mercy, or

jtllslil:r:. or vengence and keep our own hands

clcan.

Coping? What is life?

By BOB RUTTER

Coping is becoming the key to living in
the 1970s. It will become even more impertant
us life progresses toward the next cenlury
with technulogical advances outstripping
man’s ability to comprehend and understand.

That’s why I don’t accept the emational
dismissal of the Anglican Church's working
paper on human life the way Herald colum-
nist Gerry Landsborough does this week.

The working document released last
menth is a ferward-looking and constructive
paper which raises questions we must be
prepared to discuss.

It is unfortunate that the working paper
sulfered rom media sensaiicnalism foreing
it to become an emotional issue and it won't
get a fair hearing. Indeed, the church synod
last week called for rewriting of the paper lo
clarify the issues,

What is life? What is death? The answers
to these questions remain clouded by ethical,
moral and Jegal ideals, particularly In the
case of doctors whe must make decisions
whih can lead to death and a charge of
murder,

Archbishop E. C. Scoit, Primate of Lhe
Anglican Church, recently sald in an Inter-
view that: continued life support t
mechanical means raises the questlons of
whether we are in fact prolonging death
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rather than life. I must concur.,

Associated with the question of human
life is gur ability os a civilization to survive.
Will food productlion through lechnological
advances continue o remain at the level we
now have, or will we face global concerns
over where the next meal comes from?

Ls society prepared Lo accept the cost of
maintaining human [lfe no malier how
expensive this becomes or slreiches our
resources’?

Recent soclological tests among rais
show that social order collupses ence populn-
tion expands to enormous proportions, What
will this planel be like in a century from now?
Filly years? Or, 25 years? Are we now
experiencing through the apparent lawless.
ness and unaccepiable breakdown in soclal
mores, partieulzrly In the United States, the

beginning of the collapse of pur way of life?

[ don't pretend to have the answers to
these and other questions, But we must be
prepared Lo address them even Il we do not
find the anawers. [ belleve they ore all
inter-related, I:!ul I don't know which is the
key lssue¢ to nddress” which allowa the
complex puzzle Lo {all into piace.

I do know that the working paper by the
Anglican Church may be a step on Lhe right
path toward findlng Lthe anawers we should be

Reflections on summer recess

Hy DONO'HEARN
Queen's Park Bureau
(M The Herald

Summer days can be reflection days,
FParticularly summer days such as this year's
when everybody, it seems, is 50 tired out that

whal they want to do is nothing, if possible, -

>0 [ am ino mood for reNection,

And a natural bent for this is this
queslion: Who, in many years here, stands
oul most In memory?

WASHLACKWELL

And this 13 o thought that causcs no
cancem.

I have known George Drew, have known
Leslie Frost, have known John Robarts and
currently, of course, know William Davis,

Bul none of lhese, though fine men all,
stand out in my mind as does one other.

The man I mosat remember over the years
is Leslie Blackwell.

RAN SHOW

Blackwell was allorney-general from
1947 lo 148, - :

But much more than that he was the
number two, or you might say number 112,
man in the government.

The goevernment, of course, wos headed
by George Drew. And with Drew there never

was any question who was hoss. He was,

But he liked to bess so much staff— in-
cluding, at the time, World War I1, that
someone had to kecp the home shop running.

And this was the joh that Blackwelt
inherited.  And fidled magnificently.

IMLEW WON
A world-vlass baseball pitcher, six (eet
[wo, who had lost a leg in World War 1, then
coached both the Varsity football and water
polo feams, he was a man’'s man who was
never the first to leave any party.

lie led a strenuous social life.
flut he probably gol triple the work dene
of his colleagues.

And his rewnrd was an anachronism.
When Drew moved on to Ottawn in 1948
Blackwell ran to succeed him.

He should hoave wan, But he didn't,

Leslie Frost did,
And the irony was that Drew pul Frost in.

He was afraid of Blackwell. Thought he
would be too strong, and he still wanted lo
control the Ontario party from Oltawa.

Easy to fathom CLC
in opposing controls end

It's hard to have imogined last week Lhat
there would have been npproval by the
Conadian Labor Congress (CLC) to a
governmenl Initiative to monltor the removal
of prices and wage conlrals,

And the expected hoppencd. The CLC
refused tolake part inwhat it described as an
extension of the controls through volunlary
restraint “for (he simple reason that the
fatlure of such program would then be at.
tached to the backa of the workers.

The federal governmient program in-
stiluled two years ago is not working. This
October the annual Inflation rate is supposed
to be targeted to the allowable increase in
wages -~six per cent. But if the present trend
conlinues, we may face eight to nlne per cent
on the anniversary date of the confrols

We can’t fault the government for having
attempted fo remove coplrols because it's
apparent that n sluggish economy haos
resulted. But we also suspect that the fear of
the inflation psychology grabblng hold of alt
areas of the cconomy ence cantrols are lifted
has spelt the doom for any such action.

The prime minister's caomments last
week that the CLC has lorced o Tontinuation
of the controls progrom is not also unex-
pected. Nor would we suspect the indefinite
continuation of the control period the way

income lax has centinued as o temporary
meanire Rinces 1017

It appears that government has no option
and must now look at stimulnting the
econamy within the controls guidelines. It'sa

And of course as soon as Frost got in
cverybody found out who the real strong man
THTS

Drew, in effect, was told to clean out his
fesk.

An opportune

time for
minister
to act

Heeent rulings of the Welllngton, Bruce
and Grey county courts have placed at least a
four month deloy in construction of the

~ northern section of Lthe Bradley-to-George-

town hydre corridaor.

Why then is il necessary Lo conclude the
Acton hearings for expropriation of the
sotthern seclion through Halton Hills when
information 1s adamantly being refused by
UOnlario Hydro, especially when the Inter-
esied Citizens {1CG) is prepared lo provide
expert testimony In 30 doya?

The hearings In Acton have been leas
than successful. Ontario Hydro's altitude of
refusing to acknowledge any alternative
routings, two court actions which were
resolved in favor of the opponents and
general confusion will make the outcome of
the hearings whether pro or con suapect,

We are not, however, being presumptous
of the report hearing officer Donald Meyrick
is preparing for Ontario Energy Minister
James Taylor. Mr. Meyrick handled (he
hearings reasonably within the bounds of
direction he received, His dignily, however,
suffered at the hands of the Crown-owned
utitity when he was forced to beg Hydro to
co-operate in providing informaltlon the court

-deemed necessary.

This then becomes on opporiune Ume for
Mr. Taylor to restore the publle credibility in
the hearings by either calling for a continua-
tlon of the Acton proceedings or to fulflll the
request of the ICG which has for four years
called for an independent lnguirv inlo the
routing of the Bradley-to-Georgetown corri-

By STEWART MacLEOD

(Htawn Bureau
Of The Herald

When 1 picked up Lhe morning newspaper
and saw that the. Unemployment Insurance
Commission was being "streamlined,” 1
developed this strange fecling (hat I was
reliving something from {he past, You know
that sensatlon you gel when some event
strikes you as on almost mystic repetitlon.

Andhere, In the mﬂhﬂr:g m:wapaper.'-wu
& story aboul how Manpower Minister Bud
Cullen was given the new litle of “employ-

ment minister”, reflecling the fact thal the

Unemployment Insurance Commssion now
would be merged with his department of
manpower and Immligrailon,

The Iden, explained the minlster, {3 to
give the public a “positive Image."

“We're talking aboul employment, not
unemployment." At ‘the same time, the
minister's deputy, Jack Manlon,-was talking

program. .

about the duplication that now exists belween
the department and the commlssion.

““Wa'll be taking an enormous pile of
paper oul ¢f the system," he said, with some
enthusiaam, ‘

However, iU's worth noting that the
minisier sald there will be no significant
decrease In staff.

Anyway, after reading this I became
quite concerned about this severe bout of

© mystle repelitions T was experiencing. My
" head was ablaze with vislens about "UIC.

sireamlinings."”
RESEARCHPAYS
[ hale fo think of what might have

happened to my sanity had 1 not gone Lo &
library 1o seo whether, ot some point in my
lfe, | bad heard ol the Unemployment
Insurance Commlssion belone streamlined.

When | naw the evidence, I feit liko a new
man, i1 turps out that the UIC has mnde o
career oul of belng streamlined, from the
time Lhe first Employment.and Soclal Insur-
ance Act was passed In 1935, only to be
declarcd Invalld by the Privy Council.

.Bul the problema were streamlined oul in

rorry state of affnirs.

1Mt and the Unemployment [nsurance Act
came Into ferce, Fourleen years laler, o new
sireamlined act replaced it. It was adminls-
tered by the Unemployment Insurance Com-
misslon, which reported teo Parliament
{hrough the minlaier of labor,

A few yeors later a commitlee was
cstablished to look into the commission and it
recommended that the unemployment ser-
vices be merged with the labor department -
n suggesilon that was enthuslastically emb-
raced by the government,

And bearing in mind whal Cullen has just
sajd nbout erenting a new positive image, it's
Interesting to see whal the 1984 Labor
Minister, Allan MacEachen, said at that time
about the merger: "The primary reason for
this tronsfer is {o develop an integrate

approach to implementing manpower policy
and programs in Cannda, and to correct the
negatlve image from which the employment
service suffers in the public mind from Its
close associatlon with the payment of beneflts

lo the unemployed.™
IMDN'T LAST -

Less than lwo yeors later, the Pearson

government was again lecking at the Unem-
ployment Insurance Commisslon as It pre-
pared legislation for a broad reorganization
of government services. And It was declded™
that things ceuld be streamlined 1f UIC jolned
forces with the iledging department of
manpower, which would alse take over
cltizenship.

As Pearson told the Commeoens: “This
legislation, if the House accepts It. . .will
contribule te the more efficlent aperation of
goveenment and . . .will enable the country
itself, I hope, lo deal more offectively with the
complex and changing problems of our
nallonal llfe."

[t didn't work that way. There were
monumental disputes between officials of the
UIC ond genlor pubile servants [n the
manpower department and the government
decided, in 1967, that things could be stream-
lined by separating the two warting partners.
Naw alter o decade of divoree, it's npparently
time for a stireamiining remarriage.

We can only wish the couple well - but 1
have this strapge feellng 1 have heard that

belore too, .

Teresa

IS going
to go far
in life

By SUSAN De FACENDIS

If the fine sense of larceny my youngest.

daughter appears to possess is an Indication
ﬁfr the *smarts’, Teresa Is golng to go far in
e.

I have not yct decided whether this knack
for slzing up gainful opportunilies is o
dubious advantage she was born with or if,
being the youngest of three children, she
acquired it in sheer self-defence,

Admittedly she has been on the receiving
end of numerous ‘con' joba rom Richard and
Louisa, a fact that has stopped me from
interferring thus far. If, for instance, one
slice of cake or pizza hoppens to be slightly
smaliler than the rest, Teresa is usually the
one who gets stuck with them. While the poor
child mulls over the slatement “Well, your

stomach is smaller than ours,” the larger

slices have already disappenred.

Teresa however, has several advantages.
As the shortest member In o tall famlly she
views things from an entlrely different
perspective. II any llem has been pushed,
shoved or concealed under a table, chester-
field or bed, Teresa is the most likely person
to diseover them. Add to thls a highly
developed hoarding Instinct and there Is not
very much that escapes her nolice during her
(requent scavenger hunts around Lhe house.

Her brather and sister on the olher hand,
with the exception of a MacDonald's, a Pirza
Hut or a Chicken Villa, can never flad

- anything. Thus the scene I3 set for Teresa to

make them an offer they cannot refuse and 1t
goes something like this -

Enter Louisa, breathless and excited.
"Mom! Can I go to the movies with Susan?""

Mother responds with a perfectly normal
curved ball: “Yes dear, if you have the
money."

“Well, [ have one hour, 1I'll go out and
collect.for my newspaper route, Where's my
collection book?"

There then ensues a deaperate hunt that

- includes the far uninhabited regions of the

house, while Teresa awalls with exquisite
timing for the mement when Louisa ap-
ches breaking point.

“I know where it 1s,”" ahe will eventually
state to her perspiring, harried sister, who
now only has approximately 20 minutes to
scrounge up sorne Joose change. "*Will you
give me a dime?""

*No way, you nerd. Just tell me where (t
i.ﬂu.

“Well, maybe I didn't see {t. 1 just

forgotl."
"OK. O.K. I'll give you a dime, Just tell
me!™
"Will you bring me home some popcormn
from the moviecs too?"

I have no idea what marks Teresa is
going to achlieve in school mathematics but,
at the age of seven, her bank nccount was

. already reached alarming proportions.

Meanwhile, if our Government ¢ould use
a good bargaining table negotialor to settle
the mallmen, the alr controllers, the electric-
jans, Lthe teachers, . Well, | am sure Teresa
would be happy to oblige - for a price of
course,

Looking
through
our files

" THIRTY YEARSAGOD

Youngsters and juveniles have been
delocing and pulling beards {rom the grand-
stand a! Georgelawn Park. Inside the build-
ing o few broken bottles were in evidenco, as
revealed Monday, and editor Walter Blehn
made a plea to everyone (o be more careful
and protect the “town’s finest assets.””

Throtighout Halten County 1,120 young
pheasant cocks and hens have been dist-
ributed by game warden Dudiey Hitchcox
and members of the Hallon mMAN's
Assoclation. Al birds were placed in pens
near farmer's buildings where they may be
walched, in co-operation with a project by the
Ontario Department of Lands and Forests,

A break down in.the high tension feeder
at Toronto left most of Helton County without
hydro power for several hours Sunday
afternoon. Power was off [rom 4 p.m. 1 7:30

Jm,

g TWENTY YEARS AGO

Council Monday donated $500 as the
town's share In a tree trimming program by
whtich the Hydro intends to increase effectiv-
eness of streel Hghting in certaln sections of

town, o
Mayor Armstrong reported that while no

arrangement has been made with Ea%ueﬂ.ug
Township for ambulance service supplied by
the town, he understands that any bili will be
honored by the township council.

The Girls Pipe Band will march In the
Warrior's Day parade ot Lhe Canadian
National Exhibition on Saturday.

TEN YEARS AGO
A barn flre at Allyvialdale Farm, operal-
od by Wilfrid Leslie and Sons en the Towm
Line near Union, caused about $35,000 dam-
age. The flre broke out suddenly about 8;15
a.m. while the 63-herd of caltle was belng
milked. Mr. Leslic and sons Tom and Keith
and employee Ray Beckeit, were able lo
Ihe entire herd to safely. The barn
and an adjoining milk house were completety
destroyed, nlong with the season's crop of hay
and straw, 8 wagon, hammermill and feed
mixers,

In Belleville, Georgetown i3 rated as a
clty. A Belleville resident asked counci! to
send him a cenlennlal medallion G:gmlm
had minlted. However, no such m on is
in existence,

g B, W B W g 1_“*1,.‘1'._--"'-"--‘ Wy Iy =m, W T

T 1

G S

Bttt e i S




