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Playground fun  ; W

down o metal slide in the playground, Bul to lock at the

A¢cordlng to these children, It Is more fun lo slide down a faces of these kids, you'd never know It by luoking,

slide you've made yoursell out of some old bleacher seals
onafort pear Joseph Gibbons Public School than fi Ls to Ko
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for downtown Acton
has merchants agog|

Towis UF bty BILE
pruesrfiong LETOLS

Approach to the downtown core

Two day symposium
on downtown cores
slated for Nov. 1,2

A two-day symposium on the
problems and potential of
downtown coret in medium
and smalier cities will be held
in Toronto, November 1 and 2,
Housing Minister John Rhodes
has announced,

The symposium, called
“New Directiona: A sympos-
jum on Downtown Cores,"” will
be held at Toronio's Royal
York Hotel.

Detalls of the program are
now belng [inalized with the
asalatance of a steering com-
mittee conslsting of municipal
and professional associations.

They Include: The University
of Western Onlario, the A=sog-
jation of Municlpalitles of Ont-
ario, the Canadlan Assoclailon
of Housing and Renewal Offle-
tals, Rycrson Pelylechnical
Institute, the Orgonlzation of
Small Urban Nunlcipalities,
the Onlarlo Assoclalion of
Planners and the Provincial-
Municipal Liaison Commiltee.

Rhodes said thal the number
of participating ogencies ref-
lects the exient of Interest ond
concern about downlown cores
in the non-metropelitan cent-
res In Ontarlo.

*It Is our intentlon to provide
the publle, buainessmen, and

municipal officials and leaders
with o broad specirum ’of
useful Infermation on subjects
ranging from administrative
issues, to potential fachllties
ond services in downtown
arcas,” he said. :

Intormation on the ;jympm—
jum will be forwarded to all

" municipallties and !nterested

poarties within the next few

weeks. Hegistrotion will be

open lo the publlc and the

am will emphasize the

and concerns of the

municipalities, . retailers and
devewpers.

. A qulet corner

By GEORGE EVASHUK
Herald staff writer

Merchanls and businesamen
in downtown Acton are this
weck pouring over dralt plans
of what their Business Im-
provement Area (BIA) may
look like starling as soon as
nexl spring.

The plans and skeiches for
the BIA, encompassing about
75 establishmenls, were un-
veiled last week by the BIA
board of managemen! who are
awaiting feedback from the
businessmen.

The merchants are lo have
their suggestlons, observa-
tions, and beels, If any, back
by Friday to allow a final draft
plan te come before the public
al the end of Seplember,

“Without exception the peo-

"ple say the report lz excel-
lent,” sald Henry Stachrys
chairman of the board of man-
agement, in an interview.

He added, however, Lhat a
few merchants,. as might be
expected, have some doubls os
to ihe feasibility and practl-
callty of the proposals. Some
merchants fecl (hal vandallsm
might increase and others are
worried about technical as-
pects of the proposal, he gald.

“Some af course say it will

work someplace else, but it

won't work [n Acton,” he sald,

The 32 page COvErs
the areas of role, Ltheme, park-
ing, traffle, streetgcaping,
building improvement, special
{eatures and special projects,
It notes that “there 13 a full
complement of casentlal goods
and services avajlable within
downtown Acton a siluation
which is unigue even In rela-
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tion to downtowns of a much
tnqz_er scale,

“Also unlque, and agaln Ly-
+ pical of a heallthy commercial
cenire, Is the foct that the
commercial vacany rale and
the vacany rata in upper sio-
ries {78 per cent of which are
resldential} are both ap-
proaching zero,’" the report
Eones on to say,

It notes, too, that “'the retall
floor space within downtown
Acton is adequale, if not some-
what excessive for the current

pulation.” It suggeats that
as Acton's growth in the next
five years - the span of the
proposal - wiil be Umited o
aonother 800 persons, roning
changes be made™ ... to limll

. the opportunity for commer-
cial expansion and to consoll-
date commercial development
onto the princlpal commencial
sireets,”

The report sayz po rapld
growth is to occur arcund
Actan until alter 1881 when a
shopping plaza may develop,
offering more competition.
"“The ‘'breathing space’ be-
tween now and Lhe develop-
ment of a suburban I’ncili:ﬁ
provides downtown Aclon wi
the opportunily for improve
ment that many downlowns
have not enjoyed.'”

The reports suggest that
even though the downtown has
an ad te mix of goods and
services lo offer the commu-
nity,” ..I[ it is to atlroct &
great portion of the local com-
parison ﬁhﬂgging doflar, the
retail mix should be adjusted
over lime to afford wider
variety In selected goods.

It notes the sucecess of small
towns with themes - Stratford
and Niagara-on-the-Lake with
theatre, Shelburne and Carlyle
wilh music festivals, Elora
with crafls and Baden with’
checse — and suggests that
Acton adopt & |ealher Lbeme
and betome known as “Tho
Leather Town" with appro-
priale promotion and apnunl
evenls,

The three major leather-
companies in Acton, which
employ about 575 persons, ex-

interest and support in
the iden, the report says, A
committee of the board of
management 13 expected to

Investigate thepossibility.

Porking has long been a
problem for the merchanta in
downtown Acton and the re-
port mokes seven recommen-
dations in that area, among

l“.qurn lo increase the amount
0

[ parking, instnl] parking me-
tres insome lots, hire an bylaw
enforcement offlce jointly with
Geargetlown to enforee metred
parking and have downlown
employees park further awny.

But even though the parking
in downtown Aclon *'is per-
celved to be the fundamental
problem', the report notes
that in comparison with Elx
other town, *'...Aclon has ade-
quate parking facllitics.™

As for streetscoping, the
report has o number of sugges-
tions ranging from sidewnlk
projections, much like what
Georgetown will have in lta

.BIA, to trees and sireet furnd-

fure, Neither the Halion Hills

engineering department more
the Ministry of Transportation
and Communication have ma-

el
+ []
i+

jor objections 1o sidewalk pro-
jections, the report says.

The report recammends that
the board of management un-
dertake a building improve-
ment program to restore build-
Ings where possible, coordl-
nate upper and lower slores,
coordinate facads along the
length of Mill Street, add color |
and prohibit overhanging
signs, A canopy exiending &-
long the street would upify it
and provide a degree of clim-
ate control.

The rcport recogrilzes (hat
Acton’s Towp Hall is a promi-
nent feature of the downtown
and that a group is working to
restore the structure. It sug-
gests that the structure be
used as a community centre, &
meeling facility for local
groups, including the BIA and
Downlown Buslness Associa-
tlon, or as an information
centre operated by the Cham-
ber of Commerce,

Vibrant lown cenlres were
once {ypificd by a f{armers
market, the report notes, In
1972 a farmers market was
operated on Willow Street be-
iween Main Street and Chureh
Streel by youths with an Op-
poriunitles for Youth Grant
with a high degree of acoept-
ance, the rcpart says and
suggests that the Acton mer-
chants organize {Ei. '

Implementing pmgm.ah
of lhl; plan, modified Lhough
they moy be, has a five year
time limit, Mr. Strachrya told
The Herlad and has a celling
price of $100,000. ‘‘There is,
very little negative comment
s o cost,'”” he reported of tha

merchant's initial reactions,
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A pleasant place to shop or stroll




