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The group above takes & breather from roller
skating to pul up their feet, .In the group are Dave
Matthews, Karen Weatherall, Martin Swinkls and Rob

Sanford.

Lei's go Lhis way.

More pictures on page 16
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GVAS seeks volunteers

Iy GEORGE EVASIHUK
Herald stgll writer

A few years oago ‘when
Georgetown was much smaller
and no one had ever heard the
name Hallon Hills, there were
over 100 men on the roster of
lhe Georgetown Volunteer
Ambulance Service (GVAS),

Today, as the town stands on _

the brink of a population ex-
ploslon, which will begln when
some pollticlan pulls the plug
" or hita the switch to gel.the
expanded sewage trcatment
plant going tn the fall, that
roaler |s down lo 48 and the
GVAS has o  discreet
recrultment program un-
derway.

“*“How's It been?"” The
Herald asked John Lightowler,
gecretary of the 20-year-old
service. The GVAS are
especlally desireous of
recrult shift workers who
could be on duty days, Men-
days to Fridaye. “"Gol any
tokera?"’

Lightowler sank a little

deeper Into the couch i the
comfortable basemenl of the
GVAS’s new home, the old fire
station at Chapel Street ond
Guelph Street, He polnted
ncroes to a reclining rocker
where 18-year-old John
Buchanan relaxed.

Buchanan, a recruit with alx
days service under his belt,
wos riding th''d man that
night with Doug Herrlnglon, n
20-year-veteran, and Paul
Bennett. In a doy or two, or
perhaps that very night i
there was a call, he would
suddenly be given the nod o go
ahead while one of the other
two stepped back into Lhird
man, a "brutal intreductlon
perhaps,”” Lightowler said
later, but certalnly one for
which Buchanan or any
volunteer has been prepared,

Buchannn sald ke had been
to a couple of accidents where
he watched the GVAS in ac-
lion. He got Lnterested and
knowing the deputy chlef, Erie
Stene was enough to tip the

scales. He had his application
in on his eighteenth birthday.
In his first aix turns at duty, he

weant an alx rons

To become o member of the
service, Buchanan, or any
volunteer for that matler,
needs Lo hold or acqulre by the
end of this year a Claas F
driving permlt, Lightowler
said. He's also got to have a
firat aid certiflcate bul Il he
hasn't the GVAS have guall-
fied instructors

But those are just Llhe
preliminaries. What'a alsc
needed, Lightowler said, “ls
enthusiasm.” A  strong
stomach helps, he added, then
laughed, *‘but not realiy.”
Your mental statc, which
under ordinary circumatences
might be shocked or horrified
st an accident scene, “‘lurns
off'*, he said. “It becomes o
job. You gota Job to do and you
do it."

“The messy things are few
and far between,'" he said, and
are "overrated.”

John Buchanan, who has been a member of the Georgetown Voiuntcer Ambulance Bervice,
for only two weeks, washes down an ambulanee, Both the ambulances have an extensive chieckiist
the volunteers follow at the beglaning of each 12 hour shift.

It Is also good to bhe an up-
standing citizen but the most
important thing to have is the
ability lo be calm, to think
before .you do, he said. All
that's nceded 1o be able to
work when your adrenalin is
Roing full bell..and you get a
little tight.™

Rother than exciling.
Lightowler deseribed ihe
feellng under pressure as
“guite frightening,” mostly
fear of the unknown as the
ambulance approoches the
scene, ''..but a8 800n 038 you sCe
it-ll clicks~as il someone hud
turned on a swit¢h, You wark
automatically. You don't get
involved in anything else going
around."

The volunteer, be he driver
or nitendant, and the roles are
reversible, has total con-
centration on the job at hand-
trying to get the vital slgns of
respiration, pulse wund blood
preasure, all golng before the
run to a hospital anywhereln o

so-mile radius. I there is nny |
blood loss, the rate and volum¢”

ol loes Is noted for the doctnr 4
Informatlon. “The moere you
can tell him," Lightowler snjd,
*the belter."

Oftentimes, it is quile o
chare to get an injured person
to the ombulance for the
hospital trip, especially it they
are at the boltom of » ravine,
irupped in o car or in the
penthouse of a high-rise, and
that's why volunteers necd to
be fomlliar with the asyori-
ment of crowbars, (ire axes,
choins, ropes and poriable
resuscilatlon eyuipment in the
ambulance,

Lapghtowler toek the o ciasion
to enter o little plea from
ambulanee atiendants to the
huthlers of houses snd apurt-
ments  with clevidors, Some
new howses have doors which
are nod wide cnough to admit o
sireacher, he sad, and nearly
all elevators are nol roomy
enouph to tike a sireteher full
lepgeth, T they were, it eould

mean the dhillerenee between a
two-rsnute Irip to the lobby
via the elevalor or 30 minutes
dow the stinrs and arouad the
LBistinisters on e corners, he
st

In 1a7e, the GYAS responded
o 7a5 cabls, an average of
aboul two i dayv. They carried
patients on G el Those calis, If
they are at the smbulanee hall,
they bave comfertable quart
ers including o couple of bunks
where a shalt worker could
cateh 40 winks if the house is
toer noday willh the kids-and
thoerr pagers are plogged In
charpig.

ITit"s nosbvw nighl, ey tnke
there pagers hone with them
and leave Them by the bhed and
if il peses off, they Il drive to the
Badl snd take off from there

The sceupitions of volunicer
amibulanee attendants  in-
cludes real eslate agents,
gierape mechanics,  nc-
counbtimts, factory  workers,
fire [ighters. machinists,
enpineers, aiccraft workers,
munrketing  sprejalists  and
clerpy men.  Lightowler s
hapimy: that merchants will let
tuir clerks goin the middle of
a day as maesl rund bast oot
ury hour el if not the eberks

than the merchants them-

svlves, like it used to be years
IR

(e calegary ol person wlio
hits bBeen overlooked is women
and there is nothing to bar
housewives or urses or any
wther wmmen from  belng
ombulance attendants,
Lightowler sald.

At least ope woman hos
served -as an ambulance nt-
tendant.

e apreed thal  having
wolmen apply wanll "certainly
Do oo s of the times,
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By George Evashuk

Tothe uninitiated there's not
much difference between rol-
ler skating and skate boards
olher than they stand on skale-
banrds while there i3 a roller
skate on each feot, o kind of
mini-skateboard, if you like.

But differences there are
undd the major one is that reller
skaling nowadays takes place
in o relle: cink where young
leens mect ond hold hands
while the loed musin makes
conversation impossible, Any
paved hill in Haltan Hils, and
there are plenty, s all right for
skaleboards.

Ta scttle the burning ques-
tion - ""Which is betler. rolier
skating or skateboard™, The
Herald visiled Georgetown -
Memorial Arena where there
is roller skaling three nights
werkly.

“Skate boarding is more
{fun,” said Gary Slavin, 10, If
that’s how he [eels, then how
came he's on roller sakles?
“Just to tey it", he replied,
“hut I don't like it."’

And despite being sur-
rounded by scores of roller
skates, there were a surprising
number whe agreed wilth
Gary.

Dave Matthews, 15, likes
skale boards betler, “because
it's more fun", he said. *You
don't have to go to an arena.*’

Fourteen-year-old Martin
Swinkls also prelers skate-
boarding because “you ¢an do
fricks.””

“Skaieboording is belter be-
cause it's easier,” said Hob
Sanford, 14, "You don't have to
put them (roller saktes} enand
it's easier to stop."”

But predictably, there were
many who preferred roller
skating like Jodie MceQuarric,
17, who has been roller skaling
since age 12,

"We all come cvery week,”
she told The Herald, However,
Jodi added that she hasn't
really tried skute boarding,
“bul for kids, it's the only [hing
they have,” -

Karen Weatherall, 14, safd,
“Holler skating is Lthe best. I
dun't even know how (o skate
board,™

Seleing Aldham thinks rol-
fer skating is better because
*it's a lot more fun', as dees

Teri Ferris, 17, who prefers.

roller skating, “because I'm
better at roller skating than ot
skate boarding.'"

Sonja and Christa Pettinghl
comne lo the roller rink because
there [s no place near thelr
hsuse in the couniry fo roller
skale or skateboard. Holler
skating s “‘easier,” said
Christa. ller sister Sonja ob-
served that skate boarding is
“mostly for the little guys, 10
or 12, They've got lo try
something.” Bul, Sonia con-
cluded, “skateboarding takes
maore talent.””

Ioug Herringlon, who hug been o volunteer on the ambulance gervice alnce it stur, !
1957, checks oul the inter..s of p~ ambulonee.




