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Buckrells of Ballinafad
get record price for lamb

By GRORGE EVASHUK

Unllke Mary of the nursery
rbyme who had a little lamb
that followed her everywhere
the Buckrells of BHallinafad
have 250 and one of them
recently feiched a Canadian
record price of $1,000.

The lamb, a Dorset ram

druplet, had an average
ily grin of .84 pounds per
day. It set the Canadian record
July 23 at the Fifth
Ontario Station Tested Ram
and Ewe sale in Erin when |t
was purchased by Mac-Mar
Farms Ltd., Beaverton, Ont-
ario’s largest commercial
sheep operation.,

And ever since the ram was
sold (for breeding), says Nan-
¢y Buckrell, Lhe phone at their
100 gere farm hasn'l st
ringing with inquiries from all
over Omlario, - Quebec and
some from New York asking if
there are any more.

“We were quite thrilled’
she said and the record price
“was totally un>xpected.”

The Buckrells only began
shecp farming two years ago
when Lhey moved Lo their
present farm from a five acre
“hobby farm" near Stewart-
town where they had pbout
four horses,

Called Loch Lane Sheep, the
farm is still “in growing
pains” Mrs. Buckrell sald in
an interview. And they just
aren’t ready to handle the
gmount of business the record
sale has generated.

It started as a hobby farm
with 20 ewes afler they had
moved to Ballinafad to have
more room for their horses.
Now it looks like the horse may
have to go to make room for
the sheep, Mrs, Buckrell told
The Herald. They have 120
ewes and lMgure the flock will
stop at 154.

Brian Buckrell is a veteri-
narian and he researched the
breeds, Mrs. Buckrell said, lo
come up with a NDaorsel because
they breed year around, and
with Finlandias, which are
prelific.

In addition to the two pure-
bred flocks, they are also
crossbreeding,. hoping to pro-
tduce a commercial ewe, Sheep
farming is a *'unique industry™
where everyone is doing some-
thing different,’” Mrs. Buckrell
satd.

Loch Lane Sheep is a “[a-
mily effort in which their three
children-Lorne 8, Lorraine 7
and Graham 4, “'Lhe real far-
mer"”—ail pitch in with the
chares, she sald.
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Not only is the grass greener on the other
slde of the fence, but also, as iz the case

above, in Lthe centre of the feeder where o

And without Grandma and
Grandpa (Dr. Buckrell's pa
renls) we cauldn't do it

Nevertheless, the farm s Y'a
lot of hard work' and "de-
manding,” she sald. “We start
al six and finish at ten at night
as a ruje.”

Mrs, Buckrell believes that
sheep farmin is an ideal way
for people from the cily to
make a successful transltion to
farm life. Their own success in
anly twn years has meant that
many groups of farmers visit

their farm on woekends Lo ses

and discuss their program.
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Thit move to the country
irom the clty-they formerly
lived in Georgelown-also has
made the children more sell
sufficient,” she gald,

“Dur whale lile has changed
sinceé we've come here,” she
said, seated In her large farm
kitchen while Graham put-
tered around making Jello and
trying to convince his mother
to play chess. “We've become
farmers.””

Bul farming sheep is not

without hazards and the worst,
;;1: sald, "are the dogs.

ro's something with dogs
and sheep,” she added but in

f

Finnsheep got s head sluck. Nancy Buckrell
helps the hapless sheep get unstuck.

thelr area, they have not had
the problem. Laslt winter a
timber - woll, “bold gs brasa",
came to the farm twice to look
over tho sheep ln the barns but
was chased away.

The Buckrells have a Kelpie,
an Australion sheep dog, but so
far it is alraid of the sheep.

Each of the children gets o
lamb on hls or her birthday.

The family have discovered
that they have one thing In
commen with other sheep far-
mers, Mrs. Buckrell said, "If
you really like sheep, you
really like sheep.”

By KAREN WARD
Herald staff wriler

Figures "representing chliid
abuse cascs in Hallon
by the Children's Ald Soclety
in a provincla]l] memorandum
arc not accurate, Ron Coup-
lond, executive director of Hal-
ton's Chlldren's Ald Soclety
sald Friday.

In 1976, 11 cases were re-
ported, six in 1575 and five
cases in 1974, but these figures
are low, he sald, because
persons are afrald to report
child abuse cases, Doclors fecl
that if they report the case and
CAS enters into Lthe sl{uallon
but i’nﬁc:s 'LEE case, the doctors
wonder whal happens to the
children.

A coronmer’s jury listed 80
recommendatlos to be consid-
ered by government depart-
menlts and social service agen-
cies [lollowing o five week
inguest inte the death o
month-old Vicky Ellis, In Tor-
onto.

1t was found that Vicky Ellis,
who was put Into her parent’s
care by the family court three
woeeks before her death last
March, died of natural causes.
But the court clted improper
feeding by her parents and
possible errors in judgment by
social workers o3 contributlng
factors. Vicky was the third
child of Debarah Ellis to die
under unusual circumatances.

Mr. Coupland agrees with
the jury's recommendations
centered on tighter control of
child abuse and sald 5 central
registry of cases would result
in mnore accurate [Igures.

He said the concept of child
abuse teams is o sound dect-
sion pnd should consist of
doctors who would be able to
make medical recommenda-
tions on any given c¢ircum-
slance.

The jury recommended the
CAS [iling system be reviewed
by experis to make it more
efficient and accessible. This
represents “a nightmare™ for
Mr. Coupland, |

“The [lling system of (he
CAS is not perfect and repre-
senls o4 weakness [n the so-
ciety"’, he said, "but the public
has to reallze soclal workers
are not hired fer (helr ability to
fill out a perfect report.

Social workers are hired
for their ability to deal with
human distress and a good
talker is not always a good
writer.'"

| Excuse Us While We
, RENOVATE!

The publle is constantly

complaining of the CAS ex-

and if the society had to

lre expert wrlilers to file

reports, costs would sky
rockets, he added, .

An excellent recommenda-
tion Mr. Coupland agreed with
is the CAS be given access (o
all maleria! in files of hospi-
tals, pollee, mental Inslbtations
and courts without the consent
of the parent of guardian but
subject to judicial contrnl,

Il parentol permission is
refused now, the CAS has to
re-create o situalion, which ia
almoat impoasible to do, he
sald,

Alse he agreed whole-
heartedly with the recommen-
dallon for unlimited scope for
cross-examination of wit-
nesses at family courl hear.
ings.

Mr. Coupland said 25 ycars
of experience in clinical family

«-work has shown him lawyers

feel that when the ritunl of
court has finlshed, the case is
complete, But, that he =aid, s

where the CAS sleps in and

continues dealing with human
experiences.

He agrees with the recom-
mendation that only psychin-
trists make psychialric ns-
scssments of families or Indivl-
duals {or purposes of famlly
court custody hearings, il the
law would accept soctal work
ns a profession and accept a
goctal worker's assessment of
famtilies or individunls as a
scparate assessment. He ad-
ded that the expense and time
Involved to hire o peychlatrist
to do a rate nssessment
will have to be accounted for,

A paychiatrist questions
whelher a peryon |s slck ond
trealable whereas a soclal
worker questions whether n

is immature and can’
cope with the ekills of dealing
with life’s problems, he said.
'"*The court can’t make up Its
mind which deci=ion it wants
to deal with.”

"“Social workers are being
placed In a rol= of social
control,"” he said, "and an
interesting phenomenon is de-
veloping of what society wanls
Irom social workers.”

Children (n care of the CAS
as of Juns 30, 1977, total 189,
157 of which were born in
Hzlton. There are 95 children
In foster homes, 19 in paid
tnstltutions and lour In psych-
latric facilities.
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UMMER §
SALE
CONTINUES

WE'RE STILL OPEN FOR
BUSINESS. TAKE YOUR CHANCE
AND PICK UP GREAT SAVINGS ON
ALL PRESENT STOCK.,

“LOOK OUT” FOR THE WORKMEN
BUT “PICK UP THE TREMENDOUS
BARGAINS",
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ON
MEN'S WEAR
LADIES’ WEAR |
CHILDREN'S WEAR|

EXTRA SPECIAL!!

TEN TO CHOOSE FROM

KROEHLER & SKLAR
2 PIECE

ONE ONLY!!
KROEHLER 2 PIECE

LIVING SUITES SOFA-BED SET
o $499%8 |« 339998

YOUR
All Sches Final — AN Floor Somples As s — Ho Refunds or Exchanges — Fres Delivary (10 Mile Rodius)

Regq. up

fo $899.95
CHOICE

Terms:
CASH
tllllﬁ!l or

- FNANCMG
AYAILABLE

95 Main St.,

Downtown G( )llgL‘( )

MOUSENTLD ._ _
For Cernerons L aving

FUREIS I G

Georgetown
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