A TRIP TO CJ 77 BY LOCAL VENTURERS

1,000 miles of water and fun

By MAGGIE HANNAT
iHerald stall writer

The first Georgelown Ven-
\urer canoe trip to Prince
Edward Island ts over but the
stories won't all be told for
days and days.

The Powell home on Aire
daole Court was busy when The
Herald ¢alled on Venturer ad-
visor Howard Powell to hear
how their Ilrip had gone. 1t
s¢0ms & great number of
Georgetown residents are as
curious as our reporler.

‘Financially they are in good
shape, Howard says, Although
he has not finished totalling
bills he cxpects them to be in
the red by about $100, The trip
co5t over $7,000. .

The enly disappointment Lhe
boys expressed was with the
lack of support from the CJ 'T7
officinls at Cnbot Provinclal
Park. They were not oflicially
recognized, and the plague
presentation lo the mayor of
Georgetown, P.E.L., had lo be
made back stage so as not to
Interrupt the well-regulated
pregram set up to open the
Jamboree on July 6.

Howard peints out that they
were merely guests, not re-
gislered delegates and so
they weren't entitled {o much
fuss.

It may have been a great
experience and o lot of fun as
wetl 83 work but the [irst
Georgetown Venturers all give
credit to the man who led
them.

“We cauld have been in big
trouble if Howie wasn't so good
at reading waler and weather
signs," Brian Hastings said.

“One day we were paddling
alopg really enjoying our-
selves. The water was good
and evervihing seemed to be
right for us. Howie told us o
get ashore in a hurry. We were
mad at him but we hardly got
to land before the storm hit, It
. was a bad onc with lightning
end all. It would have been

really serious if we'd been
caught en the water.”

The Venturers left Kingston
on June 18. When they stopped
for {the night at the Thousand
Islands they found Walter Dii-
paine and the Callaghan fam-
tly wailing for them They had
brought boys to Kingston for
the departure on Saturday,
then decided to see how things
were going before they headed
back to Georgelown. Since it
was raining and all the canoe-
ists- were soaking wet, the
parents ook everyone's
clothes to the laundromat and
dricd them out for a fresh start
Monday.

. The second anight the Ven-
furers made comp at Ogdens-
burg on the American side of
the river. The peolice came
along to check that they had
everylhing they needed and
stayed long enough to swap
some scouting badges and give
Howard an American flag. One
of the officers turned out to be
an American Scout leader and
invited the entlre greoup to an
American jamboree laler in
the year, When the boys [irst
saw the police approaching
they were nervous, Howard
says, because they expected to
be In trouble for not geoing
through customs. What the
paddlers hadn't realized was
that Rob Heaton haed taken the
van carrying all their eguip-
ment through customs and the
auihorities knew {o expect
them later in the day.

They didn't hit blg waves
unttl they reached Valleyfield,
Quebec. There are special
locks there for pleasure craflt,
Howard says, and they tried to
use them. All the way down
threugh the canal they could
hear the guthorities yelling for
Lthe Venlurers to start. Then
auddenly as they got almost to
the Jocks someone came run-
ning down to the edge aof the
canal and yelled that they
couldn't go through. Apparent-
Iy only motorized cralt with a
minlmum weight can use the
locks and the Venlurer canoes
didn't meet the requirementa,

Back they went to the atart
of the canal and Howard went
to meet the lockmmaster. Alter
filling out special forms re-
guesting assislance they were
helped to portnge around the
locks,

when they reached Montreal
they comped at the base of the
Lachine raplds and everycne
went into town for supper and
a quick look around.

That was the day they had
rocks thrown at them, Brian
Haostings says. The incident
occurred as they were passing
through the reservation just
west af Montreal.

Three Indlan beys about 10
yecara of nge began throwing
rocks almogt the size of tea-
cups at the canocelsts. The boys
followed them for aboul a
hundred [eet along the river
heaving the rocks but po gne

was hurt altheugh there were
some “near milsses’, Brign
admits. .

No one in the group can
account for the youngslers
actions, "‘unless they dida't
llke us In canoes' someone
guipped. A sign saying Indian
Reserve Only - no oulsiders

had been spray painted on o -

rock wall beside the river, they
sald.

From Lislcoux, Quebee, the
canoers paddled 52 miles to
Three Rivers in one day, They
stoped at Vercheres: and
lunched at the monement e-
recied to Madelaine Ver-
cheres, a French girl who held
a fort against the Iroquais for
cight days with only ler lwo
young brothers and & handful
of old men to help her. They
first noticed the tide at Three
Rivers, :

The next day they found the
current was good and the lide
was right and they were able Lo,
make 60 miles and spend Lhe
night at Quebee City. Uplo this
point they had travelied al
least 35 miles each day.

The day they lefl Quebec city
they slarted hitting big waves.
It was windy and celd and they
were forced to stop after enly
making 25 miles. Since their
van driver had been told to
make for St. Michael-de-
Bellechase which was some
distance further down river
they sent Marty Boyle and
Tom Hastlngs (o hitchhike a-
head and find him. He came
back and toak them to where
the camp was set up. Then in
the morning he brough! them
back to the beached canoes
and they headed on again,

That was their first day of
really rough water, Howard
says, and grins. He found out
afterwards that the boys in the
olher canoe were all saying,
“Henourable Howie, sir, are
you out of your cotten plekin’
mind?'* becouse they thought
the river was 1oo rough 1o
travel on.

The Venturers lost two of
their crew at Village de Aul-
nafes. Jasper Megelink and
Kevin Baxter had to turn back
in order to be home in time for
their summer jobs as Junjor
Forcst Rangers in Northern
Ontario. They came back by
train on June 27,

It was sunny and warm and
there was no wind that day so
ihe canocists made 51 miles to
Rivere de Loup. They nlso saw

rpoises which they mistook

or whales that day. Howard
says they came a little closer
than he liked to the eances and
they were “big.”

The following day was very
windy and cold and they had to
stop 17 miles short of camp.

The weather the next day
was oven warse, Rob brought
them back to thelr beached
canocs and took off to set up
the evening's camnsile at
Mount Jelie, When the Ven-
wrers struggled ou! of the
water 2% hours later they _had
only gone five miles, The river
was pbout 30 miles wide and
the banks were 25 1o 30 [ecl
high rock walls at this point 50
they walked along the shore
until they found a road golng
gut. Once agaln they sent oul
their hitchhikers to find their
van driver bul this time they
weren't so lucky. They wound
up sleeping on the rocks that
night, eating the peanuts and
raisins they had in the canoes
as emergency rations and do-
ing without sleeping bags or
tents. Seme boys who had been
sent to look for a store found
the van driver and spent the
night in relative comfort but
the ones specifically locking
for him never saw him at all.

Tom and Brian Hastings and
Laurence Eutenier found o
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sheltered crevice, built them-
selves o lire, and gol guite
comfortable for the night.
Then about 2 o.m. the tide
came in and they had to
scramble for higher ground,

Despite the cold ond misery
the boys discovered an old,
handeralted axe and rurvey
stakes buried in the cave they
sheltered in and are now proud
of the souvenir they have to
show for thelr bad night on the
river bank near St Simon.

In the morning they sel out
apnin and went 12 miles to
where their campsile was
located ot Baie due HaHa to
pick up the rest of their crew.
Howard says il was difficult
halancing the canors because
they had enly four people in
each instead of the usual six.

Fram there they continued
to St Flavie, a distance of 36
miles, where they took the
canoes oul of the waler to
pertago across Gaspe.

Since that was July 1 ond the
leaders wanted the boys to
colebrate Connda’s birthday,
Waller Saroka, n Mississauga
Scouter and Howard Powell's
old canoeing buddy, arranged
to provide o steak dipner for
the Venturers. He gaove
Howard the money 1o buy the
supplies but laid down some
conditions. The boys must
wear ties. They must sing O
Canada. And they must have
Aowers nn their tahle Thae

Tlowers were the preltiest

weeds they could find, Howard
says. The neckties were

everything from a log on a
hunk of rope to a dead lobster
on a siring. () Canada came out
reasonably well. All they were
mizeing it geema, were shicls
Lul then, nobody said they had
lo be oo formal.

Carl Martino and Sam
Atabia of Uakville, who belong
to the Fourth Trafalgar Boy
Scouts, drove down in o von
especially to help the Ven-
turers transport one of the
canovs ocross the Malapedin
Valley. The drive was made on
July 2.

On July 3 they started ncross
Miramichi Bay. They were
half an hour off shore when a
squall struck. The waves were
20 fect high and the wind must
have been 32 to 38 miles per
hour Howard says, bLecause
that is the Besufort scale
reading for the type of waler
condltions they were facing.
By the lime they reached shore
soimie of the boys were so lired
they collapsed.

Monday, July 4 they declded
to change thelr route.
Originally they were (o head
along the coast of the
Maritimes and make o
crossing on lhe ferry at Tor-

mentine. They decided instead
to go 24 miles across the oceun
straight frem St. Thomas to
Prince Edwaid Island. They
canoed from 6:30 a.m. until 9
p.mn. that day.-

A storm camc up very 500n
after they I[eft shore ond
Howard decided to go back and
wait for it Lo let up. When Lthey
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iried the trip agoin an hour
later they were moecting long
rolling waves 20 [eet high but

olthing serious hike the storm
vn Miramichi. Howard admits

he wos warriced when he got out

of sight of land. He had worked
out his readings and altowed 10
degrees for lond drift and
landed right on larget ot Cape
Egmont, PP.E.IL

Carl Martino picked up the

Venturers and transperted the

ranges acress o Malpee Bay
the morning of July 6. Then
they snerely had a short Jaunt
of 10 miles 1o arcrive ot CJ °77
on July 6in time for the ofticial
opening cercmonics complete
with Governor-General Jules
Leger, tae Heutenant-
pgovernors of the four Marltime
provinces, Anne Murray, a
CBC televiston crew, and the
Canodian Armed Forces alr
demanstration team, the
Snowhirds.

‘During the hrenk in the
ceremonies the Venturers

resented o plaque frem
Bntﬂriu io the Mavoer of
Georgetown, P.E.L

Harry MacConnell, the
mayor of Georgelown, P.E.L
presented each boy with a post
card of hia town and a pennant.
He also gave lhem a plague
from his Georgetown to ours.
It was presented to Mayor
Tam Hill

ueorgctown, P.E.1. is a town
of aboul 860 on the castern
shore of the islpnd where the
Cardigan River empties inlo
Cardigan Bay off the Nor-
thumberland Strajt. 1t s &
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Lourist town.

A highlight of the trip was a -

birthday party for Tom
Hastings on July 5. Howard
had the van driver, Rob
Heaton, buy eight chocolate
cakes and hide them in the van
ns o surprise for Tom aolter
thelr evening meal. They even
had cendles, he gnvs

The worse part of the whole
trip was gelling up every
tnorning to {ace wel socks and
snenkers, Howard soays,
allhough he ts glad o point out
thal they hod no accidents
during the whole trip, not even
s0 much as a cut finger.

The 3Ib-year-old Venturer
advisor was borm In Springhill,
hNova Scolia, and arrived in
Ontario in 1959 afler serving
three yeare in the army. He
has been in the scouting
movement aboul ten yeors,
since his son Dale was old
enough lo join the Cubs, Dale
has a twin sister, Deborah,
who alse likes to cange
gllthough "“nol on a long trip
like that,”” Howard has been
canaeing for roughly nine
years but so for he has not
golten his wife Ruth broken in
to being 8 member of his
cenpelng crew.,

“I have friends who tell me
i'm erazy not lo go along on
Iheir tripa,” Ruth chuckles.
“MNat me. I'd rather stay home.
I'm scared lo death in a canoe,
Now they want to make this
teip to Kllarney in the fall and
they want to make it a co-ed
rip sp they want me (o ¥u
along to chaperone the girls."
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Yenturers Dale Powell, Mike Dickson, Dave Lince, Mark Barnert, Todd Becket!, Larence
Eutenler, and Bruce Callaghan, were awarded first ald certiflicales Sunday thal the boys earned
befare thelr esstern canoe trip. The boys were Lreated Lo a free meal al McDonald's Reataurant,
and other comrades who jolned in for the fun were Robert Heatlon and Howard Powell team
advisors. Some of the crew were away on holldays and were unable Lo joln In, Away were Doug
Dupand, Marty Boyle, Dave Nichols, Brion snd Tom Hastings, Kevin Daxter and Jasper
Megalink. Liberal MPP Julian Reed was also presect to congratulate the boys on thelr exclting

trip.
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