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(:lenn Normanaays thai Nying is more than jusl a way of gelling beiween two polnis. Above
is a Thruxioa Jackaroo alrerall that Norman barnstormed acroda the continent with,
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Glenn Norman combines love of flying, writing

By GEORGE EVASHUK
lerald nialf wriler

There's nothing Glenn
Norman would rather do than
soar in the sky above Glen
Williams in hiz own Fokker
Triplane, the aircraft made
famous by Lhe Hed Baron in
World War 1.

And if all goes well some
night in Deccember, the
opening night of an original
mustcal he has writlen, he
should have an entire fleet In
the air ond rival his close
{riend, outhor Richard Bach
who wrote the bestselling
Jonathan Livingston Seagull.

The idea {or the musical was
bhorn three years ago when
Nerman and his iriend
Michelle Goodeve, a dancer,
were on o farm and gelting
involved in all aspecls of
private flylng with tiny air-
craft. At firal it was to be "'a
nice 20 minute club review,™
he told The Herald in an in-
terview, I wish it had stayed
like that."

Arrording to the schedule he
carried in his mind, the cast
will be rehearsed in Novem-
ber, Lthe mulicians in October,
the score arranged in Sep-
termnber while August and July
will be devoled te filming the
flying scenes of the musical
called, of course, Flyer.

The musical, he says, will be
a vehicle for Michelle and it
was his insistence on this plus
the fact that potential backers
waonted 95 per cent of the
prolits that led the pair to raise
the money  themselves,
Michelle took a job seliing
cosmetics, Norman look o job
photoegraphing children and
when they figured they hed
enough to slage the show, they
quit.

Flyer will be a mixed medin
enlertninment and though i
started out three yrears ago as
a kind of history of Tying, it
evolved into showing, Norman
hopes, the spirit of flight. He
says nothing about the story of
Flyer other than a young
woman lcarns about (lying
fram an ald veteran of the art.

Normin's writing coreer
began in 1967, the year he
learned to fly. He wrole 2
lelter lo Richard Bach whao
then was selling storles Lo
aviilion magazines. Bach
replied and invited him te help
el up an airline service in
Virgin Islands. 1t was the first
af a number of adventures with
Hach but It flopped, leaving
Norman to wark his way back
asa baggage chiel when one of
the backers absconded with
the funds.

Norman realized that there
wisi more to fiving than gelting
from paint A to point B and
"hoarded™ his money to buy
his [lirst aircraft, o 1940
Luscombe, for $2,500. In il he
took part in o venture of
Buch’s-to My two streel hippies
across the counlry in
“ragwing’ alrcraft “lo see
what would happen. ™

“"Everybody was stunned by
{he changes,'’ he says. They

: e T 1Y
e 69 miles in feur days,
although that was due to bad
weather, The four eraft barn-
stormed across the conlinent,

lunding at smal towns and

offering rides for three dotlars,
Norman realized there were
alternate woys of living, “You
didn’t need nine to five,” he
S{YH.

At the same time, “Bach
encouraged me Lo slarl
wriling,”” he says. But Nerman
was excited about getling his
own “ragwing biplane' and
finally got one he thinks |s
unijue, » Thruxton Jackaroo.

“1 was walting for Bach (o
come up with an idea,” Nor-
man says, “when suddenly
Janathan Livingston Scagull
begon taking off.” Se Norman
pul together a 3,000 mile air
dash fram Helleville, Ontario
to Vancouver,

Ele got nine takers who paid
the $1.98 entry fee. The 1972
Trans-Conlinental Air Dash, In
which he came last, gol such
iremendous response, Norman
says, that he quit CFTO-TV
and decided lo write full time
fer a living.

The winter of 1972 he
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Glenn Norman adjusis a mavie camera. In the background is a sculplure of a blplane,

pracliced writing while
Michelle kept them alive with
dancing inshows, In the spring
of 1573, however, hie broke the
market In aviation magazines
with the invention of a fictional
character he named Harrisen
Henry Cogle, Then things
started taking off.

Bach called to ask him to be

English im spoken In the most

Interested In a truly dif-
pepular arcas of the city, but

ferent vacation destination?

You're rgﬂdr for Eﬂr“gtna_ a Spﬂﬂiﬂlh“Enﬂ."Eh diﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂl‘j"
Cartagena—the walled city  might be handy for the more
of the Spanish conquistadors, adventurous. The old town

maintnina the aense of & lime
past, with |ts original narrow
twisting strecls, where
history resides in aolmost
every bullding. The ancient
foriifllcations now invite the
visltor's curlosity, a
privilege nol granied the
likes of Francls Drake, who
ottacked tHe town in 1586

Much of Cartagena's
iradition Is reflected In its
cltizens’ pride and thelr
reapect for her past, And you
can now share this rich
heritage, Esxplore the walls
of the old lown, and look out
over the harbour from the
masslve fortress of San
Fellpe, I]un oe Spanish
soldiera did cenluries before.

last defence of the treasure
roules from the South
American |nierior—now
ylelds treasures of quile a
different sort to the traveller
in serch of a unique vacation
experience,

Cartagens is one of the
oldest clties In Lhe Western
Hemlaphere. Founded in
1533 as a lreasure storchouse
for the gold and emeralds of
y conquered Indlan emplre,
artagena’s long history [s
arked by baltica, aleges
and pirate raids.

Nol yet a crowded touriat
Mecca, Cartagena could well
be your vacation discovery.

5 L . L] T

Columbia, South America
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Vigit the Palace of the
Inquisition, bullt in 1770, and
now 4 museum. Or the
church of St. Pedro Claver,
founded In 1603. Or the Popa
Canvent, built high on a lofty
promentory in 1607, atiil
commanding » sweeping 360
degree view of the city and
bay.

A ate’s eye view of
Lnrmﬁgnn 19 azuuunlt to
those who take a boot trip
sivund the harbouer, where
the connon-studded walls of
the fortifications stand, a
passive reminder of Car-
togena's colourful past.

About o mile to the west of
the old town, along the warm
Caribbean. modein wolels
bring twentieth-cenlury
convenlence to four centures
of elegance and tradlitlon.

iI'roaition  resides N
Coartagena's many excellent
restnurants, too, wilth hine

foods from many nations,
that makes dining a relaxing
treat, and remarkably
inexpensive loo,

If you had to choose a
speciallty, it would be the
Ireshly prepared, fresh-
caught seafood, But maybe
vou would prefer the ex-
cellent beef. Whatever you
favour, be sure to cap your
meal with world-famaous
Colombinn coflee.

Colombin is known for gold
and emerald jewelry, lealher
goods and native arts and
crofis—bolh meodern and
pre-Colombian, Cortagena, °
wilh it open markel and
many shops, ia a bargaln-
hunter's paradise.

Cartagena lives by the sea,

Boats of all types and slzes
are ovallable on n rental
basais.

Take an excurslon and
enfoy a day of snorkeling,

T g

Hanlﬁthn!tlnn
de] Pastelillo Forl

scubs diving, even exploring
sunken galleons. Or just
swim or lie on the beach,
right outside your hotel.

The nightlife of Cartgena
proceeds at n pace somewhal
less hectic than that of more
crowded resort nrens. Bul
It's a pace that has ils own
enchantment., The hotels
effer might clubs, o casino
and discos fenturing the
infectipus  Latln-Amcrican
heat. For relaxation at a
slower clip, there are (he
horse-drawn carrtages (o
tuke you through the town In
the manner e¢njoyed by
Cortagena's  nineteenth-
entury Spanlsh residents.
Hoppily situated,
overlooking the warm
Caribbean, the old, walled
city of Cartagena hos been
awalling vour pleasure,
whatever your pleasure, for
over 400 years.
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in a mavie, Nothing by Chance. -
tdown
because it meant geltng a
commereial flying licence and
he feared “losing sight of the

MNorman turned him

Little guy."

The

same  week

Holidays by

Wardair

CARTAGENA

Columbia, South America
HOTEL CAPILLA DELMAR

HOTEL NAME

CAPILLA DEL MAR

HOTEL NIGHTS

7

MEAL PLAN

Full Breakiasi

DEPARTURE DATES:

Nov. 9 (for 10* nights only)

$469°

Nov. 19, 26, Dec. 3

$399

Dec. 10 (for 11+ nighls only)

34&9- L)

Prices Per Person, based on daubla accupancy, in Canadian datlats,

TYLER TRAVEL
ACTON

853-1553
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the
manufacturers of Belvedere
cigaretles approached him to

pilat & Gypay moth biplane oy,

underway, Bach called back to
say he had rewritien the
script. Norman hopped a jet to
the American midwest and
shortly after his scenes were
shot, returned to Moocse Jaw,
-Saskalchewan to rescue his
own aircraflt which was losing
its engine.

- He loat the third engine over
Sydney, Nava Scolin, while he
had as a passenger a _vice-
president of Canadian Pavifie
Hotels. Pleces of the engine
started {lying off and Norman
vowed there and then nol to fly
il anymore if it landed =alely
on the ground. The engine quit
completely on the last
thousand fect and he glided it
down. Soon after, becouse he
wios more interested in
promoting flying and safety,
he and Belvedere came Lo 4
parling of the ways.

. Without an alrcrait, Norman
decided o buy a hang-glider
but the flights were limited to
about 30 seconds with a 30
minule climb back up the hill.
“It’s not good unless you live in
B.C." However, he became
“obsessed’’  with the Scar.-
borough Bluffs and one day
when the wind was right made
the jump. A CITY Television
reporter, who was jogging on
the beach, saw the flight and
persuaded him to jump four
more times for the caomeras
which resulted in the feature
The Incredible Birdman of the
Blufis. -

Norman Lhen moved lo b
form near Eden Mills where
television actor Paul Soles,

3 another antigue ajrcraft buff,

e » : had put in on airstrip. Far two

v years, Lhe group living there

laught themselves perobalics,

cleaned and overhauled their
aircraft ond coached people in
the art of flying, and it was
there that the idea for the
musical was borm.
Come  what

a promotion and upen learning
of his experience pulting toget-
her the air dash the year
belore, offered to let him be in
chorge of the ;.gtmt Belvedere
Air Dash in 1973, Although he
had only two moenths {o organ-
1ze it, 22 aircraft took off and
got “‘'massive coverage,”' he
says, 2
By the time the fleel was

may in

December when Flyer opens,
Norman will at least have
proved lo himsell that getting
there is half the fun. But the
icing on the cake will be a loop-
the-loop in 8 Fokker Triplane
over Glen Willlams.
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La I’npﬁn Monastery

Have Dreams Of
Traveling?

Stop dreaming and go! We’ll make
all the arrangements . . . tickets,
passports, reservations . . . you just
plan to enjoy yourself abroad!

BARBER & HENLEY

1

33 Main St S. 9 AM TO $ PM

—Goargeiown Mon. - Fri.
¥ AM TO Noon
877-2214 Saturday




