By GEORGE EVASHUK

Herald staff writer
.«A Georgetown couple who
survived an ordeal by fire
during their dream trip.vae-
atlon count themselves lucky
to be alive and will tinally
sleep in their own bed this
week.

Harry and Loura Hoyle left
their Georgetown home April
22 on o long planned [or tour
of the European capltals,

On the morning of May 9,
they were in their room at
the Hotel Polem in Amster.
dam, spending their last few
hours there before checking
out to trave! to Belguim and
Britain. They had selected
the hotel without reserva-
tions, '

From his hoespital bed in
Peel Memaorial Hospital
Thursday, Mr. Hoyle dese-
ribed the ordeal which put
him and his wife in Dulch
hospitals for eight weeks,
injured many others and left
38 persons dead,

*1 heard a Godawlul roar
in the hall, tike an express
train,” hesaid. It was about 7
a.m. and they were all pack-
ed and ready to go “Smoke
began curling in under the
door of the hotel. We knew it
was on fire.”

Harry Hoyle, plctured here In o bed at Peel Memorial Hospltal, ls looklag forward to

38 PERSONS DIED IN HOTEL BLAZE
Life slowly returns to normal

for couple injured in Dutch fire

Getting off the bed, they
heard a commolion in the
hallway. There was seream-
ing and someones was pound-
ing at their door, he said, He
opened the door to let in live
ciderly people who  were
Irapped in the hallway. *'Int-
ense smoke'' alsv entered the
room, he sad, while the
group was led to 2 window to
CECAPR,

Flames were sireaming
oul of the pext window, “like
# blast furnace’™ Mr. Hovle
said. "“The heat was so greal,
so inlense, there is no way to
explain i1.”

tHe saw his wife and the
elderly people get to the
ground tul before he could
juinp, he was evercome with
smoke and (el back into the
room. "I knew I'd have to get
up or he done ™

Mre. Hoyle sald he pot up
and managed to full through
the window 40 {eel to the
ground, where he broke his
lcg. People in the strects
were in panic, he said, but he
noliced that Loura had land.
ed in a sitling position on the
cohblestones.

“f prabbed a guy and he
moved her pway.” he said.
“A sccond fella gol me,
grabbed my arm and pul-

* relurning to Georgetown thils week.

)

led.”” Secinds later, “lhe
whaole side of the holel come
down,™

The heat wps so inlense, he
said, that he asked to be
pulled back further because
his [ect were burning hot.

“l remember sayving,
‘Baby, we're alive, we're
going 1o live. We're going to
rmake il,” Mr. Hoyle said.

Mrs, Hoyle had burns (o 50
per cenl of her body: Mr.
Hyyle had burns on 20 per
cent of his body, besides a
multiple facture on his leg, o
hairline crack on an ankle
and a hairline crack on his
Spine.

Europe’s best burn hospi-
tal is in Beverwijk, about 25
miles from Amsterdam, and
Birs. Hoyle was seat there
immediately. Mr. Hoyle join-
ed her afler 10 days In the
inlensive care unit at Wilhel-
mina Hospital in Amsterdam
and they shared 3 room.
When they returned they
were delermined to share a
room in Peel Memorial and
didd, setling a precedent for
the hespital and as far as
they know, for Canada as
well.

“*The heod nurse was

shocked,” Mr, Hoyle said.

The Buich people *“‘were
very genercus hearted,”
Mrs. Hoyle told the Herald.
““They were very eager lo
help and assist us.”™

“I1's an odd feeling to be in
a couniry and not cven own a
tpothbrush,” she sald. “We
had nothing. Ewverything
wen! up in flames.™

Although the catasirophe
occurred over twe months
ago, its impact is still being
felt by the Hoyles.

“MNow that iI’s on ocean
away,"" Mrs. Hoyle sald, "t
doesn’t seem quile as awlul.
Bul over there, more people
were usking and iolking
about it. It was more upsel-
ting.'"

hMr. Hoyle said it is only
since reterning to Cannda
that he has been able to lalk
about the fire. I wasn't able
to talk about i in Holland ™
He said he relives the Lncl-
dent In his mind and that
lately it has been awakening
hirn at night.

Bul to say that they were
glud to be back was an
"understatement” they both
chorused. “There's nothing
like this part of the country,"”
Mrs. Hoyle said, adding that
they gained two weeks im-
provement of health just by
being back.™

Mr. Hoyle an accomnplish-
ed photographer, regrelted
the loss of twa Nikon F
cameras, a mMovie camera
and an assortment of lenses
as a resull of the fire, but
hoped that some of his pic-
{ures of Europe up to May 9
can be saved.

In the dash to the window,
“Laura saved the tote bog
with our passporis, I threw
my camera bag oul,” he
said. When he landed on the
graund, despite burns to his
back and arm and the frac-
tures, he reached for the
camera bag to gel a picture
of the hotelin [lames from an
angle few pecple ever get lo
se¢ but discovered Lthat in the
drop [rom the hotel window
all the lens were smashed,

"It was only & matter of
minutes before the whole
hotel was in flames,” he said.
The first {fire fruck on ihe
scene was consumed by the
flames. Another lire \ruck
that arrived dropped the
hose on his leg and he got hit
by blasts of cold wuler in the
struggle to douse the flames
and get the injured off the

MID-SUMMER SHOE SALE

We Have The Styles For You At Fantastic Savings

LADIES .

AIRSTEP
LAVALLEE

Reg fto 342.00.

Reg to
$12.00

NOW $] 899
NOW $2999 .

CELEBRITY

Reg to $38.00

DISCONTINUED

DUTY Reg 1o s18.98

— JUST ARRIVED —
SCI‘IOI.I.’S CI.OGS LATEST FASHION Reg $27.98,... NOW ONLY 518-99

o Y21 %

on 1288

FASHION WEDGES reenace
MANY MANY MORE BARGAINS

MEN’S SUMMER

SHOES

Reg $17.98.... NOW UH_LT $] 4.99

LADIES’ CANVAS

V3 OFF | PURSES
ALL LUGGAGE 20% OFF

“We stock a wide selection of name brand shoes for all
members of the family:

LADIES’

AIR S5TEP

ARA
CELEBRITY
CLARKS

HUSH PUPPIES
LA VALLEE
O'OMPHIES
ROMIKA
SCHOLLS

MEN’S

CHILDRENS’

CLARKS

ENGLISH WALKERS
FLORSHEIM

HUSH PUPPIES
SCOTT McHALE
PEDWIN
RAND
WORK
BOOTS

SHOES &

BONNIE STUART
BUSTER BROWN
KEDS

NORTH STARS
SAVAGE
START-RITE

13 oFr

Hi KiDS!

We are gQiving aWhY &

s Plus other brands

We fit all

Norih Star Skate-board—
The
Model—To "Some Lucky
Boy or Girl, Draw Spel.

Super Deluxe

10, 1 p.m,

ORTHOPAEDIC PRESCRIPTIONS filled.
widths to SE.

FLETCHERS fomily shoes

GEORGETOWN'S FOREMOST FOOT FITTERS

102 Main St., Downtown Georgetown

877-1664

slreels, he sald.

Mr. Hovle o Peel regional
police telective, said the
international Police Associa-
tien, “lock over and did
everything™ for them afler
the fire, The associalion, a
fraternity of police men und
women in Europe and more
popular there than in North
Amverica, mel their children
al the airport and gol them 1o
see their parents and seni
“thousands™ of Jellers and
posicards from all over Eur-
oper, he sald.

Many ordinary Dulch
people sent best wishes to the
Hoyles while they were in
hospital there, At Peel Mem.
ortil there have been plenty
of visitors, Mr, Hoyle sald,
“almest a few too many.”

They appeared in good
spirits, and Mr. Hoyle fondly
tegsed his wife wilth keeping
them in the hospilal o week
longer because of skin grafts.
Being together in the hospital
room as they have been since
the vrdeal has speeded thelr
recovery, they believe, but
they're cager 10 be home,

Witk HE THE 1IN LODK 1%

ALL SUN

DRESSES

IN GEORGETOWN
e Delicious meals

e Friendly, courteous staff
LICENSED UMDER L.L.B.0.

NOW AVAILABLE
for all occasions
BANQUET ROOM FACILITIES

call B77-9194

Now

DELREX

RESTAURANT & TAVERN |

|__GEORGETOWN MARKET CENTRE 1!

KROEHLER
LOVESEATS

- $19Q9%

There is still time to get that furniture
buy of a lifetime at Robert Gougeon's

SAVE — SAVE — SAVE — SAVE — SAVE — SAVE — SAVE —

SKLAR
LOVESEATS

' 399%

All Sales Final — AH Floor Semples As Is — No Refunds or Exchanges — Free Delivery (10 Mile Rudius)

Georgetown

95 Main St.,
Downtown

HOUSEHOLD
FURNISHING

50%0n -
J ' oFf | ?
Special Collection | ROOM SUITES

NOW FROM

*399%

Only One Left

of Lamps,
Pictures, Mirrors,
Statues

Cash & Carry

—_—
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Serve groups of

“only*1.90 peperson _'

See the manager of your local store for details.

chicken Villa

116A GUELPH STREET GEORGETOWN 877-5241

BOX SPRING
& MATTRESS
SETS ONLY

TWIN SIZES
DOUBLE
QUEEN SIZES

257

Manufacturer’s
Suggested Refail

'KROEHLER
Pc. LIVING

Terqu:
CASH

Cl'lﬂ‘irlﬁ EX or

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Gougeon

For Gracious Living

— 3AVS — IAVS — JAVS — IAVS — JAVS — IAVS — JAVS




