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Col. James Ballatine returns home from the Great War in 1915 and [s scen here
entering the Georgelown Fairgrounds as hundreds come out to  greet him. In the
backpround is the building which ls now the armoury used for tralning by € Company,

Lorne Scots Hegiment.

Bootleg whiskey made ‘good’ medicine

Dr. C.V. Willlams orrived in
Georgetown in 1922 fresh out of
medical school in Toronto and
full of zeal.

He's B1 now and able ta Jaugh
at how shocked he was by the
less than hospital standards of
cleanliness he sometimes en-
countered.

Still he can list an impres
sive number of health im-
provements that came Lo
Georgetown while he was
praclising here.

He had Dr. McAllister and

Dr. Ross for competition when .

he arrived so il took time 1o get
a practise worked up.

“1 guess | had about 100
families in my practise afler
the first year,”” he says.

He used a Model T Ford
must of the time, but occas-
sionally he rented a horse for
country calls if the roads were
impassible.

He was married a month
aiter he arrived in Georgetown
and set up housckeeping with
his bride in a house on Main
Strect.

“We nearly [roze theee,” he
laughs, “*and we had frogs in
ol basement,”

Before Jong they rented o
house on Queen Streel for $30 a
month,

“When they raised the rent
to §35 we thought that was oo
much and we bought our own
house on Main Street” he
recalls. _

That house is now the Thom-
psan-AMcCauley Building al-
though *‘they have changed the
inside of it ali around now, of
course.”” Dr. and Mrs. Wil
tiams lived in the house and he
turned the front room into an
office.

Georgetown residents re-
quiring hosputal treatment had
tor go to Guelph or Toroato in
the eariy days. Since there
were no arrbulances they tra-
velled by trmin. U patients
were o0 A streteher they were
put 1 a [reight car and the

doctor wen! with them to see -

that they didn't suffer fresh
injuries on the trip.

Brampton Hospital, when i
first cpened, was in a three-
storey private restdence. Pat-
lents had to be carried up and
down the stairs on stretchers

] suppcse there was an
urderly around to help some-
tmes, "' Dr. Willtams says,
“baat the docteors and nurses
grabbed an end and heiped
carry patients most of the
tirme. "™

The population of George-
lown was approximately 2,000
when Dr. Williams arrived. He
became Medical Cificer of
Health in (924, ¢r thereabouts
and received the grand sum of
$100 a year for the jub

He proudly says that 56 per
cent of the parents in George-
town were “willing and anx-
jous™ to have thew chularen
vaccinated for amalipox and
itpoculated for diphtheria
when free ¢luucs wereset upin
the public schocl vifering the
service.

“This wasn't a backward
community, you kngw,” he
3ay3.

ij;:lsalsuprﬂuduﬂhf”w- ¥
enlightened council'’ the lown

and we traced it to contamin-
ated milk,” he says. “"We were
the first municipality oulside
of Toronto to have a pasleur-
ized milk bylaw. The province
didn’t pass that kind of legisla-
tion for quite a few years after
we had it."'

He also remembers visiling
Cedarvale when itwas a hame
for predelinguent girls. The
United Church Department of
Evangelism supporied the
place and o Miss Qliver ran it.

There were 20 girls thereat a
time, he 2ays, and they stayed
two to five years depending on
theit maturity. They ranged in
age from flve or six to twelve
or 50.

So far as he knows, none of
the girls hod ever been in
probiems that tanded them in
court, they just came from
such bad homes that they had
to be taken out of the situations
tefore they became deli-
nquents. .

They would stay at Cedar.
vale until they were able to get
jobs to support themselves,
None of them were adaopied
and none of them got into any
troubles he heard about after
they left Cedarvale.

When his praclise was firm-
ly ecatablished Dr. Williams
had patients [rom Scotch
Block, to Ashgrove, Ballinafad
and Terra Colta and all over
Georgelown.

He worked seven days a
week and every night. Satur-
day was his big night.

"'People came to town (o sec
the show on Saturday and
when il was over they'd stop
arvund 1o see me aboul their
ailments. There was no such
thing as an appoiniment so |
was oftent busy until t1 o'clock
on a Saturday night,” he says,

Since lhere was no such
thing as an answering service
or a day off he used to take o
month at the cottage with his
{family every summuer “just to
get o know them again,’” he
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Jokes,

Babies arrived at home
when Dr. Williams first came
ta town. He tried o persuade
mothers to come for prenatal
care but a-lot of people though
it was unnecessary, "especial-
Iy the husbands’ he grins.

He charged $15 for prenalal
care, delivery and the check

ups that followed the birth. He.

had practical nurses to nssist
al a home delivery but they
were untrained and used 1o
appall him in the beginning
wilh their primitive jdeas ol
sterility. He got used to it
though, and discovered that
babirs were hardier than toxt.
books nnd medical instructars
would fead yeu to believe.

Although some doctors per-
formed minor surgery in their
ewn offices with a praciical
nurse to administer the chloro-
form or ether, Dr. Williams did
not.

Asked whether he had much
business in the line of wile or
child beatings. lllegitimate ba-
bics, or the sort of medical
probiems we resd about in the
daily papers, he grins.

“Nope. We were a grand
WASP community and (oo
pure to get into any of those
things.™

He sobers and admits that
there were a few drunks, of
course, but life was much
simplier and the pressures
were a lot less than [ifty years
agn.

Crime was virtually wun-
known in town, “smuyg as that
may sutd,” but people could
got jobs if they really wanted
thems and therefore they dudn’t
have the problems we fce
MOy

He remembers the tine of
prohibtition when ouly dociors
and boatleggers could get your
whiskey. He admits that there
were bootleggers not far from
Georgetown, but he had a ot of
customers with caolds and fuy
bugs that couldn't be shaken,
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especially around Christmas.
"Whiskey was the medicine
we prescribed for those aml-
ments in those days,” he chue-
kles, "but 1 don'tl know how
much fun they'd get vut of
Chrislmas on a two ounce shot,
That was all we prescribed.”
There were doctors in [arge

coenlres who were known for
selling whiskey prescriptions
At $2 vach, Their customers
came daily for their prescrip-*
tion and may even have gone
to several doclors to get a daily
supply. These men were really
frowned on by their callea-
pucs, he savs.

SPORTING GOODS SALES

L SERVICE SPECIALISTS]

SEE THE DISPLAYS OF
ANTIQUE TOOLS
and

ANTIQUE CARS
at

NORTH HALTON SPORTS

| and enter our

LUCKY

DRAW CONTEST

COMPLETE LINE OF SUMMER

SPORTS NEEDS
GOLF, TENNIS,
BIKING.

71 MAIN ST. §.,
GEORGETOWN

877-71777

: FISHING,

Buy 5 Bqlls Get 1 FREE
20% OFF

20% OFF

% PLUS MANY OTHER IN STORE SPECIALS

HOBBY & CRAFT

LANGCRAFT

DOWNTOWN
GEORGETOWN

5 *
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A pnoto of Lthe Georgetawn Clilzens Band, the date

durlng the 19201.
| of which Is unknown. [t Is belleved the photo was taken
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MINI SUPERMARKET
& DELICATESSEN

92 MAIN ST., SOUTH, IN OLD DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN — 877-1311
SCHNEIDER'S SCHNEIDER’S

oiwnee BACON saness . WEINERS
et b .89¢
i scﬂuiluml's 2 b, box BEEF PAT"ES 8 to 1 b $.I?h?:
scuneoews (rresh siced) LUNCHEON MEAT $'I 22

MOCK CHICKEN LOAF MACARON! & CHEESE LOAF

awoss ENGLISH SAUSAGE  $] 29

1¢ PAINT SALE

BUY ONE GALLON INTERIOR LATEX

AT THE REG. PRICE $7.99 .. s
AND RECEIVE YOUR SECOND GALLON FOR ONLY

1 CENT

THUR. FRI. & SAT. WHILE THEY LAST

STAIN PAINTERS
WALNUT, CEDAR, VALUE PAK

8 x 12 DROP SHEET
PAINTERS HAT

35
FARRHARDWARE

OR REDWOOD
THUR. FR). SAT. ONLY

59

PER GAL,

47 MAIN 51. §.,
877-8336

hadlnlﬂ?.urm? hm.m{se i1!:-
passed a bylaw areing loca
dairies to pasteurize milk for

gals in Georgetown.
“4 young child In the area

" dima of tuberculan meningitis

SUPPLIES

OPEN EVERYDAY
. EXCEPT SUNDAY

DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN - 877-3501




